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CHAP. LVIII. 

Origin mi numbers the first trusafie, — -Qfimer^tfrs 
of the Ldiiti princes. — Their'mrtTcfi to Gmslanii- 
iwplc. — Polic// oj the Greek emj e or Alexius. — 

Conquest of Hue, Antioch, andJerusalem, by the 
Franks . — Deliverance cf the holy sepu'chie - — 

God fey of Bouillon, first king of Jerusalem . — 
Inslilulions oJ the French or Latin kingdom. 

' About twenty years after the conquest of Je- rTT4p. 
rusalem by the Turks, the holy sepulchre was 
visited by an hermit of the name of Peter, a The first 
native of Amiens, in the province of Picardy 
in France. His resentment and sympathy were 

^ Peter the 

* , benait. 

* Whimsical enough is the origin of the name of Picards, and ffoni 
thence of Picardie, which does not date earlier than a. ». 1800. It 


VOL. XI. 


9 





^2 • fHE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, excited by his own injuries and the oppression 
of the Christian name ; he minsrled his tears with 
those of the patriarch, and earnestly enquired, if 
no hopes of relief could be entertained from the 
Greek emperors of the East. The patriarch ex- 
posed the vices and Weakness of the successors 
of Constantine. “ I will rouse,” exclaimed the 
hermit, “ the martial nations of Europe in your 
“ cause and Europe was obedient to the call of 
the hermit. The astonished patriarch dismissed 
him with epistles of credit and complaint ; and no 
sooner did he land at Bari, than Peter hastened 
to kiss the feet of* the Roman pontiff. His stature 
was small, his appearance contemptible ; but his 
eye was keen and lively ; and he possessed that 
vehemence of speech, which seldom fails to im- 
part the persuasion of the soul.'' He Avas born 
of a gentleman’s family (for we must now adopt 
a ajud.illy'lmStaiy service was 

the counts of Boulogne, the 

heroes of the first crusade. But he soon relin- 
quished the sword and the world ; and if it be 
true, that his wife, however noble, was aged and 
ugly, he might withdraw, with the less reluctance*. 

an academical joke, an epithet firet applied to the quarrelsome humour 
9t those students, in' tkfe university of Paris, who came from the 
frontier of France aAd Flanders iValcsii Notitia Galiiarum, p* 447* 
^ongueros, Desmptien de la France, p. 54). 

** Willira of Tyre (1. i, c. ll, p. 637, 638) thus describes 
termit : Pusillus, perscma contemptibilis, vivacis ingenii, et occulum 
habeas perspicacem gratumque, et sponte fluens ei non 4^erat eloqui* 
um. See Albert Aquenns, p. 185. Guibert, p* 483> Anna Comneiift 
in Alexud, 1. 3c, p. ?84, Ac. wUb Ductnge’s not^, p. 349. 
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from her bed to a conyent, and at lensrth to dh chap. 

® LVIII 

hermitage. In this austere solitude, his body 
was emaciated, his fancy was inflamed ; what* 
ever he wished, he believed; whatever he be- 
lieved, he saw in dreams and revelations. From 
Jerusalem, the pilgrim returned an accomplished 
fanatic ; but as he excelled Jb the popular mad- 
ness of the times, pope Urban the second re- 
ceived him as a prophet, applauded his glorious 
design, promised to support it in a general 
council, and encouraged him to proclaim the 
deliverance of the Holy land. Invigorated by 
the approbation of the pontiff*, his zealous mis- 
sionary traversed, with speed and success, the pro- 
vinces of Italy and France. His diet was abste- 
mious, his prayers long and fervent, and the alms 
which he recmved^ with one band, be distributed 

his meagre body was wrapt in a coarse garinent ; 
he bore and displayed a weighty crucifix ; and 
the ass on which he rode was sanctified in the 
public eye by the service of the man of Godi 
He preached to innumerable crowds in the 
churches, the streets, and the highways: the 
hermit entered with equal confidence the paJ»» 
and the cottage ; and the people, for all was 
people, was impetuously moved by his call to 
repentance and arms. When he painted the sufiTer- 
ings of the natives and pilgrims of Palestir*>,eveiy • 
heart was melted to compassion; every, breast . 
glowed with mdignation when he challenged the 
warriors of the age to defend their brethren, and 

B 2 



CHAP. 

VVIII. 


Crban ir, 
in the 
council of 
FUcentia, 
. D. 1095, 
March. 
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rescue their Saviour ; his ignorance of art and 
language was compensated by sighs, and tears, 
su»d ejaculations; and Peter supplied the defi- 
Cfiency of reason by loud and frequent appeals to 
Christ and his mother, to the saints and angels 
pf paradise, witfi whom he had personally con- 
versed. The most perfect orator of Athens might 
Jiave envied tte^ suco^ of his eloquence ; the rus- 
tic enthusiast inspired the passions which he felt, 
and Christendom expected with impatience the 
councils and decrees of the supreme pontiff. 

The magnanimpusspiritof Gregory the seventh 
had already embraced the design of arming Eu- 
rojie against Asia ; the ardour of his ^al and am- 
bition still breathes in his epistles: from either 
side of the Alps, fifty thousand catholics had en- 
listed under the banner of St. Peter and his 
successor reveals his intention of marching at 

thp glbry hr reproach of executing, 
though not in person, this holy enterprise, was 
reserved for Urban the second,"* the roost faith- 
ful of hi.s disciples. He undertook the conquest 
of the East, whilst the larger portion of Rome was 
possessed and fortified by his rival Guibert of 
Sayeppa, who contended with Urban for tUa 
asd hl^qpucs pf the pontificate. He at- 

• Ultra nuinqua^Bta millia, .i me poisont in expeditione pro due. 
«t Pontiftee habere, armat’ man! volnnt In Inimicos Del insurgete et 
liAa^ulrbrutB Donj n ipM> dacente- penenin iPr^or- vii, epi»t. h, 
Strip toga. Xii, p.3St,canci],) 

* See the original lives Qf Ujrhap ii, by Panduiphus Pisanns and 
Bemar*» edjdo, in Muratatl, Her. Itah Jfeript. tom. Ui, para i, 
p- 3o?, 3S3. 
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tempted to unite the powers of the West, at a chap. 
time when the princes were separated from the 
church, and the people from their princes, by 
the excommunication which himself and his pre- 
decessors had thundered a^inst the empefor and 
the king of France. Flritip the %f Fratjcei 
Supported ii^lth patience thfe cen^rnres Which he 
bad provoked by his scandalous life and adulteP* 
ous isiarriage. Henry the fourth, of Germany, 
asserted the right of investitures, the prere^[Btive<^ 
Confirming his hishops by the delivery of the ring 
and crosier. But the emperor s party was crushed 
in Italy by the arms of the Normans and the 
countess Mathilda ; and the long quarrel had been 
Recently envenomed by the revolt of his son Con* 
rad and the shame of bis wife,^ who, in the 
syibodsuf Oaustohee and- Pkeentie, confessed thi 
fnanifbla 

posed by an husband regardless* of Bet hoholit 
and his own.^ So popular was the cause of 


• She is known by the diBtrcnt names of Praxes, eupracia, Eut 
frasia, and Adelais ; and was the daughter of a Russian prince, and 
the widow of a margrave of Biandeoburgh. StruT. Corpus Hist. 
eertnatticM, p. 340. 

* Henricus odio earn cerpit habere s kleo incarcefavit earn, -et 
s concessit ut pteriqne vim el inferrontt immo filium hortans ut eam 

iuhagitaret tDodechin, Conttnoat. Martati. Scott, apud Sannt.^ a o. 
1093, No. 4). In the synod of donstance, she is described by Ber- 
tholdus, rerum inspector i qucese tantas et tarn in inaudi'.as fomifica- 
tionem spurcitias, et a tancis passam fuisse conqUesia est, ftc. Ad 4 
again at Placentia: satis misericorditer suscepit, e. qudd.W^ana ten* 
tas spurcitias non tam commississe qoani Invitam peituliaae ffmctrt* 
tognoverit ^apa cum sanetl synodo. Apod Baron, a. o. 109d* 
No. 4. 1094, No. 3. A rare subject for the infaBibte decision of « 
Jtope and council.*^ These abominations are repugnant to every prin- 
ciple of human nature, which is not altered oy a dispute aimnt tii^gs 
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6 

OHAP. Urban, so weighty w£« his influence, that the 
Lvin, pomioj which he summoned at Placentia,® was 
composed of two hundred bishops of Italy, France, 
Burgundy, Swabia, and Bavaria. Four thou- 
sand of the clergy, and thirty thousand of the 
laity, attended this important meeting ; and as 
the most spacious cathedral would have been in- 
' adequate to the DiQ^ude» , the ion of seven 

^ys was held in a plain a^acent to the city. 
The ambassadors of the Greek emperor, Alexius 
Comnenus, were introduced to plead the distress 
of their sovereign and the danger of Constanti- 
nople, which was divided only by a narrow sea 
from the victorious Turks, the common enemies 
of the Christian name. In their suppliant address 
they flattered the pride of the Latin princes; and, 
appealing at once to their policy and religion, ex- 
horted them to repel the barbarians on the con- 

and perils of their eastern brethren, the assem- 
bly burst into tears : the most eager champions 
declared their readiness to march; and the Greek 
ambassadors were dismissed with the assurance 
of a speedy and powerful succour. The relief of 
Constantinople was included in the larger and 
most distant project of the deliverance of Jeru- 
salem; but 'the prudent Urban adjourned the 

«nd crosieiil. Yel it ahould »eem. that the wretched wcoBan wa* 
ttaa^pted by the prieats to relate or nibscribe smoe iofajnoua stories of 
hendfsoid her husband. 

* See the narrative and acts of the synod of Flacratia, ConcU. tom. 
xiij p. 821 , tte. 
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■final decision to a second synod, which he pro- chap. 
posed to celebrate in scnne city of France in the 
autumn of the same year. The short delay would 
propagatethe flame of enthusiasm; andhisfirmest 
hope was in a nation of soldiers,'* still proud of 
the pre-eminence of .their name, and ambitious 
to emulate their hero Charlemagne,' who, in the 
popular romance of Tiiqiin,^ had achieved the 
conquest of the Holy land. A latent motive of 
affection or vanity might influence the choice of 
Urban : he was himself a native of France, a 
monk of Clugny, and the first of his countrymen 
who ascended the throne of St. Peter. The pope 
had illustrated his family and province ; nor is 
there perhaps a more exquisite gratification than 
to revisit, in a conspicuous dignity, the humble 
and hdKM-ioHS scenes of ou( youth. 

^ Gulbert, himself a Frenchman, praiswri!!i*'pi#ty-i^. »^®«r pf 
the French nation, the author and example of the ciuaades : Gens no- 
bilis, prudens beilicosa, dapsUis et nitkia , * • . Quos enim BritoneS, 

Anglos, Ligures, si bonis eos moribus videamus, non illico Francos 
homines appeliemus ? (p. 478), He owns, however, that the vivacity 
of the French degenerates into petulance among foreigners (p. 4i3), 
and vain loquaciousness (p. 502). 

* Per viam quam jamdudum Carolus magnns mirificus rex Franco* 
nim aptari fecit usque C. P. (Gcata Francorum, p> I. Robert. Moaach. 

, Hist. Hieros. 1. i, p 33, &.O.) 

^ John Tilpinus, or Turpinus, was arclibishop of Rh.cims, a. d. 7T3. 

After the year 1000, this romance was composed in Ins name, by a 
monk of the bcH’ders of France and Spain ; and such was the idea of 
ecclesiastical merit, tliat he describes himself as a fighting and drink** 
ing priest ! Yet the book of lies was pronounced authentic by pope 
Calixtus II (a,o. 1122), and is respectfully quoted by the abbot Soger, 
in the greq;t Chronicles of St. Denys (Fabric* Blldiol* Latin. medt$ 

JBrif edit. Mjmsi^ tom. tv, p. 161)* 
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c»AP. It may occasion some surprise that the Bomall 
pontiff should erect, in the heart of France, the 
Council of tribunal from whence he hurled his anathemas 
i. D "ipsi, against the king; but our surprise will vanish sU 
November. gQpjj gg a just cstiniatc of the king of 

France of the eleventh century.^ Philip the 
first was the great-grandson of Hugh Capet, the 
founder ^ the presei^raee, wbo».in the decline 
Charlemagne’s posterity, hdded the regal title 
to his patrimonial estates of Paris and Orleans. In 
this narrow compass, he w'as possessed of wealth 
and jurisdiction; but in the rest of France, Hugh 
and his first descendants were no more than the 
fetidai lords of about sixty dukes ahd counts, of 
independent and hereditary power,’ who disdain^ 
ed the controul of laws and legal assemblies, and 
whose disregard of their sovereign was revenged 
by the disobedience of their inferior vassals. 
At f']! .MHJiiil; "tPfi'lUKiihriTT'Tfii count of 
p<^ might brave with impunity 
the resentment of Philip ; and the council which 
he convened in that city was not less numerous 

* See Etat de la France, by the Count de Boulainvilliers, tom. 
p. 1S0«1S3, and the second volume of the Observations hur I’Histoire 
de France, by the Abl d de Mably. 

* In the provinces to the south of the Loiie, the first Capetians wei > 
ttSKely allcHVed a feudal supremacy. On all sides, Normandy, Bre- 
taipie, Aquitain, Burgundy, Lorraine, and Flanders, contracted the 
name and limits of the /roper France. See Hadrian Vales. Notitia 
GaJliarum 

* These counts, a younger in’aneb of the dukes of Aquitaine, tverd 
at length despoiled of the ^eatcat part of their country by Philip Au- 
^istus. The bishops of Clermont gradually became princes of the city. 
Melanges^ tires d’une grande BibBotbeque, tom. x^xvi, p. 288, &c. 
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&r respectable than the synod of Placentia.** chap. 
Besides his court and council of Roman caTdi- *'^**** 
nals, he was supported by thirteen archbishops 
and two hundred and twenty-live bishops ; the 
number of uptred prelates was computed at four 
hundred ; and the lathers of the -church were 
blessed by the saiuts, and eufighferted by tte 
doctors of the age. From the adjacent kingdoms, 
a martial train of lords and knights of power and 
renown, attended the council,® In high expectai 
tioB of its resolves ; and such was the ardour trf 
Zeal and curiosity, that the city w^as filled, and 
many thousands, in the month of November, 
erected their tents or huts in the open field. A 
session of eight days produced some useful or edi- 
fying canons for the reformation of manners ; a 
severe eeBatttewa»{hhMio(rticed againstthe licence 
of priY^‘:w<fr 

ed, a suspension of hostilities"'*3imd^ifffBif^Whys 
of the week ; women and priests were placed 
under the safeguard of tlie church ; and a pro- 
tection of three years was extended to husband- 
men and merchants, the defenceless victims of 
military rapine. But a law, however venerable 

“ See the acts of the council of Ciermoot, Concil* tom, xif, p. S2$, 

&.C. 

** Confluxerunt ad conciUume multls regfonibus, viri potentis et 
bo'ioi ati, innumexi qusmTiscingulo Idicalia militiEe superbi (Baldric, 9k 
e -i^itness, p. Robert. Mon. p. 31, 3?. Will. Tyr. i, 14, 

p. 639-641. Guibert, p. 478-4S<'. Fulcher. Carnot, p, 3^). , 

P The truce of God (Trova, or Treuga Del) was first invented in 
AquUain, a^d. 1032; blamed hj some bishops as an eecaslon of per)* 
jut 7 «aDd rejectedvhy the Normans as contrary tdilifir privileges (Dll* 
oange. Gloss. iLatin. tom, vi, p, 662-685), 
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CHAP, be the sanction, cannot suddenly transform the 
temper of the times ; and the benevolent elForts 
Qf Urban deserve the less praise, since he laboured 
to appease some domestic quarrels, that he might 
spread the flames of war from the Auntie to the 
Euphrates. From the synod of Placentia, the 
rumour of his great design had gone forth among 
the nations: the energy oq j^^gir return had 
' preached in every djoce^ the merit aid of 

the deliverance of the Holy land; and when the 
pope ascended a lofty scaffold in the market-place 
of Clermont, his eloquence was addressed to a 
well prepared nnd impatient audience. His topics 
were obvious, his exhortation was vdhement, his 
success inevitable. The orator was interrupted 
by the shout of thousands, who with one voice, 
and in their rustic idiom, exclaimed aloud, “ God 
“ wills it, God wills it.”’ “ It is indeed the 


“ of battle, to animate the devotion and cou- 
” rage of the champions of Christ. His cross is 
“ the symbol of your salvation ; wear it, a red, 
“ a bloody cross, as an external mark on your 

' I>au tult, Deua wU ! was the pure acclamation of the clergy who 
itBitersiood LaUn (Bobert. Mon. 1. i, p. 32). By the illiterate laity, who 
apAe the Prvnmaal or li iw e aa i m idioin, it was corrupted toDeaa lo vait, 
otDiaeelvoU. SeeCbitm. Cusineuse, J. iv, c. 11, p. 497, inMuratori, 
Script. Berum lul. tom. ir, and Pocange (dissertat. xi, p. 207, sur 
JitoVille, and Gloss. Latin, tom. ii, p. 690), who, in his preface, pro- 
apew a very difficult specimen of the dialect of Rovergne; a. a. 1100, 
Viij nc«, both ip tiipeand plaw, to the council of aeniMfct (p.lS, 16), 


“ will of 


^ iUspiTAtion surely of the 

“■1 Holy Spirit, be for ever adopted as your cry 
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f! breasts or shoulders, as a pledge of your sacred chap. 
f‘ and irrevocable engaffement.” The proposal 
was joyfully accepted; great numbers both of the 
clergy and laity impressed on thek garments the 
sign of the cross,'" and solicited the pope to 
march at their head. This, dangerous honour 
was declined by the. prudent successor of 
(Gregory, who alleged the schism of the church, 
and the duties of his pastoral office, recommend- 
ing to the faithful, who were disqualified by sex 
or profession, by age or infirmity, . to aid, with 
their prayers ajnd alms, the personal service of 
their robust brethren. The name and powers of 
his legate he devolved on Adhemar, bishop of Puy, 
the first who had received the cross at his hands. 

The foremost of the temporal chiefs was Ray- 
mond count ambassadors in 

honour of their rnasfef. 

absolution of their sins, the champions of the 
cross were dismissed with a superfluous admoni- 
tion to invite their countrymen and friends; and 
their departure for the Holy land was fixed to 
the festival of the assumption, the fifteenth of 
August, of the ensuing year.* 


' Most commonly on their shoulders, in gold, or silk, or cloth, sew. 
ed on their garments. In the 8rst crusade, all were red; in the third, 
the French alone preserved that colour, while green crosses wer« 
adopted l>y the Flemings, and white by the EngUsh (Ducange, tom. B, 
p. 651). Yet in England the red ever appears the favourite,' and, as It 
were, the national colour of our military ensigns and uoifonna.' 

■ Boagarsras, who has published the original writers of the crusades, 
adopts, with muclucomplacency, the fanatic title of Citibertus, Gesht 
Hai per Francos ; tbough some critics propose to read Gesta XMoMi. 

por 
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CHAP. 

tvlii. 

Justice of 
the cru- 

aades. 


So fafriiliar, and as it were so natural to matSi 
is^C practice of violence, that our indulgettcC 
rfidws the slightest provocation, the most dis* 
putable right, as a sufficient ground of national 
hostility. But the name and nature of an ho/^ 
war demands a more rigorous scrutiny ; nor caM 
we hastily believe that the servants of the Prince 
of Peace trnuld ua^faaththeswinrd. of destruction, 
unless the" motive wert pnrt^ the quarrel legiti* 
mate, and the necessity inevitable. The policy 
of an action may be determined from the tardy 
les^ns of experience; but, before we act, our 
Conscience should be satisfied of the justice and 
propriety of oi;r enterprise. In the age of. the 
crusades, the Christians, both of the East' 
West, were persuaded of their lawfulness and 
merit : their arguments are clouded by the per- 
petual abuse of scripture and rhetoric ; but they 

seemL, ^ 

i •jS' : ■ ■ 


(HitioTitB, ISIl, two Tole. in Tulio). 1 shall briefiy enU'- 
ineiate, a* tbey acand in this cuUe^ion, the authors whom I have used 
tor the Srst crusade, i. Gesta Fraucorum. ii. Rubenus Monaebus. ill. 
nddriclis. IT. Raimundus de Agiles. v. Albertus Aquensis. ti. Fid< 
iHierina Camotensis. tii Guibertus. riii. Willielmus Tynensis. Ma> 
ratori has given us, ix. Radulphus Cadomensis de Gestis Tancredi 
(Script. Her. Ital. tom. v, p. 885-333). and, x. Berhardus ThesauritlS 
de .Aquiritione. Terrae Sanctae (tom. vii, p. 664-848). The last of 
tbesa was unknown to a late French historian, who has given a large 
aitd Mticat IhA of ihe writers of the crusades (EsprH des Croisades, 
toBn i, p, 13-141), amduaost ef whose judgments my own experience 
will allow me to ratify. It was late hefne I eonld obtain a sight of 
the French historians collected by Duchesne. ». Petri Tudebodi Sa>. 
■pdotis SivraeeosU Histevia de Hieresolymttano Itlnere (tom. iv, 
p. f13-815), has been Iraasfosed into the Brat aaieny Btaoe writer of 
B<^ataiii& u. The Metrical History of the Brst^CniMd^ in MVOh 
Boidu (p. 393-918), is of small value m account* 
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defence, their peculiar title to the Holy land, chap. 
and the impiety of their pa^an and mahometan ^^'^*** 
foes.* I. The right of a just defence may fairly 
include ouc civil and spiritual allies : it depends 
on the existt^nce of danger; and that danger must 
be estimated the tworfQld.copsideration of the 
malice, and the powr^ of our enemies. A per- 
njkdous tenet has been imputed to the mahome- 
tans, the duty of evtirpating all other religions by 
the sword. This charge of ignorance and bigot^ 
is refuted by the koran, by the history of the 
mussulman conquerors, and by their public and 
legal toleration of the Christian worship. But it 
cannot be denied, that the Oriental churches are 
depressed under their iron yoke ; that, in peace 
and war, they assert a divine and indefeasible 
nniy«r$«|, empre;. and that, in their or. 
thado» <bfeed> 
tiuually threat 

liberty. In the eleventh century, the victorious 
arms of the Turks presented a real and urgent 
apprehension of these losses. They had subdued, 
in less than thirty years, the kingdoms of Asia, as 
far’as Jerusalem and the Hellespont ; and tlie 
Greek empire tottered on the verge of destructi<3^ 
Besides an honest sympathy for their bre*thfen, 
the Latins had a right and interest in the support 
of Constautim^le, the most important barrier of 
theWest; and the privilege of defence must reach 


ened with themss^bf rettgied ar 


* If th*? reader will turn to the first of the first part of Hem^ 
th^ Fourth, Tie will see in the U’xt of Shakespeare tbeaatar&i feelii:^^ 
of enthusiasm ; aftd in the notes of Dr. Johnsoni^ the workings m 
bigotted, though vigorous mind, greedy of every pretence to 
persecute, thpsg wiwi dissent from hW creed. 
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CHAP, to present, as well as to repel, an impending 
ass^lt. But this salutary purpose might have 
j^h accomplished by a moderate succour ; and 
duf calmer reason must disclaim the innumerable 
hosts and remote operations^ which overwhelmed 
Asia and depopulated Europe, ii. Palestine could 
add nothing to the strength or safety of the La- 
tins; and'jMiiSilllft.mlpne coidd pcotend to justify 
the ednquest of that distanfand narrow provincei 
The Christians affirmed that their inalienable title 
to the promised land had been sealed by the blood 
of their divine Saviour : it was their right and 
duty to rescue their inherit^ce fhnn the unjust 
possessors, who profaned his sepulohre, and op- 
pressed the pilgrimage of his disciples. Vahlly 
would it be alleged that the pre-eminence of Je- 
rusalem, and the sanctity of Palestine, have been 
abolished with the Mosaic law; that the God of. 
<hi iIm ijin,|jiii| w uliiia IK lH'itr'n'ii''" und that the 
or Calvary, his cradle or his 
tomb, will not atone for the violation of the 
moral precepts of the gospel. Such arguments 
glance aside from the leaden shield of superstition; 
and the religious mind will not easily relinquish 
its hold on the sacred ground of mystery and mi- 
racle. HI. But the holy wars which have been 
Whgi^ in every climate of the globe, from Egypt 
to Livonia, and from Peru to Hindostan, require 
the support of Some more general and flexible 
tenet. It has been often supposed, and sometimes 
afl^tned, that a difference of reli^oh is a worthy 
cause ctf hostility; that obstinate unbelievers may 
be slain or subdued by the champions of the cross; 
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and that grace is the- sole fountain of dominion, chap. 
as well as of mercy. Above four hundred years 
before the first crusade, the eastern and western 
provinces of the Roman empire had been acquired 
about the same time, and in the same manner, by 
the barbarians of Germany and Arabia. Time 
and treaties Ic^tka^d the conquests !^ the 
Christian Franks; but in the eyes of their subjects 
and neighbours, the mahometan princes were still 
tyrants and usurpers, who, by the arms of war 
or rebellion, might be lawfully driven from thmr 
unlawful possession.'' 

As the manners of the Christians were relaxed, 

. . motives! 

their discipline of penance^ was enforced;- andandindui- 
with the multiplication of sins, the remedies were*®"*^”* 
multiplied. In the primitive church, a vohin- 
taiy^aad <qi^: epO^^n^j^epa^ the weak; of 

priests interro^t^^ the^ri*iT^^7'^ ^ ^^^^^r . 
to account for his thoughts, words, and actions, 
and prescribed the terms of his reconciliation 
with God. But as this discretionary power 
might alternately be abused by indulgence and 
tyranny, a rule of discipline was framed, to 
inform and regulate the spiritual judges.. TUI|i 


“ The sixth discourse of Fleorjr oDecclesiastical history (p. 2S3-261> 
contains an accurate and rational view of the causes and effects of the 
crusades. 

^ The penance, indulgences, &c. of the middle ages are anpiy diss- 
cussed by Muratori (Antiquitat. ItalUe medii Mvi, tom. v, dis- 
sert. Ixviii, p. 709-768), and by M. Chais (Lettres sur les Jubiles et 
lex Indulgence, tom. ii, lettres 31 and 33, p. 478-^551^ with this dif- 
ference, that the aSiises of superstition are mildly, pohaps faintly, 
exposed ^ the learned Italiaii, and peevishly m^tilied by the 
aainistcr. 



^ In 

m . tw CSCLtNE ANO VALI, 

enkP, iiy)d^;^iegislation was invented by the Greeksj ", 
th^.peniteTiHak^ were translated, or imitated, ( 
jj^mke Latin church ; and, in *he time of Charle- 
magne, the' clergy of every diocese were pro- 
vided with a code, which they prudently con- ; 
cealed from the knowledge of the vul^^ar. J© ^ 
this dangerous estimate of crimes and punish* 
ment^,. each supppjtjijj^ cach dillcrenee ' 

reniarked, by the eEppeiepce er penetration 
©f the monks ; some sins are enunierated whieh t 
innocence could not have suspected, and otheis 4 
which reason cannot believe ; and the more m'di- ^ 
oflRpnces of fornication and adultery, of per- 
^ry and sacrilege, of rajune and ai^der, were * 
expiated by a penance, which, according to the 4 
various circumstances, was prolonged from forty ] 
days to seven years. During this term of mor- ^ 
tification, the patient was lieaK d, the criminal i 
i l l’l l i W i l frift I I ' mill I 

dress was expres.'iivo I 
qC grief and reriiorse; ami he humbly al stained X 
from nil the business and pleasure of social life, ? 
Bat the rigid execution of these laws would have ■. 
depopulated the palace, the camp, and the city; 1 
tte barliarians of the West believed and trenB,-: . | 
bled ; but nature often rebelled against principle ; j 
«i<d tlfe-BU^pktfate laboured, without effect, to 4 
enfbrce the jdrfediction of the priest. A literal 4 
accQtnpiishmeni <tf penuice was indeed impracti- i 

. ("i^toire deg AUcniands, tom. a, p. 811-2SIO, j- 

St? Uisti^l of tbc Pcnitentigi of Rbej^ioo tRe lUlitlii. aodl 4 
of Bnndi^-ipthe tenth, eeotuitj. In one ^eM, Are and thirtjr f 
murdera wer* peu*uated at Worms. I 
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rable ; the guilt of adultery was multiplied by 
daily repetition : that of homicide might involve _ 
the massacre of a whole people ; each act was 
separately, numbered ; and, in those times of 
anarchy and vice, a modest sinner might easily 
incur a debt of thrpe bundred years. , His insol- 
vency was relieved by a commutation, or induU 
ggmfX ; a year of penance Avas a; j acd at 
twenty-six solidi^ of silver, about four pounds 
sterling, for the rich ; at three solidi, or nine 
shillings, for the indigent : and these alms were 
soon appropriated to the use of the clmrch, which 
derived, from the redemption of sins, an inex- 
haustible source of opulence and dominion. A 
debt ol' three hundred years, or twelve hyndred 
pounds, was enough to impoverish a plentiful 

gold and silver was sup^ 
plied fay »nd fafae jmceiy 

donatioiiaof PepiaaiidCbarleir.n’gn^*^*'^ expressly 
given for the remedy of their soul. It i,s a maxim 
of the civil law, that wdiosoever cannot pay with 
hispurst', must pay with his body ; and the prac- 
tice of flagellation was adopted by the monks, a 
cheap, though painful, equivalent. By a fan- 
tastic arithmetic, a year of penance was ta.Aed.nt 
three thousand lashes ;* and ^udi w'as the skill 
and patience of a famous hermit, St. Dominic of 

* Till the twelfth century, we may support the clear account of 12 
ienarii, or pence, to the soUdiu, or shilling ; and 20 aoliii to the pound 
weight of silver, about the pound sterling. Our money is diminished 
to a third, dhd the French to a fiRieth, of this primitive standard. 

“ Ep(^ century>of lashes was sanctified with tbe.tecital of a psalm ; 
and the whole psalter, with the accompaaunent of lo,000 stripy 
was equivalent to five years. 

VOL. XI. 


CHAP. 

Lvm. 


C 
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tHAP. the iron cuirass,’’ that in six days he could disw 
charge an entire century, by a whipping of three 
hundred thousand stripes. His example was 
followed by many penitents ofTioth sexes ; and 
as a vicarious sacrifice was accepted, a sturdy dis- 
ciplinarian might expiate on his own back the sifis 
of his benefactors." These compensations of the 
purse and the person introduced, in the eleventh 
dfentury, a more honourable mode of satisfaction. 
The merit of military service against the Saracens 
of Africa and Spain had been allowed by the 
predecessors of Urban the second. In the council 
of Clermont, that pope proclaimed a plenary indul- 
gence to those who should enlist under the ban- 
ner of the cross ; the absolution of all their sins, 
and a full receipt for all that might be due of 
canonical penance.'* The cold philosophy of 
modern times is incapable of feeling the impres- 
sion tl^iit wa&jai»4e?0ais*8ifflft9^(i%hatic Vorld. 
Af the TOice of their pastor, the robber, the 
incendiary, the homicide, arose by thousands to 

* The Life and Achievements of St. Dominic Loricatus, was com- 
posed by his friend and admirer, Peter Damianus. See Fleury, Hist. 
Eedes. tom. xiii, p. 96-104. Baronius, ». 1056, No. 7, who ob- 
SCPTCS from Damianus, how fashionable, even among ladies of quality 
(sublimis generis), this expiation (purgatorii genus) was grown. 

5 At a quarter, or even half a rial a lash, Sancho Panza was a 
chewier, and possibly not a more dishonest, workman. I remember 
in P^re Labat (Voyagts en Italia, tom. vii, p. 16-29) a very lively 
picture of the dacterify of one of these artists. 

^ Quicunque pro solS devotione, non pro honoris vel pecunis ad- 
eptkne, ad liberandam ecclesiam Dei Jerusalem profectus foerit, iter 
iilud pro omni poenitentia reputetur. Canon. Concil. Qaromont. ii, 
p. 8*9. Guibert rtyles it novum salutis genus Q>. 471), and is al- 
most pbilasopbicai on the subject. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


19 


redeem their souls, by repeating on the infidels chap. 
the same deeds which they had exercised against 
their Christian brethren ; and the terms of atone- 
mentwere eagerly embraced by offenders of every 
rank and denomination. None were pure; none 
wereexeroptfrom theguiltandpenaltyofsin; and 
those who were the least amenable to the justice 
of God and the church, were the best entitled to 
the temporal and eternal recompenceof their pious 
courage. If they fell, the spirit of the Latin 
clergy did not hesitate to adorn their tomb M'ith 
the crown of martyrdom ;* and should they sur- 
vive, they could expect without impatience the 
delay and increase of their heavenly reward. They 
offered their blood to the Son of God, who had 
laid down his life, for tiieir salvation : they took 
Up the cross^ and en^ed with confidence into 
the Way of the Lord. His pi»videncd would 
watch over their safety ; perhaps his visible and 
miraculous power would smooth the difficulties of 
their holy enterprise. The cloud and pillar of 
Jehovah had marched before the Israelites into 
the promised land. Might not the Christians 
more reasonably hope that the rivers would open 
, for their passage ; that the walls of the strong, 
est cities would fall at the sound of their trum- 
pets ; and that the sun would be arrested in his 
mid-career, to allow them time for the destruc- 
tion of the infidels ? 


• Sucb at least the belief of the crusaders, and such is the uni- 
form style of the historians (Esprit des CroiaadCB, tom. iii, p. 477) } 
but the prayer for the repose of their souls is nKoasistent m irrtftu. 
dox theology srith the merits of martyrdom. ‘ 

c 2 
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CHAP. Of the chiefs and soldiers who marched to the 

LVIIf 

holy sepulchre, I will dare to affirm, that 
Temporal Were prompted by the spirit of enthusiasm ; the 
motive™** belief of merit, the hope of reward, and the as. 
surance of divine aid. But I am equally per- 
suaded, that in many it was not the sole, that in 
some it was not the leading, principle of action. 
The use and abttse^if^Feligidn’ are feeble to stem, 
they are strong and irresistible to impel, the 
stream of national manners. Against the private 
wars ofthe-barbariaus, tiieir bloody tournaments, 

- licenfiouh loves, and judicial duels, tbe popes 
and synods might ineffectually thunder. It is a 
more easy task to provoke tbe n^taf^yak^ dis- 
putes of the Greeks, to drive into the cloister 
the victims of anarchy or despotism, to sanctify 
the patience of slaves and cowards, or to assume 
the merit of the h iin.a njiji;,aiul.»hm>ayoUince of 
moderit' '' Waop amf eKcrclse were 
tbfe Deigning passions of the Franks or Latins ; 
they were enjoined, as a penance, to gratify 
tho^ passions, to visit distant lands, and to draw 
their swords again.^t the nations of t!ie East. 
Their victory, or even their attempt, would im- 
mortalize the names of the intrepid heroes of the 
c»oss4 and the purest piety could not be insen- 
sible to tte ihost splendid prospect of military 
glory. In the petty quarrels of Europe, they 
shed the blood of their friends and countrymen, 
for the acquisition perhaps of a castle or a village. 
They couM mardi with alacrity against the dis- 
tant and hostile nations who were de voted to 
their arms: their fancy already grasped thegolden 
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sceptres of Asia ; and the conquest of Apulia and chap. 
Sicily by the Normans might exalt to royalty the '■'^***- 
hopes of the most private adventurer. Christen- 
dom, in her rudest state, must have yielded to the 
climate and cultivat-i n of the mahometan coun- 
tries^ and their natural and artihcial wealth had 
been magnified by the^tales of pilgrims, and the 
giits of an imperfect commerce. The vul, ar, 
both the great and small, were taught to believe 
every wonder, of lands flowing with milk and 
honey, of mines and treasures, of gold and dia- 
monds, of palaces of marble and jasper, and of 
odoriferous groves of cinnamon and frankincense. 

In this earthly paradise, each warrior depended 
on his sword to carve a plenteous and honourable 
establishment, which he measured only by the 
extent of his wishes/ Their vassals and soldiers 
trusts tbeir fiDrtuaea,|» 6<^ and their mister j 
the spoils of a Turkish emir -might enndi the 
meanest follower of the camp ; and tlie flavour of 
the wines, the beauty of the t>ecian women,* 
were temptations more adapted to the nature, 
than to the profession, of the champions of the 
cross. The love of freedom was a powerful incite- 

' The .<;aine hopes were displayed in the letters of the adveotuim 
ad animandos qui in Prancia rettderant. HUfch de Reiteste could 
boast, that bis share amounted to one abbey and ten castles, of the 
yearly value of 1500 marks, and that he should acquire an hundred 
Castles by the conquest of Aleppo (Guibert, p. 551, 555). 

» In his genuine or 6ctitiuus letter to the count of Flanders, AlexI* 
tie mingles with the danger oi the church, and the reli^ of Mints, 
the auri et argcnti amor, and pulchcrrimarum fceminamm voluptaa 
(p* 476) ; as if, says the indignant Guibert* the (k«ek women w«r<e 
handMo:^ than those of France* 


c S 
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CHAP, ment to the multitudes who were oppressed by 
Lviii. pgyjjjj Qj. ecclesiastical tyranny. Under this holy- 
sign, Ihepeasants and burghers, who were attached 
to the servitude of the glebe, might escape from 
an haughty lord, and transplant themselves and 
their families to a land of liberty. The monk 
might release himself from the discipline of his 
convent: the debtor might suspend the accumu- 
lation of usury, gndthe-pursuitof his creditors; 
and outlaws and malefactors of every cast might 
continue to brave the laws and elude the punish- 
ment of their crimes.'* 

Tniuenee These motives were potent and numerous : 
of example, we have singly computed their weight on 
the mind of each individual, we must add the in- 
finite series, the multiplying powers of example 
and fashion. The first proselytes became the warm- 
est and most effectual missionaries of the cross ; 
among their friends preached 

tbeduiyv and the recompence, of their 

holy vow ; and the most reluctant hearers were 
insensibly drawn within the whirlpool of persua- 
sion and authority. The martial youths were fired 
by the reproach or suspicion of cowardice ; the 
opportunity of visiting with an army the sepulchre 
of Christ, was embraced by the old and infirm, 
by women and children, who consulted rather 
their zeal tbSn their strength ; and those who in 
the evening had derided the folly of their compa- 
nions, were the most eager, the ensuing day, to 

* See the privileges of the Cnu^gnati, freedomjrom debt, usur]^ 
injury, secular justice, 4c. The pope wa* their perpetual guardiw 
Pucauge, ti»n. ii, ]x 651, 65?). 
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tread in their footsteps. The ignorance, which 
magnified the hopes, diminished the perils, of 
tlie enterprise.' Since the Turkish conquest, the 
paths of pilgrimage were obliterated ; the chiefs 
themselves had an imperfect notion of the 
length of the way and the state of their ene- 
mies ; and such was . the stupidity of the peo- 
ple* that, at the sight of the first city or castle 
beyond the limits of their knowledge, they were 
readytp a^whether that was not the Jerusalem, 
the term and object of their labours. Yet the 
more prudent of the crusaders, who were not 
sure that they should be fed from heaven with a 
shower of quails or manna, provided themselves 
- with those precious metals, which, in every coun- 
try, are the representatives of every commodity. 
To defray, accoi^dingto their rank, the expences 
of the ro^ prhicea alienated tbeijr provinces, 
nobles their lands and castles, "peas^ts their 
cattle and the instruments of husbandry. The 
value of property was depreciated by the eager 
competition ofmultitudes ; while the price of arms 
and horses was raised to an exorbitant height, 
by the wants and impatience of the buyers.* 
Those who remained at home, with sense and 
* money, were enriched by the epidemical dispBse ; 
the sovereigns acquired at a cheap rate the do' 
mains of their vassals ; and the ecclesiastical pur- 

* Guifaert (p. 481) painU in lively colours this geiMral emotion. 
He was one of the few contemporaries who had genius enough to feel 
the aatonishjng scenes that were passing before their eyes. Erat iia. 
'I'te videre miraculum caro omnes emere, atque silt rendere, ic. 

C 4 
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CHAP, chasers completed the payment by the assurance 
oi their prayers. The cross, which was com-* 
monly sewed on the garment, in eloth or silk, 
was inscribed by some zealots on their skin; an 
hot iron, or indelible liquor, was applied to 
perpetuate the mark ; and a crafty monk, who 
shewed the miraculous impression on his breast, 
was repaid with the popular veneration and the 
richest benefices of Palestine.* 

Departure The fifteenth of August had f»eeftfixed in the 

of the first . _ /» i j /» 

crusajeis, couiicu OI Clemiont lor the departure of the 
pilgrims : but the day was anticipated by the 
May, &c. thoughtless and needy crowd of plebeians ; and I 
shall briefly dispatch the calamities Which they in- 
flicted and suffered, before I enter on the more 
serious and successful enterprise of the chiefs. 
Early in the spring, from the confines of France 
and Lorraine, above sixty thousand of the popu - 
lace 01 both sexes mis- 

sionary of tije dtisade, and pressed him with cla- 
morous importunity to lead them to the holy 
sepulchre. The hermit, assuming the character, 
without the talents or authority, of a general, 
impelled or obeyed the forward impulse of his 
votaries along the banks of the Rhine and Da- 
nube. Their wants and numbers soon compelled 
them ta separate, and his lieutenant, Walter 
the pennyless, a valiant though needy soldier, 
conducted a vanguard of pilgrims, whose condi- 


^ Some instances of these tiigmata are given in the fesprit des 
‘Croisades (torn, iii, p, 269, &c.) &om authors whom I have not seen. 
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tion may be determined from the proportion of chap. 
eight horsemen to fifteen thousand foot. The ex- 
ample and footsteps of Peter were closely pursued 
by another fanatic, the monk Godescal, whose 
sermoiishad swept away fifteen or twenty thousand 
peasants from tha? villages of Germany. Their 
rear wasagt^ pressed by an herd of two hundred 
thousand, the most stupid and savage refuse of 
the people, who mingled with their devotion a 
brutal licence of rapine, prostitutioin,and drunken- 
ness. Some counts and gentlemen, at the head 
of three thousand Irorse, attended the motions of 
the multitude to partake in the spoil ; but their 
genuine leaders (may we credit such folly ?) were 
a goose and a goat, who were carried in the front, 
and to whom these worthy Christians ascribed an 
iofttsion of :tte divine spirit.* Of these, and of 
other i>a«dariBf‘'eidbannast9,. the first and most 
easy warfare was against th<^ Jfews, the murderers 
of the son of God. In che trading- ciiios of the 
Moselle and the Rhine their colonies were nu- 
merous and rich ; and they enjoyed, uiider the 
protection of the emperor and the bishops, the 
free exercise of their religion.*” At V erdun. 


‘ Fuit ct aliiid sceliis detestabUe in hac coogi'Cgatione pedestris po- 
puU 8tulti ct vesans levitatw* quendain divino spiritu a.sbc- 

Tcbant adlatum, et <iapdiam non miiiu5 codom replcUm, ct has aibi 
duces sccundae vias fecerant, &c. (Albert. Aq;,en^i5, 1. i, c. 31, 
p. 196). Had these podsants founded an empire, they might have 
introduced, as in E^^ypt, the worship of animals, which their pbilu- 
eophic descendants would have glossed over with some specious and 
-subtle allcgoTy. 

” Beiyamin of "Tudela describes the state of hia Jewish brethren 

from 
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ciAF. Treves, Mentz, Spires, Worms, many thousand* 
of that unhappy people were pillaged and mas- 


sacred nor had they felt a more bloody stroke 
since the persecution of Hadrian. A remnant was 
saved by the firmness of their bishops, who ac- 
cepted a feigned and transientNCQnversion ; but 
the more obstinate Jews opposed th^fanaticism 
to the fanaticism of the Christians, barricadoed 
their houses, and precipitatuig themselves, their 
families, and their wealth, into the rivers or the 
flames, disappointed the malice, or at -least the 
avarice, of their implacable foes. 

•nies*. Between the frontiers of Austria and the seat 

ttmctionm _ , _ 

Kunga^ of the Byzantine monarchy, the crusaders were 
I'd. 1096. compelled to traverse an interval of six hufidred 
miles ; the wild and desolate countries of Hun- 
gary® and Bulgaria. The soil is fniitful, and 
intersected with rivers ; but it was then covered 
with morasses. and,.&re 8 t 8 ,'^-wlneht‘.-apPKid to a 
bODndl^*’^teii)^ ' whenevesr ma^ has ceased to 
exCTcise his dominion over the earth. Both na- 
tions had imbibed the irudiments of Christianity : 
the Hungarianswere ruled by their native princes; 






-4 

i 


from Cologne along the Rhine : they were rich, generous, learned, 
hospitable, and lived in the eager hope of the. Messiah (Voyage, ,* 
tom. i, p. 243-946, par Baratier . In seventy years (he wrote about , 

a. D. IITO) they had recovered from these massacres. - ^ t 

“ ‘These me wan r es and depredations on the Jews, which were re- 
newed at each ettinde, are cos% related. It is true, that St. Ber- - ' 
aard (epist. 363, tom. I, p. 329) admonishes the Oriental Pranks, non 
sunt persequendi Judsel, non sunt trucidandi. The contrary doc- 
trine had been preached by a rival monk. 

* See the contemporary description of Hangary in'OtCo of Frisin- 
gen, L 11, c. 31, in Muratori, Script. Serum Ittaicarum, tom. yf, 
fw 665, 666. 
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the Bulgarians by a lieutenant of the Greek em' chap. 
peror ; but, on the slightest pro'^ocation, their fe- 
rocious nature was rekindled, and ample provo- 
cation was afforded by the disorders of the first 
pilgrims. Agricjilture must have been unskilful 
and languid among a people, whose cities were 
built of reeds «)d timber, which were deserted in 
the summer season for the tents of hunters and 
■ shepherds. A scanty supply of provisions was 
rudely demanded, forcibly seized, and greedily 
consumed ; and on the first quarrel, the crusaders 
gave a loose to indignation and revenge. But 
their ignorance of the country, of war, and of 
discipline, exposed them to every snare. The 
Greek prefect of Bulgaria commanded a regular 
force ; at the trumpet of the Hungarian king, 
tiiee^hth (urtbetenth of his martial subjects bent 
theirbosN aodatountedduhortehack: tborpolky 
was insidious, and their retaliation on these pious 
robbers was unrelenting and bloody.’’ About a 
third of the naked fugitives,and the hermit Peter 
was of the number,'escapedto the Thracian moun • 
tains ; and the emperor, who respected the pil- 
grimage and succour of the Latins, conducted 
them by secure and easy journeys to Constanti- 
* nople, and advised them to await the arrival of 


’ » The old Hungarians, without excepting'Turotziui, are ill inform- 
ed of the 6rst crusade, which the; involve in a single passage. Ka- 
tona, like ourselves, can only quote the writers of France $ hot he 
compares with local science the ancient and modem geiqpwphy. 
if ate fortam^Cyperm, is Sopron or Pqaon : MatniHa, Zerolin ; FJ»- 
vimt Mart, Savus ; LiiUax, Leith ; Mettirtcii, or Alanehwg', Ouar. 
ar Moson ; ToCenivr', Prajy; (de Begibus Hupgaiim, tom. iii, p. 19 
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CHAP, their teethren. For awhile they remembered 
*''^**^' their faalts and losses ; but no sooner were they 
revived by the hospitable entertainment, than 
their venom was again inflamed: they stung their ' 
benefactor, and neither gardens, nor palaces, nor 
ehurches, were safe from their depredations. For 
his own safety. Alexias allured them to pass over 
to the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus ; but their 
blind impetuosity soon urged them t© desert 
the station which he had assigned, and to rush . ; 
headlong against the Turks, who occupied the I 
road of Jerusalem. The hermit, conscious of his 
shame, had withdrawn from the camp to Con- 
stantinople; and his lieutenant, Walter the penny- ; 
less, who was worthy of a better command^ at- ■ 

' tempted without success to introduce some order - 
and prudence among the herd of savages. They ] 
separated in quest of prey, and tliemselves fell an j 
easy prey to the arts^oHhgj|tiyyj^.JSjf.^^ t 

that were rioting in 

the spmls of his capital, Soliman tempted the 
main body to descend into the plain of Nice : l 
they were overwhelmed by the Turkish arrows j j 
and a pyramid of bones’ informed their com- 
panions of the place of their defeat. Of the first | 
crusatlers, three hundred thousand had already ' v 
perished, before a single city was rescuedfrom the 
• infidels, belwe ’ their graver and more noble 
brethren had completed the preparations of 
their enterprise.' 


' Anna Comnena 'AlexJae, 1 . i*. 3ft7) descril^ thia trtn MXt>- 

In tbt 

siege of Nice, such were used by the Franks Uiemselves as th® 
srials of a wall. 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP. None of the great sovereigns of Europe em- 

* barked their persons in the first crusade. The em- 

The chiefs peror Henry the fourth was not disposed to obey 
•m^st |.}jg summons of the pope : Philip the first of 
France was occupied by his pleasures ; William 
Rufus of England by a recent conquest; the kings 
of Spain were engaged in a domestic war against 
the Moors ; and the northern monarchs of Scot- 
land, Denmark,’’ Sweden, and Poland, were yet 
strangersto the passionsandinterestsof the south. 
The religious ardour was more strongly felt by the 
princes of the second order, who held an im- 
portant place in the feudal system. Their situation 
will naturally cast under four distinct heads the 
review' of their Pames and characters ; but I may 
escape some needless repetition, by observing at 
once, that courage and the exercise of arms are the 
common attribute of these Chris tian adventurers. 

Godfrey I. J'lie.first $6fli . w WOT and couhcD is 
loB. justly due to Godfrey of Bouillon ; and happy 
would it have been for the crusaders, if they had 
trusted themselves to the sole conduct of that ac- 
complished hero, a worthyrepfesentative of Char- 
lemagne, from w hom he was descended in the 
female line. His father wasaof the noble race of 
the counts of Boulogne : Braoant, the loWer pro- 
vince of Lorraiue,* was the inheritance of his 

The author of the Esprit des Croisadk has doubted, ^ might 
have disbelieved, the crusade and tragic dd^th of prince Sueno, with 
IfiOO or 15,000 Danes, who was cut off bjfisultan Soliman in Cappa- 
■ but who still lives in the poem of Tasso (tom. ivtp. 111-115.> 

• The fragments of the kingdoms of Lotharihgia, or Lorraine, 
were broken into the two duchies of the Moselle, and of the Meuse s 
the first has preserved its name, which in the latter has befS 

changed into that of Brabant (Vales. Notit. Call. p. 283-288). 
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WOther; and by the emperor’s bounty, he was ch/p. 
himself invested with that ducal title, which has 
been improperly transferred to his lordship of 
Bouillon in the Ardennes.* In the service of 
Henry the fourth, he bore the great standard of 
the empire, and pierced with his lance the breast 
of Rodolpb, the rebel king : Godfrey was the 
first who ascended the walls of Rome ; and his 
sickness, his vow, perhaps his remorse for bear- 
ing arms against the pope, confirmed an early 
resolution of visiting the holy sepulchre, not as a 
pilgrim, but a deliverer. His valour was ma- 
tured by prudence and moderation ; his piety, 
though blind, was sincere ; and, in the tumult 
of a camp, he practised the real and fictitious 
virtues of a convent. Superior to the pri\’ate fac- 
tions of the efai«^ he reaw^ his enmity for 
the enemies of (Thrist rainRhongh gained a 
kingdom by the attempt, his pure and disin- 
terested zeal was acknowledged by his rivals. 


Godfrey of Bouillon" 
two brothers, 
succeeded to th^^H 
younger, BaldwHH 
guous virtue. 
celebrated on 
his birth and eJ9H| 
sant with the 

* See, in the UcscrilfiBtfM 
'articles ot' 

Ion, p. 134. ^11 his Huililpa 
'4be church for 1300 

“ See the family chararii'r oi 
«. 5-S : his previous design m 
in' Bernard, Thesaur. (c. 78). 


was accompanied by hLs 

I ace the elder, who had 
jof Boulogne, and by the 
naracter of more ambi- 
pe of Lorraine was alike 
pe of the Rhine : from 
■ be was equally conver- 
tid T'eutonic languages: 

39 

ppiee, by the Abbe de Loaguerue, the 
ih lirabant, part ii, p. 47, 48. Bonil- 
Bludfrey sold or pawned Bouillon ts 

Godfrey, in William of Tyre, 1. ix, 
Guibert (|>. hiseiclkoestandvow. 
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ciAP. the bBffOns of France, Germany, and Lorraine, ' 
assembled their vassals ; and the confederate force ' 
that marched under his banner was composed of 
fourscore thousand foot and about ten thousand ! 
I. Hugh ofhorse. ii. In the parliament that was held at I 
to1™Ro. Parig, in the king’s presence, about two montltfi | 
after tne council of Clermont, Hugh count of i. 

nandy, Ro- ’ ~ 

bert of Vermandois was the- m(»t bonis^icuous of the 
Stephen of pHnces who assumed the cross. But the appeh J 
^artres, of f'/ic g 7 -eat WHS applied, not so much to / 

his merit or possessions (though neither were * 
contanptible), as to the royai birth of the bro^ % 
ther of the king of France.^ Robert duke of | 
Normandy was the eldest son of 'William the* , 
conqueror ; but on his fathers death he was de- ) 
prived of the kingdom of England by his own ^ 
indolence and the activity of his brother Rufus. ^ 
The worth of Robert was degi’adcd by an exces- J 
idvedeiri^ arf ea^e^ oiPtmpeV : liis cheerfub ; 
ne® seduced him to the indulgence of pleasure ; f 
his profuse liberality impoverished the prince and , 
people ; his indiscriminate clemency multiplied " 
the number of offenders ; a^^d the amiable qua- j 
lities of a private man becf^ie the essential de- 
fects of a sovereign. For tlte trifling sum Of t^,| 
thousand marks he mortgagid Normandy during ? 
his ^isence to the linglisfe usurper but hfe J 

* Anna Comnena supposes that HugJtaras proud of his nobility, ^ 
riches, and power (I. x, p. 888): the tw^las^ articles appear mot* ( 
equivocal ; but ^ ittytutet which seven lundred years ago was fa- '' 
nums in the palace of Constantinople, attests the arilient dignity rf f 
the Capetian family of Fiance. ^ ' * 7 

J Will. Gemeticensii, I. vii, c.7, p. 6T£, 673, in Camden Nonnanicis. * 
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engagement^ and behaviour in the holy war, an- 
nounced in Robert a reformation of manners, 
and restored him in soine degree to the public 
esteem. Another Robert was count of Flanders, 
a roy^ province, which, in this century, gave 
three thrones <^ F«3iM5e, England, 

an d sii^aioed .the sword- ^d 

Ifi^^S^the Christians ; but in the exploits of a 
soldier, he sometimes forgot the duties of a gene- 
ral. Stephen, count of Chartres, of Bto^lftd 

of Troyes, was one of .thp ^t'st princes' of 
age; and tihe jaiuteber of his castles has been 
compmed to the three hundred andsixty-fivedays 
of the year. His mind was improved by litera- 
ture; and in the council of the chiefs, the elo- 
quent Steph^* was chosen to discharge the office 
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tin; pilgrims of the Biiti<h isles :J)ilt the list of 
the barons who were possessed of three or four 
towns, would exceed, says a contemporary, the 
catalogue of th^g^i war.* m. In the south m. Ray- 
of France, the|^H||d was assumed by Adhe-Th^Ll 


rhir,. 

He pairned the ducH 
revenue. Ten tfaoul 
livres, and Konnan| 
(Necker, Adminis 

* His original Id 
nom. Luc. d'Acherj 
tom. i, p. ea 

* Oniiia ctA), I 
nnineretpqiiqfnitj 
cocghK putetur 

VOL XI. 


^e pope^ legate, mid 

i of tfae pietent yealf 
Nr lie equal to five hundred thousand 
lields fifty-seven millions to the king 
wees, tom. i, p. 287). 
life is inserted in the Sp^Uq^um of ‘ 
quoted in the Esprit dcs'Ch^ail^ 

f u quatuor o]^>id|;ra||a,.dommos quis 
1 ,‘ut non vixyo^m Trojana obsidi* 
and interesting Guibert, p. 4S«?). 
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Ci.IV« ANO PAU< I 

count of St. Giles and Ttolous^ 
w^^^ded tfae prouder titles of dube of Nar- f 
and marquis of Provence. The former. 
was a respectable prelate, alike qualified for tb^ % 
world and the uext.^ The latter was a vet^aa 
warrior, who had fought against the Smracensr^ I 
Spain, and who consecrated his declining age, 

{8^ice,.of 

and riches gave him a ascendant in tl^^ 


Christian camp, whose distress he was trften 


and sometiinea.v^^^ng, to relieve. was;;^ 

earner ifor itka -to.^iiwtr^ejup^ infidel^ k, 

than to pres^e tte loye 
associates. His eminent qualities^wef<^ .cl^l^l^d . 
by -A temper haughty, envious, and obstinate 
and though he resigned an ample patrimonjr J 
for the cause of God, his piety, in the public. 

jo^n. hiOQ^ whii^, inc^ded the natives of Ajfc- 3 
vergne unid Languedoc,^ the vassals of the kiuig^;? 


► It is singular enough, that Raymond if St. Giles, a secoitd Artao"', 




tBf in jUkc genuine history of the cm8iide& shoulS shine, Srst of /*;■ 

the Greeks (Anls Comnen. Alexiad, 1. x, xi|^ ^ 
■nd the AniliiMhs fLa(#iAntMM,p. It9)a . .'y.^ 

* Omnesde BorgandiUM A>mMil,etVilmniS,etGo^{ofi.<»^^< 
dec), provinciates appc&almntiir, oterl verotruiHgeos^i^ io exer< ^ 
citu ; inter hostes autem Fnuici dwebanft. jj^^moiid des AgOes, 5 

p. m 

*nietawnofhisiUrth,'orfc«tqj|ISB^|e,'mttc«Me(shuedto .y 

dins, whoae nsiine, as esjrly aa iik crinndei was cocrapted tqr 
FrendiiiitoSt>eUles,orSt.6iM. ttis j^tfl^dih the lower Langoodbc, f 

» betweot i 


-.a 
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dam of BupguBd}r or Aries, From the cha p. 

frontier of Spaiii> he; dtew a basd of hardy ad-- 
venturers^ a» he. mKKdied though Lombanfy, a 
crow-d .^ltaltans flocked te his standardyH^ his 
unit^^S^S^ eooslsted qf one 
ho^- to' 

(^ay"m^he: 
the greatness of his preparation and 
the promise of an everlasting farewell, iv. The"- 

* mond an4 

name of Behemond, the sod of RobHr^-jChdanapi^s'aDCMd. ' 
D^Hfready ^dpide rictoiy ovi#' 

the Greek,>^EB{)ei^: ^t his father’s will had 
redutod him to the principality of Tarentum, 
and the remembrance of bis eastern tn^hies^ tUlr 
he was awakened by the ruraoor and passage ot 
the^F«eB|^ |)iii^griiiH,;i^^4s in the ^rson of this ^ 

lanaticisiii, 1 lis conduct may jii.stify a fielief that 
he had secretly directed the design of the i)ope, 
which he affected to second with astonishment and 



zeal : ^ the siege o| 

ann^ihe'.iBStanl 
crosses for tbem 
to visit Constaii 
ten toousanc 
SevMal prin^ 
tlm veter 


hnwteNii 

the 

‘The’ma^Bcr 


hi, his example and 
of a confederate 
garment to su^y 
^mid-pri^paxgd 
fat the head of 
twenty thousand foot, 
orman race accompanied 
and hb cousin Tancre^ 

le, and still boasts a coU^Utv church of 
'(Sfelangcs Urei d’niie grande Blbliothe* 


was Emma, sister of the great Robert Guis- 

card ; 



CHAP. 
. LVHI. 


wasi 


r'fifcinfi ANis'pjLfe .'i 

-m 

tner, rather than the servant, of th#V 




Chivalry. 


wiH^' In the accomplished character of Tancre^^i« 
discover all the virtues of a perfect knight,^ 
tlie true spirit of chivalry, which inspired thi% 
generous sentiments and social offices^of flianjs 
far better than the base philosophy, or the base#3 
religion, of the times. 

tife Prusades, a 
the Spaniards, the Norttians^" and theT’rendi 
which Was gradually extended to the rest of 
rope.^ -'The ise*idee''Of tihe infantry was^^^iBe^ 
to the pdebeiabs j the'Cavith^ fdrn^ the strengtl^ 
of the armies, an<l the ^ 

or soldier, was confined to the gentf^fii^'^Whd^ 

' ■ ■ ‘ ^ 

card ; bis father, the marquis Odo the good. It is singular enougl^ 



that the family and country of so illustrious a person should be tlQ^ 

• 1.... . 


kuown; but Muratori reasonably coniecti 

andi 


aa qn ItaCaAr' 



* To gratify the childish vanity of the bouse of Este, Tasso haqll^l^ 
serted in his poem, and in the first crusade, a fabulous hero, the 
and antonnta Kintddo htV 75, xvi], 66-94>). He mif^t 
name from a RinaMo, iritk tfaeAquila bianca Eatense, arbo vanqiiiA^^^ 
ed, as the standard-bearer of the Roman^hurch, the emperor Fred^fc^' 
' " ” ratori Script. Itai. tom. 


I. (Storia Imperiale di Ricobaldo, in 
p. SCO. - Ariosto, Orlando Furioso, iit, 
sixty -years between the youth of the 
itol ti gr. & The Storia Imperiale is a 

(Muri 


But, 1. The iRsj^paee.<K«;| 
lo Rinaldos des^^A 
[rgery of the coMenoyardW'j 
>ri, ^ 881-289). a 


(Muratori, Esterase^ [tonu'i, p. ! 

a Of the' words geii^itu. gidttWi«mme,^p 
produced : 1. From the barbarians iriT th 
aiiAat i^^b the conquenna qf 1 


rical than the hero of Tatg^ 

V ■ V ' 

, ttro efyidedo^es al*f' 


a 


tlma^ets.;^ 


(heir forrign nobility ; and# 2. Prom the amae cdBli^cdyiiiaqf^ 
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served on horseback, and were invested with the chap. 
character of knighthood*. The dukes and counts, _ ' 
who had usurped the rights of - sovereignty, di- 
vided the provinces amoDg their faithfo^ barons: 
the b«EO^.di8tributedamongthdu!.v^sd8thehef3 
or .benefioB^)^ <^ew. Juxisdkid^^ add ffiese mili- 

higi^iolhiposed' the noble or equestrian order, 
which disdained to conceive the peasant orburgher 
as of the same species witirtbemseitetK^^^to 
dignity of their -Mrth yiEaa^fasaserved by pure 
and equal alhaneesr; their sons alonej who could 
produce, four quarters or Unes of ancestry, with- 
out spot or reproach, might legally pret«id to 
the honour of knighthood ; but a valiant plebeian 
was toBCietiia« enrid^ and ennobled by the 



judgment, the character which he received ; and 
the warlike sovereigns of Europe derived more 
glory from this personal distinction, than from 


slight blow, 
which it 


first,'lwt' 

" Fnuaci? 



the lustre of 
whidi some traces 
the woods of Ge^ 
and profane ; t! 
'trial, was 
and bis chee] 


This ceremony, of 
>und in Tacitus and 
in its origin sihaple 
;e, after some previotts 
tbe^ sword and spurs ; 
were touched with a 
blem of the last aflrmit 
or him to endure. But Stf- 

with ngatuMt, Scldenindinea to the 
fmrey as well as probaUc. 

\em orzuint. Tacitus. Germania* c, IS. 
i> 3 


• Aiitr tmt 

p6i^^|||ite ' miBgled in every pablic and prirsMi 
life : in liie holy wars, it sanctifie#;^^^ 
of arms; and the order of chivadty wi^ 
^l^unilatedinits ri^tKand |aivilegestothe stioeed; 
orders of priesthood. The bath and white gw| 
meat of the novice were an indecent oopy-^ ^ 
the regeneration of baptism: his sword, whkhJ^ 

- of religion : faig- awHapil 

by lasts and vigils ; and he was created a knight 
htt^d^patpe of God, of St. George,. 'mid 

;^He swore toweopffi^ 
ation, : ^ 

ample, and the ^b6c-opahi«pv^re.the inv^^^ 
lable guardians <if liisoathi' ’'AaAhcs'id^diafdBnof' 

- iSod and the ladies (I blush to unite such discea^' 
dant names), he devoted himself to speak tii^ 
truth ; to maintain the right ; to protect the d|a 




i^^^»Sifcds ; to desj^J 
nf ease and safety ; and to vip^l 
' in ;«TOigr ;ji^ous . adventure the bonwr ^ 
^ character. ^T^jabase of theaenne spiirK^a^l 
voked the illiterate taii^t ^ disdain the arta^ 
industry and peace ; to estiem hinaself j«ie solJ 
j^^ nod avenger of hhlowB 
lP®|Vrti^S!>>sP(|^i«iE^4he lawK of civil society and 
miHtafyrdlK^iia; ;1R« the^neat.s of this insg^i 
tution, to r^ae the teinpeil|Ef .herban and 
..to infuse some pnnci|des’ justice, and 

hHBianity, were stroi^ly felt, nna^]^ been oft^ 
observed. Hie asperity of national prejudice wos 
softened } and the community of religion- and j 









4siW#9‘»'W’as usually led by an attendant, and 
be.^^e^Iy rode a pad or palfrey of a more easy 




His helmet and sword, his greaves and 
h^K^er, it would be superfluous to describe j tmt 
I may remark, that at the period 
the armour was less ponderous in later 
times ; and that, instead of a massy cuirass, has 
breast nr coat of 

may.'-- Wheft 

rest, the warriors furiously j^mnred their hors» 
against the foe ; and the light cavalry of the 
and Arabs omUd seldom stand agaii^ the 
dim^ -'and in^fapus w^ht of, their charge. 
Each knight was atten^d to' the^'fleld by' his 
faithful squire, a youth of eqasd birth jti>Ai <a«afc > 
lar hopes ; he was followed by his archers and 
men at arms, and four, or five, or six soldiers, 
were computed as the furniture of a complete 
Zance., , _ _ 

tihe duties of the 


feudal tenure no longer subsisted ; the voluntary 
service of the knights and their followers was 
either prompted Ity zeal or attachment, or pur- 
chased with rewards and pronnses ; and the num- 
bers of each squadron were I measured by the 
power, the wealth, and the fame, of each inde- 
p€^delii(<ehMft8in. They wck distinguished by 
his banner,' his armorial coaL and his cry of 
war ; and the most ancient fltoilies of Europe 
must seek in these rnrhieVeffi^^ the origin and 
proof of their nobility.. In this rabi<^prtrait of 
diiyalry, I have been urged to antic^^ on tb© 
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stoiy of the crusades, at once an effect, and-« 
cause, of this memorable institution.’^ 

Such were ti»e lioop^ imd such the leaders, 
who ass^Med the croi^'ffn’thedelhrm^ce Of tiie 
holy si^lcla-e. As'ioon as th^- wepe'^relieved 

ettc<i*a^^lii«liiPs^S^r,‘hf and 

Si^l^'tO'acCofnplish their vow, and hasten thew 
departure. Their wives and sisters were desirous 
of partaking the danger and me 
m^fe ; their portable tsonve 

bars of silirereMdgoJd; and the princes and ba- 
rons were attended by their equipage of hounds 
and hawks to amuse their leisure and to supply 
their table. The difficulty of procuring subsist- 
ence lor so many myriads of men and horses, 

agreed to meet in the neighbourhood of Con- 
stantinople, and from thence to begin their ope- 
rations against the Turks. From the banks of 
the Meuse and the Moselle, Godfrey of Bouillon 
fWfewed the direct way of Germany, Hungary, 

'^ng as he exertssed the 
^ep afforded- 8(»Be ' proof 
ae^ On the confines of 
1 three weeks by a chris- 


and Bulgaria ; a^ 
, sole command, 
of his prudencej 
Hungary he 



rof knighthood, 

and tuurnaments, an ample fund of in* 
Rt 9ii Selden (Opera, tom* iii, part L 'pities of 
•‘>9 8), Oiieangc (Oloss* Latin, tom. iv, p, 
lisMitations bur JoinviUe (!• p* 

Kd M* de ht. Palaje iMemuirs tur la Chevaleric). 


CHAP. 

XjVlfiU 


^.frjiJiP. t» whoGa tbe Bsaae, or at least tl^ 

the cross was justly odious. The Huor 
jPlCiiiBS ^ilt smarted with the' wounds which they 
flilttd received from the first pilgrims : in their turn 
Ithey bad abused the right of defence and retafian . 
4k)n ; and they had reason to apprehend a severe : 
revenge from an hero of the same natkm^ and. 



tuons duke was conteBt' tn f^y-the crimes asd 
misfortunes of his wmthless hre^rea; and Us 
Uaelyet of 'pem^e,. re* , 

ifHi»led’:|B oame^ fees^^tuasi^ge-nxid an equal 
market. To remiQn« -.tfa^..8iU|a^i[|p^,,^k^ey 
trusted himself, and a(&erw8id«F:U9^hi;(|^h«|^U> '« 
^Ajuth (d* Carlomao king cd* Hungary, M^ho . 
treated them with a simple but hospitable enter- ? 
tainment : the treaty was sanctified by their com*, 

soldiers. From Austria to Be^ad^,t^y •1 
traversed ^ plains of Hungary^ wiithmit.«a^r 4 
ii^ or offeruig an iqjmy ; smd the prosimity of 
Carloman, who hovered on flanks with luS ) 
numerous cavalry, was a premution not less use- 
ful for their safety than for his own. They ^ ? 
mi|lw0^te^.h(^s of the Save ; and no sooner 
bad they paired the rim^th^ the king of Hun- 
gary restored the hostages, aud saluted tieir de. ; 
parture with the fmrest i r isl^ L fiw the succear 
^ their enterprise. ‘With conduct 

and di%ipline, Godfrey pervaded tiieVoc^ ,«f 
Bulgaria and the frontiers of Thrace ; anJ’jqght ! 
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congratulate biniself, that be bad almost rcadbfid 
the first tmh of his |)ilgrimage,''witbout drawing 
his swcud agamst RK^^iaB adversary. After an 
«asy and^^teasantjtwnieytbrough Lomban^jfrtmi 
Turiiii»i'i^tdleia[^lU3'tnoDd and^is^bvincials 



weatb^ !CiN3s*a 
the land was mountainous and de- 
solate ; the natives were either fugitive or hostile ; 
loo^ ia ♦bar religion and gov-e«Ma^ttjf*f^l!||jMBe- 
#l^ft to fugii«fa)if»iBa<iiMea^^i^^^^ ; 
the strag|^ts#f^tie^e^ised bynight and day the 
tjf the count, who derived more secu- 
♦ri^from the punishment of some captive rob- 
bers than from his interview tod treaty with the 
^Htofia of Sbodra.^ His tearrfi between Duraz- 

Greek emperor ; and tin? same faint ' ahfd ' aiiibi- 
guous hostility was prepared for the remaining 
^kfs, who passed the Adriatic from the coast 
T)f Italy. Bob 
#N^^ht a 

’ The famljliB 
' the national hlstori 
and careless. Tn t' 
tryas for aa 
207). 

»* Scodras 

Wag 



arms and vessels, 
and his name was 

icaneiwvVVfllKI* milJiiapKftlitf 
fit^aiat^* liie ,Cre^ remote 
CMomea redu^ the maritime coun- 
'(Katoiia, Hist. Crit. tom. iii, p. 195- 


as the eapitai and fortress of Geotios 
munitissbna, afterwards a ttlBiaA etdehiy 
39i). It it now cailed Iseodar, or Scutari 
Ancienne, tom. i, p. 164). The sanjiak (now 
Scheodeire. was the ei^rth wider the Begler- 
and fomislMd *00 seldiws on a revenue of 78,T8T 
Stato MUitare dei Impraro Otttanano, p. 18^. 


CHAP. 

•LVIH. 




-AKH^v-yiias. 


Bot in the provinces of Epirus and The;^* 

*‘^***‘ salyi:'^ "Whatever obstacles he encountered were 


a^isaoonted by his military conduct and the va- 
JMWr of Tancred; and if the Norman prince 
fleeted to spare the Greeks, he gmrged his sol- 
diers with the full plunder of an heretical castle.* 
The nobles of France pressed forwards with the 

has - 

to Apulia the march 6f Hi^^be.|^eat, of lhe' 
two Roberts, and of Stephen of Ghartres^through 
afwealthy c<$iimtry/asdi .amidst the applanding' 
was- a devout or tmin^aiit progress s 
they kissed the feet of the Roni^.4|K>Btiff ; and 
the golden standard of St. Peter 
the; brother of the French monarch." But in 
this visit of piety and pleasure, they neglected 
to secure the season, and the means, of their;*, 

the 

of Italy. They separately accomplished 
t^eir paa!^ei .rc^;ardless of safety or dignity r 
and within nme memths from the feast of the* 
assumption, the day appointed by Urban, all 
the Latin princes had reach^ Constantinople. 






■ . . . ^iatum cum suit iiabitai. 

quiamurtim*^ 

tcatabiiisaermoltcabMr actpe'&rt, Jamque circunyaceu^ ,Wi|^*Bes 
suo pravo dogmate fasdaverat (Bqbert Mon, p. 36 , 37 ), aAt 
rdaUng the fact, the arehbiahop Bald^^aMftW , Omnea ai-, 

qoidem ail viatores, Judteoa, hcretkos, SaiiicdWai^^ter habdit 
exons 5 quo omues aiq}«nant inimicos Dei (p, 

lao^ 1. x^ 



- OF THE ftOMAH EMPIRE. 4^ 

But the count of Vermanddis was produced ds a chap, 
captive; his foremost vessels were scattered by 
a tempest ; and bis j^r^n, against the law of na-'"~‘^' 
tions, was>4etamed by tim Heutenants of Alexius. 

Yet the arrival of Hugh had been ranmmced by 
four-^od>tweKty fcnigbts inr^leiGt'pilHour, who 



dhf^lMin Christians; the brother of the king M 
kings.P 

In some Oriental tale I have read tbejNiMoCaPoin^ of 
who was ruined 1^; . the accMnpli^ih^^ 
of his own^w^bes: heihad prayed for water; the"® Com. 
Gaages was turned into his grounds, and his d. lose, 
Stock and cottage were swept away by the inun-“^^^ 
dation. Such was the fortune, or at least the May. 
a|ipRehensioD, . of the Greek emperor Alexius 


represented by his daughter Anne,”* atfd fite 


* "O rtn /iuciXtiit, luu tifxwyK r» rfXTfjfiarit 

rnttafTK. This Oriental pomp is extravagant in a count of Verman- 
dots i but the patriot Ducange repeats with much complacency (Not. 

3Sg,SS3. Oiaaert. xxvii, sur Joinville, -p. 310), the 
paaai^B> ^;afatthew Faris,(a. d. 1^04) ai)d Froissard (voL iv, p. SOI), 
which'^t#^ king of Fcjui&, rex regum, and idwf de tuua tea nds 
Chretiens. 

t Anna Comnena t 
tion vii (Alesiad, 1 
first crusade, 

Nieephorus I 
295, 

hiahond t 



.1 

the Itt df December, a. b. 1083, indic- 
iffy At thirteen, the time of the 
I'nd fMjrhaps roarned to the younger 
fondly styles tsv Kai^a^ (}* X« 
nave iouigiaed that her i^uty to Bo- , 
pointed lore. In the transactions of 
})artia} accounts (Alex. L x, xi,. p. S83- 
partiality of the Latins, hut in their 
ft is brief and ignorant 




A / 


CHAP. 

ivin. 


In the epuncil «f Placentia, hii 
aiallf^ndkn's bad solicited a moderate succour, 
pE^^jps ten thousand soldiers ; but be was 
a^nished by the approach of so many potent^ 
(Mefs and fanatic nations. The emperor flu©' 
tuated between hope and fear, between timidity 
and courage ; but in the crooked policy whiclr-he 
mistook 1 cannot 

that he nmlkiiefaniiipsw^ 

life or honour of the French heroes. The pftv 
miscuous multitudes of Peter the hermit were 
savage h^ti^:«|like. destitute of humaiHty and 
rcasimi new war it poa^bie for Alexias to * 
vent or deplore tfaeic d^dnKbda^.X]|e:tro<^ of 
Godfrey and his peers ware less eia ^m|iti|>|h 
but no* less suspicious, to the Greek emperor. 
Their motives might be pure and pious ; but he 
was equally alarmed by his knowledge of the am* 

wMidind and hcailstrong: they might be tempfod . 
by the lusury and wealth of Greece, 
the view and opinion ed’ their invincdblesti'^^ths^-' 
and Jerusalem might be forgotjten in the prosp^f ■ 
of Constantinople. After a loqg march and pain# 
ful abstinence, the troops of Godfrey encsmqied 
im.ihc<^«ba ot Thrace ; they heard with indijgv^ 

count of Yert9|ii<- 
dois, was imp^simed by^yOreeks ; smd dfeir 
... 

' la their vietrs of the dioiactu 0od cenduAM Adcius, Mum# 
bourg Ims favoured the catholic rraake, and V<dtuNH^y>een partial' 
to the adUmoftc Greeks. TSe ptqildice of a {diihnophM^ le^ ex< 
pusable than (bat of a Jesnit. 


4 

# 
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rductaot duke w«s compell^ to iudulge them ha chap. 
some freedom of retaliatioa aad rapine. They 
wm-e ap^ea^d the suhmis^u of Alexhis : 
pr(mused, |i^ au^ly th^ £aJB»p; and as they re- 
fiis^ iotoe midstuf winter, to |>ais„the.Bo^>ho- 



^narc^wsea. 

incurable jealousy still rankled in the 
minds of the two nations, who despised each other 
as slaves and barbariaBS. Ignorancf^isth^^^Si^ 
effUS^km, and suspkioB^WfR in^aiaed'tnto da^ 
provocatiop4,.pi^d^ ^blind, hunger is deaf ; 
and Alexius is accused of a design to starve or 
assank'the Latins in a dangerous post, on aU 
sides encompassed with the waters.* God&ey 
scHtod^ his tnunpets, bur^ the net, orer^read 
^ ^ . pgdttd i JN h> P/ . hut the 

g^s 

tlie ramparts were liiu'd with archers ; tuad aftd: 
a doubtful conflict, both parties listened to the 
voice of peace and religion. The gifts and 
proimses of the emperor insensibly soothed the 
^^.spirit of the western strangers ; as a chris- 
tiiui'^§fHp^,.-he rekto^ed theu' for the jpro- 
secution of their b9ly enterprise, tirhich he en- 
"gaged to seccmd with Ms troops and treasures. 
On the retui^M^ persuaded 


Bosphonu, and the jriver Baitijaes, 
;is flfteeB miles through a flat mea- 
iiroi>c aiid ConittanUno]de is by the 
which in successire ages was restored 
de Bosphoro Tbrado, L ii, c. 3> On- 
iv, c, t, IT. 179). 




cnxt. to pleasant and plentiful camp in Asia;'', 
aoi^^looner had he passed the Bosphorus, than 
ressels were suddenly recalled to the ■ 
><q[>posite shore. The same policy was repeated 1 
with the succeeding chiefs, who wctc swayed by ' ' 
the example, and weakened by the departure, of ' 
their foremost companions. By his skill and dfli- 


*.^^y two 
it 


geno^ 
of the 

under the walls of Consts^^^Dple ; and before*fce^f^ 
feast of the Penticost not a Latin pilgrim was left 
OB the-coast of Bnirope. ^ ^ 

He obtains ' The sameiHins WiBch tftr^tened Europe m%ht ";( 
deliver Asia, and repel th6«Tuiks ftopafhe neigh- i 
bouring shores of the Bosphorus andflS te il ^ i ^ . A 
The fair provinces from Nice to Antioch were^y 
the recent patrimony of the Homan emperor 
and his ancient and perpetual claim still embraced-; 


the ho- 
soage of 
the cru- 
Okdera. 


or affected, the am- c 
bitious hope of leading his new allies to subvtfk^l 
the thrones of the East ; but the calmer dfetafe^^ 
of reason andtemperdissuadedhim from exp^n§f;| 
his royal person to the faith of unknown 
lawless barbarians. His prudence, or his ptkte,^;? 
content with extorting from the French 
of homage and fidelity, and a = 
solemn would either rrafcore,* 



as the humUte . 


or hold, their Asaatifc c( 
and loyal vassals of the Rom^ebpire. Thefic 
iibependent spirit was firH at ^|Hp*4iention 
this foreign and voluntary servitude ?^ey s^ 
cessively yielded to the dexterous applicat ^ o f 


OF THE HOMAN EMPIRE. 


49 


gifts and flattery ; and the first proselytes becafiie 
the most eloquent and efiectual missionaries to 
multiply the companions of their shame. The 
pride of Hu^ of V«mandois was soothed by 
the bonours Of his ca^vity ; and in the Iffother of 
the French king» the example of submission w ' s 
prevxdent and weighty. In the mind of Godfi^/ 
rtf' Bouillon eveiy human consideration was sub- 
ordinate to the glory of God and the success of 
the crusade. He had firmly resisted the tem^- 
tions of Bohemond and Raymond, who urged the 
attack and conquest of Constantinople. Alex- 
ius esteemed his virtues, deservedly named him 
the champion of the empire, and dignified his 
homage with the filial name and the rights of 
adoption.* The hitfeful Bohemond was received 
'as a true and ancient all^; and if the emperor 
reminded hnn of tbrnu? ho^ilities, it was -only 
to praise the valour that he had displayed, and 
the glory that he had acquired, in the fields of 
Durazzo and Larissa. The son of Guiscard was 
lodged and entertained, and served with imperial 
poo^ : one day, as he passed through the gallery 
of the pdace, a door was carelessly left open to 
, expose a pile of gold and silver, of silk and gems, 
of curious and eostly furniture, that was heaped 
in seeming disorder, from the floor to tlie roof 
of the chamber, Jl^ hat conquests,” exclaimed 
the ambitiou^jlMilf', “ ipight not be achieved 





‘TJwe 
^ ini 


sort* of adoption, the one by arms, the oth^ 
ie son between the shirt and' skin of his father. 
oinviUe, diss. xzii, p. S70) supposes Godfrey’s adojp* 
been of the latter.sort. 


CHAP. 

LVIII. 
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CHAP. 

LVIII. 


niCLIKE ANB FALL ' 

“ by the possession of such a treasure ?” “ It 

“ is your own,” replied a Greek attendant, 
who watched the motions of his soul ; and Bo- 
hemond, after some hesitation, condescended to 
accept this magnificent present. The Norman 
was flattered by the assurance of an independent*** 
principality; and Alexius eluded, rather than 
deniedj his daring demand of the oflSce of great 
domestic, or general of the East. The two 
Roberts, the sons of the conqueror of England, 
and the kinsmen of three queens," bowed in 
their turn before the Byzantine throne. A pri- 
vate letter of Stephen of Chartres attests his 
admiration of the emperor, the most, excellent 
and liberal of men, who taught him to%eB^e 
that he was a favourite, and promised to edu- 
cate and establish his youngest son. In his * * 
southern province, the count of St. Giles and 
Tholouse faint^ rec^niSed the supremacy of 
the. king of France, a prince of a foreign nation 
and language. At the head of an hundred 
thousand men, he declared that he was the 
soldier and servant of Christ alone, and that the 
Greek might be satisfied witli an equal treaty 
of alliance and friendship. His obstinate re^ , 
sistance enhanced the value and. the price of his 
submission ; and he shone, says the princess 
Anne, among the barbarians, as the sun amidst 
the stars of heaven. Hfe-^sgust of the noise 
and insolence of the French, kis suspicions of 

• After his return, Robert of Flanders became the of the ting: 

of England, for a pension of four hundred merks. See the first aiA 

in Rymer’s foedera. - . ' 
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the designs of Bohemond, the emperor imparted chap. 
to his faithful Raymond ; and that aged states- 
man might clearly discern, that however false 
in friendship, he was sincere in his enmity.*’ 

The spirit of chivalry was last subdued in the 
person of Tancped ; and none'^sotild deetn them- 
selves dhAaodored by the imitation of that 
gallant knight. He disdained the gold and 
flattery of the Greek monarch ; assaulted in his 
presence an insolent patrician ; escaped to Asia 
in the habit of a private soldier ; and yielded 
with a sigh to the authority of Bohemond 
and the interest of the Christian cause. The 
best and most ostensible reason was the impos- 
sibility of passing the sea and accomplishing 
their vow, without the licence and the vessels 
of Alexias bat they cb^sbed a hopej 

that assdon as they trode the offledihenh W’ Asin; 
their swords would obliterate their shame, and 
dissolve the engagement, which, on this side, 
might not be very faithfully performed. 'J'he 
ceremony of their homage was grateful to a 
people who had long since considered pride as 
the substitute of power. High oh his throne, 
the emperor sat mute and immoveable ; his 
majesty was adored by the Latin princes ; and 
they submitted to kiss either his feet or his 
knees, an indignity which their own writers are 
ashamed to confess, and unable to deny.* 

* 

* Sei»it vetii^regnRndi, falsos in amore, odia non fingere. Tacitt 

Vi, 44^ 

y Tffe prot^ hisforians of the crusades slide and stumble over ihia 
humiliating step% Y«t| ^incejthe heroes knelt to salute the emperor 
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of the 
Franks. 
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Fii^Hte or public interest suppressed the mup- 
mors of the dukes and counts ; but a French 
baron (he is supposed to be Robert of Paris) ® 
presumed to ascend the throne, and to place him- 
self by the side of Alexius. The sage reproof Uf 
Baldwin provoked him to exclaim, in his bar- 
barous idiom, “ Who is this rustic, that ke^s 
“ his seat, wh^ ^ many valiaitt. . captains are 
•* standing round ' bim?” The main- . 

tained his silence, dissembled bis indignation^ 
and questioned his interpreter concerning the 
^mejming of the words, which he partly suspected 
firom the univmal language of gesture and coun- 
tenance. Before the departure of the pilgrim^ 
he endeavoured to learn the name and conifiton 
of the audacious baron. “ I am a Frenchman,” 
replied Robert, “ of the purest and most ancient 
“ nobility of my country. All that I know a, 
** that. 


ak Im nt motionless on bis throne, it is clear that they mnst has* 
kissed either his feet or knees. It is only singular, that Anna shouU. 
not have amply supplied the silence or ambiguity of the Latins. The 
abasement of their princes would have added a fine cfaiq>ter to the ' 
Ceremoniale Aulte Byzantinae. 


* He called himself v.r i (Alexias, 1. x, p. 301). 

What a title of nobUatt of the eleventh century, if any one could now 
prove his inheritance! Anna relates, with visible pleasure, that the ,j 
ViMling berherian, derm, •nrvfiitMii, was killed, or wounded, altar ; 
fighting ia the froot of the battle of Dorylaum 0- xi, p. SIT). This ] 
circumstance may jasti^ Uw sat|di^ of Ducange (Not. p. 368). tbit 
he was no other than Ihibart of Pajria, ef the district moBt peeBlauri]r 
styled the duchy or Island of France fL'/afe da France J. I 

- With the same penetration, Docange dhscevers church ta be ■ 
that of St. Drausus, or Drosin, of Sc^staas, qfcnVc&iello dimicati^ 
solent invQcare : pugiles ^ ad mcmwiam qua flis tomfj pmnoctaiA 

iarieUv 
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** the resort of those who are desirous of ap- chap. 
" proving their valour in single combat. Till 
“ an enemy appears^ they address their prayers 
“ to Gk)d and his saints. That church I have 
“ frequently visited, but never have I found an 
antagonist who dared to aooe^ my defiance,” 
AlexMMiiidismissed: ithe chidloDger with scxme 
prudent advice for his conduct in the Turkish 
warfare ; and history repeats with pleasure this 
lively example of the manners of his 
country. * > ,' 

The conquest <rf Asia was undertaken and Their re. 
jacbieyed by Alexander, with thirty-five thousand numbers, 
Macedonians and Greeks;*’ and his best hope^y/**®^’ 
was in the strength and discipline of his phalanx 
of infantry. The jfBincipid force of the crusaders 
coB|h^ la awl when Jhat^fmce 

was mwstatad 

knights and their martial attendants on horseback 
amounted to one hundred thousand fighting men, 
completely armed with the helmet and coat of 
mai}. The value of these soldiers deserved a 
irtmct and authentic account ; and the flower of 
Europeau chivaliy might furnish, in a firat effort, 
this formidable body of heavy horse. A part of 
'the infantry might be enrolfi^ fm the service of 

iuvictos reddit, nt st de Burgundit et Italia tali neceasitate eonfqgla. 
tur ad aum. Joan. Sariberienslg, epist. 139. 

* ’There is some diversity on the numbers of his army; but na 
■dUwrity can ^ compared with that of Ptolemy, who states it at 
five thotaand horse' and thirty thousand foot (see Usher’s Annaies, 
p. 14*). 



fifiCLlJiTE AND FAtl, 

CHAP* * scouts, pioneers, and archers; but the promiscu- 

^'^***' ous crowd* were lost in their own disorder; and 
tre depend not on the eyes or knowledge, but 
on the belief and fancy, of a chaplain of count 
Baldwin,'" in the estimate of six hundred thou- 
sand pilgrims able to bear arms, besides the 
priests and monks, the women and children, of 
the Latin campi . The reader starts; and before 
he is refcovered fifom’his surjmse, I shall a^ 
the same testimony, that if ail who took the cross 
had accomplished their vow, above six millions 
would have migrated from Europe to Asia. Un- 
der this oppression of faith, I derive some relief 
from a more sagacious and thinking writer"* who, 
after the same review of the cavalry, accuses the 
credulity of the priest of Chartres, and even 
doubts whether the Cisalpine regions (in tlie geo- 
graphy of a Frenchman) were siifiicient to pro-. 
duCe aud pour fbfe^^M^iCict^edtlde wnultitudes. 
'The dbofeiift'" sceptteteM will remember, that of 
these religions volunteers great numbers never 
beheld Constantinople and Nice. Of enthusiasm 
the influence is irregular and transient : many 
were detained at home by reason or cowardice, 
by poverty or weakness; and many were repulsed 

* Foieher. Carnotensis* p. 387* He efiumerates nineteen nations 
©f names and languages (p. 389) ; but I do not clearly ap- 

prehend his differetice between the FT,.nci and GaUi^ Italiwad AfulL 
£Ise>t here (p. 385) he contunptuously brands the deserters. 

^ Guibcrt, p. 556. Yet eves his gentle opposition implies, an im- 
mense multitude* By Urban ii, in the fervountof his zftil, it i.^onlg' 
rated at 300, COO pilgrims iepist* xvi. Concil. 731). 
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By the obstacles of the way, the more insuperable chap. 
as theywereunforeseentotheseimorantfanatics. *^'^***“ 
The savage countries of Hungary and Bulgaria 
were whitened with theis bones; their vanguard 
was cut in pieces by the Turkish sultan; and the 
loss of the first adventure, by thesword, or climate, 
or fat%ue, bae already been stated at three hun- 
dred thousand men. Yet the myriads that sur- 
vived, that marched, that pressed forwards on 
the holy pilgrimage, were a subject astonish- 
ment to themselves and to the Greeks. The co- 
pious energy pf her language sinks under the 
efforts of the princess Anne the images of 
locusts, of leaves and flowers, of the sands of 
the sea, or the stars of heaven, imperfectly rcr 
present what she had seen and heard ; aud the 
daughter of exclaims, that Europe was 

loosened foffiadatltHW.and htirfed, against 

Asia. The ancient hosts of Darius and Xarxes 
labour under the same doubt of a vague and in- 
definite magnitude; but I am inclined to believe, 
that a larger number has never been contained 
within the lines of a single camp, than at the siege 
of Nice, the first operation of the Latin princes. 

Their motives, their chai'acters, and their arms, 

' have been already displayed. Of their troops, the 
most numerous portion were natives of Fiiince : 


® Alexias, 1, X, p. 283, 305, ller fastitlious delicacy complains of 
their strange and inarticulate names! ; and indeed there is scarcely one 
that ®he has not contrived to disli-jure with the proud ignorance .so 
dear and familiar to a jxiiished jieople. 1 shall seiect only one t i 
ample, Ssmsdeft, for the count of ht. Gilep. 

» 4 


f 
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e»AP. the Lffif*© 0 |untries, the banks of the Rhine, and 
Lviii. ^p^jja^gentapowerfulreinforcement; somebands 
of adventurers were drawn from Spain, Lom- 
Itafdy, and England ' and from the distant 
bogs and mountains of Ireland or Scotland* 
issued some naked and savage fanatics, ferocioas 
at home, but unwarlike abroad. Had not super- 
stitiim eondemned-the sacrilegious prudence of 
deriving the of , 

the merit ftf the pilgrimage, the useless crowd, 
wifb 'laodths, but without hands, might have' 
b^n^^tioned' in the, Greek empire, ^ their; , 
copitahions had opened and sectured the way of 
the -Lord. A small remnant of the j^lgrims, who ' 
passed the Bosphorus, was permitted to>vhnt, 
the holy sepulchre. Their northern constitution 
was scorched by the rays, and infected by the 
vapours, of a Syrian sun. They consumed, with ’ 
heedless prQdigaiity,r1haife i 
]Hrovi8iii^%^^^£^ iiuBri[)tifs'€9^u8ted the inland 
country ; the sea was remote, the Greeks were 


* William of Malmsbuiy (who wrote about the year ll3Cf) has 
serted in his history (,1. iv, p. 130-154') a narrative of the first cm- 
eade; but I wish that, instead of listening to the tenue murmur ” 
which had passed the British ocean (p. 143), he had confined himddf 

to the numbers, families, and adventures of his countrymen. 1 find' 
in Dugdale, that an English Norman, Stephen earl of Albemarle and = 
lfcddem^»e, led the rear-guard with duke Kobert, at the battle of ^ 
Antioch (Baronage, part i, p, 61). 

* Vidcres Scotomm a|md to fivocium alias ImbelUum coneoa <6ui- 

bert, p. 471) $ the cr«« inttcium and Jliytda dUanya ma^i^siiii the 
Highlanders ; but the finibus uliginosia may rather ap^y to the Irish 
bogs. William of Malossbury expresriy the Welsh ai^ 

Scots, &c, (I, iv, p, 133), who quitted, tiie former veaationem 
tuum, the latter familiaxltatem pulicum* 
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unfri«idly, and the christimis of every sect fled c 
before the voracious and cruel rapine of their 
brethren. In the dire necessity of famine, they 
sometimes roastai and devoured the flesh of their 


LTItl. 


infant or adult captives. Among the Turks, and 
Saracens, the kioieters of Eun^ rendered 
more o^^ by the name and lepotation of tan-’ 
niMs: the spies who introduced themselves into 
the kitchen of Bohemoud, were shewn several 
human bodies turning on the spit; and the 
N<»man encouraged a repmrt, winch encreas^il 
the same time 'Ae id>horrence and the terrdPof 
the infidels.^ 


I have expatiated with pleasure on the first siegc of 
steps of the crusaders, as they paint the manners,, d. ’iost, 
and character of Europe ; but I shall abridge^*®y 
the tei^<w»«id UBUffmaar^nnifeive their blind 


and are described by ignorance. From their first 
station in the neighbourhood of Nicomedia, they 
advanced in successive divisions ; passed the con- 
tracted limit of the Greek empire ; oj)ened a 
rfmd through the hills, and commenced, by the 
siege of his capital, their pious wmrfare against 
the Turkish sultan. His kingdmn cd’ Eoum ex- 
'tended from the Hellespont- to the confines rf 
Syria, and barred the pilgrimage of Jerusa- 


This cannibal hunger, sometimes real, more frequently an artl- 
Bceor a lie, may be found in Anna Comnena (Alexius, 1. x, p. 288), 
bulbert (p. S«), Radulph. Cadom. (c. 97). The stratagem is related 
by tbs raCwr of Gesta Franeorum, the monk Robert Baldric, and 
Raymon^Ses .Agiles, in the siege and famine of Antioch. 



JfifcP jMCLINE AND 9AS.h 

tftlip. lem: Ws name was Kilidge- Arslan, or Soliraan,* 

,L,viii. jjf jjjg j.g^g q£ Seijuk, and the son of the first con- 
queror ; and in the defence of a land which the 
Turks considered as their own, he deserved the 
praise of his enemies, by whom alone he is known 
to posterity. Yielding to the first impulse of jthe 
■ torrent, he deposited his family and treasure in 
Nice;;retired,to4.he mountains with fifty thou- 
sand horse; an4i;iwice ^pcended tl«e 

camps or quarters of the Christian besiegerf, “ 
which formed an imperfect circle of above sa ' 
l^^s. , The lofty and solid walls of Nice were | 
covered by a deep ditch, and -flanked by three 
hundred and seventy towers; and on the verge of 
Christendom, the Moslems were trained in arm% '■ 
and inflamed by religion. Before this city, the 
French princes occupied their stations, and pro-, f 
secwted their attacks without correspondence or 
subordination : emii^|ion|^on^d^ their valour; ■( 
but the^ valour was, sullied by cruelty, and their | 
emulation degenerated into envy and civil dis-'> 
cord. In the siege of Nice, the arts and engines ■ 
of antiquity were employed by the Latins ; the S 
mine and the battering-ram, the tortoise, and the 
belfrey or moveable turret, artificial fire, and the J 
catapult and balisf, the sling, and the cross-bow foi' I 

' . . 1 
* His mutsulman appellation of Soliman is used by the Latins, and 
his character ia highly embellibhed by Tasso. His Turkish name of 
Kii!d;:c. Arslan (a. h. 48A-500, a. d. 1193-1206. See de Girignes'* ^ 
Tabi.fe, tom. i, p. 245) is employed by the Orientals, and wUhson^ I 
corrupt on by the Greeks ; but little more than his na£ie can be fmmd 
in the iuahoraet.in writers, who are dry and sulky on the subject 9 ^ 
the first crusade (de Guignes, tom iii, p. ii, p. 10-30). 
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the casting of stones and darts.* In the space of chap. 
seven weeks, much labour and Hood were ex- 
pended, and some progress, especially by count 
Raymond, was made on the side of the besfegers. 

But the Turks could protract their resistance and 
secure their escape, as long as tliey were masters 
of the lak^ A^nius, which stretches several 
mites to the westward of the city. The means of 
conquest were supplied by the prudence and in- 
dustry of Alexius ; a great number of boats was 
transported on sledges from the sea to the lakh? 
they were -filled with' the most dexterous of his 
archers; tbeflight of the sultana was intercepted; 

Nice was invested by land and water; and a Greek 
emissary persuaded the inhabitants to accept his 
master’s protection, and to save themselves, by a 
timely snrrender,dn»n the ra^ of the savages of 
Europe. In the irf-Tiictory, or at least 

of hope, the crusaders, thirsting for blood and 
plunder, were awed by tlie imperial banner that 
streamed from the citadel; and Alexius guarded 
with jealous vigilance this important conquest. 

The murmurs of the chiefs were stifled by ho- 
nour or interest ; and after an halt of nine days, 
they directed their march towards Phrygia, under 
\he guidance of a Greek general, whom they 

‘ On the fortifications, engines, and sieges of the middle ages, sec 
Muratori (Antiquitat. Italias, tom. ii, dissert. xx\u p. -tog-oat. The 
ie^Tedut, from whence our belfrej, was the moteable tower of the 
(Duc^nge, tom. i, p, 608). 

' I cannot forbear remarking the resemi, lance between the siege 
and of Ni*e, with the operations of Hcrnan Cortez before Men- 
w Dr. Robertsou'f History of -Ajnerica, 1. t. 



CHAP, suspected of secret connivance with the sultaa. 

■ *''^***’ The consort and the principal servants of Soli- 
man had been honourably restored without ranr 
; and the emperor’s generosity to the wii- 
creants^ was interpreted as treason to the Chris- 
tian cause. 

Soliman was rather provoked than dismayed 
A. D. 1097 , by the loss of his capital: he admonished Ms 
*' subjects and allies of this strangO uMn^iOft trf the 
western barbarians ; the Turkish emirs ob^ed 
the call of loyalty or religion ; the Turkm^ 
hordes encamped round bis standard ; and hh' 
wh(^ force is loosely stated by the<«:hristians ^ 
two hundred, or even three hundred and sixty, 
thousand horse. Yet he patiently waited they 
had left behind them the sea and the Greek fron- 
tier ; and hovering on the flanks, observed their 
careless and confident progress in two columns 
beyond the view of^SPSds other. ' ' Some miles be- 
fiwe tih^ could mudi' Dorylmum in Phrygia, the 
left, and less numerous, division was surprise^ , 
and attacked, and almpst oppressed, by the Turkish 
cavalry.” The heat of the weather, the cloutb 
of arrows, and the barbarous onset, overwhelmed 

“ MtcrtanU a word invented by the French crusaders, andconfihe^^ 
in that language to its primitive sense. It should seem that the zeal 
om* asceators boiled higher, and that they branded every unbe- 
liever M a meaL A rizniiar prejudice still lurks in the mitida of 
many who think theaaelves ebristians. 

“ Baronius has produced a doubtful to his brother 

<4. ». 1098, No. 15). The eaemies coosistad of Medea, ^erstans, ClMd^ 
daNUis : be it so. Tbe drst attack wae cum nostro incommodo ; ttue 
and tender. But why Godfrey of BouUloo and Hiigh ^rttiera ? Tatin 
cred is styled fiiva : of whom ? eaitainly M of Soger, nor ^ Bo- 
hemond. 
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the crusaders; they lost their order and confi- chap. 
dence, and the ^Eunting fight was sustained 
the personal valour, ratha* thpn by the military 
conduct, of Bobemond, Tmicred, and Robert 
of NwHaandy. They were revived by the wel- 
come banners of duke Godfrey, who flew to their 
succour*wttbthe count of Vennandois, and sixty 
Utou^cnd horse ; and was followed by Raymond 
of Tholouse, the bishop of Puy, and the re- 
mainder of the sacred army. Without a moment’s 
{MW^^they formed in new order, and advanced 
to a second battle. They were received with 
equal resolution ; and, in their common disdain 
for the unwarlike people of Greece and Asia, it 
was confessed on both sides, that the Turics and 
the Franks were the only nations entitled to the 
appellation of scfldiers.* These oicounter was 
varied and balanced fayRie'ceetcast of anovaad 
discipline ; of the direct charge, and wheeling 
evolutions ; of the couched lance, and the bran- 
dished javelin ; of a weighty broad-sword, and a 
crooked sabre ; of cumbrous armour, and thin 
flowing robes ; and of the long Tartar bow, and 
the arhaUst or cross-bow, a deadly weapon, yet 
unknown to the Orientals.*’ As long as the 


• VerumUzneD dicunt sc esse de Francorum generationc ; et quia 
nullus homo naturalitcr debet esse mi es nisi Franci et Turci (Gesta 
Franenrum, p. 7). The same community of blood and valour is at- 
tested by archbibbop Baldric (p. 99). 

Moksira^ Arhaleatrt. See Muratori Aatiquit. tcm. ii, 
p. dt7<M|SK4. \}ucaiige Gloss.' Latin, tom. i, p. ^1, 5B3. In the time 
this weapon, which she describes under the name 
of tSMgfWy wm unknown in the East (1. x, p. 291). By an humane 
^ strore to prohibit it in Christian wnr.^ 
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CHAP, liorses were fresh and the quivers fulh Solimai^ 
maintained the advantage of the day ; and four 
thousand Christians were pierced by the Turkish* 
arrows. In the evening, swiftness yielded to 
strength ; on either side, the numbers were equal,* 
or at least as great as any ground could hold, er* 
any generals could manage ; but in turning the 
hills, the last division of Raymond and his^roaia* 
eials was led, perhaps without de^ptj. pn thci 
rear of an exhausted enemy, and the long cm^, 
test was determined. Besides a nameless an# 
unaccountable multitude, three thousand pagcoH 
knights were slain in the battle and pursuit; the* 
camp of Soliman was pillaged; and in the variety - 
of precious spoil, the curiosity of the Latins was 
amused with foreign arms and apparel, and the 
new aspect of dromedaries and camels. The 
importance of tlie victory was proved by the. 
hasty retreat qf the sultan. Reserving ten thou-., 
saod'-guards of th© relics of his army, Solimatf'* 
evacuated the kingdom of Roum, and hastened to 
implore the aid, and kindle the resentment, 
his eastern brethren. In a march of five hud-- 
dred miles, the crusaders traversed the Lesser 
a wasted land and deserted towni 
without either finding a friend or an enemy, 
geographer’ may trace the position of 
lamm, Antioch of Pisidia, Iconium, 

« The curious reader may compare the das»c learc' ? 
and the geographical science of d’Anville. WiUi^^#? 
only historian of the crusades »-ho has any knowl^piif'antiquityf . 
and M- Otter trode almost in the footsteps of the Franks from Con- 
stantinople to Antioch (Voyage en Turquie et en Perse, tots* ^ 
p. 3,5-88). 
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and Germanicia, and may compare those classic chap. 
appellations with the modern names of Eskishehr 
the old city, Akshehr the white city, Cogni, 

Erekli, andlMarash. As th6 pilgrims passed over 
a desert, where a draught of water is exchanged 
for silver, they were tormented intolerable 
thirst; and. OB the banks of the first rivulet, their 
haste and intemperance were still more pernicious 
to the disorderly throng. They climbed with toil 
and danger the steep and slij>pery sides of mount 
Taurus : many of the soldiers cast away their 
arms to secure their footsteps; and had not ter- 
ror preceded their van, the long and trembling 
file might have been driven down the precipice 
by a handful of resolute enemies. Two of the'ir 
most respectable chiefs, the duke of Lorraine and 
the count of Tholouse, were rarned in litters : 
Raymond was raised/ as it is said by miracfe,from 
an hopeless malady; and Godfrey had been torn 
by a bear, as he pursued that rough and perilous 
chace in the mountains of Pisidia. 

To improve the general consternation, the cou-Baiawin 
sin of Bohemond and the brother of Godfrev 

•• pnncipau- 

were detached from the main army with theirty of Kues- 
spective squadrons of five, and of seven, hun-**’„. 1097- 
knights. They over-ran in a rapid career 
'^'Is and sea-coast of Cilicia, from Cogni to 
t; , ' rn gates: the Non nan standard was first 

plaiii,. \ the walls of Tarsus and Malmistra; 
but th ^ jud iiijii.-t!ce of Baldwin at length 
provoked the patient and generoiis Italian ; and 
they turned their consecrated swf.'ds againstcach 
other in a private and profane quarrel. Honour 
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CHAP, 'was Ibe motive, and fame the reward, of Taa*' 
ored i but fortune smiled on the more selfish en* 
terprise of his rival.'' He was called to the assists 
ance of a Greek or Armenian tyrant,- who hsd 
been suffered under the Turkish yoke to re%n 
over the Christians of EdesSa. Baldwin accepted 
the character of his son and champion ; but no 
sooner was be introduced into the city, than he 
niflamed the people to the tDhssacto'u^^ iEather, ; 
occupied the throne and treasure, extended his, i 
conquests over the hills of Armenia and the:i 
plain of Mesopotamia, and founded the first prin- 
Cipaltly (Of the Pranks or Latins, which subsisted i 
fifty-four years beyond the Euphrates.* , 

Siege of Before the Franks could enter Syria, the sum- 
and even the autumn, were completely 
wasted. The siege of Antioch, or the separati(» 
June 3. and repose of the army during the winter season, , 
was stroi^y debated in their ctrancH: the love of^ 
arn^ and the holy sepulchre urged them to ad- 
vance ; and reason, perhaps, was on the side of.'f. 
resolution, since every hour of delay abates the 3 
fame and force of the invader, and multiplies the | 
resources of defensive war. The capital of Syria^ 
was protected by the river Orontes; and the ir<^t 
Itridge, of nine arches, derives its name froni/fM \ 

/ 1 

' This detached ooaqueat of Edessa is best represented ^ 

rius Carnotenas, or of Chartres (in the collections oyB<mgarsia% | 
Duchesne, and Martenne), the valiant chaplain of C'c/unt Baldwin ' 
iEsprit des Croisades, tom. i, p. 14>. In the deputes of thtf 
prince with Tancred^ his partiality is encountered by the partiali^ ^ 
of Badulpbus Cademensis, the soldier and historian of the gellant 
marqtiis. 

• See de Guignes, Hi-'t, des Huns, tom. i, p. 456, 
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massy gates of the two towers which are con- 
structed at either end. They were opened by the 
sword of the duke of Normandy: his victory gave 
entrance to.three hundred thousand crusaders, an 

S at which mayallowsome scope for lossesand 
ion, but which clearlydetects much exagge- 
in the review of Nice. In the description 
of Antioch,* it is not easy to define a middle 
term between her ancient magnificence, under the 
successors of Alexander and Augustus, and the 
modern aspect of Turkish desolation. The Te- 
trapolis, or four cities, if they retained their 
name and position, must have left a large vacuity 
in a circumference of twelve miles; and that mea- 
sure, as well as the number of four hundred 
towers, are not perfectly consistent with the five 
gates, so often mentioned in tlm history of the 
siege. Yet Antioch must have still flourished as 
a great and populous capital. At the head of 
the Turkish emirs, Baghisian, a veteran chief, 
commanded in the place : his garrison was com- 
posed of six or seven thousand horse, and fifteen 
or twenty thousand foot : one hundred thousand 
Moslems are said to have fallen by the sword ; 
fend their numbers are probably inferior to the 
^R||eks, Armenians, and Syrians, who had been 
Sj^We than fourteen years the slaves of the 
Seljuk. From the remains of a solid 
anuV|n|L Avail, it appears to have arisen to 

* Fm* SHH^^Pocecke (Description of tbe East, toI. it, p. i, p. 

en Turquie, &c. tom. i, p. 81, &c.) tb« 
Turkish Otter's notes), the Index Geographieus of 

Schultvns (od i iiTny^nliiiiliii Vit> Salftdin) and AbulfoiUi (Tabula 
Syriae, p. 115, vers. Bci«ke), 
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CHAP, the height of threescore feet in the valleys ; and r; 
wherever less art and labour had been applied, 
the ground was supposed to be defended by the , 
river, the morass, and the mountains. Notwith* ' 
standing these fortifications, the city had be^4 » 
repeatedly taken by the Persians, the Arabs, „.tte 
Greeks, and the Turks ; so large a circuit must , 
have yielded many pervious points of attack ; and 
in a siege that was formed about the middle of 4' 
October, the vigour of the execution could alone,.J| 
justify the boldness of the attempt. Whatevaf:4 
strength and valour could perform in the field f 
was abundantly discharged by the champions of ^ 
the cross: in the frequent occasions of sallies, 
of forage, of the attack and defence of convoys, 
they were often victorious; and we can only, 
complain, that their exploits are sometimes en- | 
larged beyond tlic scale of probability and truth. 
'I'he sword of Godfrey'^ divided a Turk frotn i 
the Moulder to the haunch ; and one half of ;i 
the infidel fell to the ground, while the other was 
transported by his horse to the city gate. A| J 
Robert of Normandy rode against his antagonis^^ 

“ I devote thy head,” he piously exclaimed, “ 


“ Eiisem elevat, eumquc a sinistra parte scapularum, tanti virttf , 
intonit, ut quod pectua medium disjunxit spinam et vitalia 
rupit ; et sic lubricus enais super crus dextrum integer exivit 
caput integrum cum dextr'i parte corporis immersit gurgitCjS^telB. : 4' 
que quiE cquo pr^sidebat remisit civitati (Robert. Mon. p. Joy. 
ense trajecVis, Tiircus duo factus est Turci : ut inferioc^ter in nr* 
bem equitaret, alter arcitcnens in Bumine nataret (RadWpb. tiadonK';;! 
c. S3, p. 304). Yet he justifies the deed by the ttupencUa viriWs 
Godfrey ; and William of Tyre covers it by, obstupuit populua fiwft- r| 
nov itate ...... mirabilis (1. v, c. 6, p. 701). Yet it must not ha** !' 

appeared incredible to the knights of that age. * 

' - - -V 
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“ the daemoBs of hell and that head was in- chap, 
stantly cloven to the breastbythe resistless stroke 
• of his descendkig falchkm. But the reality or , 
report of such gigantic prowess* must have f 
tg^ht the Moslems to keep within their walls \f 
aclk agmnst those walls of earth or stone, the 
swora said the lance were unavailing weapons. 

In the slow and successive labours of a siege, the 
crusaders were supine and ignorant, without skUl 
to contrive, or money to purchase, or industry to 
use, the artiiicud engines and implements of 
assault. In the conquest of Nice, they had been 
powerfully assisted by the wealth and knowledge 
of the Greek emperor : his absence was poorly 
sup])lied by some Genoese and Pisan vessels, that 
were attracted by religion or trade to the coast of 
Syria : the stores were scanty, the return pr«- 
cariofls, and the coltamuaication diffiei^ aeod 
dangerous. Indolence or weakness had prevented 
the Franks from investing the entire circuit ; 
and the perjietual freedom of two gates relieved 
the wants and recruited the garrison of the city. 

At the end of seven months, after the ruin of 
^eir cavalry, and an enor^us loss by Suable, 

|CTtion, and fatigue, the pn^fress of the cro- 
was imperceptiWe, and their success re- 
[^the Latin Ulysses, the artful and ambi- 
emond, had not employed the arms of 
deceit. ' The Christians of Antioch 
js and discontented: PWrouz, a 



* SM&e< 
iiapw«A«iii 


Robert, Raymond, and die modest Tmcrtd, 
BO bit equii* (Raduiph. Cadom. c. 

F 2 



69 


THE DECLINE AND FAlX 


^chap. Syriam renegade, had acquired the favour of the 
emir and the command of three towers; and 


the merit of his repentance disguised to the La- 
tins, and perhaps to himself, the foul design of 
' perfidy and treason. A secret correspondei>!^e, 
for their mutual interest, was soon establ^I^ 
between Phirouz and the prince of Tarento ; and 
Bohemohd declared in the council of the chiefs, 
that he could deliver the city into thiSar hands. 
But he claimed the sovereignty of Antioch as the 
reward of his service ; and the proposal which 
had been rejected by the envy, was at length 
extorted from the distress, of his equals. The 
nocturnal surprise was executed by the French 
and Norman princes, who ascended in person 
the scaling ladders that were thrown from the 
walls ; their new proselyte, after the murder of 
his too scrupulous brother, embraced and intro- 
duced the servants of dhrist ; the army rushed 
through the gates; and the Moslems soon founds 
that, although mercy was hopeless, resistance was 
impotent. But the citadel still refused to sur- 
render ; and the victors themselves were speedily 
lencompassed and besieged by the innumerable , 
'forces of Kerboga, prince of Mosul, who, with 
twenty-eight Turkish emirs, advanced to the di 
verance Antioch. Five-and-twenty 
Christians spent'on the verge of destructioi^ and 
the proud lieutenant of the Caliph and t^sultan 
left them only the choice of servitude m death/ 


>5 


’ After mentioning the distress and humble petition of the Franicfr ? 
Abulpharagius adds the haughty reply, of Codbuka, or Eerhogi; 

Non erasuri estis nisi per gUdium,’* (Dynast, p. 242). 


U 
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1098, 
line 28. 


In this extremity they collected the relicts of their c h ap./ 
strength, sallied from the town, and in a single 
memorable day annihilated or dispersed the host victm 
Turks and Arabians, which they might safely sad, 
lort to have consisted of six hundred thousand^ 

Their supernatural allies 1 shall proceed' 
to consider : the human causes of the victory of 
Antioch were the fearles despair of the F ranks ; 
and the surprise, the discord, perhaps the errors, 
of their unskilful and presumptuous adversaries. 

The battle is described with as much disorder as 
it was fought; but we may observe ^the tent of 
Kerboga, a moveable and spacious palace, en- 
riched with the luxury of Asia, and capable of 
holding above two thousand persons ; we may 
distinguish his three thousand guards, who were 
cased, the horses as well as the men, in com- 
plete steel. 

In the eventful iieriod of the siege and defence **• 

_ , . , mine and 

ot Antioch, the crusaders were, alternately, ex-di tress a» 
alted by victory or sunk in despair ; either swelled 
with plenty or emaciated with hunger. A sjiecu- 
lative reasoner might suppose, that their faith had 
strong and serious influence on their practice ; 

describing the host of Kerboga, most of the Latin historians, 
lor of the Gesta (p. IT), Robert Monachus (p. 56), Baldrie 
ulcherios Camotensis (p, 892), Guibert (p. 512), William 
c. 3, p. 714), Bernard Thesaurarius (c. 39, p. 695), 

Ih the vague expressions of inhnita multitudo, itnmen- 
umerre copia; or gentes, which correspoixi with the 
of Anna Comnena fAIexias, h xi, p. 3IS- 
of the Turks are fixed by Albert Aquensis at 
, p. 242), and by RaduJphus Cadomcnsia ak 
p. 309). 
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CHAP, and tlttit Wie soldiers of the cross, the deliverers 
' ’ of the holy sepulchre, prepared themselves by a 

sober and virtuous life for the daily contempla- 
tion of martyrdom.' Experience blows away this 


... I 


\ 


.charitable illusion ; and seldom does the hist^^ 
of profane war display such scenes trf intempe- 
rance and prostitution as were exhibited under 
the walk Antioch. The grove of Daphne no 
longer flourished ; bat the Syrian air was stiH 
impregnated with the same vices ; the thristians 
were seduced by every temptation® tbM nature 
either prompts or reprobates ; the authority of 
the chiefs wss despfeed ; and sermons and edicts 
were alike fruitless against those scandalous dis- 
orders, not less pernicious to military discipline, 
than repugnant to evangelic purity. In the first 
days of the siege and the possession of Antioch, 
the Franks consumed witli wanton and thought- 
less pwodigality the flrugal ^bsistence of weeks 
and months : the desolate country no longer 
yielded a supply ; and from that country they 
Were at length excluded by the arms of the be- 
sieging Turks. Disease, the faithful companion 
of want, was envenomed by the rains of the '2 
winter, the summer heats, unwholesome food,^ 
and the dose imprisonment of multitudes. TJj 
picttfres -of famine and pestilence are always 
same, and always disgustful ; and our itmjfgina- 
tion may suggest the nature of their suffei^s and 
their resources. -The remams of treasineor spoil 


* See the tragic and scandalous fate of an archdeacon of royal bfri^ 
wht* was slain by the Turfc.A as he rtposed in an orchard, playing at' 
dice with a Syrian concubine. 
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were eagerly lavished in the purchase of the vilest ch ap.^ 
J nourishment ; and dreadful must have been the 
"\Vcalamities of the poor, since, after paying three 
..T marks of silver for a goat, and fifteen for a leaii X 
the count of Flanders was reduced to^^ 

■ a dinner, attd duke Godfrey to borrow an 
hor^. Sixty thousand horses had been reveiwed 
in the camp : before the end of the siege-they 
were diminished to two thousand, and scarcely 
two hundred fit for service could be mustered, on 


the day of battle. Weakness of body and terror 
of mind extinguidied the ardent enthusiasm of 
the pilgrims ; and every motive of honour and 
religion was subdued by the desire of life.* 
Among the chiefs, three heroes may be found 
without fear or reproach : Godfrey of Bouillon 
was supported by his magnanimous piety ; Bohe* 
mond by ambition and interest; and Taacred 
declared, in the true spirit of chivalrj', that as 
long as he was at the head of forty knights, he 
would never relinquish the enterprise of Palestine. 
But the count of Tholouse and Provence was 
suspected of a voluntary indisposition : the duke 


of Normandy was recalled from the sea-shore by 


^he value of an ox rose from five solid! (fifteen shillings) at ehrist- 
Mb tiro marks (four pound), and afterwards much higher : a kid 
from one ihiliing to eighteen of our present money : lu the 
^^^H|ine, a loaf of bread, or the head of an animal, ould fur a 
More examples might be produced; but it is the or- 
i||^H|ke exiiaurdiiiary prices, that deserve the notice of the 


vitc, pri^H 
Ouibert (p. S 
Stephen of Ch 


|uiin iniinina non tenemus ; quia, deleta de libio 
ILoii >unt inferenda (Will. Tyr. h vi. c. 5, p. Tl'S). 
1^ attempta to excuse Ha^ the Great, and eves 
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^EHAP. the censures of the church; Hugh the Great, , 
^viii. jie ie(j the vanguard of the battle, eni" , , 

braced an ambiguous opportunity of returning to , ^ 
V France ; and Stephen count of Chartres baseb^i^ 
*^jleserted the standard which he bore, and ^ 
council in which he presided. The soldiers ^Ve 
discouraged by the flight of William viscount 
of Melun, sumamed the carpenter, from the 
weighty strokes of his axe ; and the saints were 
scandalised by the fall of Peter the Hermit, who, 
after arming Europe against Asia, attempted to 
escape from the penance of a necessary fast. Of 
the multitude of recreant warriors, the names 
(says an historian) are blotted from the book of 
life; and the opprobrious epithet of the rope- 
dancers was applied to tlie deserters who dropt 
in the night from tlie walls of Antioch. The 
emperor Alexius,"* who seemed to advance to 
the succour of theXatins^ was dismayed by the 
aasorance- of theil* hopeless condition. They ex- 
pected their fate in silent despair ; qaths and 
punishments were tried without effect ; and to 
rouse the soldiers to the defence of the walls, it 
was found necessary to set fye to their quarters. 

Legend of for their salvation and victory, they were in- 
debted to the same fanaticism which had led 
to the brink of ruin. In such a cause, 
such an army, visions, prophesies, and 
were frequent and familiar. In the 

* See the progress of the crusade, the retreat of Afexius, the vic- 
i»ty of Antioch, and the conquest of Jerusalem, in the Alexiad, 1. 
xJ, p. 317-327. Anna was so prone to exaggeration, that she mag- 
■ities the cxjdoits of the Latins. 
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\Antioch, they were repeated with unusual energy 
^nd success : St. Ambrose had assured a pious 
^^cclesiastic, that two years of trial must precede 
season of deliverance and grace; the deserters 
stopped by the presence and reproaches of 
Chim himself; the dead had prodcu^ to arise 
and their brethren -; the vu-gin had 

obtained the pardon of their sins ; and their con- 
fidence M^as revive'! by a visible sign, the season- 
able and splendid discovery of the holy lame. 
The policy of their chiefs h*es on this occasidh 
been admired, aiid might surely be excused ; but 
a pious fraud is seldom produced by the cool 
conspiracy of many persons; and a voluntary im- 
postor might depend on the support of the wise 
and the credulity of the people. Of the diocese 
of Marseille^ there was a pri^t of- low cunning 
and loose manners, and his name wds Peter Bar.* 
tholemy. He presented himself at the door of 
the council-chamber, to disclose an apparition of 
St. Andrew, which had been thrice reiterat-ed in 
his sleep, with a dreadiul menace, il he })re- 
sumed to suppress the commands of heaven. “ At 

f l the apostle, “ in the cl^irch of 
t. Peter, neaij the high altar, is 
; steel head of the lance that 
de of our Redeemer. In three 
trument of eternal, and now of 
ration, will be manifested to his 
arch and ye shall find : bear it 
; and that mystic weapon shall 
souls of the miscreants.” The 
pope’s legate, the bishop of Puy, affected ^ listen 
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with oeHness and distrust-; but the revelation wa 
e^erly accepted by count Raymond, whom hi^j 
faithful subject, in the name of th^ apostle, haO 
chosen for the guardian of the holy lance. Thr| 
experiment was resolved ; and on the third 
after a due preparation of prayer and fastii^^thi 
priests of Marseilles introduced twelve trusty spec- 
tators, among whom were the count and his Chap- 
in ; and -the church-doors were barred against ! 
the impetuous multitude. The ground was open^ 
in the aj)pointed place ; but the workmen, who 
relieved each other, dug to the depth of twelve , 
feet without discovering the object of their searck \ 
In the evening, when count Raymond had with- 
drawn to his post, and the weary assistants b^aa 
to murmur, Bartholemy in his Shirt, and with- 
out his shoes, boldly descended into the pit ; the 
darkness of the hour and of the place enabled 
hhn to secrete a^dc(KK^ .th&iiead.of a Saraceft 
astd tbe first sound, the first gleam of thf ' 
steel was saluted with a devout rapture. Tbt 
holy lance was drawn from its recess, wrapt in * 
veil of silk and gold, and exposed to the vene- 
ration of the crusaders ; their anxious suspence ? 
burst forth in a general shout of joy and hope». | 
and the desponding troops were again inflar 
with the enthusiasm of valour. Whateve^iad , 
been the arts, end whatever might be thj^nti* 
meats of the chiefs, they skilfully imp^ed thB 
fortunate revolution by every md that^iscipline 
Snd devotion could affcH'd. The soldiers were 
dismissed to their quarters with an injunction to 
fortify their minds and bodies for the approach-* 
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ing conflict, freely to bestow their last pittance <wi c h a p. 
faemselves and their horses, and to exivect with 

On the 


[le dawn of day the agnal of victory. 

^stival of St. Peter and St. Paul, the gates of 
^iodt were thrown open : a martial psalm, 

^ the Lord arise, and let iris enemies be scat* 
tered !” was ebaunted by a procession of priests 
and monks; the battle array was marshalled in 
tw'elve divisions, in honour of the twelve apostles; 
and the holy lance, in the absence of Raymond, 
was entrusted to the hands of bis chaplain. Th* 
influence of this relic or trophy was felt by the 
servants, and perhaps by the enemies, ot Clirist 
and its potent energy w as heightened by an acci- 
dent, a stratagem, or a rumour, of a miraculous 
complexion. Three knights, in white garments cdestiai 
and resj|deadent arms, either issa>e(i,or seemed to 
issue, from the hills : the voice of Asfabewai^ithe 
pope’s legate, proclaimed them as the martyrs 
St. George, St. Theodore, and St, Maurice ; the 
tumult of battle allowed no time for doubt or 
scrutiny; and the welcome apparition dazzled the 
eyes or the imagination of a fanatic anuy. In 
the season rf danger and trhunph, the revelation 
|Bartholemy of Marseilles was unaniiiioosi)r as» 

; but as soon as the temymrary service was 
the personal dignity and liiieral 
the count of Tholouse derived from 



A}x)Ulinahasen (npud de Gaignes* tom* ii, p ii» 
p- 95 ) is his aci'cuntt'f the holy lance tha» tbe chris* 

tians, Ao^ Col^^na and Abulpharagius : the Greefe pcincess con* 
founds It whh a nail of the cross U. »i, p. S8«) : Ae teobite pri «M II % 
w ith St. Petard staff <p. M«). 


Vm fiECLINB AKD TALI. 


1 CHAP, the custody of the holy lance provoked the envy, 
and awakened the reason, of his rivals. A Nor i 
man clerk presumed to sift, with a philosophical' 

\ spirit, the truth of the legend, the circumstances , 
^ of the discovery, and the character of the 
phet ; and the pious Bohemond ascribed ^jeir 
deliverance to the merits and intercession of Christ 
alone. For a while, the Provincials defended 


their national palladium with clamours and arms; 
and new visions condemned to death and hell 


the profane sceptics, who presumed to scrutinise 
the truth and merit of the discovery. The pre- 
valence of incredulity compelled the author to 
submit his life and veracity to the judgment of 
God. A pile of dry faggots, four feet high, and 
fourteen long, was erected in the midst of the 
camp ; the flames burnt fiercely to the elevation 
of thirty cubits ; and a narrow path of twelve 
inches was left £EB:..^e peiilovs trial. The un- 
ibetai^.ptiest^<^ Marbles traversed the fire 
trith dexterity and speed; but his thighs and 
belly were scorched by the intense heat ; he ex- 
pired the next day ; and the logic of believing 
minds will pay some regard to bis dying pro- 
testations of innocence and truth. Some efforts 
were made by the Provincials to substitute acrM^ 
a ring, or a tabernacle, in the place of the^ly 
lance, which soon vanished in contempt ob- 
livion.^ Yet the revelation of Ao^^h is 

^ Tbe two antagonists who express the most intiii^e knowledge 
and the strongest conviction of the miracle, and of the /ratid, are Ray- 
mond des Agiles. and Radulpfaus Codomensis. the one attached to tbe 
vount of Thoiousc, the other to the Nonaao prince. Fulcherius Car- 

notensis 
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^avely asserted by succeeding historians; and chap. 
guch is the progress of credulity, that miracles, 
lost doubtful on the spot and at the moment, 

«11 be received with implicit faith at a convenient 
ince of time and space. 

^e prudence or fortune of the Franks hadJ^'®i^®J®*® 
delayed their invasion till thp decline of the Turks and 
Turkish empire.^ Under the manly government 
of the three first sultans, tlie kingdoms of Asia 
were united in peace and justice ; and the innu- 
merable armies which they led in person were 
equal in courage, and superior in discipline, to 
the barbarians of the west. But at the time of 
the crusade, the inheritance of Malek Shaw was 
disputed by his four sons ; their private ambition 
was insensible of the public danger ; and, in the 
vicissitudes of their fortune, the royal vassab were 
igncvant, or regardless, of the true ol^ect of their 
allegiance. The twenty-eight emirs, who march- 
ed with the standard of Kerboga, were his rivals 
or enemies; their hasty levies were drawn from 
the towns and tents of Mesopotamia and Syria ; 
and the Turkish veterans were employed or con- 
sumed in the civil wars beyond the Tigris. The 
ftdiph of Egypt embraced this opportunity of 
|B||ness and discord, to recover his ancient pos- 
; and his sultan Aphdal besieged Jerusa- 
l^HlH^yre, expelled the children of Ortok, 

iiotensis|H^^K^^ say, Audite fraudem ct non frauds ! and after- 
wards, fallaciter occultatam forsitan. The rest of 

the herd are nPid and strenuous. 

* See M. de Guignes, tom. ii, p. ii, p. 233, &c.) ; and the artitles 
of Bmrlnmnk^ Afoftommed, Sangia^^ in d’Herbelot. 
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aiidFestOTed in Palestine the civil and ecclesiastical 
authority of the Fatimites.'' They heard wit)!^ 
astonishment of the vast armies of Christians tha,^-^ 
had passed from Europe to Asia, and rejoiced k , 
the sieges and battles which broke the powal^'**! 
the Turks, the adversaries of their sect antf^o- 
narchy. But the same Christians were tfe ene- 
mies of the prophet ; and from the overthrow of 
Nice and Antioch, the motive of thdr enterprise, 
which was gradually understood, would urge 
them forwards to the banks of the Jordan, or 
perhaps of the Nile. An intercourse of epistles 
and emha^ies, which rose and fell with the events 
of war, was maintained between the throne of 
Cairo and the camp of the Latins ; and their ad- 
verse pride was the result of ignorance and en- 
thusiasm. I'he ministers of Egypt declared in 
an haughty, or insinuated in a milder tone, that 
their sovereign, the trae and lawM commander 
•f the fhHhAiI, bad rescued Jerusalem from the 
Turkish yoke ; and that the pilgrims, if they 
would divide their numbers, and lay aade their 
iwms, should find a safe and hospitable reception 
at the sepulchre of Jesus. In the belief of then- 
lost condition, the caliph Mostali despised then- 
arms, and impri.soned their deputies : the conqt 
and victory of Antioch prompted him to ^icit 
th^ formiddMe champions with gifts o^^rses 

* The emir, or sultan Aphdal, raeorerad Jernsalem Tyre *. d. 

48P iRenaudot. Hist. Patriarch. Alexardnn p *78-.*De Guignea, 
hnn. i. p. ?49, from Abiilfcda and Ben Schounab . Jerusalem ant* 
adventum v^trum recuperavi]nus,.Turco5 genuuus, say the Fatinutn 
ambassadon. 
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nd silk robes, of vases, and purses of gold and c h a p, 
pver; and in his estimate of their merit or 
3wer, the first place was assigned to Bohemond, 
the second to Godfrey. In either fortune 
^answer of the.crusaders was firm and uniform: 
l&dained to inquire inta the private claims 
or po^es^iMis of the followers of Mahomet ; what- 
soever was his name or. nation, the usurper of 
Jerusalem was their enemy ; and instead of pre- 
scribing the mode and terms of their pilgrimage, 
it was only by a timely surrender of the city and 
province, their sacred right, that he could deserve 
their alliance, or deprecate their impending and 
irresistible attack.® 

Yet this attack, when they were within the Delay oe 
View and i;each of their glorious prize, was sus- o.i098, 
pendled above ten months a£t^ the defeat oi 
boga. The zeal and courage the arus^tersMay. 
were chilled in the moment of victory ; aiid, itf. 
stead of marching to improve the consternation, 
they hastily dispersed to enjoy the luxury of 
Syria. The causes of this strange delay may be 
fi^d in the want of strength and subordination, 
the painful and various service of Antioch, 
cavalry was annihilated ; many thousands rtf 
rank had been lost by famine, sickness, 

^rtion : the same abuse of plenty had been 
t of a third famine ; and the alternative. 


between the caliph of Egypt, and the cru- 
0. iv, c. 2i, 1. vi, c. 19) and Albert Aiiuea- 
ire sensible ef their injpiirWHWiS than tha. 
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tKie DECLINK AND FALL 




fteir 
marrh to 


of itttanperance and distress had generated 
pestilence, which swept away above fifty thou'|jJ 
SiUid of the pilgrims. Few were able to command'? 
and none were willing to obey : the domesti^ 
feuds, which had been stifled by common 
■ were again renewed in acts, or at least in s^ti- 
• ments, of hostility ; the fortune of Baldwfn and 
Bohemond excited the envy of their companions; 
the bravest knights were enlisted for the defence 
of their new principalities ; and count Raymond 
exhausted his troops and treasures in an idle expe- 
dition into the heart of Syria. The winter was 
consumed in discord and disorder ; a sense of ho- 
nour and religion was rekindled in the spring ; 
and the private soldiers, less susceptible of ambi- 
and jealousy, awakened with angry clamours 
May 13*-’ indolence of their chiefs. In the month of 
Junes.’ May, the relics of this mighty host proceeded 
from Antioch to Laodicj^; about forty thousand • 
whoDABo mwe than fifteen hundred 
iiorse, and twenty thousand foot, were capable of : 
immediate service. Their easy march was con- 
tinued between mount Libanus and the seashore; 
their wants were liberally supplied by the coasting 
traders of Genoa and Pisa ; and they drew large 
contributions from the emirs of Tripoli, Tyi 
&don. Acre,, and Cajsarea, who granted 
passage, apd jnromised to follow the exan^ of 
Jerusalem. From Caesarea they advai^d into 
the midland country ; their clerks recq^ised the 
aawed geography of Lydda, Ramla, Emaus, 
and Bethlem, and as soon as they descried the 
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V city, the crusaders forgot their toils and chap. ^ 
^claimed their reward.*" 

,|F Jerusalem has derived some reputation from siege an*- 


>5 


the nuih^ and importance of her memorable 
J 'vioges, ft. whs not till after a long and obstinate A.rrio99, 
cojntest that Babylon and Rome could ,preyailju"yi5. 
agaisst the-obstinacy of the people, the craggy 
gp-oupd that might supersede the necessity of for- 
tifications, and the walls and towers that would 
have fortified the most accessible plain,* . These 
obstacles were diminished in the age of the CfOifc 
sades. The bulwarks had been completely de- 
stroyed and imperfectly restored : the Jews, their 
nation, and worship, were for ever banished; but 
nature is less changeable than man, and the site 
of Jerusalem, though somewhat softened and 
somewlmt rerapved, was still strong against the 
assaults of an eoemy. . fty^ ftie 
recent siege, and a three years possessaon, the 
racens of Egypt had been taught to discern, and 
in some degree to remedy, the defects of a place, 
which religion as well as honour forbade them 
to resign. Aladin, or Iftikhar, the caliph’s lieu-r 
tenant, was entrusted with the defence ; his 
licy strove to restrain the native Christians by 
read of their own ruin and that of the holy 

est part of the march of the Franks is traced, and most 
accil^l^^H^ la Maitodrell’s Jouimcy from Aleppo to Jerusa*f 
lem dee meillcurs morccaux, sans contredit, qu’an 

alt dans sHnSIB^nville, Memoire sur Jerusalem, p. 87). 

' I See description of Tacitus (Hist. v. 11, 12, 13), who 

ani^ogec hhat rljHlewish lawgivers had provided fear a perpetual state 
of bostilhjTjigai^t the rest of mankiud. 




^2 DKCLlks AND ViXL 

" CHAP- sepulduip; to animate the Moslems by the assar- 


LTHI. 




ance of temporal and eternal rewards. His gar- 


rison is said to have consisted of forty thousand 
Turks and Arabians; and if he could mustei^ 
, twenty thousand of the inhabitants, it must b^*^ 
confessed that the besieged were more numerpas 
than the besieging army.™ Had the dimim^ed 
strength and numbers of the Latins allowed them 
to grasp the whole drcumference of four thoiisand 
y^ads (about two Engli^ miles and a half),** to 
what useful purpose should they have descended 
ii^o tlie valley of Ben Himmon and torrent of Ce- 
drem,*^ or approached the precipices of the south 
and east, from whence Uiey had nothing either 
to hope or fear? Their riege was more resmnnably 


™ The lively scepticism of Voltaire is baJanced vith sense and erudi- 
tion by the French atuhor of the Esprit des Croisades (tom. ivi p. 
369- 'ihr>. ’vho observes, that, accoi ding to the Arabians, the inluc- 
bitan'cs of '•.uisaiem must have exceeded 200,000 ; that in the siege 

of Titus, Jose^us coUecte 1,300,1000 Jnim % that they are stated hy 
ncttiiehiilnillfht 4DO.OOOt 'and that the largest defalcation that 
h|T meeqiinvia can joatify, will still leave them more numerous thaa 
the Homan army. 

* Maundrell, who dUigemly perambulated the walls, found a cir- 
etdt of 4(J30 paces, or 41«7 English yards (p. 109, 1101 : from aa au- 
tl'entiopl'.,H d’Anviile concludes a measure nearly similar, of 1960 
|French tuuo (p. 23-99). iu his scarce and valuable tract. For th* 
fopcgraphy of Jerusalem, see Reland (Palastina, tom. ii, p, 932- 
860). 

'* Jeruaalem was possessed only of the torrent of Kedron, dry in 
doa a t ia f , and of the little Mpring or brook of Siloe (Reland, to^ i, p, 
30(^ tfdk a rrange rs and natives complained of the .want of 
water, which in that of war was studiously agg^vated. ^thin the 
city, Tacitus mentlene a perehnial fotmtaha, an aqueduct, and cis* 
to^ for rain water. The s qu edo c t was coaveyed from |pie rivulet Te» 
knit, er Stbam, which ia bhaariae hi BobadiitUn Vih Sit' 
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\ directed against the northern and western sides of chap.- 


J the city. Godfrey of Boailloa erected his sts&d- 
ard on the firat swell of monat Calvary ; to 0ie 
. ▼ left, as far as St. SteiAen’s gate, the line of attack 
was ctmtinoed by Tancred and the two Robots ; 
and count RayoHnid estabtistedhia quarts from 
the citadd to the foot of mount ^on, which was 
no ItHiger included within the precincts of the 
city. On the fifth day, the crusaders made a gfe- 
neral assault, in the fanatic hope of 
down the walls without and of scaling 

them without ladders. By the dint of brutal 
force, t^ey burst the first barrier, but they were 
driven back with shame and slaughter to the 
camp ; the influence of vision and prophecy Was 
deadened by the. too frequent abuse of those 
pious ; mid wnl' lahMl^ Wt»h 

found to be the, imSm 
time of the siege was indeed fulfllled in forty 
days, but they were forty days of calamity and 
anguish. A repetition of the old complaint of 
famine may be imputed in some degree to the 
wnracious or disorderly appetite of the Franks ; 
but the moay soil of Jerusalem is dlmort destitute 
of water ; the scanty springs and hasty torrents 
were dry in the summer seascm : nor was the 
thirst of the besiegers relieved, as in the city, by 
the artificial Mi{qdy of cisterns and aqueducts. 
The circumjacent country is equally destitute of 
trees for the uses of shade or building; but 
sotne large beams were discovered m a cave, by 
the cruai^hrs; a wood near Sichem, the encliant^ 

« 2 
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' CHAF. grove- of Tasso,® was cut down; the necessary / 
tunber was transported to the camp by the^, 
vigour and dexterity of Tancred; and the en-J^^ 
g^es were finamed by some Genoese artists, who 
had fortunately landed in the h^bour of Jalfa. 
Two moveable turrets were constructed at the 
expence, and in the stations, of the duke of Lor- 
rmne and the eount.of Tbrdoose, and rolled for- 
v^ards with detout iihtlQtt^ndt to thdiisost acces- • 
sible, but to the most neglected parts; of the for- 
tification. Raymond’s tower was reduced to 
a^hes^ by the, fe^'^ofs-tbe. besieged, but his col- 
l^t^e'was- filaee^ :V^3aai tHsi 'rSUceessful; the 
enemies were driven hy^his ^ciiai^'fntnia the ram- 
part ; the draw-bridge was let difivu 
Friday, at three in the afternoon, the day and 
hour of the passion, Godfrey of Bouillon stood 
victorious on the w'ails of Jerusalem. His ex- 

emulai 

^bfint four hundred and 
tnxty years after the conquest of Omar, the hcdy 
city was rescued from; the mahometan yoke. In . 
the pillage of public and privlate wealth, the ad- 
venturers had agreed to respect the exclusive pro- 
perty of the first occupant ; and the spoils of the 
great mosque, seventy lamps and massy vases of 
gcdd aoid ^ver» rewarded the diligence, and dis- 
played the 'g^aarOsity, of Tancred. A bloody 
sacrifice was otfiered by his mistaken votaries to 

- ■ _ / ’ 

P Gienisaleimne LiberfttSt canto xiU* It is {Peasant enough to 
o^fc'ne how Tasso has copied and embdlUhed tie nalnutest detail 

of the ritgc , . 
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the God of the Christians : resistance might pro- chap.:. 
voke, but neither age nor sex could mollify, 
their implacable rage : they indulged themselves 
three days in a promiscuous massacre and the . 
infection of the dead bodies produced an epide- 
mical disease*- After smrenty thousand Moslems 
had beeit'^t- ter fheWord^ and the hanniess 
Jews had been burnt in their synagogue, they 
could still reserve a multitude of captives, whom 
interest or lassitude persuaded them to q>are. Of 
these savage heroes of the cross, Tancred alone 
betrayed some sentiments of compassion ; yet 
we may praise the more selfish lenity of Ray- 
mond, who granted a capitulation and safe con- 
duct to the garrison of the citadel.’’ The holy 
sepulchre was sow free ; and the bloody victors 
prepare to afccomplisb their vow* ' Bareheaded 
End barefooty \Hth' ’'^ohftntd htiutt,' aaA M san 
humble posture, they ascended the hill of Cal- 
vary, . amidst the loud anthems of the clergy ; 
kissed the stone which had covered the Saviour 
of the world ; and bedewed with tears of joy 
and penitence the monument of their redemption. 

This tiliion rf the fiawest mid mo^ tender pas- 
sions has been variously considered by two phi- 


9 Resides the Latins, stho are not ashamed of the massacre, see 
Elmacin (Hist. Saracen, p. 363), AbuJpharagius (Dynast- p. 213), and 
M. de Guignes (tom. ii, p. ii, p. 99), from A1)oulmahasen> 

* The old tower Psephina, in the middle ages Nebloaa, fras 
C«^Ium P4sanum, from the patriarch Daimbert, It is still the 
the residence of the Turkish aga, and commands a prospect of 
the Dead Sea, Judea, and Arabia (D’Anville, p. ■ It was Hker 

wise tower of David, TV’ycf xa/t/ayiftretTes* 

G S 
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«5SAj*. losopii^; the one,* as easy and natural; bjr 
the ntoer,* as absurd and incredible. Perbaps 
it » too rigorously applied to the same persons r 
and the same hour: the example of the vir- 
tuous Godfrey awakened the piety of his com- 
. |>aBions; while they cleansed their bodies, th^ 
purified their minds; nor shall I believe that 
the moat ardent in slaughter and miane were 
tlm foremost in the ptoorasioa to toe holy se- 
pulchre. 

Election Eight days after this memorable event, which 
UHmw did mot live to hear, the Latin 
^“'‘•"^“jg-cWefs*^robeeded to the eiectteti of a king, to 
July 83, ’guard and govmm their conepsests isi Palestine. 
j<aj V^’ great, and Stephmi'of 

redred srith some loss of reputation, which 
they strove to regain by a second crusade and 
an honourable death. Baldwin was established 
•t Edeasa, ; and two . 

Jit<diwto8,^tog tollto'tf Normandy* and the count 
irf Fknders, preferred their fair inheritance 
in toe West to a doulitfal ooo^jetition or a 
bmren scqjtre. The jealousy and ambition c£ 
Raymond were condemned by his own followars, 
and the free, the just, the unanimous vou^ (d' 

'•«nn^ %i «U iltetay of EDgland, vol. i, p, Sll, 31?. eet*T* 
edhioiio 

* Voltaire, in hia Ktn! mr I’Histoin Geaerale, tom. U, e. S4, pu 
S4S, 3«. 

• The EogU^ ascribe to RiSKrt of Notmim^, and 0 » jnsTinddl 

to Saymood Thoiouse, tbe glory of Uie«roTa ; but tli» 

honest voice of tradiitiaa has preserved U»e memoiy of the mnlntioS 
and revenge (Villehardouin, No. 136) of the count of St. Giles. He 
died at the siege of Tripoli, which was possessed by his desceodaots.' ’ 
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^ the army, proclaimed Godfrey of Bouillon tim 
first and most worthy of the champions of ChrisU 
eudom. His magnanimity accepted a trust as 
full of danger as of glory ; but in a city where, 
his Saviour had been crowned with thorns, the 
devout pilgrim, rejected the name and ensigns of 
royalty «»d the founder of the kingdom of Je*. 
rpudem contented himself with the modest title 
of defender and baron of the holy sepulchre- 
His government of a single year,* too short for 
the putdic happine^ was . interrupted in tibe 
first fortnight hf^a summons to the field by the 
approach of the vizir Or sultan of Egypt, who 
had been too slow to prevent, but who was 
impatient to avenge, the loss of Jerusalem. Hb 
total overthrow in the battle of Ascalon sealed 
the eatablisbm^t of the Latinain %ri% and sig- 
nalbed tbe vsimurof tlm finmKh^uinceaw.wl^ in 
this action bade a long farewell to the holy wars. 

Some glory might be derived from the prodi- Battle of 
gious inequality of numbers, though I sliall not sg. 
count the myriads of horse and foot on the 
side of the Fatimites ; but, except three thou- 
«md £thkqpian$ or blacks, who were armed 
with flails, or scourges of iron, the barbarians of 
the south fled on the first onset, and afforded a 
plea«Bg comparison between the active valour of 
the Turks mid the sloth and effeminacy of the 
natives of Egypt. After suspending before the 
holy sepulchre the sword and standard of the 

* Seatke^^ction, the battle of.^scalon, ic.lnWiBiamof Tyre, l.ix, 

*- t-W, anA ia the conclutioa of t{ie Latin historians of the first 
sadc. 
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sultai^ the new king (lie deserves the title) em- 
braced his departing companions, and could re- 
tain only with the gallant Tancred three huii'* 
dred knights, and two thousand foot-soldiers, for 
the del'ence of Palestine. His sovereignty was soon 
attacked by a new enemy, the only one against 
whom Godfrey was a coward. Adhemar, bishop 
of Puy, who excelled both in council and action, 
had been swept away in the last An- 

tioch ; the remaining ecclesiastics preserved only 
the pride and avarice of their character ; and 
their seditious ckunours had required that the 
choice.of a bishop should precede that of a king." 
The revenue and jurisdiction of the lawful pa- 
triarch were usurped by the Latin cfergy : 
exclusion of the Greeks and Syrians was justified 
by the reproacii of heresy or stliism and, un- 
der the iron yoke of their deliverers, the Oriental 
Christians regretted the toleratin^government of 
Daimbert, archbishop of 
Pisa, had long been trained in the secret policy of 
Rome : he brought a fleet of his countrymen to 
the succour of the Holy land, and was installed, 
without a competitor, the spiritual and temporal 
head of tlie church. The new patriarch"' im- 
mediately grasped the sceptre whiclj had been 
acquired by the toil and blood of the victosious 
pilgrims; and both Godfrey and Bohepiond sub- 
mitted to receive at his hands the investiture of 

» Renaudot, Hist. Patriarch, Ale*, p. 

* See the claims of the patriarch Daunbert, in William of Tyre 
(I. ii, c. lS-18, X, 4; 7, 9), who asserts, with marvellous candour, 
the independence of the conquerors and kings of Jerusalem. 
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t^ieir feudal possessions. Nor was this sufficient ; cHap. 
Daimbert claimed the immediate property 
Jerusalem and Jaffa; instead of a firm and 
generous refusal, the hero negociated with the 
priest ; a quarter of either city was ceded to the 
church ; and the modest bishop was satisfiM with 
an eveptoSl Peversion of, the rest, on the death 
of Godfrey without children, or on the future ac- 
quisition of a new .-- at at Cairo or Darnascus. 

Without this indulgence, the conquerw Wffldd^e 
have almost been stripped (ff Ws inftnt kingdom jrusaiem, 
which consisted only of Jerusalem and Jaffa, with 
about twenty villages and towns of the adjacent 
country.* Within this narrow verge, the ma- i 
hometans were still lodged in some impregnable 
castles ; and the husbandman, the trader, and the 
pilgrims, were exposed to daily and domestic hos* 
tiiky. By tlie arms at twociselfi *and of 

the two Bald\^ ins, his brother and cousin, who 
succeeded to the throne, the Latins breathed with 
more ease and safety ; and at length they equal- 
led, in the extent of their dominions, though not 
in tlie millions of their subjects, the ancient 
princeaof Judah and Israel.’’ After the reduc- 

^ Willielm, Tyr. I. x, 19, The itJeropoIymitana of Jaco- 

bus a Vitriaco. (1. 1, c- 21 — ^>1 and theSccrela F'idelium Crucis of 
Matinus Sanutus (I. lii, p* 1), describe the state and conquests of the 
Latin kingdom of Jetusalem. 

^ An actual muster, not including the tribes of Levi and Ba^niihi» 

SBfC David an army of 1,300,000, or 1,474,000 Bghlingmen; wWch* 
tike addition of women, children, and slaves, may imply a popu- 
latioifcOf^ thirteen millions, in a country sixty leagues ia tengtb, and 
thir^ bidNkd> The honest and rational Le Clerc. (Comment, on 2d 
Samuel •and 1st Chronicles xxi), aestuat angusto m limite, and 
'mutters his satpicion of a false transcript { a dangerous suspicion t 
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tion «f ^ maritime cities of Laodicea, TripoB^ 
Tyre* and Ascaion,' wJiich were powerMly 
assisted by the fleets of Venice, Genoa, and Piaa, 
and even of Flanders and Norway,"* the range 
of sea-coast froiP Scanderoon to tie borders 
Egypt was possessed by the Christian pilgrims. If 
the prince of Antioch disclaimed his supremacy, 
the counts of Edossa and Tripoli owned them- 
selves the vassals of lEe king of Jerusalem : the 
Latins reigned lieyond the Euphrates ; and the 
four cities of Ilems, Hamah, pamascus, and 
were th^.oply relics of the mahometau 
emupiests.ia Eyda.’’ T^elawsandlanguage, the 
manners. and titles, of the Fret)el> nation and 
l^tin church, were introduced into these 
marine colonies. According to the feudal juris- 
prudence, the principal states and subordinate 
baronies descended in the Hoe of male and female 
succession:^ but the childreu„of<.the first con- 

' new are rel*:^. each in its proper place, in the gre*^ 
historj of Wiiliam of Tyfc, from the Sth to the I8th book, and 
aappe hri«|l]' tedd SerSHdoe Tbeaaatoeius Acqnititione Tenae 
Sanctae, c- 8iM>8, p- TS^-^dOj- Some domestic facts are celefo'ated 
in the Chronicles of Pisa. Oenoa, and Venice, in the 6tb, 9th, wd 
12th tomes of Muratoci. 

' Quidam populus de inauTis occideatis egressus, ct maxime de ea 
parte qua Norsegia dicitm*. William of Tyre (!• xi, c. 14, p. 804) 
marks their eoorw per Bfi^nicum mafc et Calpen to the si^ of 
fiidiHi. 

• BeaelatUr, ^od 4s AtdgMS, Hist, des Hbim, tom. ii, jfcrt ii, 
p. 160 , 161, a. B. 112r, He must rpiap of the inlMd eoBntiy. 

*Sanutvei7 sensibly defeats oo the aaischieih female saicccssloii, 
la a land, hostibus drcaai^ata, ubi cuncta Tirilla «t clrtoosa esse ds- 
hweat. Tet, at the suauum, and with ttw approbation, of bar feadU 

tori. 
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fuerors,® a motley and degenerate race, were 
dissolved by the luxury of the climate; the ar-. 
rival of new crusaders frmn Egypt was a doubt- 
ful hope mul a casual event. The semce of the 
feudal tenures’* was performed by six hundi-ed 
and sixty-dx knights* who m^t expect the aid 
of twdfhiftthred more under the banner of the 
coiint of Tripoli ; and each knight was attended 
to the field by four squires or archers on horse- 
back.* Five thousand and seventy-five sei^&tnts^ 
most probably foot-soldiers^ were supplied by the 
churches and cities ; and the whole legal militia 
of the kingdom could not exceed eleven thou- 
sand men, a slender defence against the surround- 
ing myriads of Saracens and Turks.'* But the 
finnest bulwark of Jerusalem was founded on the 

^ ‘ r 

lari. « aoMe dmari^wipB oHtged e> >iii»»iia and UMqnfMia 

(Assises de Jerusalem, c. 242, See.) See in M. de Gui|pt)e« (tom. {. 
p. 441-471) the accurate and useful tables of these dynasties, which 
ore ebiefif drawn from the I^ignaga d’Outreraer. 

* They were called by derision PouUaint, Pullani, and their name 
4s never pronounced without contempt (Ducange, Gloss. Latin, tom. v, 
p. 43S; and Observations sur Joinville, p. 84, 85 ; Jacob a Vitriaco, 
Hisd. HwrosoL 1. 1, c. 67, 72 ; and Sanut. 1. iii, p. viii, c. 2, p. 182). 
IBi&lf iniB virorum ad Terrse Sancta .... IflierationeiD fe ipsa 
manserunt d^eneres 6Ui .... in delicUs enutriti, moUes et effiemi. 
nati, &c. 

h This anthentic detail in extracted from the Assises de Jerusalem 
(c. 824, 326-3S1). Samit (1. iii, p. viii, c. 1, p. 174) reckons only 518 
kniij^ts, and S7TA fonowen. 

* The sum total, and the division, ascertain the service of the three 
^Vat baronies at lOO knights each ; and the text of the Asaisec, 
wMafc tsteada the number to 500, can oniy be justified by this sup. 
foafition. 

* Yet (Ht.CNat emergencies (says Sanut) the banms brought a vo» 
luntaiy aid; deeentein coraitivam militum juxta statum suum. 
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^ DHCLINE AND fHd 

etfAP. koi^ts of the hospital of St. John,* and of the 
tettiple of Solomon;” on the strange associa- 
^ fion of a monastic and military life, which fa- 

naticism Height suggest, but which policy must 
approve. The flower of the nobility of Europe 
aspired to wear the cross, and to profess the vows, 
of these respectable orders; their spirit and disd- 
pline were immortal ; and the speedy donation of 
twenty-eight fbousand fams, or manors,” en- 
abled them to support a regular force of cavalry 
and infantry for the defence of Palestine. The 
of the i»nvent i^oon evaporated in the 
exercise of afmsrf the worJil tval' sc&ndalised by 
the pride, avarice, and c0iTiipfcMm ^-.1ilM^ Chris- 
tian soldiers; their claims of immiii»it^laa8'|6*fe- 
diction disturbed the harmony of the church and 
state ; and the public peace was endangered by 
tlicir jealous emulation. But in their most dis^ 

Q* xviuy c» 3, S) relates the ignoble origin^ 
insolence, of the hospitalers, \\ ho soon deserted their hun^e 
patron, St* John the Eleemosynary, for the more august character of 
9t. John the Baptist (see the ineffectual struggles of Pagi, Critica, 
a. D. 1099, No. 14-18). They assumed the profession c-f arms abemt 
the year 11:20; the hospital was mafer; the temple, jUiai the teu* 
tonic order was founded a. o. 1190, at the siege of Acz*e (MosbeiiB^ 
Jtnstitut, p. 389, 390). 


^ See St Bcrnatd de l.aude Novae Militia? Tempi!, ciwposetl a. n. 

in 0{^. tom. i, p. ii, p> 547-563, edit. Mabillon, Venet, 
175(K Soeh aa encomium, which is thrown away on the dead tem* 
plars, would be highly valued by the historians of Malta* 

” Matthew Paris Hist, Major, p. 644*. He assigns to the hospir 
talers 19,000, to the templars 9000 maaertM » word^tff much higher 
le^rt (a.s Ducange has rightly observed) in the English than in tbf 
French' idiom. Afonor is a lordship^ e 4welling. 
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•solute period, the knights of the hospital and chap. 
temple maintained their fearless and fanatic cha>- *"'^‘**‘ 
racter: they neglected to live, but they were 
prepared to die, in the service of Christ ; and the 
spirit of chivalry, the parent and ofisjffing of the 
crusades, has been transplanted by this institution 
from si^alchre to the isle of Malta*® .. 

"Fhe spirit of freedom which pervades the Assise of 
feudal institutions, was felt in its strongest energy ». 
by the volunteers of the cross, who ele^d.fiw^^®®* 
their chief the most deserving of his peers. Anii^ 
the slaves of Asia, nnfcdnscious of the lesson or 
example,- a model of political liberty was intro- 
duced: and the la4^s of the French kingdom are 
derived from the purest source of equality and 
justice. Of such laws, the first and indispensable 
condltibh is the assent of those' whose oliedience 
they requhe, and ftH’ whose ben^t they are.de* 
signed. No sooner had Godfrey of BooHlon 
accepted the office of supreme magistrate, than 
he solicited the public and private advice of the 
Latin pilgrims, who were the best skilled in the 
statutes and customs of Europe. From these 
with the counsel and approbation of 
the patriarch and barons, of the clergy and laity, 
Godfrey composed the Assise of Jerusalem,^ a 

• In the three last books of the Hisioire des Chevaliers de Malthe^ 
par TAbb^ dc Vertot» the reader may amuse himself with a foir, and 
aom^mes flattering, picture of the order, while it was employed for 
tikej^^Bce of Pale.stine. The subsequent books pursue their em^ 

Hhodes and Malta. , 

^ Tbe’i^gises de Jerusalem, in old law-French, "were printed with 
Beaumandi^s Coutum^ de Beauvoisis (Bourges and J*aris, 1690, in 

folio), 
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CHAP, preckras monument of feudal jurisprudence. Thtt' 
*''^**^ new code, attested by the serfs of the kin?, the 
patriarch, and the viscount of Jerusalem, was 
deposited in the holy sepulchre, enriched with 
the improvements of succeeding times, and re- 
spectfully consulted as often as any doubtM 
question arose in the tribunals of Palestine. With 
the kingdom and city, all was lost the frag- . 
ments o( the written law were preserved by jea- 
lous tradition' and variable practice till ikt 
middle erf the thirteenth century : the code was 
iresta6red by the pen of John d’lbelin, count at 
JaHa, one of the principal feudatories;' and- 
the final revision was accocdl^tirf^ in the year ^ 

. l'?r ;■» 

JaUo, aod iltmtratedl by Gaspard Thaumus de la Tbanmaaaiere, will 
a comment and glossary. An Italian version had been published £l 
IdSj, at Venice, for the use of the kingdom of Cyprus. 

* A la terre perdue, tout fut perdd, is the vigoious expression 

the Assise (c. 2^1). ^ Tet J^aai(i;s ca pit B toUd with Saladin t the v 
risriahiia departed in peace; and a code M 
Could not prevoke the avarice of the coa> 
•••rat*. I have sometimes suspected tlm existence of this origbiB ' 
*Q|>y, of the Hair Sepulchre. which might be invented to sanctify aai 
anthctitieate the traditionary customs of the French in Palestine. 

’ A noble lawyer, Raoul de Tabarie, denied the prayer of k% 
Amaurl (s. o. 119A-1205), that he would commit his knowledge ta 
writing ; and frankly declared, que de ce qu’il savoit ne sereit-R j( 
BUl borjois son pareill, ne null sage bomme lestre (c. 281). 

• The compiler of this work, Jean d’lbelin, was count of JaSh aat 
Aiictlon, fand of Baruth (Berytus) and Rames, and died s. d. 12(» 
V^aat, L 01, ^ R, c. &, 8). The femily of Ibelin, which descended 
*««n a younger tenthee of acosat of Chartres inF ranee, loag d» 
^ in Palertine mid Cyprus (see the I.ignag«i de cs Her, «r 
W^treniCT, t d, at the end of the Aadses de Jeruaateai, anori^nf, 

wok, which records the pedigrees efftefrenehadreMuier^ 
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iMrteen hundred and sixtr-nine, for the use id* crap. 

•' LiV I 

the Latin kmgdotn of Cyprus.* * 

The justice and fireediun of the constitution court «rf 
were n^ntained two tribunals df unequaf*^"' 
d%nity, which were instituted by Godfi^ of 
Bouitton after the conquest of Jerusalan. The 
king, in j^jraon, presided in the ufqieF-court, 
court. ^ barons. Of these the four most 
conspicuous were the prince of Galilee, the lord 
of Sidon and Caesarea, and the counts of Jaffa 
juid Tripoli, who, perhaps with the constalile aatd 
sattrshal," were, in a qecial manner the com- 
peers and ju^es of each other. But all the no- 
bies, who held their lands immediately of the 
crown, were entitled and bound to attend the 
king’s court ; and each baron exercised a similar 
jorisdktMHi in the sabindinate assenddies of his 
own feudntoriea. The .coasectiptt of lord apd 
vassal was honourable and rolnntary ; rererence 
was due to the benefactor, protection to the de- 
pendent ; but they mutually pledged their faith 
to each other ; and the obligation on either side 
migbd be suspended by neglect, or dissolved by 
iiyary. The cognisance of mmriages asad testa- 
ments Wic» blended with rriigien, and usurped hf 
the clergy ; but the civil Mid criminal causes of 
the nobles, the inheritance and tenure of theif 

* By sixteen commisuonos chosen in the states of the lUand. Tfan 
voc^ was finished the 3d of November 1369, sealed with four seala, wA 
SepMted in the cathedral of Nicosia (see the preface to the Assises). 

* fte cautious John d’lbelin argues, rather than affirma, that Tri* 
poli Is the Igiirth barony, and expresses some doubt omceraiog tlw 

or pnaaiden af the canstaUe and "js'tlhal (c, jg$). 
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CHAP, fiefs, formed the proper occupation of the su- 
preme court. Each member was the judge and 
guardian both of public and private rights. It 
was his duty to assert with his tongue and sword 
the lawful claims of the lord ; but if an unjust 
superior presumed to violate the freedom or pro- 
perty of a vassal, the confederate peers stood forth 
to maintain his quarrel by word and deed. They 
hohjiy affirmed fiis iimocence and his wrongs ; de- 
manded the restitution of his liberty or his lands; 
suspended, after a fruitless demimd, their own 
service ; rescued their brother from prison ; and 
einpl^y^^ev^ his^defence, without 

offering direct violence to thi g^son of their lord, 
which was ever .sacred in theiir%£».J4^ their 
pleadings, replies, and rejoinders, the aovwatea, 
of the court were subtile and coj)ious ; but the 
use of argument and evidence was often superr, 
seded by judicial combat ; and the assise of Je- 
mmimy cnses this barbarous in-^ 
which has been slowly abolished by the 
laws and manners of Europe. 

Law of ju- ■ The trial by battle was established in all cri^ 
hatsf minal cases, which affected the life, or limb, of; 
honour, of any person ; and in all civil trans-j 
actions, of or above the value of one mark of; 

’‘Entie seignor «t faomaK ne n’a que la fbi ; . . . . mats tant quC, 
I’homme doit i mm aeignor ^erence en toutes choses (c. 206). Tons 
les homines dddit royavme sent pair la dite Assise tenus les aoa as 
autres . .*. . et en Celle masiere qne )e seignor mette main on fac£ 
mettre au cors on an fid d’ancua d'yaua adns esgaM et sans conoois- 
fflnee de court, que tons lea feutres doivtmt Tenir devant le, seigniOf 
Ac. (tl2). The form of their remonstrances h conceived with th|. 
peble timplicit; of freedom. 
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silver. It appears, that in criminal cases the chap. 
combat was the privilege of the accuser, who, 
except in a charge of treason, avenged his per- K- 

scmal injury, or the d^h of those persons whom 
he had a right to represent; but wherever, from 
the nature of . tte charge, testimony could be 
obtmxiei^f#i3^im neeessaiy fOT hhn to prddtme 
witpm^s of the fact. Iri civil cases, the combat 
was not allowed as the means of establishing the * 

claim of the demandant ; but he was obtiged to 
produce witnesses who ba^or hmnihed to have, 
khowledge of The combat was then the 

privilege of the defendant ; because he charged 
the witness with an attempt by perjury to take 
away his right. He came therefore to be in the 
same situation as the appellant in criminal cases. 

It . 

comMi 

evidence (according to the supposition of'Wcfth 
tesquieu) but in every case the right to offer 
battle was founded on the right to pursue by 
arms the redress of an injury ; and the judicial 
combat was fought on the same principle, and 
spirit, as a private dud. '. Chara- 
|nons were only allowed to women, and to men 
maimed or past the age of sixty. The con^^uence 
of a defeat was death to the person accused, or 
to the champion or witness, as well as to the ac- 
cuser himself: but in civil cases, the demmidant 

^ awPEaprit des Loix, 1. xxviii. In the forty years since its publica- 
Uea,lt»«iA has been more read and criticised ; and the spirit of in. 
quicy whisitW h&s excited is not the Isast of our obHgations to tb; 
jiuthor. 

VOL. XJ. . 
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CBAf. yfoa pMetiriied with iofatny and the loss of his 

while his witness and champion suffered an ignof 
nnhious death. In many cases it was in the op> 
tikm of the judge to aw^ard or to refuse the com- 
bat : but two are specified,, in which it was the 
inevitable result of the challenge ; if a faith^l 
vassal gave the lie to his compeer, who unjustfy 
clatmed f<Htiion of their lord’s demesnes v or , 
an unsBOcfefii^Aauiti^fresmBeAlHAri^eheh the 
_ judgment and verachy of tibe^eceit. He moght 
impeach them, but the terms were severe and 
the^sKme day he successively fcmght 
mad^era nf tfae.fcrSh(Bad, e«en those who 
had been id>sa3t : a da^le .defend, was followed 
by death and infamy; and where m^eie«lld hope 
for victory, it is highly probable that none would 
adventure the trial. In the assise of Jerusalem, 
the legal subtlety of the count of Jaffa is mmre 
laudably employ^to ebide, than to facilitate, the . 
. he derives from a pris* 

honour rather than of superstition.® ’ 
AjbO^ the causes which eirfranchised the ple- 
beians from the yoke of feudal tyranny, the insti- 
tution of cities and corporations is one of tite 
most powerful; and if those of Palestine are-ea^ 
evil w'ith the first crusade, tliey may be ranked 
with the most ancient of the Latin world. Many 
of the fd^rims had escaped from their loitl* 

• For the mtelligenee of lh]» obacure and obsolete jurispruden*** 
Cc- 80-lH), I am deqdjr inddJUd to tbe fiieBdttip of a Jeamed told, ■ 

vbo, with an accurate and dtocenungopa^ baa anra^ed tbo ph-t-—- 

Watmyoflaw. By his studies, po^eritym^ be airiched: the 
«f the mator an(rihe judge can befdt only bia eentempontiW 
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uoder the banaer of the cross; and it was the cijap. 

policy of the French princes to tempt their stay *‘^*^*' 

by the assurance of t^e r^hts and privileges jw 

freemen. |t is expressly declared in the a^e of 

Jerusalem) that ^ter instituting, for hfe knights 

and bamns, ti^ epuH of pe^ ln whi# be pr©i 

sided ei BoqiUoD ectablished a 

SpeiMfd tnbunaT, in which his person was reprcr 

sented by his viscount. The jurisdiction of this ’ 

inferior court extended over the buigeasc^nC the 

kingdom; and it was con^wsed of a select nu^ 

her of the mo^d^mfnei and worthy citizens, who 

were sworn to judge, according to the laws, of 

tite actions and fortunes of their equals,^ In^ 

the conquest and settlement of new dtkls, the 

example of . Jerusatem was imitated by the kin^ 

and their gnast ^SI»b|s 5 and abasie tiditjri|Nmbtr 

neapawfinwg Wi^ , f wan fad hefowMbniij^ 

Holy land. Another classi of subjects, the g(y*Syri“>*' 
rians,*’ or Oriental Christians, were oppressed 
by the zeal of the clergy, and protected by the 
toleration of the state. Godfrey listened to their 
reasonable prayer, that they might be judged by 
tb«& bMi(«^ A duad eewa WM in- 

stituted foHit^ use, of Knaited and domes^ 

* I«ouid 6ro8« who Is considered as the father of this institution 

in France* did not begin bis reign till nine years (a. o. 11 OS) alter 
Godfrey of Bouillon (Asaises, c. g, 324). For its origin and efibcts* 
see the judicious remarks of Dr. Rubertson (History of Charles t, 
vob i, j>. 30-36, 251—265, quarto edition). - n 

* Rvery reader conversant with the historians of the crusades will 
iniiHliHtfiW by the peuble des Suriens, the Oriental christiaiis, melch- 

jaMhes, or nestorians, who had all adopted the use of the. 

AnMc mstaag a (voh iv, p. 693). ' , 

H 2 
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Lvaf’ j**'f*®<^***® • sworn members were Syrians* 
i® Wood, language, and religion ; but the office 
rf the president (in Arabic, of the rais) was some- 
Viiiains ^nes exercised by the viscount of the city. At 
an unmeasurable distance below the nobles, the 
burgesses, and the strangers, the assise of Jerusa- 
lem condescends to mention ihevittaim anAslaveSi 
th&peasai^of. th^ laqd and the captives of war. 


of property. The re^ie^ or prediction of "Aese 
un^ppy men. was not esteemed worthy of the 
<^h»;Ofiihi }^fblirti(H';.but he diligently presides 

nishment, of tim liooiM^or hai^, 

who had strayed from the JawM ^tnli^^^y 
m^t be lost and claimed: the slave and falcoh 
were of the same value ; but three slaves, or 
twelve oxen, were accumulated to equal the price 
of the war-horse ; an4a sum ti^ee hundred 

in ^e age of chivalry*, 
a& the equivalent of the more noble animah‘ 


■ See Oie Anises de JaTwUem (310, 311, 31S). These laws were 
enacted as Ute as the year 1350, in the kin^om of Cyprus. In the 
same century, in the reign of Edward i, I understand, from a fiitt 
publicatiod (of his Book of account) that the of a wardione 
was not less eseibitant in England. 
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CHAP. LIX. 

•<* 

I*resentiiim 0retk en^^.-^NmiAerSf jpass- 

^eiMtd e&eM'oftke second and third crvsades.—^. 

■'Bernard. — Reign of Saladinin Egypt and Syria . — 

Ilis conquest of Jerusalem. — Naval crusades.— 

Richard ike First of England. — Pope 
Third; and the fowrth an§^f^ drusades. — The em- 
peror Frtderic the Second. — Louis the Ninth of 
France, and the two last crusades. — Expulsion of 
the Latins or Franks hy the Mamalukes. 

Jn a style, less, gia^ tban that of history, I chap. 

shoQl<l jt^RBWotie’' the ' eWteewsf Aksdos* 

to^he jackal^ Who is**^0il[ s^ss of 

and to devour the leavings, of the lion. “What-*.!,. io9i- 
ever had been his fears and toils in the passage of 
the first crusade, they were amply recompensed 
by the subsequent benefits which he derived from 
th^a, explmts of the Franks. His dexterity and 
vigilancei secured their fir^ conquest of Nice; 
and from this threatening station. the Turks were 
compelled to evacuate the neighbourhood of 
Constantinople. While the crusaders, with blind 
valour, advanced into the midland countries of 


*Juina Comnena relates her father’s conquests in Asia Minor, 
Ateiil, I. xi, p. 331-335, I. xiv, p. 419; his Cilician war against 

TanciNd%^ Bohemond, p. 338-343 ; the war of Epirus, with te- 
dious prc^i^^, L xii, xiii, p. 345-406 ; the death of Bohemond* 
f. xiv, p, 419 
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Asia»'%e crafty Greek improved the favourable 
occasion when the emirs of the sea-coast were 
recalled to the standard of the sultan. The 
Turks were driven from the i^es of Rhodes and 
Chios* the cities of Ephesus and Smyrna, of 
Sardes, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, were re- 
stored to the empire, which Alexius enlarged 
£eo&i the Hdlei^Qt «s the hco^ pfH^ Maean- 
^er, and the rofel^ ahiwes of Painpfeyfi^ '■ The 
churches resumed their spfendoUr; the towns 
were Irehi^t and fortified ; and the desert coun- 
[ ctii^es of Christians, who . 
removed Into '^e more distant and 
dangerous frontier. In th^ cares, we 

may forgive Alexius, if he forgot th^ deliveraiKe 
of the holy sepulchre ; but, by the Latins, he 
■was stigmatized with the foul reproach oftreastm, 
and desertion. They had sworn fidelity and 

'ttof AeThad promised to 
te in person, or, at least, wHit 
*his troo^ and treasures: his base retreat dissolved 
Hieir rAfigations; and the sword, which had btoi 
•the instrument of their victory, was the ple^ 
and title of their just independence. Itdoes sdt 
appear that the emperor attempted to revive his 
obsolete claims over the kingdom of Jerusdeini* 
'but'tte^btoleps of Cilicia and Syria w&re mote 
‘recent 'in Uspeetossion, and more accessitde to hi$ 


^ The kings of Jerusaiezn subniittcd, however, to e nomioel ^e* 
'‘pkndence, and in the dates of their inKripUons (one is still l^blein 
'the ihihrch of Bethiem), they respeetfijDy ^*c*d hefore their own the 
name of the reigning emperor mucange, Dissfrtationtsnr Joiovillr^ 
«vii, p. 319>. 
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^ras. The great araiy of the crusaders was airni- chap. 
hilated or dispersed ; the principality of Antioch - 
was left without a h«uh by the surprise and cap- 
tivity of Behemond ; his ransom had (^pressed 
him with a heavy debt ; and hk liiOTinan tbl- 
lewers were insufficient to rqp^ the hostilities of 
the jQ^nte^ atfd Turks. In this distress, B<Ae- 
mond embraced a magnanimous resolution, of 
leaving the defence of Antioch to his kinsman, 
the faithful Tancred; of arming the Westsgaiast 
the Byzantine empke, apd erf* exehuting the ck- 
sign which inherited from the lessons and ex- 
ample of his father Guiseard. His embarkation 
was clandestine ; and if we may credit a tale of 
the princess Anne, he passed the hostile sea, 
closely secreted in a eoffia.” But his reception 
In Frariee wait d%nified by tiuetfadyhe ^ijdause, 
and his nkirriitge with the Ifn^a 
return was glorious, since the bravest spirits of 
the age enlisted under his veteran command ; and 
he repassed the Adriatic at the head of five thou- 
sand horse and forty thousand foot, assembled 
from the most remote climates of Europe.'* The 
strength of Duraz^o, and prudence of Alexius, 
the progress of famine, and ap^foach of winter, 
eluded his ambitious hopes ; and the venal con- 

* Anna Cmnena $Mt, that to complete the iraiution, he was shut 
up with a dead cDA ; and condescends to wsndei how the barbaciau 
eottkt endure the confinement and patcefaction. This absurd tale h 
■ttaKwnm to the Latins. 

in the Bysantine Geography, must mean England; yet 
tt* are llnee credibly informed, that our Henry i woakl not suScr him 
fh leryai^tm^ in his kingdom (Ducange, Not. ad Alexiad, p. tl), 

H 4 
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CHAP, feder^l^ were seduced from his standard. A 
tr^tyof peace* su.spended the fears of the Greeks; 

they were finally delivered by the death of an 
adversary, whom neither oaths could bind, nor 
dangers could appal, nor prosperity could satiate. 
His children succeeded to the principality of An- 
tioch ; but the boundaries were strictly defined, 
the . was clearly stipulate a^ t^e cities 

of Tarsus aoch S^duiii^ra were J^he 

Byzantine etnperors. Of the co^ of Anatolia, 
they, possessed the entire circuit from Trebizond 
tp the,Syi3^g«%s>^.. Th^ Seljukian dynasty of 
op all -sides from the sea 
^ and their mussuhnan brethr»p>; t^ie^wer of the 
sultans was shaken by the victorieSr.andeve&.tb^ 
(kdept^ of the Franks ; and after the loss of Nice 
they removed their throne to Cogni or Iconium, 
an obscure and inland town above three hundred, 
miles from Cpi^tfmtipcpte.*^ Jn^tead of trem-. 

^be.- Comnenian princes, 

• The topj o( the treaty (Aiexiad, 1. xiii, p. 406-416) is an original , 
and curious fSece, which would require, and might afford, a good 
map ortheprindpality of Antioch. 

' See in the learned work of M. de Guignes (tom. ii, part, ii) the 
history of the Seljukians of Iconium, Aleppo, and Damascus, as fm- 
as it may be collected ffom the Greeks, Latins, ahd Arabians. The 

last are ignorant or. regardless of the aflhirs of Now*. ^ - 

Alconium is mentioned as a sution by Xenophon, and by Strabo, 
with the ambigiioiie title of Kw^uwaXo (Cellarios, tom. ii, p. ISl), 
Yet t. Paul leaiiAiD that jdaee a multitude (wXsA,) of Jews and 
Gentiles. Under the corrupt name of Aa»^, it i* described as a 
great city, with a river and gardens, three leagues ftmn the moun-. 
®"** decorated (I know not why) with Phtto’s tomb.(Abu]feda, 

p. 303, vers. B*j*e 4 and. the Index Geographicus of 
Schni^Bs fiiwn Ibo Said). 
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Iv'aged an offensive war against the Turks, aiid chap. 
the first crusade prevented the fail of the declin- • 

mg empire. * 

In the twelftti century, three great emigrations Expedi. 
inarched by land frotn the West to the jrelief ofto'd;*^fhe 
Palestme. ,; The, soldiers and rp^atnsof Lewt- 
hardly,, and Germany, were excited •>. noi ; 
tee example and success of the first crusade.* of contad 
Forty-eight years after the deliverance of the 
holy sepulchre, the emperor, a»d'':tte«i'«®ch^-»n*’’» 

1 . y-i* A. n>ethird,<rf 

kmg, Conrad the thi|^:„^iwLi&ms the seventht Frederic i, 
undertook tteseebsd'erusade, to support the fall- *' 
ing fortunes of the Latins.* A grand division 
of the third crusade was led by the emperor Fre- 
deric Barbarossa,'" who sympathised with hb 
brother!^ 4#Fraii^ and -England in the common 
lo^s of'ijternMibpi. TbeMT^bmsifjpqfl#^ 
bdeomp^oredid 

of numbers, their passage through the Gtemt 
empire, and the nature and event of their Turkish 
warfare, and a brief parallel may save the repe* 


* for thi* supplement to the first crusade, see Anna Comnena 

1. ifi, p. 331, &C. and tHe eighth hook of Albert Aquensis). 

* Fornik saiiHiddnksadetf Cemtafl M and l.atdi «n, eed.WUliaiii 
ef Tyre (I. xvi, c. lS-39), Otho'of Frlaingen (L i, c. 34-45, 59, 60), 
Matthew Paris (Hist. Major, p. 6S), StrttTlusi(CDirpiis, Hist. Germa-" 
iiics, p. 372, 373), Sertptorss Beruiii Prancicamra a Duchesne, 
tom. ir ; Nicetas, iu Vie Manuel, i. i, c. 4, 5, 6, p. 41-48 ; Cinna- 
mns, .L ii, P.41-M. 

* For the third erusade of Frederic Barbarossa, see Nicetas itt 
taaac. Angel. I. ii, c. 3-S, p. 357-266. Struv. (Corpus, Hist. Ottttu 
♦MlVand two historians, who probably were spectators, Tagino (ta 
SriH(8|i|iri Freher. tom. i, p. 406-416, edit. Struv.), and the Anony- 
wus ab^ll^editione Asiatiefi Fred, i (in Canisii, 'Aotiq. Lectic^,. 
IpM. 81, ykj^p, 498-526, edit. Basnage). 
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titioii^ a tedious narratire. However splendid 
it ni^seeni, a regular story of the crusades would 
e^ibit the perpetual return of the same causes 
and effects ; and the frequent attempts for the 
defence or recovery of the Holy land would a|>» 
pear so many faint and unsuccessful copies (ff 
the original. 

I, Of tim swarms hbat so closefy teod in tl^ 
footsteps of the forst pi^prims, the were 

equal in rank, though unequai in fame and men1« 
to Godfrey of Bouillon and his fellow -advene 
ttmaai. At ^Klrteadwere displayed the banners 
ed foediikei of Bavaria, and Aqui- 

tain; the first a descendaid of Capet, the 
second a father of the Brunswick tkie 
Hshop o£ Milan, a temporal prince, transported,, 
for the benefit of the Turks, the treasures and 
ornaments of his church and palace ; and the 
vetaan crosadiMi^ and Stephen 

to consummate their unfi - 
«®died vow. The huge and disorderly bodies of 
their fidlowers moved forward in two columns.; 
and if the first consisted of two hundred mid sixty 
thousand persons, the second might poshly 
amount to sixty thousand horse, and one bundled 
thousand foot.' The armies of the second cru- 
sa^ might have claimed the conquest of Asia ; 
the nobles <ffPram;e and Germany were animated 
by the jBesence their sovereigns ; and both the 

* Anne, who states these later twanlis tn 40,000 horse, and 100,000 
foot, edb than Normans, and ^aces at head two brothers of- 

Flaunts. The Greeks were strange]; ignorant of the narae^ feBth 
ties, and pvssetaioJa of the Latin princes. 
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^nk and personal characters of Conradand Louis, chap. 
gave a dignity to their cause, and a discipline to 
their force, whkdi might be vainly expected from 
the feudatory chiefs. The cavalry of the emperor, 
and that of the king, was each compo^ trf 
seventy thoi^saki knights, and timir immediate 
atteadtt^ in the field and if the light-arih£9 
troops, the peasant infantry, the women and 
children, the priests and monks, 
excluded, the full account will scar< 
with four hundred thousand souls. The we^, 
from Rome to Britain, was called into action; the 
kuigs of Poland and Bohemia obeyed the sum- 
mons of Conrad; and it is affirmed by the Greeks 
and Latins, that in the passage of a srtreight or 
river, the Bjrmmtise ^>eBts, after a tale of nine 
hundreds thOMsand, idesisti^ indl^ss and 

i^idablh 

as the French and English preferred the navi^- 
^on of the Mediterranean, the host of Frederic 
Barbarossa wasiess numerous. Fifteen thousand 
knights, and as many squires, were the flower of 
IheG^rmmi chivalry : sixty thousand horse, and 
oim hiikdred thmtsand foot, were mustered the 

emperor in the plains of Hungary ; ^nd after 

/ ■ ' ■ 

“ William of Tyre, asA Matthew Paris, reckon 70,000 loricati in 
each of the anniei. 

* The imperihet enmneration is mentioned by Cinnamus (irainixm* 
and confirmed by Odo de Diogilo apud Dixeange ad Ciima* 

Wm, with the more precise sum of 900,556. Why must therefore 
tim'isigrion and comment suppose the modest and imuffieieBt rechon- 
sfcl^OOO ? Does not Godfrey of Viterbo (Pantheon,'’ jp. six, in 
Tii, p. 462) exclaim ? 

— — Numenim si poacere quxraa. 
mUlena milites agmen erat. 


be rigorously 



JO* rVECtIJIE AND tAW. 

Sachj'^pelitions, we shall no longer be startM 
aJt ,^e six hundred thousand pilgrims, which 
sedulity has. ascribed to this last emigration.* 
Such extravagant reckonings prove only the as- 
tonishment of contemporaries ; but their asto- 
nishment most strongly bears testimony to the 
existence of an enormous though indefinite mul- 
tUude. The Greeks might appla^ .their supe- 
rior knowledge.' of the . arts and strrtagems of 
w:ar, but they confessed the strength and courage 
of the French cavalry and the infantry of the 
Gomam,;’ and a^iangers are described as 
ra^ of gigantic ^^tatar^ who darted fire 
from their eyes, and s^t;bjkMN^y^^y^^ater, on 
the ground. Under the banners' 
troop of females rode in the attitude and ar-i 
mour of men ; and the chief of these amazons, • 
from their gilt spurs and buskins, obtained the 
epithetr of gpldeprfaatad <£bo}& 

character of the stran- 
was an object of terror to the effeminate 
Greeks, and the sentiment of fear is nearly allied 
to that of hatred. This aversion was suspended 
or softened by the apprehension of the Turkish 


• This extravagant account is given by Aroert of Stade (apud Strn- 
is borrowed from Godfrey of Viterlw, 
Lob^ apud eundem, and Bernard Thesaur. (c. 169,^ 

Mahometans gave W« 

*00,000, or *60,000 men tBdiadin, in Vit. Saladin, p. Hot 

■J, ’’ ‘1»« in the aecood and ttitd chiaades, the snb- 

Frederw are styled Igr the Gm±s and Orientals 
Clnnamiw are t^ Pries and 
; and it is for the Primeh that he r*a«Tea the ancient ap- 
penatton of .fiennaijs. He likewise names the or Bprami. 
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power; and the invectives of the Latins will not chap. 
bias our mere candid belief, that the emperor 
Alexius dissembled tbeir insolence, eluded their 
hostilities, coun^lied their n»hness, and opened 
to their ardom* the road of pilgrimage mid con- 
quest. But whem the TuAs had beCT = driven 


from Ni^ ahfd the sea-coast; when the Byzantine 
prfac^' no longer dreaded the distant sultans »f 
Cogni, they felt with purer indignation the free 
and frequent passage of tlie western barbarians, 
who violated the majesty, andiendongered thd 
safety, of the einfnre. <.THe s^ond and third 
crusades, were undertaken under the reign of 
Manuel Comnenus and Isaac Angelas. Of the 
former, the passions were always ’ impehaous, 
and often malevcdent ; and the natural union of 


a cowardly !eU8idtiapi^|^|^|ii|per 

eih^ided^ mvtfae ] 

mercy, could punish' a tjrfant, add 
throne. It was secretly, and perhaps tacitly, 
resolved by the prince and people, to destroy, or 
at least to discourage, the pilgrims, by every 
spedes of injury and oppression ; and their want 
prqdid^ mid disciphne continually afforded 
the pretence of the oppcutunh^. The western 
monarchs had stipulate a safe ipassage and 
market in the cmmtry of their Christian brethren ; 
the treaty had been ratified by oaths and hos. 
tages; and the poorest soldier of Frederic’s army 
araafumished with three marks of silver to defray 
his'^i^nces on the road. But every engage- 
ment violated by treachery and injustice ; 
iind the coinplaints of the Latins are attested by 



1J14? iNteims ANt> fhi.1. 

CHAP, the confession of a Greek historian, whi 

has!^«kired to prefer truth to his country.’ In* 
of an hospitable reception, the gates df 
the cities, both in Europe and Asia, were closely 
barred against thexmsaders; and the scanty pit- 
tance of food was let down in baskets from the 
walls. Experience or foresight might excuse thi» 
timid jealousy ; but the common duties of bu- 
mimity prcdiiHted ^nixture ofchi&,Hr other 
poisonous ingredients, in the te«ad ; and slmu^ 
Manuel be acquitted of any foul connivance, he 
i^ ighilly^of jQaiadng base money for the purpose 
•f idle pa^ebus..’ < In.every step <rf 

tbar march they/wane sto^ed er nailed : the 

governors had private orders to l^ifylhet|M»sei . 
tod break down the bridges against them : ti&e 
stragglers were pillaged and murdered ; the sol- ' 
diers and horses were pierced in the woods Iqr : ■ 
^ows from an invisible hand;, the sick wefiar 

and -the dead bodies w&Sb f- 
, 'Ikthg OB 'gibbets along the highways. These 


the unequal conflict, promoted the embarkatMH 
and march of these formidable guests. On the 
vwge of tfae Turkish frontier Barbarossa spmed 
gJttlty.Thiiadelphia,'^ rewarded ti^ hospitd^ 

’ Iflcetas wa* s child at the leeot^ cai/mAe, hut ia «»e ti^td hf 
commanded against the Pranks the important post of Philippap< 4 i% 
^lamus is infeeted wi& natiomd prejo^ee iai ^rHe. 

' conduct of the Pl^adc^h^ » Samad^ lliaetas, while ^ 
anor^mpns Cerman accuses the rudeness of his countiTjnen 

,16»tW7 would he pleasant, if we were erahar r fswd on^jr hf 

sue* 



i.>€augcxie.ai pitUCHtit 

and the Byzantine princes, who had nrovc^e 



CF THE ROMiLM EMPIRE. 


Ill 


l4U)dice3, and deplwed the hfod nec^sity that chap. 
had stained his sword with any dr(n» of Christian 
blood. In their intercourse with the monuchs 
of Gernu^ and, France, the pride of the Greeks 
was ^qiosed to an anxious trial. They might 
bc«st that, cm the- ftrst interview, ^ seat of 
Louis Wjaa>j». lw :^;odl, beside /tiie throne: <d 
BO sooner had the French kin^ 
transported his army beyond the Bosphorus, 
than he refused the offer of a second co»f«F«ice, 
unless his brother would mtek .ban on equal 
terms, either o»tim sea w land. With Conrad 
and Frederfc, the ceremonial was still nicer and 
mere difficult ; like the successors of Constan- 
tine, they stiled themselves en^erors ei the 
Romans ;* and fimdy amlntained the purity of 
their title mad these re- 

presfiptafivea of QMuhaafwgae would o^ con- 
verse with Manuel on horsdiadc,- m tiie open 
'held; the second, by passing the Hellespont 
rather than the Bosphorus, declined the view of 
CoBstantincqile and its sovereign. An emperor, 
udm had been crowned at Rome, w^ reduced 
initfae:€keek epistles to the humble afqtellatiou 

nci conttadictioiw. Jt i» Jikcwiac Bon NicsUt, tbat we taua Un 
pious and humane sorrow of Frederic. 

* tifm, vrhidi Clnnalnus translates into Ijitin by the word 
RiAAmw Ducange araiac very hard to sate his king and country from 
such ignominy .Our JointiUe, disscrtat. zxvii, p. 317-320. Louis 
aUcywards insisted on a meeting in mari ex sequo, pot o eipM, ae- 
awdlnitito the laughable readings of some mss. 

* BOs Boinanorum iraperator sum. ille Romanioram (Anonym. 

Caiiifc The puUic and historical style Of the Greeks was 

ftiS.. 

* Yet yinnuHn tint iftwifiwf >9 

tb g g r tXiege 



m 

CHAP, 

{.IX. 


Turfcisli 

warfare. 


ipINStt&raKB AKDb'TALl. 

of rej^ifi^'priiice of the Alemanni ; and the 
vaiftiaiid feeble Aogelus affected to be ignore! 

name <ff one of the greatest men and 
sSonarchs of the age. While they viewed with 
hatred and suspicion the Latin pUgrims, the 
Greek emperors maintained a strict, th^u^- 
secret, alliance with the Turks and Saracenk. 
Isaac Angelus < complained, that by his friend, 
ship for the g^t Se2fid^ Jtee ;hadihi^HEia!ed the 

enmity of the Franks ; and a uiosque Was foitnd4; 
ed at Constantinople for the public exercise c0 
tfae.relig^|]L'pf M^omet,“ ^ i 

first crusade 

were destroyed ift AiwtoKabyiiBB^, pestilence, 
and the Turkish arrows;: ahd <mly 

escaped with some sqiMidi ons of horse to accotri-; 
plish their lamentable pilgrimage. A just opinion' 
may be formed of their knowledge and humanity} 
of their knowledge frona the design, of.subduiflg/ 

ifm to Jerusalem ^ 
r hmmsinity, firom the massacre of the clnisr i 
lian people, a friendly city, who came out tb 
meet them with palms and crosses in thek Handa: 
The arms of Conrad and Louis were less cru^. 
and imprudent ; but the event of the second cntft' 
sadewas still more ruinous to Christendom; and' 
the Greek Manuel is accused by his own sutyet^.' 
of gpvhig^seasonahle intelligence to the sultffl^' 
and treacherous guides to the Latin jninces. In- 
stead of crushing the common foe, by a double " 




"'V 


■ii 


' fa Uie Epistles of Innocrat m (xiii, p. jsi), and the Hfetoty 
Boha^ (p. 129, 130), see tlw views of a pi^ jnd a cadM on 
itnptutr lolwitton. 
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attack at the same time, but oh different sides, chap. 
the Germans were urged by emulation, and the 
French were retarded by jealousy. Louis had 
scarcely passed the Bosphorus when he was met 
by the retumingemperor, whohad lost the greatest 
part of his army in glorious but unsuccessful 
actions on the banks of the Maeander. The con- 
trast of the pomp of his rival hastened the retreat 
of Conrad; the desertion of his independent vas- 
sals reduced him to his hereditary troops ; and he 
borrowed some Greek vessels to CKecute by sea 
the pilgrimage of Palestine. Without studying 
the lessons of experience, or the nature of war, 
the king of France advanced through the same 
country to a similar fate. The vanguard, which 
bore the royal banner and the oriflamme of 
St. Denys,* bad doubled their march with rash 
and inconsiderate speed; and the rear, whid» 
the king commanded in person, no longer found 
their companions in the evening camp. In 
darkness and disorder, they were encompassed, 
assaulted, and overwhelmed, by tliC innumer- 
able host of Turks, who in the art of war were 
superior to the Christians of the twelfth cen- 
tury. Louis, who climbed a tree in the general 
discomfiture, was saved by his own valour and 
the ignorance of bis adversaries ; and with the 
dawn of day he escaped alive, but almost alone, to 

* As counts of Vexin, the kings ofFrance were thevaBnluaBd ad- 
¥001^91 of the monastery of St. Denys. The saint’^ pecuUar banner, 
which tAiey received from the abbot, was of a square form, and a red 
or^amUmg etAmr, The •Tifiamtue appeared at the head of the French 
armies from the twelfth to the sixteenth century (Ducange sur Joi^v 
rille, dissert. xvUi, p. 244-253.) 

VOL, XI. I 
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CHAP, the camp of the vanguard. But instead of pur- 
suing his expedition by land, he was rejoiced to 
shelter the relics of his army in the friendly sea- 
port of Satalia. From thence he embarked for 
Antioch ; but so penurious was the supply of 
Greek vessels, that they could only afford room 
for his knights and nobles ; and the plebeian 
crowd of infantry was left to perish at the foot of 
the Pamphylian hills. The emperor and the 
king embraced and wept at Jerusalem ; their 
martial trains, tlie remnant of mighty armies, 
were joined to the Christian powers of Syria, and 
a fruitless siege of Damascus was the final effort of 
the second crusade. Conrad and Louis embarked 
for Europe with the personal fame of piety and 
courage ; ^but the Orientals had braved these po- 
tent monarchs of tlie Franks, with whose names 
and military forces tiiey had been so often threat- 
ened.^ Perhaps they had still more to fear from 
the veterim genms of Frederic the first, who in 
his youth had served in Asia under his uncle Con- 
rad. Forty campaigns in Germany and Italy had 
taught Barbarossato command; and his soldiers, 
even the princes of the empire, were accustomed 
under his reign to obey. As soon as he lost sight 
of Philadelphia and Laodicea, the last cities of 
the Greek frontier, he plunged into the salt and 
barren desert, a land (says the historian) of horror 

y The original French histories of the second crusade are the Gests 
Ludovicj VII, p. it-he . rn the fourth volume of Duchesne’s Collection* 
The same volume c ntains many original letters of the king of Sug«r» 
hU minister, ac. the beat documents of authentic history. 
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and tribulation.® During twenty days, every chap. 
step of his fainting and sickly march was besieged 
by the innumerable hordes of Turkmans,® whose 
numbers and fury seemed after each defeat to 
multiply and inflame. The emperor continued 
to struggle and to suffer ; and such was the mea- 
sure of his calamities, that when he reached the 
gates of Iconium, no more than one thousand 
knights were able to serve on horse back. By a 
sudden and resolute assault he defeated the 
guards, and stormed the capital oT the sultan;*^ 
who humbly sued for pardon and peace. The 
road was now open, and Frederic advanced in 
a career of triumph, till he was unfortunately 
drowned in a petty torrent of Cilicia."^ The 
remainder of his Germans was consumed by sick- 
ness and desertion; and the emperor’s son expired 
with the greatest part of his Swabian vassals at the 
siege of Acre. Among the Latin heroes, Godfrey 
of Bouillon and Frederic Barbarossa alone could 
achieve the passage of the Lesser Asia ; yet even 


■ Terrara horroris ct salsugints, terrain siccam, stcrilem inainae- 
nam. AiKAjm. CanU. p. 517. The emphatic language of a sufferer. 

* Gens innumera, sylvestris, indomita, predones sine ductore. 
The sultan of Cognl might sincerely rejoice in their defeat* Anonym. 
Catiis. p. 517, 518. 

^ See in the anonymous writer in the collection of Canisius, Ta- 
gino, and Bohadin f Vit. Seladin, p. 119,120), the ambiguous con- 
duct of Killidge Arslan, sultan of Cogni, who hated and fccu-ed both 
Saladin and Frederic. 

* The desire of comparing two great men has tempted many writere 
to drown Frederic in the river Cydniis, in which Alexander so im* 
prudtttly bathed (Q. Curt. 1. iii, c. 4, 5). But, from the march of 
the emperor, I rather judge, that lis Saleph is the Calycadnns, a 
•tream of iewfasM, but of a longer course. 

I 2 
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CHAP, their aucc^ was a warning ; and in the last and 
most experienced agejof the crusades, every nation 
preferred the sea to the toils and perils of an 
inland expedition.** 

Obetinacy The enthusiasm of the first crusade is a natural 

oftheen- j • i i -i i 

thusiasm and Simple event, while hope was fresh, danger 
untried, and enterprize congenial to the spirit of 
the times. B(Ut the obstinate perseverance of 
Europe may indeed excite our pity and admira- 
tion ; that no instruction should have been drawn 
from constant and adverse experience ; that the 
same confidence shoidd have repeatedly grown 
from the same failures ; that six succeeding gene- 
rations should have rushed headlong down the 
jirecipice that was open before them ; and that 
men of every condition should have staked their 
public and private fortunes on the desperate ad- 
venture of possessing or recovering a tomb-stone 
two thousand miles from their country. In a 
period twtt centuries after the council of 
Clermont, each spring and summer produced a 
• new emigration of pilgrim warriors for the de- 
fence of the Holy land ; but the seven great 
armaments or crusades were excited by some im- 
J)ending or recent calamity ; the nations were 
moved by the authority of their pontiffs, and the 
example of their kings ; their zeal was kindled, 
and their reason was silenced by the voice (tf 

' Mariniis Saniitas. d. 1321, lays it down a* a preceirt. Qaod 
•toJu* eccles.ffi per terr^ nuUatenus est ducenda. He resolves, I* 
the divine aid, the objection, or rather exception, of the first tttt.- 
sade (Secreta Fidelium Crucjs, 1. ii, pars ii, c. i, p. 3J). 
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their holy orators : and among these, Bernard,* chap. 
the monk or the saint, may claim the most ho- 
nourable place. About eight years before the character 
first conquest of Jerusalem he was born of 
noble family in Burgundy ; at the age of three- 
and-twenty he buried himself in the monastery 115k 
of Clteaux, ^eh in the primitive fervour of the 
institution ; at the end of two years he led forth 
her third colony, or daughter, to the valley of 
Clairvaux' in Champagne ; and was content, 
till the hour of his death, with the humble station 
of abbot of his own community. A philosophic 
age has abolished, with too liberal and indis- 
criminate disdain, the honours of these spiritual 
heroes. The meanest among them are distin- 
guished by some energies of the mind; they were 
at least superior to their votaries and disciples ; 
and in the race of superstition, they attained the 
prize for which sucli numbers contended. In 
speech, in writing, in action, Bernard stood high 
above his rivals and contemporaries ; his com- 
positions are not devoid of wit and eloquence ; 


* The most authentic information of St. Bernard must be drawn 
from his own writings, published in a correct edition by P^re Mabil* 
]on, and reprinted at Venice 1750, in six volumes in folio. What* 
ever friend:>hip could recollect, or superstition could add, is coutalq* 
ed in the two lives, by his disciples, in the sixth volume : wiiatever 
learning and criticism could ascertain, may be found in the prefaces 
af the Benedictine editor. 

' Clairvaux, sumamed the valley of Abysynth, is sitoate among the 
trooda near Bar sur Aube m Champagne. St. Bernard would falushat 
the potap of the church and morahtery ; he vi ould ask Ibr the liln’ary, 
and 1 know not whether he would be much edihed by a tun of 800 
muida (914 1-Tth hi^heads), which almost rivals that of Heidelberg 
(Melange Tiread^una Grand Bihliotbeque, tom, xlvi, p, 15-SO). 

1 
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CHAP, and he seems to have preserved as much reason 

XillK * 

and humanity as may be reconciled with the cha- 
racter of a saint. In a secular life he would have 
shared the seventh part of a private inheritance ; 
by a vow of poverty and penance, by closing his 
eyes against the visible world,® by the refusal of 
all ecclesiastical dignities, the abbot of Clairvaux 
became the oracle of Europe, and the founder of 
one hundred and sixty convents. Princes and 
pontiffs trembled at the freedom of his apostolical 
censures: France, England, and Milan, consulted 
and obeyed his judgment in a schism of the 
diurch: the debt was repaid by the gratitude of 
Innocent the second ; and his successor, Eugenius 
the third, was the friend and disciple of the holy 
Bernard. It was in the proclamation of the 
second crusade that he shone as the missionary 
and prophet of God, who called the nations to 
^e defmcp of, hi» toly sepulchre.’’ At the par- 
jynf^aat. of 'VWelay he spoke before the king; 
and Louis the seventh, with his nobles, received 
their crosses from his hand. The abbot of Clair- 
vaux then marched to the less easy conquest of 
the emperor Conrad : a phlegmatic people, igno- 

« The disciples (of the saint (Vit. Ima, I. iii, c. 2, p. 1232. Vit. 
2*, c. 16, No. 45, p. 1383) record a marvellous example of his piout 
apathy. Juxta locum etiam Lausaimensem totius die! itinere pergens, 
penhus non attendit ant se vidcre non virtit. Cum enim vespere 
facto de eodem lacfl socii colloquereotur, interrogabat eos ubi lacus 
iUe isset ; et mirati sunt universi. To admireoC despise St. Bernard 
as he ought, the reader, like myself, should have before the windows 
of hiB Ubraty the beauties of that incomparable landscape. 

* fHho Prising. I. i, c. ♦. Bernard. Epist. 363, ad Francos Ori- 
-utales, 0pp. tom, i, p. 328. Vit. Ima, 1. iii, c. 4, tom. vi, p. 1231.. 
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rant of his language, was transported by the pa- 
thetic vehemence of his tone and gestures ; and^^^J^^ 
his progress from Constance to Cologne was 
the triumph of eloquence and zeal) Bernard 
applauds his own success in the depopulation of 
Europe ; affirms that cities and castles were 
emptied of their inhabitants ; and computes, that 
only one man was left behind for the consolation 
of seven widows.* The blind fanatics were de- 
sirous of electing him for their general ; but the 
example of the hermit Peter was before his eyes ; 
and while he assures the crusaders of the divine 
favour, he prudently declined a military com- 
mand, in which failure and victory would have 
been almost equally disgraceful to his character 
Yet, aftey the calamitous event, the abbot of 
Clairvaux was loudly accused as a false prophet, 
the author of the public and private mourning; 
his enemies exulted, his friends blushed, and his 
apology was slow and unsatisfactory. He justifies 
his obedience to the commands of the pope; expa- 
tiates on the mysterious ways of Providence; 
imputes the misfortunes of the pilgrims to their 
own sins ; and modestly insinuates, that his mis- 
sion had been approved by signs and wonders.* 

* Mandastis et obedivi . . • . multiplicati aunt super numcnim ; \ a- 
cuantur urbes etcastella; et pcne jam non m\cniunl qutm appie- 
liendant septem mulieres unum virum ; adco ubique \idure vivis re- 
manent viris. Bernard. Epist. p. 247. We must be careful^ not lo 
comtrue pcne as a substantive. 

* Qttis ego sum ut disponam acics, ut egrediar ante facies armato- 
rum, Bttt quid lam remotum a professione mea, si vires, si peritia, 

Ac. epist. 256, tom. i, p. 2o9. He speaks with contempt of the her- 
mit Peter, vir qmdam, epist. 363. 

’ ''ic dlcunt forsitan iste, unde scimus qudd a Domino sermo egres- 

I 4 
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CHAP. Had the fact been certain, the argument would 
be decisive ; and his faithful disciples, who enu- 
merate twenty or thirty miracles in a day, appe^il 
to the public assemblies of France and Germany, 
in which they were performed.™ At the pre* 
sent hour, such prodigies will not obtain credit 
beyond the precincts of Clairvaux; but in the 
preternatural cures of the blind, 'the lame, and 
the sick, who were presented to the man of God, 
it is impossible for us to ascertain the separate 
shares of accident, of fancy, of imposture, and of 
fiction. 

Progress of Omnipotence itself cannot escape the murmurs 
metans. of its discordant votaries ; since the same dispen- 
sation, which was applauded as a deliverance in 
Europe, was deplored, and perliajis arraigned, as 
a calamity in Asia. After the loss of Jerusa- 
lem, the Syrian fugitives diffused their conster- 
natimi and sorrows Bagdad mourned in the 
ddShl the eadhi Zeineddin of Damascus tore his 
beard in the caliph’s presence ; and the whole 
divan shed tears at his melancholy tale.* ^ut 
the commanders of the faithful could only weep; 
they were themselves captives in the hands of the 
Turks ; some temporal j)uwer was restored to the 
last age of the Abbassides; but their bumble am-* 

*us sit ? aigna tu ticis ut cfedamus tibi ' Non est quod ad ists 
ipse re^ponde*^m ; percendum verecundise mes* responde tu pro me, 
et pro te ipso, secundum qus vidisti et audisti, et secundum quod te 
in8[>iravcrit Dens. Consort. I, ii, c. I, 0pp. tom. li, p. 42i-4‘23- 
See the testimonies ia Viu Ima, 1. iv, c. 5, 6. 0pp. tom- vi, p* 
1J58-1261, 1. vi, c. 1-17, p. 1286-1314. 

Abulmaluuen apud de GuigneS) Hist* des Huns, tom, ii) p. ii- 
Y, 99 ) 
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bition was confined to Bagdad and the adjacent chap. 
province. Their tyrants, the Seljukian sultans, 
bad followed the common law of the Asiatic dy- 
nasties, the unceasing round of valour, greatness, 
discord, degeneracy, and decay : their spirit and 
power were unequal to the defence of religior. ; 
and, iij his distant realm of Persia, the Christians 
were strangers to the name and the arms of San- 
giar, the last hero of his race." While the *^1-^^® 
tans were involved in the silken web of tbeharaiB,syria, 
the pious task was undertaken by their slaves, 
the Atabeks,*" a Turkish name, whicli, like the 
ByEantine patricians, may be translated by father 
of the prince. Ascansar, a valiant Turk, had 
been the favourite of Malek Shaw, from whom 
he received the privil^fe cd standing on the right 
hand of the thrmie ; hut, in the eivil wars that 
ensued on the monarch’s death, he tost his htead 
and the government of Aleppo. His domestic z»nr! i. 
emirs persevered in their attachment to his soi nis. 
Zenghi, who proved his first arms against the 
Franks in the defeat of Antioch: thirty cam- 

* See his tLTtkie in the Bibliotbeque Orientale of d'Herbelot, snd 

de Guignes, tom ii, p. i, p. 230-261, Such was his valnur, that he 
Was --tyled the second Alexander; and such the extrava^nt love of 
hib subjects, that they prayed for the sultan a ye.ir afier hi - decease. 

Yet Sangiar might have been made prUodcr by the I*\unKs, as well 
as by the Uzes, He reigned near fatty years a. d. liOo-llo^), and 
was a munificent patron of Per.^ian poetry. 

See the Chronology of the Atabeks of Irak and Syria, id de 
’Gtifgjiea, lorn i, p. 2a4'; and the reigns of Zenghi ar.ij Noutecidin 
in the snne wiittr u<,m, ii, p. d, p. U7-221), who uses the Arabic 
text of Be&elathir, Ben Schouna, and .vbuifeda; the 
Orientale, under the articles Ataoeks and Noureddinf and the Uy- 
Viasties of Abulpbaragtus, p. 250-267, vers. Pocock. 
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CHAP, paigns in the service of the caliph and sultan 
established his military fame ; and he was invested 
with the command of Mosul, as the only cham- 
pion that could avenge the cause of the prophet. 
The puldic hope was not disappointed : after a 
siege of twenty-five days he stormed the city of 
Edessa, and recovered from the Franks their con- 
quests beyond the Euphrates the martial tribes 
of Curdistan were subdued by the independent 
sovereign of Mosul and Aleppo : his soldiers were 
taught to behold the camp as their only country : 
they trusted to his liberality for their rewards ; 
and their absent families were protected by the 
Noureddin vigilance of Zenghi. At the Eead. of these ve- 
Ji7.^^*^‘~terans, his son Noureddin gradually united the 
mahometan powers ; added the kingdom of Da- 
mascus to that of Aleppo, and waged a long and 
successful war against the Christians of Syria ; he 
spread his ample reign from the Tigris to the 
Nile, and the Abbassides rewarded their faithful 
servant with all the titles and prerogatives of roy- 
alty. The Latins themselves were compelled to 
own the wisdom and courage, and even the jus- 
tice and piety, of this implacable adversarv.*^ In 

' William of Tjre (1. ni, c. i, S, 7), describes the loss of Edessa 
and the death of Zenghi. The corruption of his name into Sangvm, 
alfurded the Latins a comfortable allusion to his sanguinary character 
and end, sit sanguine sanguinolentus. 

' Noradinus (says William of Tyre. 1. K. 33). maximus nominis 
et fidei Christian® persecutor ; princeps tamen justus, vase'r, providus, 
*t secundum gcntis su» traditiones religiosus. To this catholic wit- 
ness we may add the primate of the Jacobites (Abulpharag. p. 267), 
quo non alter crat inter reges Titse ratione magis laudabili, aut qua 
piuubus justiti® experimentis abundaref. The true, praise of kings iq 
after their death, and from the mouth of their enemies. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 125 

his life and government the holy warrior revived chap. 
the zeal and simplicity of the first caliphs. Gold 
and silk were banished from his palace ; the use 
of wine from his dominions ; the public revenue 
was scrupulously applied to the public service ; 
and the frugal household of Noureddin was main< 
tained fromhis legitimate share of the spoil, which 
he vested in the purchase of a private estate. His 
favourite sultana sighed for some female object 
of expense. “ Alas, ’ replied the king, “ I fear 
“ God, and am no more than the treasurer of 
“ the Moslems. Their property I cannot alicn- 
“ ate ; but I still possess three shops in tlic city 
“ of Hems : these you may take ; and these alone 
“ can I bestow.” His chamber of justice was the 
terror of the great and the refuge of tlio pc/ur. 

Some years after the sultan's death an oppressed 
subject called aloud in the streets of Damascus, 

“ ONoureddin, Noureddin, wliere art tliou now? 

“ Arise, arise, to pity and protect uj : ’ tinnelt 
was apprehended, and a living tyrant blu died or 
trembled at the name of a <leparted m(n;ui ( h. 

By the arms of the Turks and Franks ti.ecnr.q ici 
Fatimites had been deprived of Syria. In Egypt 
the decay of their character and influence wasT“'k’. 
still more essential. Yet they were still revered usg. 
as the descendants and successors of the prophet ; 
they maintained their invisible stale in the palace 
of Cairo ; and their person was seldom violated 
by the profane eyes of .subjects or strangers. The 
Latin ambassadors’ have described their oun 

* From, [the ambassador, William «f_Tyre (I. *ix, c. 17,' 18) 

describes 
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CHAP, introduction through a series of gloomy passages, 

^ and glittering porticos ; the scene was enlivened 
by the warbling of birds and the murmur of 
fountains ; it was enriched by a display of rich 
furniture, and rare animals; of the imperial 
treasures, something was shown, and much was 
supposed ; and the long order of unfolding doors 
was guarded by black soldiers and domestic eu- 
nuchs. The sanctuary of the presence chamber 
was veiled wdth a curtain ; and the vizir, who 
conducted the ambassadors, laid aside his scyme- 
tar, and prostrated himself three times on the 
ground ; the veil was then removed ; and they 
beheld the commander of the faithful, who signi- 
fied his pleasure to the first slave of the throne. 
But this slave was his master : the vizirs or sul- 
tans had usurped the supreme administration of 
Egypt ; the claims of the rival candidates were 
decided by arms ; and the name of the most 
worthy, ot the strongest, w^as inserted in the 
royal patent of command. The factions of Darg- 
ham and Shawer alternately expelled each other 
from the capital and country ; and the weaker 
side implored tlie dangerous protection of the sul- 
tan of Damascus or the king of Jerusalem, the 
perpetual enemies of the sect and monarchy of 
the hatimites. By his arms and religion the 
Turk was most formidable ; but the Frank, in an 
easy direct march, could advance from Gaza to 

describes the palace of Cairo. In the caliph’, treasure were foMHi • 
pearl as large a pigeon’s egg, a ruby weighing seventeen Egyptian 
drachms, an emerald a palm and a half in length, and many vasea of 
crystal and porcelain of China (Renaudet, p. 536). 
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the Nile ; while the intermediate situation of hia chap. 
realm compelled the troops of Noureddin to wheel 
round the skirts of Arabia, a long and painful 
circuit, which exposed them to thirst, fatigue, 
and the burning winds of the desert. The se- 
cret zeal and ambition of the Turkish prince 
aspired to rei^ in Egypt under the name of the 
Abbas»des ; but the restoration of the suppliant 
Shawer was the ostensible motive of the first ex- 
pedition ; and the success was intrusted to the 
emir Shiracouh, a valiant and veteran com- 
mander. Dargham was oppressed and slain; but 
the ingratitude, the jealousy, the just apprehen- 
sions, of his more fortunate rival, soon provoked 
him to invite the king of Jerusalem to deliver 
Egypt from his insolent benefactors. To this 
union the forces of Shiracouh were unequal ; he 
reluvqui^ed the premature conquest; and the 
evacuation of Belbeis or Pellusium was the con- 
dition of his safe retreat. As the Turks defiled 
before the enemy, and their general closed the 
rear, with a vigilant eye, and a battle-axe in his . 
hand, a Frank presumed to ask him if he were 
not aifiraid of an attack ? “dt is doubtless in your 
“ power to begin the attack,” replied the intre- 
pid emir; “ but rest assured, that not one erf my 
" soldiers will go to paradise till he has sent an 
“ infidel to bell.” His report of the riches of 
the land, the effeminacy of the natives, and the 
disorders of the government, revived the hopes 
of Noureddin ; the caliph of Bagdad applauded 
, the pious design ; and Shiracouh descended into, 

Egypt a second time with twelve thousand Turks 
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CHAP and eleven thousand Arabs. Yet his forces were 
still inferior to the confederate armies of the 
Franks and Saracens ; and I can discern an un- 
usual degree of military art in his passage of the 
Nile, his retreat into Thebais, his masterly evo- 
lutions in the battle of Babain, the surprise of 
Alexandria, and his marches and counter-marches 
in the flats and valley of Egypt, from the tropic , 
to the sea. His conduct was secteded by the _ 
courage of his troops, and on the eve of action 
a Mamaluke‘ exclaimed, “ If we cannot wrest 
“ Egypt from the Christian dogs, why do we not 
** renounce the honours mad rewards of the sul- 
“ tan, and retire to labour with the peasants, or 
“ to spin with the females of the baram ?” Yet, 
after all his efforts in the field," after the obsti- 
nate defence of Alexandria* by his nephew Sa* 
ladin, an honourable capitulation and retreat con- 
cluded the second enterprise of Shiracouh ; and 
Noure^in reserved his abilities for a third and 
more propitious occasion. It was soon offered by 
the ambition and avarice^ of Amalric or Amaury, 

• Mamluc, plur. JHamalic, is defined by Pocock (Prolegom. kS 
Abulpharag. p. 7) and d’llerbelot (p. 515), servuin emptitium, seu 
qiii pretio numcrato in domini possessionem cedit. They ftequently 
occur in the wars of Saladin (Bohadin, p. 236, &c.) ; and it was only 
the Bakartie Mamalukes that were first introduced into Egypt by hi» 
descendants. 

■ Jacobus a Vitriaco (p, 1116) gives the king of Jerusalem no 
than 374 knights. Both the Franks and the Moslem* report the so* 
perior numbers of the enemy ; a difference which may be solved by 
counting or omitting the unwarlike Egyptians. 

“ It was the Alc:xandria of the Arabs* a middle term in extent and . 
riches between the period of the Greeks and Romans, and that of th® 
Turks (SaTary, Lettres sur I’Egyptc, tom, i, p, 25, 2^. ' 
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kinff of Jerusalem, who had imbibed the perni- chap. 
Clous maxim, that no faith should be kept with 
the enemies of God. A religious warrior, the 
great master of the hospital, encouraged him to 
proceed ; the emperor of Constantinople either 
gave, or promised, a fleet to act with the armies 
of Syria ; and the perfidious Christian, unsatis- 
fied with spoil and subsidy, aspired to the con- 
quest of Egypt. In this emergency the Moslems 
turned their eyes towards the sultan of Damascus; 
the vizir, whom danger encompassed on all sides, 
yielded to their unanimous wishes, and Noured 
din seemed to be tempted by the fair offer of one 
third of the revenue of the kingdom. The Franks 
were already at the gates of Cairo ; but the sub- 
urbs, the old city, were burnt on their approach ; 
they were deceived by an insidious negotiation ; 
and their vessels were unable to surmount the bar- 
riers of the Nile. They prudently declined, a 
contest with the Turks, in the midst of an hos- 
tile country ; and Amaury retired into Palestine 
with the shame and reproach that alw ays adhere 
to unsuccessful injustice. After this deliverance, 
Shiracouh was invested with a robe of honour, 
which he soon stained with the blood of the un- 
fortunate Shawer. For a while, the Turkish 
emirs condescended to hold the office of vizir ; 
but this foreign conquest precipitated the fall 
of the Fatimites themselves; and the bloodless 
change was accomplished by a message and a 
word. The caliphs had been degraded by their 
own Weakness and the tyranny of the vizirs : 
their subjects blushed when the descendant and 
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CHAP, successor of the prophet presented his naked hand 
to the rude ^ripe of a Latin ambassador ; they ' 
wept when he sent the hair of his women, a sad 
emblem of their grief and terror, to excite the 
End of the pity of the sultan of Damascus. • By the com- 
^^phsf mand of Noureddin, and the sentence of the 
*• ”• doctors, the holy names of Abubeker, Omar, 
and Othman, ivere solemnly restored : the caliph 
Mosthadi, of Bagdad, was acknowledged in the 
public prayers as the true commander of the 
faithful ; and the green livery of the sons of Ali 
was exchanged for the black colour of the Abbas^' 
sides. The last of his race, the caliph Adhed, 
who survived only ten days, expired in happy ig- 
norance of his fate : his treasures secured the 
loyalty of the soldiers, and silenced the murmurs 
of the sectaries; and in all subsequent revolutions 
, Egypt has never departed from the orthodox tra* 
dition of the Moslems.^ 

Brig^d The Ully country beyond the Tigris is oc- 
•fsaiadin. e»pied by the pastoral tribes of the Curds:* 


' For this gre»t rerolution of Egypt see William of Tyre (1. rii, 
5, 6, 7, 12—31. XX. 5—12), Bohadin (in \ it, Saladin, p, 30-39), Abul» 
feda (in Exceipt. Scbultens p. 1-12), d’Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient. 
Adhed. Fathemah. but nrv incorrect), Renaudot (Hist. Patrran*. 
Alex. }>. 522-525, 5;i2-53i>, Vertot (Hist, dcs Chevaliers de Maltbe, 
tom. i, p. I41-l(>3, in 4-to), and M. de Guignes (tom. ii, p. 185-215)^ 

’ For the Cuids see de Guignes, tom. i, p. 41G, 417, the Ind®* 
Geogr.nphicu« of Schultens, and Tavernier, Voyages, p. i, p. 308, 
309. The Ayoubite* descended from the tribe of Rawadirei, one of 
the noblest ; but as thei/ were infected with the heresy of the BietemFf 
sychiisis, the orthodox sultans insinuated-that their descent was onljf 
oa the mother s side, and that their ancestor was a stranger whose^ , 
tied among the Cyrds. 
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a people hardy, strong, savage, impatient of the 
yoke, addicted to rapine, and tenacious of the 
government of their national chiefs. The resem- 
blance of name, situation, and manners, seem 
to identify them with, the Carduchians of the 
Greeks;* and they still defend against the Orto- 
ns porte^be antique freedom Irhich they asserts 
ed against the successors of Cyrus. Poverty and 
ambition prompted them to embrace the proies- 
sion of mercenary soldiers ; the service of his fa- 
ther and uncle prepared the feign of the great 
Saladin;'’ and ihe son of .lob or Ayub, a simple 
Curd, magnanimously smiled at his pedigree, 
which flattery deduced from the Arabian ca- 
liphs."' So uucon.scious w'as Noureddin of the 
impending ruin of his hmse, that he constrained 
the reluctant youth to fol[oif%is uncle Shiracouli 
into Egypt: bis Military character ifas establkhed 
by the defence of Alexandria ; and if we may 
believe the Latins, be solicited and obtained 
from the Christian general the profane honours of 
knightlieod."*' On the death of Shiracouli, the 

* See the fourth book of the Anabasis of Xenqphon* The ten thou« 
sand suffered trore from the arrows of the free Cardueb aos* than 
from the splendid weakness of the grell^liing* 

^ We aie indebted to the {Kofessor Scbulteds (Lug, fiat* 1755, in 
fuiio) for the richest and most authentic matei ial.s. a life of buiudin, 
by his friend and minister the cadhi Bohadin, and copious extract* 
from the history of his kinsman, the prince Abulfeda of Hamah, To 
these we may add, the article of Salaheddin in the Bihliotbcque Oriea* 
tale* aatid all that may be gleaned from the Dynasties of Abulphan^lus. 

* Since Abulfeda was himself an Ayoubite, be may share the praise, 
for iaiitatii^, at least tacitly, the modesty of the founder* 

^ Hist. Hierosob in tb^ Gesta Dei per Francos, p. 1152* A similar 

exan^^ 
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office of grand vizir was bestowed on Saladgjyas 

the youngest and least powerful of the emirs ; 

but with the advice of his father, whom he in- 
vited to Cairo, his genius obtained the ascendant 
over his equals, and attached the army to his 
person and interest. While Noureddin lived,^ ^ 
these ambitious Curds were the most humble^f | 
his slaves; and the indiscreet ; nanrmurs of the ;; 
divan were silence^fty the pm^st 4y<>b, who/f 
loudly protested, that at the command of the sul- :4 
tan he himself would lead his son in chains to the 
foot of ^e^rone. Sygh language,” he added - 
in private, “ was prudent and proper in an as- ; 
“ sembly of your rivals v but we ^re now above 
“ fear and obedience ; and the threats of Nou- 
“ reddin shall not extort the tribute of a sugar- 
" cane.’’ His seasonable death relieved them,^. 
from the odious and doubtful conflict ; his soi^^, 
years of age, was left for a 
to j^lfcli^ura of Damascus; and the new lord of'?, 
decorated by the caliph with evety 
title* that could sanctify his# usurpation in tM,;! 
eyes of the people. Nor was^aladin long con- - 
tent with the possession of Egypt ; he despofied i 
the Christians of Jerusalem, and the Atabeks of 
Damascus, Aleppo, and Diarbekir : Mecca and 

example be fonnd in JoinvUIe (p. 42 , edition du Louvre); !»>* 

the pious St. Louis refused to dignify infidels with the order of cfei»- " 
tian knighthood (Ducange, Observations, p. 70 ). 

• In these Arabic titles, r«t<gio«is must always be understood; JV«»- 
raUin, lumen r. ; Ezzodin, decus; Amadoddtn, columen : our bto?’» 
^^r name was Joseph, and he was styled SoJahoddin, salus; ;^ 
M^ektts, Al jVmiru), rex defensor; Atm lHodeffir, pater victatiifc 
-^chultens, Praifat. 
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Medina acknowrledg-ed him for their temporal 
protectors tts iM^her subdued the distant regions 
of Yem^, fl^hellappy Arabia ; and at the hour 
of his d^tH' his empire was ‘spread from the 
African. Tripoli to the "Kgris, and fifom the In- 
diKi pcean il the mountains of Armenia. In 
Hio^jndgpienn nf’ his dbaractBr, the repr^ches 
^treason and ingratitude strike forcibly on our 
minds, impressed as they are with the prin- 
ciple and experience of law and. Icyalty. But 
his ambition may in softe measure be ex- 
cused by th# revolition of Asia,' which had 
erased every notion of legitimate succession ; 
by the recent example of the Atabeks them- 
selves ; by his reverence to the son of his bene- 
factor; bis taiiaane .and geperof^ behaviour to the 
collateral branches ; ^i^lho’lucspiacity and Atr 
Anerit ; by the^probaiimiiof dhe calipj}, the sole 
source of all legitimate power ; and, above all, 
by the wishes and interest of the people, whose 
Tiappiness is the first object'of government. In 
Ais virti^s, and in those of his patron, they ad- 
iuire4 the sin|||^ar luiioii of the hero and the 
^int; fat both Noureddin and Saladin are ranked 
among the mahomedan saints; and the constant 
meditation of the holy war appear to- have shed 
a serious and sober colour over their lives and 
actions. The youth of the latter* was addicted 

* Abulfeda, who descended from a brother of Saladin, observes from 
niABy examples, that the founders of dynasties took the guilt for 
themselves and left the reward to their Innocent collaterals (Excerpt* 
p. 10). 

s See his life ud diwacttr in Jtenaudot, p. 537-A4S. 
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to wine and women ; but bis aspiring spirit sfoOB 
renounce the temptations of pleasure^ for the 
graver fellies of fan^ and dominion : the gar- 
ment of Saladin iras of coarse woollen ; water 
was his only drink ; an# wl^e he emulated the 
temperance, he surpassed the chasti^of his Ara- 
bian prophet Both in faith and prsKJtice, be wa* 
a rigU mussubnan ; be jEvtr«feg^iedjkhat the de- 
fence of religion hat^||>taliirweAi|Am i^ accom- 
plish the pilgrinsage of ulecca; buhltt: the stated 
hows^ five ‘times eadi day, the sultan devoutly 
pr^<!#w^^^bretbreik(^^|[p# iavt^ntahy omis- 
sion of iistmgwmsiseiMp^lmHly repaid ; and his 
perusal of the koMn on borsehadfe^/^etweeH the 
approaching armies, maybe quoted as b 
however ostentatious, of piety and courage.'" 
The superstitious doctrine of the sect of Shafei 
was the only study that he deigned to encou-> 
rage i , yfigpjmfe kaifalKedritemDt : b^ 

all pi <n|lhl <1 IuiulI! #asjdie object of bisritversion ; 
and a philosopbi^, who had vented sonair ^cu- 
lative novelties, wsb seiis^ am^Mbrangleil by the 
command of the royal saint. justice ef his 
divan was accessible to tlie meanest suppliant 
against himself and his ministers ; and it was 
only for a .|dngdom that Saladin would deviate 
feom the #uJc of equity. While the descendants of 
Seljuk and Zei^hi held his stirrup, and smoothed 
his garments, he was afiahle and patient with 
the meanest of his servants. So boundless was 

^ His civil and religious virtues are celebrated in the first chajrtcr 
ol Bohadin (p. himself aa e/e-witness and aa honest big^crt^ 



OF «H£ ROUAN MUPIRU. 


188 


his liberality, that he distributed twelve thousand chap. 
horses at the si^e of Acre; sand, at the time of 
his death, no ia€rt>ie than f<Hty-«even drachms of 
silver and (ose piece of ^goW coin were found in 
the tee^ury; yet in a martial the tributes 
we«e4lmiuii^diapdthew4td1%y<^iaensenjQyed, 

H^or danger, tiefruits of their industry. ■ 
Egypt, Syria, and Arabia, were adorned by the 
royal foundations of hospitals, coHeges^ and 
mosques, and Cairo was fortifierf with a wall and 
citadel ; but his worha were-^nsecrated to public 
use ;* nor 4id the sultan indulge himself in a gar- 
den or palace of private luxury. In a fanatic age, 
himself a fanatic, the genuine virtues of Saladin 
commanded the esteem of the Christians : the 
emperor-of Oenna^ fiiendship 

^ Gre^ empi^r atdfeitNi^h^ aJHaw^ ;* and 
the conquest o^erusalem diffu^, ^ftdf'perteps 
juagnified, his fame both in the East and West. 

During its short existence, the kingdom of Je- Hh con- 
rusalem“‘was supported by the discord of the kingdom. 
Turks and Saracens ; and both the fatimite ea- 
liplM d^the suflbans of Damascus were tempted 
to sacrifide the cause of their religion to *the 
meaner considerations of private and present ad- 
vantage. But the powers of Egypt, Syria, and 

* In many works, partkalarly Joseph's well in the castle of Cairo, 
the sultan and the patriarch have been confounded by the ignofante 
of aatiTes aud travellers. 

* Aaonym. Canisii, tom. iii, p. ii, p. 501. 

‘ Bdlia^ p. 129, 130. 

“ Fertile Aatin kingdom of Jerusalem, see William of Tyre, ficon 
the ninth to Uie twenty-second book. Jacob a Vitriaco, Ui>i. Hiero- 
solem. 1. i, and Saoutur, Secrcta Fkleliuai Crucis, i. iii, p. vi, vii. 
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CHAP. Arabia, were now united by an hero, whom nai-> 
ture mid fortune had armed against the chris- 
tians. All without now bore the most threaten- 
ing aspect ; and all was feeble and hollow in the 
internal state of Jerusalem. After the two first 
Baldwins, the brother and cousin of GocJfrey of = 
Bouillon, the sceptre devolved by female succk- 
sion to Melisend^ ^s^bter of the second Bald- -i 
win, and her busted : Falk, count 6f Anjou, , 
the father, by a former marriage, of our English / 
Plantagenets. Their two sons, Baldwin the ‘j, 
third, aiid Junaury, wag^ a strenuous, and not ' 
unsuccessful -war against the infidels ; but the 4 
sen of Amaury, Baldwin the fodrth, was de- 
prived by the leprosy, a gift of the crusades, of 
the faculties both of mjnd and body. His sister . , 
Sybilla, the mother of Baldwin the fifth, was bis 31 
natural heiress : after the suspicious death of 
child^ cniwued her second husband, Guy of “ * 
a prince of a handsome person, but of 
such base renown, that his own brother Jeffrey * ■ 
was heard to exclaim, “ Since they have niadte /• 
“ him a king, surely they would have made wie ' 
a god !” The choice was generally blam^ ; 
and the most powerful vassal, Raymond count of 
Tripoli, who had been excluded from the succes- , 
sion and regency, entertained an implacable ha* * 
tred against the king, and exposed his honour “ 
and conscience to the temptations of the sultan. 
Such were the guardians of the holy city; « 
leper, a child, a woman, a coward, and a traitor; 
yet its fate was delayed twelve years by some sup: 
plies from Europe, by the valour of the military 
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•rders, and by the distant or domestic avocations chap. 
of their great enemy. At length, on every side 
the sinking state was encircled and pressed by an 
hostile line ; and the truce was violated by the 
Franks; whose existence it protected. A soldier 
of fbifane, Reginald' of (%MilloB, had seized a 
f(Xtress on the edge of the desert, from whence 
he pillaged the caravans, insulted Mahomet, and 
threatened thecities of Mecca and Medina. Saladin 
condescended to complain; rejoiced in the denial 
of justice ; and at the head of fourscore thousand 
horse and foot, invaded the Holy land. The 
choice of Tiberias for his first siege was suggested 
by the count of Tripoli, to whom it belonged ; 
and the king of Jerusalem was persuaded to drain 
his garrison^ and to arm his people, for the relief 
of .that important placid" 3y the advice of the 
perfidious Raymond, the Christians were be- 
trayed into a camp destitute of water : he fled on 
the first onset, with the curses of iioth nations 
Lusignan was overthrown, witli the less of thirty 
thousand men ; and the wood of the true cross, a 
dire misfortune ! was left in the power of the infi- 
dels, The royal captive was conducted to the tent 
of Saladin; and as hefainted with thirst and terror, 
the generous victor presented him with a cup of 

* Templarii ut apes bombabant ct ut venti suldebant^ 

et baroncs sc exitio offerebant, ct turcopuii (the Christian light troop:*) 

•emet ipsi in ignem injicichant (Ispahan! de Expugnationc Kudsitica« 
p. 1% apjid Schultcii.s' ; a specimen of Arabian eloquence .somewhat 
dlflTereat from the style of Xenophon. 

® The Latins affi'-m, the .Arabians insinuate, the treason of Ilay- 
mond : but bad he really embraced their religion, he nould l'u,c i»een 
» -^aint and a hero in the eyes of the latter. 

K 4 
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CHAP, sherbet, cooled in snow, without suffering his^^ 
companion, Reginald of Chatillon, to partake of 
this pledge of hospitality and pardon. “ The 
“ person and dignity of 4 king,” said the sultan, 

‘‘ are sacred ; but this impious robber must in- 
“ stantly acknowledge the prophet, whmn he 
has blasphemed, or meet the death which he 
“ has so often deserved.” On t^ proud or 
conscientious refusalxrf the Christian warrior, Sa- 
ladin struck him on the head with his scymetar, 
and Reginald was dispatched by the guards.' 
The trembling Lusi^paan was sent to Damascus . 
to an honourable prison and speedy ransom ; but 
the victory was stained by the execjatioo of two 
hundred and thirty knights of the' hospital, the 
intrepid champions and martyrs of their faith. 
The kingdom v^as left without a head; and of- 
the two grand masters of the military orders, thn' 
one was ^be other was a prboner. From 

the sea coast and the inland 
country, the garrisons bad been drawn aw'ay for 
this fatal field : Tyre and Tripoli alone could 
escape the rapid inroad of Saladin ; and three 
months after the battle of Tiberias, he appeared 
in arms before the gates of Jerusalem.'* 


• Betiaud. Eeginald, or Arnold de Chatillon, is celebrated by the 
Latina in Ua life and death ; but the circumstances of the latter fit* 
more distinctly related by Bohadin and Abulfeda j and Joinville (Hist, 
de St. Louis, p- 70 } alludes to the practice of Saladin, of never put* 
ting to death a prisoner who had tastad his bread and salt. Some of 
the companions of Arnold had been slaughtered, and almost sacridoedi 
in a Talley of Mecca, ubi sacrificia mactantur (Abulfeda, p. 38)- 
1 Vertot, who well describw the loss of the kingdom and city 
(Hist, des Chevaliers de Malthe, tom. 1, 1. ii, p, 886-878), inserM 
two otiginal epistles of .a knight templar. 
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He might expect, that the siege of a city so ® 

venerable on earth andin heaven, so interesting to 

Europe and Asia, would rekiiwfle'the last sparks an<*city of 

.. .. ,1 • 11. Jerusalem, 

of enthusiasm; and that, of sixty thousand cbris-*. d. iist. 
tians, every man would be a soldier, and every ^ 
scddier a candidate for .martyrdom. But queen 
Syhilla troubled for herself and her captive bm- 
band ; and the barons and knights, who had 
escaped from the sword and chains of the Turks, 
displayed the same factious mid selfish spirit in the 
public ruin. ■ The most numerous portion of the 
inhabitants were composed of the Greek and Ori- 
ental Christians, whom experience had taught to 
prefer the mahometan before the Latin yoke f 
and the holy sepulchre attracted a base and needy 
crowd, without arms 4xt courage, who suosistcd 
only on the charity of the pilgrims. Some feeble 
and hasty efforts were made for the defence of 
Jerusalem ; but in the space of fourteen days, a 
victorious army drove back the sallies of the be- 
sieged, planted their engines, opened the wail to 
the breadth of fifteen cubits, applied their scaling- 
ladders, and erected on the breach twelve banners 
of the prophet and tbe sultan. It was in vain that 
a bare-foot procession of the queen, the women, 
and the monks, implored the Son of God to save 
his tomb and his inheritance from impious viola- 
tion. Their sole hojie was in the mercy of the con- 
queror, and to their first sujipliant deputation 
that mercy was sternly denied. “ He had sworn 

’ Kenaudot) Hist. Patriarch. Aka. p. SW. 
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“ (o avenge the patience and long-suffering of the . 
“ Moslems ; the hour of forgiveness was elapsed, | 
“ and the morl^ent was now arrived to expiate, r 
“ in blood, the innocent blood which had been 
“ spilt by Godfrey and the first crusaders.” But 
a desperate and successful struggle of the Franks 
admonished the sultan that his triumph was not 
yet secure; he listened with reverence to a solemn 
adjuration in the nanf^of the conftnon father of 
mankind ; and a sentiment of human sympathy 
mollified the rigour of fanaticism and conquest. > 
He c(Misent^ to 2u:cept the city, and to spare the ^ 
inhabitants. The Gre^ and Oriental Christians 
were permitted to live under his donninion ; but 
it was stipulated, that in forty days all the Franks , 
and Latins should evacuate Jerusalem, and be 
safely conducted to the sea-ports of Syria and 
Egypt; that ten pieces of gold should be paid 
for each man, five for each woman, and one for. 
every .ctafld; and ^at those who were unable. to 
purchase their freedom should be detained in pw- 
petual slavery. Of some writers it is a favourite 
and invidious theme to compare the humanity of 
Saladin, with the massacre of the first crusade. 
The difference would be merely personal ; but 
we should not forget that the Christians had ■ 
offered to capitulate, and that the mahometans ; 
of Jerusalem sustained the last extremities of an ^ 
assault and storm. Justice is indeed due to the ; 
fidelity with which the Turkish conqueror fulfilled , 
the conditions of the treaty ; and he may be dC' 
servedly praised for the glance of pity wlfich he 
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cast on the misery of the vanquished. Instead of chap. 
a rigorous exaction of Ms debt> be accepted a sum 
of thirty' thousand byzants for the ransom of 
seven thousand poor; two or three thousand 
more were dismissed by his gratuitous clemency ; 
and the number cff slaves was reduced to eleven 
at foutteen thousand persoUs. In his interview 
with the queen, his words, and even his tears, 
suggested the kindest consolations ; his liberal 
alms were distributed among those who had been 
made orphans or widows by the fortune of w^ar ; 
and while the knights of the hospital were in 
arms against him, he allowed their more pious 
brethren to continue, during the term of a year, 
the care and service of the sick. In these acts 
of nMfwy thwwirtue of Saladin deserves our ad- 
miration and love : be was above the necessity of 
dissimulation, and his stem fanaticism would 
have prompted him to dissemble, rather than to 
affect, this profane compassion for the enemies of 
the koran. After Jerusalem had been delivered 
from the presence of the strangers, the sultan 
made his triumphant entry, his banners waving 
in the wind, and to the harmony of martial mu- 
sic. The great mosch of Omar, which had been 
converted into a church, was again consecrated 
to one God and his prophet Mahomet ; the walls 
and pavement were purified with rose water; 
pnd a pulpit, the labour of Noureddin, w'as 
erected in the sanctuary. But when the golden 
cross, that glittered on the dome, was cast down, 
and dragged through the streets, the Christians 
of every sect uttered a lamentable groan, w'hich 
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The third 

crusade, 
hy sea, 

a.D. lies 


was MiSWc.'ed by the joyful shouts of the Mos- 
lems. In four ivory chests the patriarch had 
collected the crosses, the images, the vases, and 
liie relics of the holy place : they were seized by 
the conqueror, who was desirous of presenting 
the caliph with the trophies of Christian idolatry. 
He was persuaded, however, to entrust them to 
the patriarch and prince of Antiodh ; and the 
pious pledge was redeemed by Richard of Eng- 
land, at the expence of fifty-two thousand by- 
zants of gold.* 

The natimis might fear and hope the imme- 
diate and final expnlsioH of the Latins from Sy- 
• ria ; which was yet delayed abo«^ seentnry after 
the death of Saladin.* In the cm’eer of victory, 
he was first cliecked by tlie resistance of Tyre ; 
the troops and gariisons, v/hich had capitulated, 
were imprudently conducted to the same port: 
their numbei's were adequate to the defence ai 
the {dace ^ and the arrival of Conrad of Mont- 
ferrat inspired the disorderly crowd with confi- 
dence and union. His father, a venerable pil- 
grim, had been made prisoner in the battle of 
T ifacrias; but that disaster was unknown in Italy 
and triecce, wlien the son was urged, by ambi- 
tion and piety, to visit the inheritance of his royal 


» For the conquest of Jenualao, Bohadin (p. 67-75) and AblilCeds 
<p. 40-43), are our Uoalem witneaes. 0/ the Christian, Bernard 
Thesaurarius (c, 151—167) is the most ctq>ious and authentic $ see 
Kkewise Mathew Paris (p, 120-184). 

• The sieges of Tyre and Acre are iqost eopieady described by Ber- 
nard Thes.nurarius (de Acquisitione Terr® Sanct®, c. 167-179), the 
author of the Historia Hierosotymitana (p. 1150-1172 in Bcmgarsiul), 
Abulfed.T (p. 43-50), and Bohadin (p. 75-179). 
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nephew, the infant Baldwin. The view of the 
Turkish banners warned han from the hostile 
coast of Ja& ; and Cmirad was unanimously 
hailed as the prince and champion of Tyr^ which 
was already besieged by the conquerca* of Jerusa- 
lem. The. of his zeal* and perhaps his 

knowledge, a gmeroter , foev enabled him to 
laswe the threats of the sultan, and to declare, 
that should his aged parent be exposed before the 
walls, he himself would discharge the first arrow, 
and glory in his descent frimr a Christian martyr.* 
The Egyptian fleet was allowed to enter the 
harbour of Tyre; but the chain was suddenly 
drawn, and five gallies were either sunk or taken : 
a thousand Turks were slain in a sally ; and Sala- 
din, bundog hi& ei^ines, concluded a glo- 
riiKts- czmpmgit a disgracefidbretre^ to Damas- 
cus. Hewia sotmasaailedJbyatmmiefornMdahle 
tempest. The pathetic narratives, and even the 
pictures, that represented, in lively colours, the 
servitude and profanation of Jerusalem, awakened 
the torpid sensibility of Europe : the emperor, 
Frederic Barbarossa, and the kings of France 
and England^ assumed the cross and the tardy 
magnitude of their armaments was anticipated by 
the maritime states of the Mediterranean and the 
ocean. The skilful and provident Italians first 
embarked in the ships of Genoa, Pisa, and Ve- 
nice. They were speedily follov.'ed by the most 
eager pilgrims of France, Normandy, and the 

“ I fii^wed a moderate and probable representation of tlie 
fact; by Vertot, who adopts, without reluctaneb, a lomantic taie, 
the old marfiuis is^aet^Uy exposed to the darts of the bc'-ieged. 


CHAP. 

ux. 
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jchap, WestarH isles. The powerful succour of Fla6-> 
Frise, and Denmark, filled near a hundred 
vessels ; and the northern warriors were distin- 
guished in the field by a lofty stature and a pon^ 
derous battle-axe.* Their increasing multitudes 
could no longer be confined within the walls of 
'J'yre, or remain obedient to the voice of Conrad. ‘ 
They pitied the misfortunes, and revered the • 
dignity, of Litsigtian« Who wasxelNsed from pri- ■* 
son, perhaps, to divide the army of the Frantof ' 
He proposed the recovery of Ptolemais, or Acre, 
thirty miles to thewuth of Tyre; and the place 
was first invested, by two ^thousand horse and 
thirty thousand fo6t,under his aomsnal>comman(L 
I shall not expatiate on the story of this meinora> 
ble siege, which lasted near two years, and con- 
sumed, in a narrow space, the forces of Europe r'- 
Siege of audAsia. Never did the tlanie of enthusiasm burn^ v; 
^f’ligg^with fiercer and^^ore destructive rage; norcoold-';- 

appellation, who 

July. consecrated their own martyrs, refuse some 

plause to the mistaken zeal and courage of tbei#f - ' 
adversaries. At the sound of the holy trumpet, 
the Moslems of Egypt, Syria, Arabia, and the ' 
Oriental provinces, assembled under the servant , 
of the prophet -J his camp was pitched and i^- 
moved within a few miles of Acre ; and he 


* Northmanoi et Gotlug et csteri populi insularum inter oc- ^ 
^dentem ct septruitrionem eit* sunt, ^ntes bellicosae, corporis pio- . 
•eri, mortis intrepidaB, btpennibus armats, navibus rotundis 
Ysnacbiae dicuntur advecUe* 

y The historian of Jerusalem (p. 1108) adds the nations of the east, 
from the Tigris te India, and the swarthy tribes of Moora and Getfl* 
Imns, so that .i^sia and Africa fought against Europe* 
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laboured, night and day, for the relief of his chap. 
brethren and the annoyance of the Franks. Nine 
battles, not unworthy of the name, were fought, 
in the neighbourhood of mountCarmel, with such 
vicissitude of fortune, that in pne attack, tlie 
sultan forced his way into the city ; that in one 
eally, the dmstians penetrated to the royal tent. 

By the means of divers and pigeons, a regular 
correspondence was maintained with the besieg- 
ed; and, as often as the sea was left open, the ex- 
hausted garrison was withdrawn, and a fresh sup- 
ply was poured into the place. The Latin camp 
was thinned by famine, the sword, and the cli- 
mate ; but the tents of tlie dead were replenished 
with new pilgrims, who exaggerated the strength 
and apged of their approaching countrymen. The 
vulgar was astonished 'by the : wspfflrt; that the 
pope himself, with ah innun^bte erusadi^ was 
advanced as far as Constantinople. The march 
of the emperor filled the East with more serious 
alarms; the obstacles which he encountered in 
Asia, and perhaps in Greece, were raised by the 
policy of Saladin ; his joy on the death of Bar- 
barossa was measured by his esteem ; and the 
Christians were rather dismayed than encouraged 
at the sight of the duke of Swabia and his way- 
worn remnant of five thousand Germans. At 
length, in the spring of the second year, the royal 
fleets of France and England cast anchor in the 
bay of Acre, and the siege was more vigorously 
pr(»ecuted by the youthful emulation of the two 
kings, Philip Augustus and Richard Plantagenet. 

After every resource bad bee» tried, and every 
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CHAP, hope wH« exhausted, the defenders of Acre sub- 

LIX ‘ • 

mitted to theu- fate ; a capitulation was granted, 
hui their lives and liberties were taxed at the hard 
conditions of a ransom of two hundred thousand 
pieces of gold, the deliverance of one hundred 
nobles and fifteen hundred inferior captives, and 
the restoration of the wood of the holy cross. 
Some doubts in- the agreement, and some delay 
in the execution, is^dmdled thet’^ry of the 
Franks, and three thousand Moslems, almost ih 
. the sultan’s view, were beheaded by the command 
of the sangutnary Richard.^ By the . conquest of 
Acre* the Latin powers ai^trared a strong town 
and a convenient bachour; but tbg advantage was 
most dearly purchased. The minister wd i^ito- 
rian of Saladin computes, from the report of 
the enemy, that their numbers, at different peri- 
ods, amounted to five or six hundred thousand ; 
that more than one.hstndred' thousand Christians 
‘that far. greater number was lost 
by disease or shipwreck ; and that a small por- 
tkm of this mighty host could return in safety 
to their native countries.® 


Bohadin, p. 180 ; and this massacre is neither denied nor blamed 
by the chu.-tian historians. Asaeritur jussa complentes (the English 
M^rs). says Oalfridus a Vincsauf (I. 4, c. i, p. 346), who fixes St 
te numhw of victunsj who are multiplied to 5000 by Hoetr 
Hovcden $»f, 69S). The humanity or avariee of Philip Augustus 
was ,»rsiisa«*t«-»ansois hirprisoners (Jacob a Vitriaco, I. i, c. 98, 

p. 1122). 


o lad.n, p. 14. He quotes the jn^ment of Balianus, and the 
pr^ of Sidon, and adds, ex illo maodo quasi horninum naucissiroi 
tedlerunt. Among the chriSUans who died beibte St. John d’Aere, I 
find the English names of dc Ferrers, carl of Derl^ (Duadtde, Ba- 
nwage, part i, p. 260), Mowbray (idem, p. 124), de .Mandevil, de 
i rennes, St. John, Scrope, Pigot, Talbot. &c. 
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Philip Augustus, and Richard the first, are the chap. 
only kings of France and England, who have 
fought under the same banners; but the holy Richard of 
service, in which they were enlisted, was inces 
santly di^urbed by their "hational jealousy ; and*- “• 
the two factions, which they protected in Pales- 
tine, w&fe mfore averse to «ach' other than to the 
common enemy. In the eyes of the Orientals, 
the French monarch was superior in dignity and 
power; and, in the emperor’s abs^ie, the Latins 
revered him as their temporal chief.’’ His ex- 
ploits were not adequate to his fame. Philip was 
brave, but the statesman predominated in his 
character ; he was soon weary of sacrificing his 
health and interest on a barren coast ; the surren- 
der <rf Acre became the signal of his departure ; 
nor cottld he justify this’ unpop’ular desertion, by 
leaving the duke of Burgundy, witih£ve»faaHdred 
knights, and ten thousand foot, for the' service of 
the Holy land. Tlie king of England, though 
inferior in dignity, surpassed his rival in wealth 
and military renown and if heroism be con- 
fined to brutal and ferocious valour, Richard 
Plantagenet will stand high among the heroes of 
the age. The memory of Ccmr de Lion, of the 

^ Magnus hie apud ebs, interque rcjres corum turn virtutc, turn 
majestate eminens. • . . • summus rerum arbiter (Bohadin, p. 159\ 

He does not seem to have knowm the names either of Philip or Rich- 

* Rer Anglia* piorstrcnuip? .... rege Galiorum minor apud eos cen* 
ratione regni atque dignitatis ; sed turn divitiis florentior, turn 
multo erat cclebrior (Bohadin, p. 161). A stranger 
might admire those riches ; the national historian^t will tell with what 
lawless and wasteful oppression they were collected. 

VOLr XU lu 
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C’BAP prince, was iimg dear and glorious 

^ ^ ^ to kfB English sutyects ; and, at the distance of 

^i^years, it was celebrated in proverbial sayings 
grandsons of the Turks and Saracens, 
s^ainst whom he had ’fought: his tremendous 
nao^ was employed by the Syrian mothers to 
silence their infaAts ; and if an horse suddmdy 
starts from .the ^y, his rider was wont to ex- 
claim, " £>ost thon t^ink king ^idbard is in that 
** bush ?”“* His crurity to (he mahometans was 
the eflfect of temper and zeal ; but I cannot be- 
th^^ soldiear^jofeee and fearless in -the use 
^ hislanee, havo j^^aoended towbet a 

dagger against Ida «ajiant .biw|h«r; Conrad of 
Montserrat, who was slain at Tyre hy omna «er 
er^ assassins.* After the surrender of Acre, and 
‘ the departure of Philip, the king of England led 
the crusaders to the reeoveiy of the sea-coast ; 
and the cities of Cjeear^ and JWa were added to 
rf the kingdom of Tusignan. A 
march of one hundred miles from Acre to As- 
crfon was aii^eat and pei^uaJ battle of eleven 
4ays. In the disorder of his froops, Saladin re- 
mained on the field with seventeen guards, with- 
out lowering his standard, or suspending the 
sound of his brazen kettle-drum : he again ral- 


■* JoinvUIe, p. i7. Cuides-tu quo ce soil le roi Bichart ? 

* et he was guilty ia the opinion of the Moslems, who attest tbe 
wnfessian of the ^s^ins, that they were sent by the king ef Eng- 
^ vBohadin, p. 235) ; and his only defence is an absurd and pai»f 

des Inscriptions, tom. xsi.p. 1S&. 

L "1“ justified Biclard, by aunuDing t» 

himself the guUt or merit of the wurder. * 
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lied and renewed the charge ; and his preachers 
or heralds called aloud on , the Unitarians man- 
fully to stand up agiunst the Christian idolaters. 
But the progress of these idolaters was irresistible: 
and it was only by demolishing the walls and 
buildings of Ascalon, that the sultmi could {we- 
venttbem'ftoin oeoipying.ae important fortress 
on the confines of Egypt. During a severe winter, 
the armies slept ; but in the spring, the Franks 
advanced within a day’s march ^nf Jerusalem, 
under the leading standard of the English king, 
and his active sfurit intercepted a convoy, or cara- 
van, of seven thousand camels. Saladin' had 
fixed his station in the holy city ; but the city 
was struck with consternation and discord : he 
fasted ; he prayed ; he preached ; he offered to 
share dangers of the ; bat ^ Mama- 
lukes, who remembeired the fiite <ff ^hekr com- 
panions at Acre, pressed the sultan, with loyal or 
seditious clamours, to reserve his person and their 
courage for the future defence of their religion 
and empire.® The Moslems were delivered by 
the sudden, or, as they deemed, the miraculous 
retreat of the Christians and the laurels of 


^ See the distress and pious firmness of Saladin, as they are des- 
cribed by Bahadin (p. 7-9, S33-S37), who himself harangued the 
defenders of Jerusalem ; their fears were not unknown to the enemy 
(Jacob, a Vitriaco, 1. i, c. 100, p. 1123. Vinisauf, 1. v. c. SO, p. 399). 

* Yet unless the sultan, or an Ayoubite prince, remained in Jem- 
sale*, nee Curdi, Tureis, nee Turci assent obtemperaturi Curdis 
(Bohadin, p. 236). He draws aside a corner of the political curtain. 

^ (p. 2?7), and even Jeffrey de Viniaauf (1. vi, c. 1-8, 
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chap. Richard were blasted by the prudence, or envy, 
of his companions. The hero, ascending an hill, 
and veiling his face, exclaimed with an indignant 
voice, “ Those who are unwilling to rescue, are 
“ unworthy to view, the sepulchre of Christ !” 
After his return to Acre, on the news that Jaffa 
was surprised by the sultan, he sailed with some 
merchant vessels, and leaped foremost on the 
beach ; the castle was relieved ,lq?.his presence ; 
and sixty, thousand Turks and Saracens fled be- 
fore his arms. The discovery of his weakness 
provoked them to' return in the morning ; aiid 
they found him cmrelessly encamped before the 
gates, with only seventeen kni^tsand three hun- 
dred archers. Without counting their nundiers, 
he sustained their charge ; and we learn from the 
evidence of his enemies, that the king of Eng- 
land, grasping his lance, rode furiously along 
their front, from the right to fbe left wing, with- 
euf ntoetiag an advei^ry who dared to encounter 
his career.* Am I writing the history of Or- 
lando or Amadis ? 


p. 403-409), asciibe the retreat to Richard himself; and Jacobus a Vi- 
triaco observes, that in his impatience to depart, in alterum virura 
mutatus est (p. 1133). V et Joinville, a French knight, accuses the 
envy of Hugh duke of Burgundy (p, 116), without supposing, like 
Matthew ParU, that he was bribed by Saladin. 

• The expeditions to Ascalon, Jerusalem, and Jaffh, are related by 
Bohadin (p. 184-249) and Abulfeda (p. 51, 52). The author of the 
Itinerary , or the monk of St. Alban’s, cannot exaggerate the cadhi’s 
account of the prowess of Richard (Vinisauf, 1. vi, c. 14-24, p. 412- 
421. Hist. Major, p. 137-143) ; and on the whole of this war, there 
is a marvellous agreement between the Christian and mabometan 
writers, who mutually praise the virtues of their enemies. 
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During these hostilities, a languid and tedious chap. 
negociation'' between the Franks and Moslems 
was started, and continued, and broken, and His treaty 
again resdmed, and' again broken. Some acts of 
royal courtesy, the gift of snow and fruit, thei- 

1 1 - ■ September. 

exchange of Norway hawks and Arabian horses, 
softened the asperity of religious war : from the 
vicissitude of success, the monarchs might learn 
to suspect that heaven was neutral in the quarrel; 
nor, after the trial of each other, could either 
hope for a decisive victory.*^ The health both 
of Richard and Saladin appeared to be in a de- 
clining state ; and they respectively suffered the 
evils of distant and domestic warfare : Plantage- 
net was impatient to punish a perfidious rival who 
had invaded Normandy in his absence ; and the 
indefatigable sultan was subdued by®the cries of, 
the people, who was the victim, and.^the soI> 
diers, who were the instruments, of his martial 
zeal. The first demands of the king of England 
were the restitution of Jerusalem, Palestine, and 
the true cross ; and he firmly declared, that him- 
self and his brother pilgrims would end their lives 
in the pious labour, rather than return to Eu- 

^ See the progress of negociation and hostility in Bohadin (p. 20T- 
2p0}, who was himself an actor in the treaty. Richard declared his 
intention of returning with new armies to the conquest of the Holy 
land; and Saladin answered the menace with a civil compliment 
(Vinisauf, 1. vi, c. 28, p. 4'23). 

* The most copious and original account of this holy war is Gal- 
fridi & Vinisauf Itinerarium Regis Anglorum Richardi et al.oriim in 
Terram Hierosolymorum, in six hooks, published in the second vo- 
lume of Gale's Scriptores Hist. Anglicanie tp- 24-7-429). Kofrer Hove- 
den and Matthew Paris aiford likewise many valuable matvi iaJ« ; and 
the former describes, with accuracy, the discipline and navigation o 
the English fleet. 

I, 3 
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rope with ignominy and remorse. But the con- 
science of Saladin refused, without some weighty 
compensation, to restore the idols, or promote 
the idolatry of the Christians : he asserted, with 
equal firmness, his religious and civil claim to 
the sovereignty of Palestine ; descanted on the 
importance and sanctity of Jerusalem ; and re- 
jected all terms of the establishment^ or partition 
of the Latins. The marriage which Richard pro- 
posed, of his sister with the sultan’s brother, was 
defeated by the difference of faith : the princess 
abhmred the embraces of a Turk : and Adel, or 
Saphadin, wonid not easily renounce a plurality 
of wives. A personal interview was declined by 
Saladin, who alleged their mutual ignorance of 
each other’s language, and the negociation was 
managed with much art and delay by their in- 
terpreters and envoys. Tlie final agreement was 
equally disapproved by the zealots of both 
ties, by the RCman pontiff and the caliph of 
Bagdad. It was stipulated that Jerusalem and 
the holy sepulchre should be open, without tri- 
bute or vexation, to the pilgrimage of the Latin 
Christians ; that, after the demolition of Ascalon, 
they should inclusively possess the sea-coast from 
Jaffa to Tyre ; that the count of Tripoli and the 
prince Antioch should be comprised in the 
truce ; and that, during three years and three 
months, all hostilities should cease. The princi- 
pal chiefs of the two armies swore to the observ- 
ance of the treaty ; but the monarcfas were satis- 
fied with giving their word and their right-hand ; 
and the royal majesty was excused from an oath, 
which always implies some suspicion of falsehood 
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and dishonour. Richard embalmed for Europe; chap. 
to seek a long cj^tivity and! a premature grave ; 
and the space of a few months concluded the life 
and glories of Saladln. The Orientals describe Death of 
his edifying death, which haj^nedat Damascus 
but they seem ignorant of tlm equal distribution; Mawt 
of hifr alms atuong the three reSgions,*” or of 
the display of a shroud, instead of a standard, to 
admonish the East of the instability of human 
greatness, ^he unity of empire was dissdked by 
his death i his sons were opfffessed by the sti-onger 
arm of theimncle Saphadin: the hostile interests 
of the sultans of Egypt, Damascus, and Aleppo,® 
were again revived ; and the Franks or Latins 
stood, and breathed, and hoped, in their fortresses 
along the Syrimi jcoast. 

The nob^t monument of a conqueror’s f&tne,innocent 
and of the terror whidh he inajpured- k the 

iadine tenth, a general tax, which was imposed 
on the laity, and even the clergy, of the Latin 
church, for the service of the holy war. The 
practice was too lucrative to expire with the occa- 
sion ; and this tribute became the foundation of 
all the tithes and tenths on ecclesiastieal benefices 
which have been granted by the Roman pontifis 
to catholic sovereigns, or reser^^ed for the iinme- 


* Even Vertot (tom. i, p. 351) adopts tha foolish notion of the in- 
difference of Saladin, who professed the koran with his iast breath. 

* See the succession of the Ajroubites, in Abulpharii^us (Dynast, 
p. 377. &C.), and the tables of M. de Guignes, I’Art de Verifier Isa 
Usaei^Md the Bibiiotbe<iue Orientaie. 

L 4- 
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CHAP, diate use of the apostolic see.® This pecuniary 
emolument must have tended to increase the in- 
terest of the popes in the recovery of Palestine : 
after the death of Saladin they preached the cru- 
sade, by their epistles, their legates, and their 
missionaries ; and tlie accomplishment of the pious 
work might have been expected from the zeal 
and talents of Innocent the third.** Under that 
young and ambitious pries^ the successors of St. 
Peter attained the full meridian of their great- 
ness ; and in a reign of eighteen years, he exer- 
cised a despotic command over tlie emperors and 
kings, whom he.rai^ and deposed; over the 
nations, whom ajn interdict of mopths or years 
deprived, for the offence of their rulers, of the 
exercise of Christian worship. In the council of 
the Lateral! he acted as the ecclesiastical, almost 
as the temporal, sovereign of the East and West, 
It was at the feet of his legate that John of Eng- 
land suirendar^, .bis crown ; and Innocent may 
bcnst of the two most signal triumphs over sense 
and humanity, the establishment of transubstanti- 
' ation, and the origin of the inquisition. At his 
voice, two crusades, the fourth and the fifth, were 
undertaken; but except a king of Hungary, the 


• TiKHiianio (Discipline de I’Eglise, tom. iii, p. 31I_374.) has cO- 
piously treated of the origin, abuses, and restrictions of these tetlir. 
A theory was started, but not pursued, that they were rightfully du^ 
to the pope, a tenth of the Lerites’ tenth to the high-priest (Seldea 
on Tithes ; see his works, toI. iii, p, U, p, 1083). 

■’ See the Gesta Innocentii id, in Mtimail, Script. Ber. ItaL (tonu 
iii, p. MA«568). 
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tirinces of the second order were at the head of the c hap, 
pilgrims; the forces wereinadequate to the 
nor did the effects coirespond with the hopes and 
wislies of the pope and the people. The fourth The fourth 
crusade was diverted from Syria to Constantinople; *. d. 1203. 
and the conquest of the Greek or Homan empire 
by the Latins will form the proper and important 


sutyect of the next chapter. In the fifth,'' twOThe fifth, 
hundred thousand Franks were landed at the east-*' 


ern mouth of the N ile. They reasonably hoped 
that Palestine must be subdued in Egypt, the seat 
and storehouse of the sultan ; and, after a siege of 
sixteen months, the Moslems deplored the loss 
of Damietta. But the Christian army was ruined 
by the pride and insolence of the legate Pelagius, 
who, in the pope’s name, assumed the character 
of general. The sickly Franks were encompassed 
by the waters of the Nile, mid the Oriratal forces; 
and it was by the evacuation of Damietta thatthey 
obtained a safe retreat, some concessions for the 
pilgrims, and the tardy restitution of the doubtful 
relic of the true cross. The failure may in some 
measure be ascribed to the abuse and multiplication 
of the crusades, which were preached at the same 
time against the pagans of Livonia, the Moors of 
Spain, the Albigeois of France, and the kings of 


^ See the fifth crusade^ and the siege of l)amictta, in Jacobus a 
Vitriaco (1. iii. p. 1125-1149, in the Gcsia Dei of Bongarsius), an 
e;e*witness, Bernard Thesaurarius (in Script. Muraiori, tom. 7, p« 
825-846, c. 190-207), a contemporary, and Sanutus (Secreta Fidel, 
C^ucis, U iii, p. xi, c. 4-9), a diligent compiler ; and of the Arabians, 
Abulphara^as (Dynast, p. 294), and the extracts at the end of Joui» 
>UIe (p. 533, 537, 540, 547, &c.) 
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cHA^. Sicily of the imperial family.* In these merito- 
rious services, the volunteers might acquire at 
hmne the same spiritual indulgence, and a larger 
measure of temporal rewards; and even the popes 
in their zeal against adomestieenemy,were some- 
times tempted toforgetthe distressof their Syrian 
brethren. From the last age of the crusades they 
derived the occasional command of an army and 
revenue ; and some deep reasoners hfeve suspected 
that the whole enterprise, from the first synod of 
Placentia, was contrived and executed by the policy 
ei Rome. The siwpicioB is not founded either in 
nature or in fhct. The snccesSOrs of St. Peter ap 
pear to have followed, rather Rum guided, the im- 
pulse of manners and prejudice ; wIthOBt much 
foresight of the seasons, or cultivation of the soil, 
they gatliered the ripe and spontaneous fruits of 
the superstition of the times. They gathered these 
fruits without tml or personal danger. In the 
df Rfd Utteran, Innocent the third de- 
dared an ambiguous resolution of animating the 
crusaders by his example ; but the pilot of the 
sacred vessel could not abandon the helm ; nor 
Was Palestine ever blessed with the presence of 
a Roman pontiff.* 

' To tboae who took the cross agsinst Mainfroy, the pope (i. *> 
liSS) grafted plenisaimam peccatoruin remi^sionem. Fkleles mirs- 
bantur quod tanrom do prqtititteret pro sanguine christlanonftth 
Cundendu quantuin pro cmdre inSdeliom aliquando (Matthew Paris, 
p. 7b5). A high flight for the reason of the thirteenth century t 

I 

* This simple idea is agreeahie to the gooS Seine of Mosheina <In* 
stitBt. Hist. Eccits. p. and the floe |diilosoptiy of Ham* (Hist, 
af England, trol. i, p. 
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Thepersons, thefamilies, and estates of the pili- chap, 
grims, were under the immediate protection of the ^ 
popes ; and these spiritual patrons soon claimed The empe- 
the prerogative of directing their t^rations, [J’c 
and enforcing, by commands and ceoaires, the 
complishment of their vow. Frederfe the second,* 
the grmidbon of Barbarossa, was successively the 
pupil, the enemy, and the victim, of the church. 

At the age of twenty-one years, and in obedience 
to his guardian, Innoccntthethird, he assumed the 
cross; the same promise was repeated at his 
royal and imperial coronations ; and his marriage 
with the heiress of Jerusalem for ever bound him 
to defend the kingdom of his son Conrad. But 
as Frederic advanced in age and authority, he 
repented trf* ti» eng^ements of his youth : 
his liberal sense and knowledge tkaght him to de- 
spise the phantoms of superstitiott and theo'owns 
of Asia : he no longer entertained the same re* 
verence for the successors of Innocent ; and his 
ambition was occupied by the restoration of the 
Italian monarchy from Sicily to the Alps. But 
the success of this projectwould have reduced the 
popes to their primitive simplicity ; and, after the 
delays and excuses of twelve years, theyurgedthe 
emperor, with entreaties and threats, to fix the 
time and place of his departure for Palestine. In 

* The original materials for the crusade of Frederic ii may be 
drawn from Richard de St, Germano (in Muratori Script. Rerutn Ital- 
p. 1002-10 IH) and Matliew Paris (p. 286, 991, 300, 302. 

804. The most rational moderns are, Fleury (HUt. Eccles. tom- 
xvij, Veitot (Chevaliers de Matthe, tom.i, 1. iU), Giannone (Istori 
Civile di tgno, u, i, xvi)» and Mmratori (Annali dTtalia, tom* 
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CHAP. the harbours of Sicily and Apulia, he prepared a 
fleet of one hundred ijallies, and of one hundred 
vessels, that were framed to transport and land, 
two thousand five hundred knights, with their 
horses and attendants ; his vassals of Naples and 
Germany formed a powerful army ; and the 
number of English crusaders was magnified to 
sixty thousand by the report of fame. But the 
inevitable or affected slowness of these mighty 
preparations consumed the strength and provi- 
sions of the more indigent pilgrims; themultitude 
was thinned by i^ckness and desertion, and the 
sultry summer- (ff Gnldbria anticipated the mis- 
chiefs of a Syrian campaign. At length the em- 
peror hoisted sail at Brundusium, with a fleet and 
army of forty thousand men; but he kept the sea 
no more than tliree days; and his hasty retreat, 
wiiich ivas asciibed by his friends to a grievous 
indisposition, was accused by his enemies as a 
voltratary mad obstinate disobedience. For sus- 
pending his vow was Frederic excommunicated 
by Gregory the ninth ; for presuming, the next 
jear, to accomplish his vow, he was again ex- 
communicated by the same pope." While he 
served under tJie banner of the cross, a crusade 
was preached against liim in Italy ; and after his 
return he was compelled to ask pardon for the 
injuries which he had suffered. The clergy and 
military orders of Palestine were previously in- 
structed t-o renounce his communion and^dispute 

• Pwr Muratori knows what to t!i:nk, but knows not what to sajr. 

“ Chi^ qui il capo,” &c. p. 3??. 
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iiis commands ; and in his own kingdom, the chap. 
emperor was forced to consent that the orders of ^ 
the camp should be issued in the name of God 
and of the Christian republic. Frederic entered 
Jerusalem in triumph ; and with his own hands 
(for no priest would perform the office) he 
took the crown from the* altar of the holy 
sepulchre. But the patriarch cast an interdict on 
the church which his presence had profaned ; 
and the knights of the hospital and temple in- 
farmed the sultan how easily he might be surprised 
and slain in his unguarded visit to the river Jor- 
dan. In such a state of fanaticism and faction, 
victory was hopeless, and defence was difficult ; 
but the conclusion of an advantageous peace may 
be imputed to the discord of the mahometans, 
and their personal esteem for tiie ' character of 
Frederic. The enemy of the ciiarch is accused of 
maintaining with the miscreants an intercourse of 
hospitality and friendship, unworthy of a Chris- 
tian ; of despisingthe barrenness of the land ; and 
of indulging a profane thought, that if Jehovah 
had seen the kingdom of Naples, he never would 
have, selected Palestine for the inheritance of 
his chosen people. Yet Frederic obtained from 
the sultan the restitution of Jerusalem, of Bethlem 
and Nazareth, of Tyre and Sidon : the Latins 
were allowed to inhabit and fortify the city ; an 
equal code of civil and religious freedom was 
ratified for the sectaries of Jesus and those of 
Mahomet ; and, while the former worshipped 
at the holy sepulchre, the latter might pray 
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CHAP, and preach in the mosch of the temple,* from 
whence the prophet undertook his nocturnal 
** journey to heaven. The clergy deplored this 
scandalous toleration ; and the weaker Moslems 
were gradually expelled ; but every rational ob- 
ject of the crusades was accomplished without 
bloodshed ; the churches were restored, the mo- 
nasteries were replenished ; and in the space of 
fifteen yeare, the Lntiina.of Jerusalemexceededthe 
number of six thousand. This peace and prospe- 
rity, for which they were ungrateful to their bene- 
yras ieruMWded by the irruption of the 
Invasion of strange and s«r4^-bordes^OariemiaDs.' Flying 
from the arms of the Moguhu thnw shepherds of 
*• “• ***3. Caspian rolled headlong on Syria;- wd the 
union of the Franks Avith the sultans of Aleppo, 
Hems, and Damascus, was insufficient to stem the 
violence of the torrent. Whatever stood against 
them was cut oft' hy, the wurd. or dragged into 
^inwii^iary orders were almost exter- 
nusated in a single battle ; and in the pillage of 
the cUy, in the profanation of the holy sepulchre, 
the Latins confess and regret the modesty and 
discipline of tlie Turks and Saracens. 

Se. Louio, Of the seven crusades, the two last were under- 
«ixth era- fuken by Louis the ninth, king of France ; who 
*** EgypL and his life on the coast 

■ The clergy trtfully confoaoded the moECh pr |he temj^ 

|8ith the holy sepulcbrcy and their wUfal delved tx)tb Ver* 

lot and Viuratori. 

* The eruption of the Carln&iapi, enr CunvaalnSf is related hf 
Mathew Paris tp. 546, 547^, asd by JotQvilhrF NaogiSi and the Anfcf 
hiant (p. 111, 112, 191, 192, 630), 
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of Africa. Twenty-eight years after his death, 
be was canonized at Rome; and sixty-five mira- 
des were readily found, inid scdemnly attested, to 
justify the claim of the royal saint,* The voice 
of history renders a more honourable ie^imohy, 
that he united the virtues of a hii^ an hero, and 
a man ; Aat his martial spirit was tempt«l by 
the love of private and public justice; and that 
Louis was the father of his people, the friend of 
his neighbours, and the terror of the infidels. 
Superstition alone, in all the extent of her 
baleful influence,- corrupted his understanding 
and his heart ; his devotion stooped to admire 
and imitate the begging friars of Francis and 
Dominic ; he pursued with blind and cruel zed 
the eneimes lof the faith ; and the best of kings 
twice descended from bis throne itoseeh the ad- 
v^tures of a spiritual knight A smnkish 

historian would have been content to applaud the 
roost despicable part of bis character ; but the 
noble and gallant Joinville,*’ who shared the 


■ Head, if you can, the life and miracles of St. Louis, by the con- 
fecKHT %tteeB Margaret (fa 291-^83. JoinvUle du Louere). 

» He believed all that mother chui ch taught ( Joinville, p. 10), buf 
he cautioned Joinville against dij»puting with infidels. “ L*omise 
lay (said he in his old language) quand il ot ariediFe de la Joy chrest- 
** ienne, ne doit pas deffendre la loy chrestienne ne mais que de 
•• Tesp^, dequoi il doit donner parmi le ventre dedens, tant comma 
elle y pent entrer” (pu 12 '. 

* ^ have two editions of Joinville, the one (Paris 1688) mewt va- 
Imdilefor the observations of Ducange ; the other (Paris au Louvre, 
1761) moat precious for the pi’re and authentic teat, a us. of which 
has been feccntly discovered The last editor proves, that the histo* 
ty of St. Lo^ was finished a. ». 1308, without or even 

admiring. 


CHAP. 

LIX« 
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CHAP, friendship and captivity of Louis, has traced 
ux. i5(rith the pencil of nature the free portrait of his 
virtues as well as of his failings. From this inti- 
mate knowledge, we may learn to suspect the po- 
litical views of depressing their great vassals, 
which are so often imputed to the royal authors of 
the crusades. Above all the princes of the mid- 
dle ages, Louis the. ninth successfully laboured to 
restore the prer^atives of the crown ; but it was 
at home, and not in the East, that he acquired for 
himself and his posterity ; his vow was the result 
pf en^usiasm and ^kness ; and if he were the 
{^tomoter, bew«s likewise the tictim, of this holy 
madness. For theinva^on of E^pt, France was 
• exhausted of her troops and treasures j he co- 
vered the sea of Cyprus with eighteen Inindred 
sails ; the most modest enumeration amounts to 
fifty thousand men ; and, if w'e might trust his 
own confession,-as it is reported by Oriental va- 
, ^ato^Saiked bine thousand five hundred 

horse, and one hundred and thirty thousand foot, 
whoperformed their pilgrimage under the shadow 
of his power.' 

He takes In Complete armour, the oriflamme waving he- 

*.Ti 2 isi. Louis leaped foremost on the beach : 

and the strong city of Damietta, which had cost 
his predecessors a siege of sixteen months, was 
abandoned on the first assault by the trembling 
Moslems. Btit Damietta was the firstand thelast 
of his conquests ; and in the ^fth and sixth cru- 

the age of the sttthor, whkh must have exceeded nin^r 
years (Preface, p. xi. Observations de Ducange, p. 17), 

• Joinville p. 30. Arabic Extracts, p. 5+9, 
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sades, the samecauses,almoston the same ground, chap. 
were productive of similar calamities."* After a 
ruinous delay, which introduced into the camp 
the seeds of an epidemical disease, the Franks ad- 
vanced from the sea-coast towards the capital of 
Egypt, and strove to surmount the unseasonable 
inundatioirof the Nile, which opposed their pro- 
gress. Under the eye of their intrepid monarch, 
the barons and knights of France displayed their 
invincible contempt of danger and discipline : his 
brother, the count of Artois, stormed with incon- 
siderate valour the town of Massoura ; and the 
carrier pigeons announced to tiie inhabitants of 
Cairo, that all was lost. But a soldiCT, who 
afterwards usurped the sceptre, rallied the flying 
troops ; the main body of the Christians was far 
behind their vanguard ; and Artois was over- 
powered and slain. A shower of Greek fire was 
incessantly [toured on the invaders ; the Nile was 
commanded by the Egyptian gullies, the open 
country by the Arabs ; all provisions were inter- 
cepted ; each day aggravated the sickness and 
famine ; and about the same time a retreat was 
found to be necessary and impracticable. The 
Oriental writers confess, that Louis might have 
escaped, if he would have deserted his subjects : 
he was made prisoner, with the greatest part of 
his nobles; all who could not redeem tlieir lives 

^ The last editors have enriched their Joinville with large and cu- 
rious extracts from the Arabic historians, Macrizt, .^ulfeda, &c. 

See likewise Abulpharagius (Dynast, p. 323—325), who cail-s him by 
the corrupt luune of Redefratu. Matthew Paris (p. 683, 68+) has 
described the rhraJ folly of the French and English who fought and 
fell at Massoura, 

VOL. XI. 


M 
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CHAP, by service or ransom were inhumanly massa- 
cred ; and the walls of Cairo were decorated 
His cap- with a circle of Christian heads.® The king of 
Egypt*” France was loaded with chains ; but the gene- 
Apri/I^’™^® victor, a great gtandson of the brother of 
Mays. Saladin, sent a robe of honour to his royal 
captive ; and his deliverance, with that of his 
scddiers^ wie nlvtaCl^d by I3ie restitution of Da- 
mietta' and the ef fOKttr hUttA^ thou- 

sand pieces of gold. In a Stfft and luxurious 
climate tibe d^enerate children of the compa- 
idaiis and Saladin were incapable 

of r^istin^tbe iSnweP of Staropenn chivalry ; they 
triumphed by the arms df thefr slices or Mama- 
lukes, the hardy natives of Tartairy, Wh6, at a 
tender age, had been purchased of the Syrian 
merchants, and were educated in the camp and 
palace of the sultan. But Egypt soon afforded a 
new exao^e oC the d^mger of jHmtorian bands ; 
niWft'sSlli^fip^^l^eiEeTerocious animals, who had 
b^ let loose on the strangers, was provoked to 
devour their benefactcHT. In the pride of conquest, 
Touran Shaw, the last of his race, was murdered 
by his JMamalukes; and the most daring of the as- 
sassins entered the chamber of the captive* king, 
with drawn scymetars, and their hands imbrued 

• Savary, tn hte agreaaUe Lettres sui- I’Egypt, has given a descrip- 
tion of Damietta (tom. i, lettre ixiii, p. 274-290), and a narrative 
of the t xpedition of St. Louis (xxv, p. 306-350). 

* For the ruisom of St. Louis, a milUon of t^zants was asked and 
granted; but the sultan’s generosity reduced that sum to 800,000 
byrants, which are vaiued hy Joinvilte at 400,000 French livres of 
hu own time, aid expressed by Matthew Paris by 100,000 marks of 
silver (Ducange, Dissertation xx, sur JoinvHle). 
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5b the blood of their sultan. The firmness of chap. 
Louis commanded their respect their avarice 
prevailed over cruelty and zeal ; the treaty was 
accomplished ; and the king of France^ with the 
relics of his army, was permitted to embark for 
Palestme. He wasted four years whhin the walls 
o£ ii^rey to vi^ JorhsaleiB, and unwiilBig 

to return without glory to his native country. 

The memory of his defeat excited Louis, after 
sixteen years of wisdom and repose, to undtertoke 
toe seventh and last o£ the crusades. His finances 
were restored, hk kingdom was enlarged; a new 
generation of warriors had arisen, and he em- 
barked, with fresh confidence, at the head of six 
thousand horse and thirty thousand foot. Theloss 
of Antioch had provoked the enterprise : a wild 
hope of bapCiang toe kh^ nof 
him to steer for toe aoddweRliitrt 

of an immense treasure reconciled his troops to 
the delay of their voyage to the Holy land. In- His death 
stead of a proselyte, he found a siege ; the F rench nis in the 
panted and died on the burning sands ; St. Louis 
expired in his tent; and no sooner had he closed * ■>• 1270, 
his eyes; than his son and successcn* gave the sig- 
nal of the retreat.'’ " It is thus,” says a lively 

8 The idea of the emirs to choose Louis for their sultan* is serl* 
ously attested by Joinville (p. 77, 79), and does not appear to me so 
'al»urd as to M. de Voltaire (Hist. Generale, tom. ii, p. 386, 397). 

The Mamalukes themselves M'ere strangers, rebels, and equals; they 
had felt his valour, they hoped bis conversion; and stidi a motion, 
itlikh was not seconded, mi^ht be made, periiaps by a secret Christian, 
tumultuous assembly. 

^ Siewifee expedition in the Annals of St. Louis, by William de 
Nangis, p, ■®70u287, and the Arabic Extracts, p. 545, 555, of the 
Louvre edition of JoinvUle, 


At 2 
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CHAP, writer, “ that a Christian king died near the ruins 
“ of Carthage, waging war against the sectaries 
“ of Mahomet, in a land to which Dido had in- 
“ troduced the deities of Syria.”' 

The Ma- A more unjust and absurd constitution cannot 
Egypt, be devised, than that which condemns the na- 
J'jj'^^^^^'tives of a country to perpetual servitude, under 
the arbitrary dominion of strangers and slaves. 
Yet such has bepn the state of .Egypt above five 
hundred years. The most illustrious sultans of 
the Baharite and Borgite dynasties’' were them- 
selves promoted from, the Tartar and Circassian 
bands; ^dTtbe fbur-and-twenty beys, or military 
chiefs, have ever been succeeded^ pot by their - 
sons, but by their servants.' They produce the 
great charter of their liberties, the treaty of Se- 
lim the first with the republic and the Othman 
emperor still acce])ts from Egypt a slight ac- , 


knowledgment of tribute and subjection. With 

and order, the 

two dynasties are marked as a period of rapine 


* Voltaire, Hist. Generale, tom. ii, p. 391. 

^ The chronology of the two dynaoties of Mainalukes, the Baha- 
rites, 'links or Tartar, ol Eipzak, and the Borgites, Circassians, is 
gnen by Pccock (Prolcgom. ad Abuipharag. p. 6-31) and de Guignes 
(tom. i, p. 261—270); their history from Abulfeda, Jlacrizi, &c. to 
the beginning of the hfteenth centuiy, by the same M. de Guignes 
(tom. iv, p. 110-328). 

* Savary, Lettrea sur I’Egypte, tom. ii, kttre xv, p. 189-398. I 
much question the authenticity of this copy ; yet it is truej that sultan 
Selim concluded a treaty with the Circassians or Mamelukes of 

left them in possession of arms, riches, and power. See 
a new Abrege de 1 Histoire Ottonxme, composed in Egj'pt, and 
translated by M. Digeon (tom. i, p. 55-58, Paris, 1781), a curious, 
authentic, and national history. 
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and bloodshed but their throne, however chap. 

shaken, reposed on the two pillars of discipline 

and valour; their sway extended over Egypt, Nu- 
bia, Arabia, atad Syria ; their Mamalukes were 
multiplied from eight hundred to twenty-five thou- 
sand horse ; and their numbers were increased 
by a provincial militia of one hundred and seven 
thousand foot, .and the occasional aid of sixty- 
six thousand Arabs." Princes of such power 
and spirit could not long endure on their coast an 
hostile and independent nation ; and if the ruin 
of the Franks was postponed about forty years, 
they were indebted to the cares of an unsettled 
reign, to the invasion of the Mogols, and to the 
occasional aid of some warlike pilgrims. Among 
these, the English reader will observe the name 
of our first Ed ward, who assumed the cross in the 
lifetime of his father Henry. At the head Of a 
thousand soldiers, the future conqueror of Wales 
and Scotland delivered Acre from a siege; march- 
ed as far as Nazareth with an army of nine thou- 
sand men ; emulated the fame of his uncle Rich- 
ard ; extorted, by valour, a ten years truce ; and, 
escaped, with a dangerous wound, from the dag- 


“ Si totum quo regnura occupirunt tempus respicias, prcscrtim 
quod fini propius, reperies illud bellis, piignis, ipjuriis* ac rapinis 
refertum (A1 Jannabi, apud Pocock, p. 31). The reign of rvloham- 
med (a. d. 1311>1341) affords an happy exception (de Guignes, tom. 
iv, p. 208-210). 

* Hieyare now reduced to 9500; but the cxpence of each Mama- 
luke be rated at 100 louis ; and Egypt groans under the ararice 
and iniKdtDOt of these strangers (Voyages de Volney, torn, h p. S9-* 
187}. 
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CHAP, ger of a fanatic assasin° Antioch/ whose si- 
tuatim l»ad been less exposed to the calanaities 
Loss of of die holy war, was finally occupied and ruined 
*"„‘.‘ 7268 , ^ Bondocdar, or ^bars, sultan of Egypt and 
June 12 , gyria ; the Latin principality was extin^ished ; 
and the first seat of the Christian name was dis- 
peopled tqr the slaughter of seventeen, and the 
captivity of -one hundisd, thousand ^ her inha- 
bitants. The maritisae towns of ll^odtcea, Ga- 
bala, Tripoli, Berytus, Sidon, Tyre, and Jaffa, 
and the stronger castles of the hospitalers and 
tempiai^ successhre^y feU ; and the whole exist- 
*■ ence of the Franks was confiaed to the city and 
colony of St. John of Acte, ydhich k wanetimes 
described by the more classic title of Ptoleroais. 

After the loss of Jerusalem, Acre,'’ whicli is 
distant about seventy miles, became the metro- 
polis of the Latin Christians, and was adorned 
with strpng.a^ stately ^uldiDgs, with aqueducts, 
and a double wall. The popu- 
lation was increased by the inoessant streams of 
pilgrims and fugitives: in the pauses of hostilky 


• See Carte's History of England, vol. ii, p. 16S-17S, and his ori- 
ginal authors, Thomas Wilkes and Walter Hemingford (I. iii, c. 34, 
35), in Gale’s Coliection (tom. ii, p. 97, 589-592). They are both ig- 
norant of the princess Eleanor's piety in sucking the poisoned wound, 
and saving her husband at the risk of her own life. 

V Sanutus, Secret. Fidelium Crucis, I. iii, p. xii, c. 9, and de 
Guignes, Hist, des Huns, tom. iv, p. 143, from the Aliide histo- 
rians. 

• The state of Acre is nqxcsenttd itt « t||Ndtes0riasof the th^ 
and most accurately in J<*n Viilani, 1. tH, 'c.^ 14, in IdontiKir 
Scripteres Berum Italicarum, tom. xiii, p. 337, 338. 
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the trade of the East and West was attracted to chap. 
this convenient station ; and the market could 
offer the produce of every cUme and the inter- 
preters of every tongue. But in tliis etmfhix of 
nations, every vice was propagated and practised: 
of all the disciples of Jesus and Mahcmaet, the 
m^and fteiale inhahitanta of Acre were esteem- 
ed the most corrupt ; nor'could the abuse of reli- 
gion be corrected by the discipline of law. The 
city had many sovereigns, and no gavenunent. 

The kings of Jerusalem and Cy<prus, of the house 
of Lusignan, the princes of Antioch, the counts 
of Tripoli and Sidon, the great masters of the 
hospital, the temple, and the teutonic order, 
the republics of Venice, Genoa, and Pisa, the 
pope’s legate, the kings of France and England, 
assumed an independent camnumd:4eventeen tri- 
bunals exercised the powo* of life and de^ ; 
every criminal was protected in the adjacent quar- 
ter ; and the perpetual jealousy of the nations 
often burst forth in acts of violence and blood. 

Some adventurers, who disgraced the ensign of 
the cross, compensated their want of pay by the 
plunder of the m^ometan villages; nineteen 
Syrian merchants, who traded imder the public 
faith, were despoiled and hanged by the Chris- 
tians ; and the denial of satisfaction justified the 
arms of the sultan Khalil. He marched against 
Acre, at the head of sixty thousand horse and 
one hundred and forty thousand foot : his train 
artillery (if I may use the word) was numerous 
and #^hty ; the separate timbers of a simple 
engine weretransported in onehundred waggons : 

M 4- 
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c HAP, and the royal historian Abulfeda, who served with 

the troops of Hamah, was himself a spectator of 

the holy war. Whatever might be the vices of 
the Franks, their courage was rekindled by. en- 
thusiasm and despair; but they were torn by the 
discord of seventeen chiefs, ahd overwhelmed on 
The loss ofall sides by the powers of the sultan. After a 
thJnTty siege of thirty-three days,, the double wall was 
1*291 May fhc Moslems ; the principal tower 

18 . yielded to their engines ; the Mamalukes made a 
general assault ; the city was stormed ; and death 
or slavery was the lot of sixty thousand Chris- 
tians. The convent, or rather fortress, of the 
templars resisted three days longer ; but the 
great master was pierced with an arrow ; and, ctf 
five hundred knights, o.nly ten were left alive, 
less happy than the victims of the sword, if they 
liv'ed to suffer on a scaffold in the unjust and cruel 
proscription of the whole order. The king of 
Jemsidein; ^ patriarchi and the great master of 
the hospital, effected their retreat to the shore ; 
but the sea was rough, the vessels were insuffi- 
cient ; and great numbers of the fugitives were 
drowned before tJicy could reach the isle of Cy- 
prus, whicli miirht comfort Lusignan for the loss 
of Palestine. By the command of the sultan, the 
churches and fortifications of the Latin cities 
were demolished ; a motive of avarice or fear still 
opened the holy sepulchre to some devout and 
defenceless pilgrims ; and a mournful and soli- 
tary silence prevailed along tlie coast which had 
so long resounded with the world’s debate.'' 

See the final expuhion of the Franks:, in Sanutii^, 1. iii, p. xii, . 
c. 11-22 Abiiife-da, in, A:c. m do Guigno.;, tom. iv, p. 162j 
and Vertot, tom i, 1. iii, p, 
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CHAP. LX. 

Schism of the Greeks and Latins. — Slate of Constant 
tinople. — Remit of the Bulgarians. — Isaac Angelas 
dethroned bjj his brother Alexius. ■ Origin of the 
fourth crusade- — Alliance of the French and Vene- 
tians zcilh the son of Isaac. — Theii natal expedition 
to Constantinople. — The two. sieges and final con- 
quest of the citj/ by the Latins. 

J HE restoration of the Western empire by chap. 
Charlemagne was speedily followed by the se- 
paration of the Greek and Latin churches.® A Scbism of 
religious and national animosity still divides the'*'**’”^ 
two ljurgest conununions of the Christian world ; 
and the schism o^ Constantinople, by alienating 
her most useful allies, and provoking her most 
dangerous enemies, has precipitated tlie decline 
and fall of the Homan empire in the East. 

In the course of the present history, the aver- ThUr aver- 
sion of the Greeks for the Latins has been often 
visible and conspicuous. It was originally de~ 
rived from the disdain of servitude, inflamed, 
after the time of Constantine, by the pride of 
equality or dominion ; and finally exasperated by 
the preference which their rebellious subjects had 

* In the successive centuries, from the ninth to the eighteenth, 

Moshetm traces the schi^sm of the Greeks with learning, clearness, 
and impartiality ; t\\Q jilioque (In.stitut- Hist- Eccles. p. 277), I-eo. 
lit, p. 303. Photius, p. 307, 308* Michael CeruUrius, p. 37ii, 
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CHAP, given to the alliance of the Franks. In every 
age, the Greeks were proud of their superiority 

^ -i » 1 1 1 

in profane and religious knowledge ; they had 
first received the light of Christianity ; they had 
pronounced the decrees of the seven general 
councils : they alone possessed the language of 
' scripture and philosophy ; nor should the bar- 
barians, immersed in the darkness of the West,* 
presume to argue on the high and mysterious 
questions of theol(^cal science. Those barba- 
rians despised in their turn the restjess and subtle 
levity of the Orientals, the authors of every he- 
resy ; and blessed tlieirfowB simplicity, which was 
content to hold the tradition of the apostolic 
church. Yet in the seventh centuiy^ the synods 
of Spain, and afterwards of France, improved « 
cornipted the Niccne creed, on tlie mysterious 
Procession siibjoct of thc third person of the trinity.® In 
the long controversies of tlm East, the nature and 
gniepnliOQii^^Glirist had been scrupulously de« 
mial; and the well-known relation of father and 
SOB seemed to convey a faint image to the human 
mind. The idea of birth was less analogous to 
tlie Holy Spirit, who, instead of a divine gift .or 
attribute, m as considered by the catholics as a 

* AsJpr Yttrri^ur xmt ix exmr, ettmiatriSf •ns 

’Em;!* foifmt infx- ym/uerx (Phot. Epist. p. 4T, edit. Mootocut), 
The Oriental patriarch cootinues to apply the images of thunder, 
earthquake, hail, wild boar, prsecursors of Antichrist, &c. &c. 

* The mysterious sul^ect of thc proreasion of Uie Holy Ghi^ rs 
discussed in the historical, theological, and controversial sense, «r 
nonsense, liy the Jesuit PeUvjus (Dogmata theolejica, tom. ii, 1. vii» 
p, 362,440. 
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substance, a person, a god; he was not begotten, chap, 
but in the orthodox styk he proceeded. Did he 
proceed from the Father alone, perhaps by the 
Son? or from the Father and the Son? The first 
of these opinions was asserted by the G^^ks, the 
second by the Latins ; and the addkioa to the Ni- 
cene rawed of the word fiHoque, kindled the fiatue 
of discord between the Oriental and the Gallic 
churches. In the origin of the dispute, the Ro- 
man pontiffs aflected a ciiaracter of neutrality aud 
moderation they omidetnned the innovation, 
but they acquiesced in the sentiment, of their 
Transalpine brethren ; they seemed desirous of 
casting a veil of silence and diarity over the 9Un 
perfluous research ; and in the correspondence 
Chariemagne mid ILeotiie (bird, the pope assumes 
the librarality of n state^an/atid tte prki^ de> 
scends to the passions and prejtkfices of a jxrie^* 

But the orthodoxy of Rome spontaneously obeyed 
the impulse of her temporal policy ; and the 
Jilioque, which Leo wished to erase, was tran- 
scribed in the symbol, and chaunted in the liturgy 
of the Vatican. The Nicene and Athanasian 

^ Before the ^ine of St. Peter be placed two obieids of the weight 
of 9%^ pounds of pure silver; on which he Inscribed the text of both 
creeds (utroque symbolo) pro amore ct cautel orthodoxce Hdei (Anas» 
taa. in Leon, iii, in MuratorL tom. iii, pars i, p. 208). Kis language 
most clearly proves* that neither the hiioquc nor the Athanasian 
creed were received at Rome about the year 830. 

• The missi of Charlemagne pressed him to declare that all who re* 
jrnji# ^^jUio^uCi at least the doctrine, must be damned. All, replies 
thepope^are not capable of reaching the altiora mysteria, qui potuerit, 
et non v<digissHt> salvus esse non potest (Collect. Council, tom. ix, 
p. 277-286), ^e petwent would leave a large loop hole of salvation ! 
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CHAP, creeds are held as the catholic faith, without 
which none can be saved ; and both papists and 
***"'”*' protestants must now sustain and return the ana- 
themas of the Greeks, who deny the procession 
of the Holy Ghost from the Son, as well as from 
the Father. Such articles of faith are not sus- 
Variety of ceptible of treaty ; but the rules of discipline will 
(coiesiasti- Jq remote and independent churches ; and 
^ine. the reason, even of divines, might allow that 
the difference is inevitable and harmless. The 
craft or superstition of Rome has imposed on hw 
priests and deacons the rigid obligation of celi- 
bacy; ahmifg the Greeks, it is confined to the 
bishops; the loss is compensated by dignity, or 
annihilated by age ; and the parochial clergy, the 
papas, enjoy the conjugal society of the wives 
whom they have married before their entrance 
into Iioly orders. A question concerning the 
azyms was fiercely debated in the eleventh ccn- 
tbe ei^ence of the ^charist was sup- 
posed in the East and West to depend on "the 
use of leavened or unleavened bread. Shall I 
mention in a serious history the furious reproaches 
that were urged against tJje Latins, wlio for a 
long while remained on the defensive ? They 
neglected to abstain, according to the apostolical 
decree, from things strangled, and from blood ; 
they fasted, a Jewish observance ! on the Satur- 
day of each week ; during the first week of Lent 
they permitted the use of milk and cheese;'’ their 


^ In France, after some harsher Taws, the ecclesiastical discfpli®® 
ie now relaxed ; milk, cheese, and butter, are become a perpetual# 
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infirm monks were indulged in the taste of flesh ; chap. 
and animal grease was substituted for the want 
of vegetable oil ; the holy chrism or unction in 
baptism was reseiyed to the episcopal order : the 
bishops, as the bridegrooms of their , churches, 
were, decorated with rings ; their prists shaved 
their faqe^ and baptized by a single immersion. 

Such were the crimes which provoked the zeal 
of the patriarchs of Constantinople, and which 
were justified with equal zeal by the doctors of 
the Latin church.® 

Bigotry and national aversion are powerful Amhitious 
magnifiers of every object of dispute ; but thepho'ous!,'’^ 
immediate cause of the schism of the Greeks niayj^p"^^ 
be traced in the emulation of the leading prelates, ‘«nopie, 
who maintained the supremacy of the old metro* popes, * 
polls superior to all, and of, the xeigning capital, 
inferior to none, in the Christian world. About 
the middle of the ninth century, Photius,'* an 
ambitiou.s layman, the cai)tain of the guards and 
principal secretary, was promoted by merit and 
favour to the more desirable office of patriarch of 
Constantinople. In science, even ecclesiastical 
science, he su^assed the clergy of the age ; and 

and eggs an annual, indulgence in Lent (Vic priv^e des Fran^oU* 
tom. ii, p. 27-38. 

s The original monuments of the schism, of the charges of the 
Greeks against the Latinr» are deposited in the epistles of Photius 
(Epist. Encyclica, ii, p. 47-61), and of Michael Cerularius (Cnnisii 
Antiq. Lectiones, tom. iii, p. i, p. 281-324, edit. Basnage, with the 
prolix answer of cardinal Humbert). 

^ Thetmith \olume of the Venice edition of the Councils con^ 
tains all Ufa acts of the synods, and history of Photius; they are 
abridged, witbka faint tinge of prejudice or prudence^ by Dupin and 
Fieury. 
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CHAP, the parity of his morals has never been im- 
peHehed ; bnt his ordination was hasty, his rise 
was irregular ; and Ignatius, his abdicated pre- 
decessor, was yet supported by the public com- 
passion, and the obstinacy of his adherents. They 
appealed to the tribunal of Nicholas the first, one 
of the proudest and most aspiring of the Romaa 
pontiffs, who embraced the welcome opportuniiy 
of judging and COBdemning his rival the East. 
Their quarrel was embittered by a conflict (ff ju- 
risdiction over the king and nation of the B»tf- 
g^dans; nor was their recent conversion to 
ehristianky of much areffl to either prelate, ms* 
less he could nutHhAri ftfuselytes among the 
subjects of his powi^. With the aid of hi* eour^ 
the Greek patriarch was victorious ; but in tie 
furious contest hedepost d, in his turn, the success- 
or of St. Peter, and involved the Latin church in 
the reproach of bere^ and schissa. Photius sacri- 
WMld-to a short and pfe* 
• it&ious reign : he fell with his patron, the Caesar 
'Saeddst taid Basd the Macedbnian performed an 
act of justice in the restoration of Ignatius, wh(»e 
ageand dignity hadnot been sufficiently respected 
From his monastery, or prison, Photius solicited 
the favour of the emperor by pathetic complaiDta 
fOid artful flattery; and the eyes of his rival were 
scarce^ closed, when he was again restored to 
the throne of Constantinople. After the death of 


Basil, he experienced thevicissitudesof courts mid 
the ingratitude of a royal pnpU : the patriaK^ 
was again deposed ; and in his last solitary hottfs 
he might regret the freedom of a secular and 

f* ■. 
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studious life. In each revolution, the breath, chap. 
the nod, of the sovereign had been accepted by a 
submissive clergy; nnd^ synod of three hundred 
bishops wasulvrsys jH’epared to hail the triumph, 
or to stigmatize the fall, of the holy, .«■ the exe- 
crable, Pfaothis.' By a delusive prbihi^ of suc- 
cour CNTtetivard, the pt^es tempted to cotm- 
tminoce these various proceedings ; and the sy- 
nods of Constantinople were ratified by their 
epistles or legates. But the court and the people, 

I^aatius and Photius^ tvere equally adverse to 
their claims ; their ministers were insulted or im- 
prismied ; the procession of the Holy Ghost was 
fOTgotten; Bulgaria was for ever annexed to the 
Byzantine throne ; and the schism was prolonged 
by the i%td cenmure of all the multiplied ordina- 
tions of mi kregular pacridmA. darkness 

and corruption of the tenth century susp«mde<d 
the intercourse, without reconciling the minds, 
of the two nations. But when the Norman sword 
restored the churches of Apulia to the jurisdiction 
of Rome, the departing flock was warned, by a 
petukst epistle (rf* the Greek patriarch, to avoid 
and abhmr the errors id* the Latins. The riring 
majesty of Rome could no longer brook the in- 
solence of a rebel ; and Michael Cerularius was The popd* 
excommunicated in the heart of Constantinople 
by the pope’s legates. Shaking the dust from 

^ ^ o o ofConstan 

tinopie and 

*1^ ^ynod ef Constantinople, held in the year 869, is the eighth the Greeks, 
of the ^meral councils, the last assenbly of the Etet which is re- “• lOSF, 
cognised Djr the Roman church. She rejects the synod of Constan- ^ 
finople of tbs years 867 and 879, which were, however, equally nu- 
merous and nt^uy j but the; were favourable b> PhoUus. 
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CHAF. their feet, they deposited on the altar of St. Sophii 
a direful anathema,* which enumerates the seven 
iportal heresies of the Greeks, and devotes the 
guilty teachers, and their unhappy sectaries, to 
the eternal society of the devil and his angels. 
According to the emergencies of the church and 
state, a friendly correspondence was sometinifeS 
resumed ; the language of charity and concor4 
was sometimes affected ; but the Greeks have 
never recanted their errors ; the popes have nev» 
repealed their sentence ; and from this thund®- 
^It^wemaydate the consummation of the schism. 
Jt was enlarged by each ambitious step of the 
man pontiffs : the emperors Muddied imd trembled 
at the ignominious fate of their royat brethimi of 
Germany ; and the people was scandalized by thit 
temporal power and military life of the Latih 
clergy.* 

»D»ityof The aversion of the Greeks and Latins w^ 

in the three first ex* 
jj3j^*“*^f«ditions to the Holy land. Alexius Comnenas 
CQBhnved the absence at least of the formidabte 
pilgrims : his successors, Manuel and Isaac An* 
gelus, conspired u ith the Moslems for the ruin ^ 
the greatest princes of the Franks; and their 
crooked and malignant policy was seconded bythe 
active, and voluntary obedience of every order trf 

‘ See this an.ithema in the Councils, tom. xi, p. 14S7-U60. 

* Anna Comnena (Alexiad, L i, p. 31-33) represents the aW»9f' 
rence, not only of the church, but of the palace* for Gregory t.i. »** 
p^es, and the Latin communion. The style of Cinnamus and Nic^ 
t» b still more vehement. Yet how calm* is the voice of historyj 
*amil|aed with that of polemics ! 



177 


Ot THE BOMAN EMPIBE. 

their subjects. Of this hostile temper, a large chap. 
portion may doubtless be ascribed to the difference 
01 language, dress, and .manners, which severs 
and alienates the nations of the globe. The 
pride, as well as the prudence of th^sovereign, 
was deeply woimded by the intiayip s^f fpre^ 
armies that claimed the‘i%ht of tluversing^j^ 
dominions, and passing under the walls of his ca- 
pital ; bis subjects were insulted and plundered 
bytheiude strangers of the West, and the hatred 
of the pusillanimous Greeks was sharpened by 
secret envyofthe bold andpious enterprises of the 
Franks. But these profane causes of national 
enmity were fortified and enflamed by the venom 
of religious zeal. Instead of a kind embrace, mi 
hospitable rj^p^on from their Christian brethren 
of theJEtet, every tongue waata^fht to 
names of schismatic and heretk^ 
an orthodox ear than those of pagan and infidel ; 
instead of being loved for the general conformity of 
faith and worship, they were abhorred for some 
rules of discipline, some questions of theology, in 
which themselves or their teachers might differ 
fhimtheOrieutalclHirch: In the crusade of Louis 
the seventh, the Greek clergy washedand purified 
the altars which had been defiled by the sacrifice 
of a French priest. The companions of Frederic 
Barjbarossa deplore the injuries which they en- 
dured, both in word and deed, from the peculiar 
rii 9 %pour of the bishops and monks. Their prayers 
andamiKins excited the people against the im- 
pious fifidliBrians ; and the patriarch is accused of 
declariiig, that the faithful might (d)tain the re- 

VOL. XI. N 
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dempfioB 6f all their^nsb^ the extirpatiidh of tllfe 
sdh^^tics ;* an enthusiast, named Dorotheui^ 
tdiifmed the fears, and restored the confidence, of 
thte emperor, by a prophetic assurance, that the 
German heretic, aSteir assaulting the gate of Ka- 
chernes, would be made a signal example of the 
divine vengeance. The passage of the^e mighty* " 
armies Wdre rare and perilous evfettfetv but thifc 
cruskdek intrddhded^^heijufefit inte^^^ 

course between the two nirtioas, which enlarge#- , 
thh^lijhowledge, without abating their prgjudiciiS.t^; 

of Constaatiheple de*< | 

imports Were bdlad^liyfi^iM l^S6ur^^ 

her numerous inhabitants ; hef sit^^fl^^Wfi^Kthef 
cdlttnierce of the world ; and, in every period dfef , 
her existence, that commerce has been in ihM! \ 
hands of foreigners. After the decline of Amat^ 



■Genoese it 


i^’%^!#6ehts bito the ca*^"'’^';’ 
8 empire : their services were reward 


1 hndhtrAntinities ; they acquired thW , 




” His anonj-mous historian (de Expedit. Asiat. Ffed. i, in Canirfl'J 
Lection, Amiq. tom. iii, pars ii, p. Sll, edit. Basnage) mentions tie' ’ 
sermons of the Greek patriarch, quomodo GrtCcis injunxerat to itiljh 
skmem peccatorum petegrinos occidcre et delere de terrtL Tagto* 
efcereetv^ Scriptores Frehec. tmn. i, p. 409, edit. Struv.) Grac! bs»* 
reticoe no* appdlant : cierici et monaebi dictis et feeds perseqitOdfO* 
We nfey add tife deelaratton of the emperor Baldwin fifteen years afr' 
terwardss H«c est Latinos omneenwthoiBtotim nomtoji . 

aed canum dignabatur; quornm sangmnem etfittsfeije pene£ fat* ' 
meiiia reputabant (Gesta Innocenriiii^i-n, -fa MnMin'Se^pt. Bet 
itaiScarum, tom. iii, pars Vp. '^|n« mugr^ tome atg- 
gfmJrni but it was as eSitetaatibr thelK^ dad w. ae« i ~ n of i** 
rad. ■ ,rr 


OF THE BOHAK BMP1BB< 1^0 

possession of laads and houses; £bek’4ap^i^><'6>6 chap. 
tnultiplied bj jnaniages with the ^natires ; and 
after the tolCT<^iaHd£»Bi^oof«tanmo8yiei it was 
impossible to iirterdi^ tiie~^urches of the Branan 
rite." st)wo wives of Manuel jOaDammu^ 

were .of the pace of theF^utks-i.tPMe'd^ip^f^.siBtOT^ 

dyi^^ter of ihe prin^ of Antioch : he obtain^ 
for his son Alexius a daughter of Philip Aug;u8tu£ 
king of France; and he bestowed hk ow&^laugli>> 
ter on it marquis of , Montseiaa^ Who was eda>- 
csied and dignified hi the palace of Constanti- 
nople. The Greek encountered the arms, and 
aspired to the empire, of the West ; he esteemed 
the valour, and trusted the fidelity of theFianimjf 
their mili^py tal^tswera unfitly recompensed by 
the Inr^B^y^ offices of ^pd^^ea^jaad 
the Ixdicy cif^lt&mikt.liids|shehed 4he4Aibu^^ 
the pope ; arid the popular voice accused him of 
a partial bias to the nation and religion of the 
Latins.^ During his reign, and that of bis suc- 


■ Sae^M Coaonena (Alexiad. !• vi, p. 161, 162), and a remark* 
aldeipa^age vf NUstaa (in Manuel. L ▼, c. 9), wbo obierrea of the 
V^nWi*»a,'y»4«r«}rim( mu «n> BemwniMnAar ew^Maaia «%• 

Astern, At. 

• Ducange, Fan, Byaent. 186, 187. 

a Nicetaa in Manuel, i. eii, c. 8. Begaantc eaim (Maouele) .... 
^ud enui tantam laOnus populua lepererat gratiam ut negleclis 
Grcculia sub tanqnanavtria moHibua et effaemlnatis, .... sedia In* 
tinia grandia committeret negatia .... erga eas profu» libenUanq^*; 
lOandttM .... ex omni oibe ad earn taoquam ad beoelketoicia tkt^ 
Mt aa dC^j^MbUes concurrebant. Willenn. Tyr. sxli, c. 10. 

, a 'rbe^4i|fipiftn« of the Greeks would bare been eiMfiimed, if they 
had ieai .Ui|j^tical epistlea of Manuel to pope Alexander iii, tho- 
enemy ot lall cnoagf Ftedoric >, in which Uie emperor declares his 

wish 

N 2 
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CHAP. cessor^Alexius^ they we^'e exposed at Constant!* 
the reproach of foreigners, heretics, and 




fitroiirites;. and this triple guUt was severely expi- 
ated in the tumult, which announced the return % 
and elevation of Jlmdronicus/ The people rose ' 
their mas* in arms ; from the Asiatic shore the tyrant dis- , 4 
1. 0 . 1183 . patched his troops and gallies to assist the 1^ v 
tional reven^, and the hopeless resistance of 
strainers si^eded^to justify tluen^majishar^. ^ 
en the daggers of th^hssa^ains;.. Neither age n^:> : 
sex, nor the ties of friendship or kindred, conM« & 
^ national hatred, and avarii%^' : 
>^id {4Ktira.were. sdaughtei^^'^ 

in their hon^ ah^ quarts ' 

was reduced to ashes, the in. * 

thdr churches, and the sick in their hospital4jl^ 
and some estimate may be formed of the slam; 
from the clemency which sold above four thod»; 
sand Christians in jieipetuad slavery to the 

ip-', "iiSfcVein the destruction of the schismatics; a**® 

’ -• , they d&ininted a.thanks^ving to the Lord, wh«m $ 

the head of a Roman cardinal, the pope’s lega^ 
was severed from his body, fastened to the tail « f 
a dog, and dragged, with savage mockery, thn^igh 
the city. The more diligent of the strangers , 
on the first alarm to their vess^, an^ ^ 


wishofunlUngtheeweksiad LaUm as «» flock under one ^ 
herd, Ac. (See Fleuiy, Hist. £ccle& tosn. », p. U?. 81% 843>. , 

' See the Greek and Latin narratives in Nicetas ^ Alezio C«W 
»»no. c. 10) and WiUiam of T^re 0- i 3 di, o 1«, 11, 18, 1% j tb( 
first aidt and concjse, the second loud, copious, and ttagical. » 
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escaped though the Hellespont firom the scene chap. 
of blood. In their ffight, th^ hitmt and ravaged 
two hundred mfieaof ti)e-sea« 08 st ; infficted a se- 
vere revenge^ on the guiltless subjects drche em- 
pire ; Boaihed the priests and monke^iBiheff pe- 
culiar enemies; andcempeoaphi^rh^waccmmi- 
latiohi^ill^iindiT, the low of their pn^rty imd 
^nchds. On their return, they exposed to Italy 
and Europe the wealth and weakness, the perfidy 
andmaliceof theGreeks, whose vie^ were paiaUd 
as the genuine chavaCtdltr^^bf heresy and schism. 

The scruples of the first crusaders had neglected- 
the fairest opportunities of securing, by the pos- 
session of Constantinople, the way to the Hdy 
land ; a domestic revolutioa invited, an^ idmost 
compelkld mi^lTanetimBs to achieve 

th^ .Wbqnert .4^,]die of the £ask > • 

. In the series of%e Byzantfaie prinic^,' 1 haveBe%n and 
exhibited the hypocrisy and ambition, the tv-^T!^ 
ranny and fall, of Audronicus, the last male of^'’*®J"iv 

^ lifts* 

the Comnenian family, who reigned at Constanti- uss, 
nople. The revolution, which cast him headlong 
from the throne, saved mid exidted Isaac An- 
gelus,* who descended by the females from the 
same imperial dynasty. The successcnr of a se- 
cond Nero might have found it an easy task to 
deserve the esteem and afiection of his subjects ; 

'.T^iiistory of the reign of Isaac Angelas is cwnpased, in tlire* 
the senator Nicetas (p. 238-390) ; and his offices of logo- 
eaUii <|c.||riBcipaI secretary, and judge of the veil or palace, could not 
bribe tie tai^artiality of the historian; Ue wrote, it is true, aiter 
the fall and dMi of his benefactor. 
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CHAP, thej soaistinies Feason to regret the atoiots* 
iratiba of Andranicns. The sound and vigorous 
of the tjr^t was capable of discerning the 
ceaiDection between his own and the public in* 
tarest ; and while was feared by all who could 
^ insfure him with, fear, the unsuspected people, and 

the rmote provinces, might bless the inexond)!^ 
justiee oti^m masi&r^i^ hhi:! sn^essor 

wanted courage and abihiiesr ’tO' exercise ; Idi 
^ ,.yiceaiiran»^|nkaous, his virtues (if he posseaseo 
. matddud’;;' ami th^ 

to iris m* 


gligence, denied hbd^he iit^w«fd||^ 
accid^tal benefits^of the times. ' 
the throne, and was awakened only by the souai 
of pleasure; his vacant hours were amused ly 
comedians and bufibpns, and even to these bul> 


^ceeded tire exa»t.., 
^ number of ids ea-^.| 
,dPWi^wis«Mbi6sticw tto twenty 

ssBad ; and the dmly sum of four thn ua^d p^mndfe ~ 
of silver would swell to four millions sterling ' 
annual expeuce of his household aiul table, flh 

phyertywasrelievedbyr^pression; andthepuhBt ' 

Wan k^araed by equd abuses m the 
collectidn and the application of the revenue, ' 
While the Greeks nun^jed the days tl^ 
^^ervitude, aflattahiigpPophe^ wh«aB^t^ 

, IfeHvith the dignity of jttrtriffliliF, assured him ft 
a long and victorious reign of thirty-two yeaW; 

' during which he should extend his sway to nKWnt 
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Libanus, and bis conquests bey<p^ theEupbrates, c h ap. 
But his only &tcp; to^'^d^ acgqinpUsbment ^ - 
of the predfCt^;^^ <?» , W ^andalous 

embassy tq ^tQ demand tbe j^Jltution 

, of thfibcdy Ji^pulchre, and to.propp^^fljn%iiaive 
abl Pjjthp 

,^|pae and his brother, the remains of the Gre% 
empire crumbled into dust. The island of Cyprus, 
who^ pidne excites the ideas of eleg^gi^ jgnd 
^^^beasure, was namesabe, a Cooi' 

nenian prince ; and by a strange concatenation 
events, the sw ord of our English Riphard be- 
stowed that kingdom on the house of Lusi^p^, 
a rich compensation for the Jpss pf Jerps^lpinf 

Revolt of 
the Bulga- 
rians, 
s. a. ItSf 

ported, above an hundred and seventy years, the 
loose dominion of the Byzantine princes ; but 
no effectual measures had been adopted to im- 
, yoke of lawf manner^ on these 

sava^ ^ibefu By 

sole means of subsistence, their ffoqks ap4 
were driven away, to contribute towards the 
pomp of the royal nuptials; and their fierce 
warriors were exasperated by the denial of e^pal 


t iig^i^^cby)! and the safety 

_ , " ^ 

Tolt of the Bu^anaof npff 

the victory of the second Basil, they ba 



' "* 'See Bohadin, Vit. Saladin. p. 129*'131y 2^» vei^ S^Rdtens. 
i^HpiliBSSador of Isaac was equally versed in the ^eekt French, 
languages ; a rare instance m tbese-limei* HiaenihasKies 
tvoe vebilkul wi^ honour, dismissed' without eftect, and reported 
Sdukhdln ^ West. 
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rank ailH^pay in the niilitaiy service. Peter and ■ 

_ ^ ^ Asan, two powerful chiefs, of the race of the 

ancient kings," asserted their own rights and the 
national freedom : their demoniac impostors pro- 
claimed to the crowd, that their glorious patron, • 

St. Demetrius, had for ever deserted the cause ^ 
of the Greeks ; and the conflagration spread f 
from the bimks of the Danube to the hills of i 
Macedonia and Thnu^. Aftet gome ^orts,'^ . 
Isaac Angelus and his brother acquiesced in# " 
their independence; and the imperial troops^- 
-soon discohDiged bones of their'^ 

felttorNiddfei^ tbd\ 

passes of mount 

policy of John or Joanices, the second kingdom 
of Bulgaria was firmly established. The subtle 
barbarian sent an embassy to Innocent the third,*: 
to acknowledge himself a genuine sf»n of Borne o ,.i' 
ih descent and r^|gkm;* Amd^^hiiinUy received^'': 

;i' license of ' coining money,^?’ - 

ibo royal title, and a Latin archbi^op or jMfc** 
trian^' The Vatican exulted in the spirituri^^ . 
conquest of Bulgaria, the first object of the; * 4 
schism ; and if the Greeks could have preserved ' 
the prerogatives of the church, they wouM ^ 

’•'Dntyge . Familia, DalmaUcas, p. 318, 319, 320. The origi»I ^ 
BulgttUn king and the Homan .totiff h 

Inscribed in ^Q^tmweeatin, c. 66.42, p. 613, 625. ‘ < ^ ‘ # 

• The pope acknowiedgea hia pedigree, a nobiU urWa Bcnns pros*- ' ' 

pii gemtorea tui originem trajerimt. TWa tradition, and the t»vmt 
roembiance of the Latin a^ 

® I’Eurqie, p. Bie Italnm colcadM of 

**** Trajan were mrept airqr by the tide of emigration finm , 

the ^idie to the Volga, and braog^t back by another wa« #«■ 
the Volga to tiie Damihe. FosiUe, but strange 
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gladly have resigned the rights of the % 0 i; chap. 
narchy. > - . 

The Bulgariaiis welfein^bidus enough toprayusurpaUan 
for the long life of Isaac Angelus, th#* surest 
pledge <rf their freedom and prosjtoityi i Yet^’®""® 
their ^iefs cxmld involve in,-ti)eSfUl|i&’&i^b||fei-’^Drn9S- 
nate^soiiteiaa^, the fhnuly nation df tte-i^aK'^p^fi g. 
p^r. “ In all the Greeks,” said Asan to his 
troops, “ the same climate, and character, and 
“ education, will be productive of the saffiae fruits; 
♦“Behold my kme^” cmtihued the warriori 
“ arid the long streairiers that float in the wind. 

They differ only in colour ; they are formed 
♦♦ of < the same silk, and fashioned by tiie same 
♦♦ workman; nor has the stripe dtet is dtaiimifBi 


♦♦ inaepie,' smy above its 

♦♦ feUbws;^ Sev^d of th^4;itidfiilttes^ the 


purple successively rose and f^andeeBie'eiiifdiBif' 
of Isaac : a general who had repelled the flleetS^ 
of Sicily, was driven to revolt and ruin by the 
ingratitude of the prince ; and his luxurious re- 
pose was disturbed by secret conspiracies and 
insunrections. The empm-or was saved 
by accident, or the ncerit of his sOrvmits t be was 


at length oppressed, by an ambitions InnUia; 
who, for the hope of a precarious diadem, forgot 
the obligations of nature, of loyalty, and of 
friendship.® While Isaac in the Thracian Tallies 


.1 This parable is in the best savage stile ; but 1 wish the Wal^jr 
baS-nbt introduced the classic name of Mysians, the experiment of 
the mn|^ilet, 0 r loadstone, and the passage of an old comic poet (Ni- 
cetas, in Al^Co^eno. 1. i, p. 299, 300). 

’ The LaUnt iqignmite the ingratitude' of Alexius, by supposioc 

that 



11^ ' -fSi ANO 

C 9 AP. pm^u^^be idle apd solitary pleasures of ^ , 
f hpgPj his brother, Alexius Angelas, was i»i 
iiested with the purple, by the unanimous suf- ^^ 

■ ^stge of the camp : the capital and the clergy 
aibscribed to their choice ; and the vanity <rf 
the new sovereign rejected the name of hi? ■, 
thers for the lofty and royal appellation of the 
Comnentmi fade. 0» the de?p^ble charact^ 
of Isaac I have OKhAuetedf the lajpgaaf^^^of 
tempt; and can (mly add* that iff a reign « 
years, the baser Alexius^ wa? supported 

^ jus wife Jiujdiro^a 

the late emperor by !>"' 

puit of the guJH-ds, no Imjger his o#tt > 

them above fifty miles, as far as Stagyra pi 
In Macedonia; but the fugitive, without an 1; 
ject or a follower, was arrested, brought b^ J 

'T i fmtrr. on a icanty allowance^ 'W 
^:^l#ead- and water. At the jupment irf *he 
nuTnliliftiM huk-aon Alexius, whi^ he educatedi 
^ihe hope of empire, was twelve years of ;l^' ’ 
He was spared by the usurper, and reduced^ 
attend his triumph both in peace and war ; but 
as the army was encamped on the sea-shore,* aff 
vej^ &ciUtat^ the escape of the roy^ 
youth ; ilk the ifisguise a common saihffi 

'Hut he had been releaaed bjr Ua bnUMrto*; firoMiSrivhidi chpeUm 
TUa pathetic tale had doobtiva haae f a pi i wd arWaUee' and hm i 
lot Ida not laadily discov^tu gcadnda in MM OMk hbt<HS*o** 

■ SeeOe reign of Alexins AauUnh orCoDtiienn^ in Ac three ix^ 
ef Xiectae, p. 


M 
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Be «luded the search of his enemies, passed tSe chap. 
Hellespont, and £9und a secure refiige in the isle _ ^ 

of ^cily. '^ie tbFeAdldi>f the ^ 

apostks^’ implorkig tlie protection ‘<tf pope 
Innoe^t the third, Alexius accepted ^dy^^#in- 
irita^tn of'his sffiter Irene,. FhMp of 


ftni in his 


ttnoagh Italy, he heard that the flower of Westefn 
chivalry was assembled at Venice for the deliver- 
imce of tile Holy land: and a ray of 'la^ was 
Imidl^is bis boB<lBkr'thiitbefr^faivincible sw(a*ds 
might be an^io^ed in his father’s restoration. 

About ten or twelve years after the loss of Jem- The fourth 
xalem, the nobles of France were again stti»Hidi»ed*'^^jg^ 
to the holy war by the voice of a pfbph^ 



neighbourhood of Paris, Fulk of NeiuBy;*’1Poi%oWE 
‘>hisparocbial' duty, to assume the more flattering 
chfU'acter of a popular and itinerant missicmary. 
The fame of his sanctity and miracles was 
(>«'«' the bud; he declaimed, with se- 


veHtjr' MH^Vehemetiti^^ against the tices of die 
age ; and his stxmens," wfach he preadied in the 


streets of Paris, converted the robbers, the usurp- 
ers, the prostitates, and even the doctors and 
sdiolars of the university. No sooner did Inno- 
the third ascend the chair of St. Peter than 
l^']^nclaimed in Italy, Germany, and France, 

'• -ft S'- - 

* SfeFUwj, BSft. Eccles. torn, xvi, p. 26, Ac. and VUIehardouin. 
No. 1, wtui thti iUndTrationa of Ducaoge, which X always meiui to 
^uote with tho oi^^i^iuU text. 
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^ttAP. the of a new crusade.” The eloquent 

pontiff' described the ruin of Jerusalem, the tri« 
umph of the pagans, and the shame of Christen-, ^ 
dom : his liberality proposed the redemption of ; 
sins, a plenary indulgence to all who should serve s 
in Palestine, either a year in person, or two yeSTE g 
by a substitute ;** and among his legates mid ?• 
orators, who blew the sacred trmqtpetji JFulk 
Neuilly was the loudest ^ndmost succse^Wl 
situation of the printijMil monarohs was averse tOt *- .' 
the ^ous sunimons. The emperor Rrederic thtf. . ' ^ 
a chUdii^^ai!^ his kiqgdom of Ger-f 

nf Bruns^^ 

wick and Swabia, the .^ tbe ^ '' 

Guelphs and Ghibelines, PfiMp of i^ 

F^ce had performed, and could not be pert'/.i' .- 
suaded to renew, the perilous vow ; but as hq‘7^1 
was not less ambitious of praise than of pow^ 
he cheeifuJl^ instituted^^pe^tUld fund for ;^: 

. -^chard bf EngUtu^^i"'^'' 

ll^ibftiated with the gk»y and ipisfortuB^^^-^^ 
mid he j^r^si^ed to deride ^ 
mchostUtiohs of Folk of Neuilly, who was-ftO^ ' 
abashed in the presence of kings. ” You adyisav '\*; 
me,” said Plantagenet, to dismiss my ^ 




t coBttn^oraiy afe of pope Innocent in, publisbeA b}r BaliMC 

and MnnUoti (ftsr^toree Berum Italicarum, tom. iii, pars i, p^ 
>~SS&)t is mtiaPlbtBMlde'for -the important and original doemnenhi 
which are inserfed in tlw tei^^j T(k bul] of the cnoode may betea^ 
C.84, Sd. ,, , ■ 

* Por'ce que cil pardon, fat isai gnm, si s’ea esmearent ihnit li 
eumdes genz, et mult s’en cnasierent, pcneec^ It pardons ere d gran. 
ViUAntdeuin, No. 1. Our philosophen may re&ie on the canses rf 
the cratadee, bttt wch were the genuine feelings of a Fteach hnigbh ' 
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“ daughters, pride, avarice, and incontinence: c-hap, 
" I bequeath them to the most deservinar ; my ^ 

^ C7 a' 

pride to thei]jn;q|^it»templars, jny avarice to 
the mcmics of Cisteaox, and my Jt^cmlinence 
“ to th«^prelates.” But the preacher, was heard 
and obeyed by the great vas^j^. thi^|>rihQ^ of 
the aid Tfaebbal^ cf Thlta^ 

etmnt of Champagne, was, the foremost in the 
holy race. The valiant youth, at the age of 
twenty-two years, was encouraged by the domes- 
tk: examples of his,,father, who marched in the 
second crusade, and of his elder brother, who had 
ended his days in Palestine with the title of king 
of Jerusalem: two thousand two hundred knights 
owed service and homage to his peerage theEmbi4e« 
nobles of Cham^^excelled in all the exercises 

oi of 

Navalite,^faibadieeulddi«wfrfaanddJkaqi^Qlis» 
cons from either side of the Pyrenaean mountains. 

His companion in arms was Louis, count of 
Blob and Chartres; like himself of regal lineage, 
fw both the princes were nephews, at the same 
time,^or the kings of France and England. In a 
crowd of prdates and h^ns, who ^imitated their 
zeal, I distinguish the bi^ and merit of Matthew 
of Montmorency ; the famous Simon of Mont- 
fort, the scourge of the Albigeois ; and a valiant 

* This namber of fiefi (of which 1800 owed liege homogel was 
etudited in the church of St. Stephen at Troyes, and attested, Si a. 

.ins, by the marshal and butler of Champagne (Ducai^, Observ. 

«•»»). 

' Caniflirili .... militic privilegio tingidadna ezcdlH .... in ty- 
rodniis .... pnduaione srmorum, &c. Ducange, p, 249, (raa the 
•id Chionkteaf Jemaaleia, a. a. 1177«1199. 
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CK&p« nobie> Jeffrey of ViJlehardouin,* mmital rf 
^ Champagne,*' who has condescended, in the ruAs 
idiom of his age and country,* to write or die- 
taile^ an original narrative of the councils and 
actions in which be bore a memorable part. 
At the Same time, Baldwin count of Flanders 
who had married the sister of Thihaut, assuudd 
Uie cf^aa-ai^i^ges, with his brother Henry and - 
the rich- 

aitid industrious proviade.*-: which th# 

chie& &»d pronounced in churdiesi, they ratifidl 
^^icrations of the war w^ 

■was *1, 

in Egypt, a country, 

, , ' - i 

. . ' ' 

* The natae of Villehardouin was taken from a village and castle lit 
the diocese of Troyes, near the river Aube, between Bar andArceto. 
The family was ancient and noble; the elder branch of our hiatfabn 
existed after the year I400^tte yoa;oeer, 

Ootaage. p. 831 

-liT ^ Imt 'Du* 

with hiausoa} sagacity. I find ^t ia/Oit 
ly hot these jwoTliK^ 

~~w — — » .:so . AtiSnU, tershale of Pranct‘ 1 

W-% -> •■TOa WIRMCP, bhieh I shaOl prodnee wme' tpecknens. ta e*- 
Idained by Vigenere and Ducange, in a verdon and glassa^s JChe 
president des Brosaes (Meebanisme des Langues, tom. 11, p. ^givei 
It as the example of a language which has oeated to be PreeCb, airil 
i* understood oiily by graynmariane, 

‘**® *3«res8ion, moi qui oeste oeuvre. «<<■ 
yj;i"“‘»die suspicion (more probable than Wfe 
Wood s OB HanBrytbat he could neither read nor write. Yet OaiSOr 
pagne may ttoMtof-tha ^itio Stst biatsriaiii^ Uk aiAie taatSma of' 

.fnneh imxM, VUIehardOikto ud JloiSidlfe. 

'neemaacte andiwignier thewtoftsaf-Mmidtia, 
b&^t faer Henry, are the suljject of a particular hfatoiy by tte j«r 

(ConatanttaepoBeaeigic , *i 

sew witb tl«epto tf 


»# : 
i/l? 


■ I 
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tm almogt ruined by famine and civil war. B4t chap. 
the fate of so manyroyal armiesdi^ayedthe toils 

m tf a s' 

and perils of a ianidi^i^editicmt. a»d, the Flem- ,, 

in^ dwelt sdong-ttfe ocean, the 'French barons 
weredeslitnteof ^ps, and ignorant 


Th^end>raced the wise resoiiUaaibofdtoiMdB^aji: 
d^utitt V4ileteu>> 

was one, with a (Sacretionary tmst to iA- 
ifect the motions, and to pledge the faith, of the 
whole confederacy. The maritime ^akesef Italy 
Wta« done possessed of 4|Mt meant of traiispOrt- 
ingAhe holy Waif^Rl^, with their arms and horses; 
and tl» six deputies proceeded to Venice to so- 
licit, On motives of piety or interest, the aid of 
that powerful republic. . '* 

In theinvasipn of Italy by AttUa, I have men- state of the 


dftlte cmfciaeMtk wnd'diBk' obtimm 
in the chain of islands that fine the dttrenafy of 
the Adriatic gulf. In the midst of the waters, 
free, indigent, laborious, and inaccessible, they 
gradually coalesced into a republic. The first 
fcmndatiORS d Venice were laid m the island 
Rlfdia'; ahd the aanaal dectibn o&the twelve 


tribunes was superseded by the permanent of- 
frce of a duke or doge. Oi the verge of the two 
empires, the Venetians exult in the belief of 
jnimitive and perpetual independence." Against 


• Hisf^ry, &C. voL vip p. 126-129. 

foundation and independence of Venice, Utd lAva* 

10% iffiacussed by Pagi (Critica* tom, iii, a . d. 810# No. 4 , &c.)y 
and deMd)[^Dlnwrt. COTOgraph. Italis medii iBvi, in Muntun’i Scri|^ 
tom. X, ^ 16^ ; Hie two critics have a sQ^t bias ; tha 
xun adverscs tlte Ifaiian faTourabie# to tht republic. 


■J 
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CHAP, the Latins, their antique freedom has been as* 
Serted by the sword,* and may be justified by the 
pen. Charlanagne himself resigned all clmm 
of sovereignty to the islands of the Adria* 
tic gulf ; his son Pepin was repulsed in the at- 
tacks of the lagitenas or canals, too deep for ti|^ 
cavalry, and too shallow for the vessels ; and. 
in every under Jbe German Cmsars, j 
lands, of tile D^^blikr have been, ek^y disti^: 
j^ished from the kingdom,, pf ..Italy. But tbH 
inhabitants of Venice were considered by thera>. 

by their sovereign^ ^ 

the ninth and of theit 

subjection are numerous and uniyjwttiiMmblel^ 
and the vain -titles, the servile honours, of tie 
By^tine court, so ambitiously solicited by thcw- 
dukes, would have degraded the magistrates*!^ 
a free people. But the bands of this dependen^ > 

*%*d» were imper-^ ^ 
red by the ambition of Venice aw! "- 
Canstantmople^ Otedienceww 
'softened mtn respect, privilege ripened into ^ 3 % 
rogative, and the freedom of domestic .govern- 


»} 

A- 



* Oie son of Chorienmgne assorted bis right of sov€reign.tJfi, ' - 
be was saswered by the loyal Venetians, »r» ftXa/m't"" 4i 

»• P-y-nrsr fastAux (Constantin. Porpbyn^eait. do Administrates^ 
jetH, pats a, c. ^ Sd) ; and the report of the ninth, es t a h l M** 
the fact of the taatb sentnry, which is confirmed by the embassy of « 
Liutprand of Cremona. The annual tribute, which the anp^l^ 
allows them to pay to Uie king of Italy, alleriates, by doutlli^ tb* ' ?■ *« 
aervitud^ but the hateful word IsXk must be tranalated as in the ^ 

Amtx of 827 (Laugier, Hist, de Venice, lum ^ b &=•> *7 ^ ” 

MRos apptiBatien of taMti, nfiidt*. ' y 
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ment was fortified by the independence of foreign chap. 
dominion. The - maritime cities of Istria and ^ 
Dalmatia bowed to the sovereigns of the Adria- 
tic ; and when they armed against the Nwmans 
in the cause of Alexius, the emperor applied, not 
to the duty of his subjects, but to the gratitude 
and gi^iePosity of bis feithfiil allies. The sea was 
tteir patrimony the western parts of the 
Mediterranean, from I'uscany to Gibraltar, were 
indeed abandoned to their rivals of Pisa a!nd Ge- 
noa; but the Venetians acquired an early and 
lucrative share of the commerce of Greece and 
Egypt. Their riches increased with the increas- 
ing demand of Europe : their manufactures of 
silk and glass, perhaps the institution of their 
bank, are of high antiquity ; and they enjoyed 
the fmits of tteir industiy'&r tbc munificence 
of pubRc' and private life. ■ To assert he# to 
avenge her injuries, to protect the freedom of na- 
vigation, the republic could launch and man a 
fleet of an hundred gallies ; and the Greeks, the 
Saracens, and the Normans, were encountered by 
her naval arms. The Franks of Syria were assisted 
by the Venetians in the reduction of the sea-coast ; 
but their zeal was neither blind nor disinterested; 
and in the conquest of Tyre, they shared the 
sovereignty of a city, the first seat of the com- 


^ See the 25th and 30th dissertations of the Antiquitates medli 
of Muratori.* From Anderson’s History of Commerce, I under- 
stand that the Venetians did not trade to England before the year 
Tl« most flourishing state of their wealth and commerce, in 
the bc^niimg of the fifteenth century, is agreeably described by the 
Abbd Dubes (Hist, de la Ligue de Cambray, tonij ii| p* 443-4-80^ 
VOL. XI. Q 
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tcHAF. merce of the world. The policy of Venice was 
marked by the avarice of a trading, and the inso- 
lence of a maritime, power ; yet her ambition wj» 
prudent ; nor did she often forget that if armed 
gallies were the effect and safeguard, merchant 
vessels were the cause and supply, of her great* 
ness. _ In her religion she avoided the schism 
the Greeks, without yielding a servile obediencjs 
to. the Roman pontiff; and a free intercourse 
with the infidels of every clime appears to have 
allayed betimes the fever of superstition. Her 
jwimitive government was a loose mixture of de- 
mocracy and monarchy ; the doge was elected 
by the votes of the general assembly-; as long as 
he was popular and successful, he reigned with the 
pomp and authority of a prince ; but in the fr^ 
quent revolutions of the state, he was deposed, or 
banished, or slain, by the justice or injustice of the 
multimde. The twelfth century produced the 

and jealous aristocracy, 
whieh has reduced tlie doge to a pageant, and the 
p^le to a cypher.'* 

Alliance of When the six ambassadors of the French pil- 
fte French grims arrived at Venice, they were hospitably en- 
tians. tertained in the palace of St. Mark, by the reign- 


’ The Venetiana have been slow in writing and publisliing their 
history. Their most ancient monuments are, 1. The rude Chronicle 
(perhaps) of John Sagomlnus (Venezia, 176o, in octavo), which re- 
presents the state and manners of Venice in the year 1008. 2. The 
larger history of the doge (1342—1354) Andrew Dandoto, pubiishe)! 
for the first time in the twelfth tom. of Muratori, o. 1728. The 
Histoiy of Venice by the Abb< Laugier (Paris, 1728) is a work of 
some merit, which 1 have chiefly used for the constitutional part.. ^ 
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ingduke: his name was Henry Dandolo and chap. 
he shone in the last period of human life as one 
of the most illustrious characters of the times. *. ». i2oi. 
Under the 'Weight of years, and after the loss of 
his eyes,* Dandolo retained a sound understand- 
ing and. a manly courage ; the spirit of an hero, 
ambiticMis to signalize his reign by some memo- 
rable exploits ; and the wisdom of a patriot, 
anxious to build his fame on the glory and ad- 
vantage of his country. He praised the bold 
enthusiasm and liberal confidence of the barons 
and their deputies ; in such a cause, and with 
such associates, he should aspire, were he a pri- 
vate man, to terminate his life ; but he was the 
servant of the republic, and some delay was re- 
quisite to consult, on this arduous business, the 
judgment of his colleagues. The proposal of the 
French was first debated by the Usages who had 
been recently appointed to controul the admini- 
stration of the doge : it was next disclosed to the 
forty members of the council of state ; and finally 


* Henry Dandolo was eighty-four at his election (*. d. 1192), and 
ninety-seven at his death (a. d. 1205). Sec the Observntions of Du- 
cange sur Villehardouin, No. 204. But this extraonfinttry longevity 
Is not observed by the original writers, nor does there exist another 
example of an hero near an hundred years of age. Theophrastus 
might afford an instance of a writer of ninety-nine ; nut instead of 
itnfiiMOfTtt (Prooem. ad Character), I am much inclined to read 
fui*e9Ta, with bis last editor Fischer, and the 6rst thoughts of Casau- 
bon. It is scarcely possible that the powers of the mind and body 
should support themselves till such a period of life. 

• The modern Venetians Laugier, torn, ii, p. 119) accuse the em- 
peror Manuel ; but the calumny is refuted by Villehardouin and the 
old writers* who suppose that Dandolo lost his eyes by a wound (Ng* 

and Dncangt)# 

• 2 



J96 THB DECLINE AND »ALL 

CHAP, communicated to the legislative assembly of four 
hundred and fifty representatives, who were an- 
nually chosen in the six quarters of the city. In 
peace and war, the doge was still the chief of the 
republic ; his legal authority was supported by 
the personal reputation of Dandolo ; his argu? 
meats of public interest were balanced and ap* 
proved ; and he was authorised to inform the 
ambassadors of tire following conditions of the 
treaty.* It was proposed thut the crusader* 
should assemble at Venice, on the feast of St. 

of the ensuing year: that flat-bottomed 
vessels should be {H:cpaped for four thousand five 
hundred horses, and nine thou^iutd squirjes, with 
a number of ships sufficient for the embarkation 
of four thousand five hundred loiights, and 
twenty thousand foot: that during a term 
nine montlis they .should be supplied with pro» 
visions, and transported to whatever coast the 
¥^dChri^endom should require ; . 
Hpid ^at the republic should join the armament 
with a squadron of fifty gallies. It was required 
that the pilgrims should pay, before their depar- 
tiue, a sum of eighty-five thou.sand marks of 
silver ; and that all conquests, by sea and land, 
should be equally divided between the confede- 
rates. The terms were hard ; but the emergency 
was pressing, and the French barons were not 
less profuse of money than of blood. A generd 
assembly was convened to ratify the treaty ; the 
stately chapel and palace of St. Marie were filled 

‘he Chronicle of Andrew Dandolo, 

> 3513 - 326 . 
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with ten thousand citizens ; and the noble depu- 
ties were taught a new lesson of humbling them- 
selves before the majesty of the people. “ Ulus • 
“ trious Venetians,” said the marshal of Cham- 
pagne, “ we are sent by the greatest and most 
“ powerful barons of France, to Implore the aid 
“ of the "masters of the sea, for the deliverance 
**^'Of Jerusalem. They have enjoined us to fall 
“ prostrate at your feet ; nor will we rise from 
“ the ground, till you have promised to avenge 
“ with us the injuries of Christ.” The elo- 
quence of their words and tears, “ their martial 
aspect, and suppliant attitude. M ere applauded 
by an universal shout ; as it were, says Jeffrey, 
by the sound of an earthquake. The venerable 
doge ascended the palpit to urge their request 
by those motives of honour and Virtue, which 
alone can be offered to a popular assembly ; the 
treaty was transcriboil on parchment, attested 
with oaths and seals, mutually accepted by tlie 
weeping and joyful representatives of France and 
Venice ; and dispatched to Rome for the appro- 
bation of pope Innocent the third. Tyvo thou- 
sand marks were borrowed of the merchants for 
the first expences of the armament. Of the six 
deputies, two repassed the Alps to announee their 
success, while their four companions made a fruit- 

^ A reader of Villehardouin must observe the frequent tears of the 
marriul and his brother knights, ^achicz que la et mainte lerme 
plorlfe 4e ]^ti^ (No. 17); mult plorant (ibid) ; mainte lerme ploriSe 
(N<k 34); if orent mult pitie et plorcrent mult durement (No. 60) ; 

1 ot maint lerme plor^e dejpiti^ (No. 202). They weep on every oc- 
casion of grief, joy, or devotion. 


CHAP. 

LX. 


O fy 
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CHAP, less trial of the zeal and emulation of the repub- 
^ lies of Gienoa and Pisa. 

Assembly The exccution of the treaty was still opposed by 

toe oTSe unforeseen difficulties and delays. The marshal, 
froiTve °° return to Troyes, was embraced and ap- 
nice, proved by Thibaut, count of Champagne, who 
Oct. 8. ’ had been unanimously chosen general of the con- 

federates. But the health of that valiant youth 
already declined, and soon became hopeless ; and 
he deplored the untimely fate which condemned 
him to expire, not in a field of battle, but on a 
bed of sickness. To his brave and numerous vas- 
sals the dying prince distributed his treasures : 
they swore in his presence to accom{dish his vow 
and their own ; but some there were, says the 
marshal, who accepted his gifts and forfeited 
their word. The more resolute champions of the 
cross held a parliament at Soissons for the elec- 
tion of a new general ; but such was the incapo- 
cH^, or ^aloaiy, ta- reluctance, of the princes of 
Hftmce, that none could be found both able and 
willing to assume the conduct of the enterprise. 
They acquiesced in the choice of a stranger, of 
Boniface marquis of Montferrat, descended of a 
race of heroes, and himself of conspicuous fame 
in the wars and negociations of the times f nor 
could the piety or ambition of the Italian chief 
decline this honourable invitation. After visiting 
the French court, where he was received aS a 

* By a victory (a. o. 1191) over the citizens of Asti, by a crusade to 
Palestine, and by an embassy from the pope to the German prinpes 
Muratori, Annaii d'ltalia, tom, x, p. 1S3, 202.) 
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friend and kinsman, the marquis, in the church chap. 
of Soissons, was invested with the cross of a pil- 
grim and the staff of a general ; and immediately 
repassed the Alps, to prepare for the distant expe- 
dition of the East. About the festival of the pen- 
tecost he displayed his banner, and marched to- 
wards Venice at the headof the Italians : he was 
preceded or followed by the counts of Flanders 
and Blois, and the most respectable barons of 
France ; and their numbers were swelled by the 
pilgrims of Germany,^ whose object and motives 
were similar to their own. The \'enetians had 
fulfilled, and even surpassed their engagements : 
stables were constructed for the horses, and bar- 
racks for the troops ; the magazines were abun- 
dantly replenished with forage and j)rovisions ; 
and the fleet of transports, shipa, and ^lies, was 
ready to hoist sail, as soon as the republic had re- 
ceived the price of the freight and armament. But 
that price far exceeded the wealth of the crusaders 
who were assembled at Venice. The Flemings, 
whose obedience to theircount was voluntary and 
precarious, had embarked in their vessels for the 
long navigation of the ocean and Mediterranean ; 
and many of the French and Italians had pre- 
ferred a cheaper and more convenient passage 
from Marseilles and Apulia to the Holy land. 

Each pilgrim might complain, that after he had 

See the crusade of the Germans in the Ilistoria C* P* of Gunther 
(Canisii Antiq. Lect. tom. iv, p. v-viii), who celebrates the pilgrim- 
age of his abbot Martin, one of the preaching rivals of Fulk of Neuil- 
ly. His monastery, of the Cistertian order, was situate in the diocese 
of Basil. 
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CHAP, furnished his own contribution, he was made re* 
LX 

sponsible for the deficiency of his absent brethren ; 
the gold and silver plate of the chiefs, which they 
freely delivered to the treasury of St. Mark, was 
a generous but inadequate sacrifice ; and after all 
their efforts, thirty-four thousand marks were still 
wanting to complete the stipulated sum. The 
obstacle was removed by the policy and patriotism 
of the doge, who proposed to the bar^^^at if 
they would join their arms in reducing some re- 
volted cities (rf Dalmatia, he would expose his 
the holy .war, and obtain from the re- 
public a lotaig iadtt^^tmcey till some wealthy con- 
quest should afford the n^ans cd' -satisfying the 
debt. After much scruple and hesitation, they 
chose rather to accept the ofl'cr than to relinquish 
the enterprise ; and the first hostilities of the fleet 
Siege of and army were directed against Zara,^ a strong 
Nov. 10. city of the Sclavonian coast, which had renounce 4 
its to Venice, and implored the pro- 

t^^on of the king of Hungary.* The crusaders . 
burst the ch^ or boom of the harbour ; landed . 


’ Jader. 1 , now Zara, wa? a Roman cojony, which acknowledged 
Augustus for Its parent. It is now only two miles round, and con* 
tains hvc or six thousand inhabitants ; but the fortifications ar« 
strong, and it is joined to the main land by a bridge. See the travels 
of the two companions, Spon and Wheeler (Voyage de Dalmatic, 
de Grece, &c. tom. i, p. 64-70. Journey into Greece, p. 8-14)1 
the last of wbrnn, by mistakiiig S.ttertia for Sistertii, values an arck 
with statues and columns at twelve pounds. If, in his time, there 
were no trees near Zara, the cherry-trees were not yet planted which 
produce our incomparable maratquin, 

StiTis Arpad. tom. iv. p. 
..36-558) collects all the facts and testimonies most adverse W the* 
vonguerors of Zara. 
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their horses, troops, and military engines ; and 
compelled the inhabitants, after a defence of five 
days, to surrender at discretion : their lives were 
spared, but the revolt was punished by the pillage 
of their houses and the demolition of their walls. 
The season was far advanced the French and 
Venetians resolved to pass the wintm- in a secure 
harbour and plentiful country ; but their repose 
was disturbed by national and tumultuous quarrels 
of the soldiers and mariners. The conquest of 
2iara had scattered the seeds (d* discord and scan- 
dal : the arms of the allies had been stained in 
their outset with the blood, not of infidels, but 
of Christians : the king of Hungary and his new 
subjects were themselvesenlisted under the banner 
of the cross ; .^pd ^ scruples of the devout, were 
magnified h^ the fear or lassitude of tt^ reluctant, 
pilgrims. The pope had excommunicated the 
false crusaders who had pillaged and massacred 
their brethren,*’ and only the marquis Boniface 
and Simon of Montfort escaped these spiritual 
thunders ; the one by his absence from tiie siege, 
the other by his final departure from the camp. 
Innocent might absedvethe simple and submissive 
penitents of France ; but he was provoked by the 
stubborn reason of the Venetians, who refused to 
confess their guilt, to accept their pardon, or to 
allow, in their temporal concerns, the interposi- 
tion of a priest. 


^ Sw a* whols traouction, and the sentiments of th» pope, in the 
EpisUest^Xonocent ill. Oes^a. c. S6, S7, SB. 


201 

CHAP. 

LX. 



202 TttE DECLINE AND PALL 

CHAP. The assembly of such formidable powers by sea 

and land had revived the hopes of young* 

^ ^ -1 • • 

Alliance of Alexius ; and, both at Venice and Zara, he soli- 

cited the arms of the crusaders, for his own re- 

the Greek gtoratiou and his father’s"* ' deliverance. The 

prince, the 

joung royal youth was recommended by Philip king of 
Alexius. . jjjg prayers and presence excited the 

compassion of the camp ; and his cause was em- 
braced and pleaded the marquis of -Maffltfer- 
rat and the doge of Venice. A double alliance, 
and the dignity of Caesar, had connected with 
ti^’isq^erkd family the two elder brothers of Bo- 
nifecfe :* ^«x{k^ted toMderive a kingdom from 
the important service; and the more generous 
ambition of Dandolo was eager to secure the in- 
estimable benefits of trade and dominion that 
might accrue to Jiis country,* Their influence 


* A modern reader is surprised to hear ef the valet de ConsUnti* 
pople as applied to young Alexius, on account of his youth, like the 

of Spdn, and the wAUitnmvs jnter of the Romans. The pages 
and vakU of the knights were as noble as theuiselves (Villehardouin 
and Ducangc, No. 36). 

* The emperor Isaac is styled by Villehardouin, Sursac (No. 35, 
Ac.), which maj be derived from the French Sire, or the Greek Ktf 
ixv^ios) melted into us proper name; the farther corruptions of Tuf* 
sac and Con.scrac will instruct us what licence may have been used in 
the old dynasties of Assyrhi and Egypt. 

* Reinier and Conrad ; the former married Marfa, daughter of the 
emp«ror Manuel COTinenus, the latter was the husband of Theodo- 
ra Angela, sister cf the emperors Isaac and Alexius. Conrad aban- 
doned the Greek court and princes for the glory of defending Tyre 
against Saladin (Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 187, 203). 

* Nicetas (in Alexio Comneno, 1. in, c. 9) accuses the doge and Ve- 

neUans as the first authors of the war against Constantinople, and 
fODsiders only as a xufi* npfutrt, the arrival and shameful ofStrs 
ef the royal exile. ♦ 
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procured a favourable audience for the ainbassa* cHap. 
dors of Alexius ; and if the magnitude of his 
offers excited some suspicion, the motives and 
rewards which he displayed might justify the de- 
lay and diversion of those forces which bad been 
consecrated to the deliverance c^ilenisalem. He 
prcnnised, in his own and his father’s name, that 
as soon as they should be seated on the throne of 
Constantinople, they would terminate the long 
schism of the Greeks, and submit themselves and 
their people to tlie lawful supremacy of the Ro- 
mish church. He engaged to recompence the 
labours and merits of the crusaders, by the im- 
mediate payment of two hundred thousand marks 
of silver; to accompany them in person to Egypt; 
or, if it should be judged more advantageous, to 
maintain, during a year; ten thousand men, and, 
during his life, five hundred knights, for the ser- 
vice of the Holy land. These tempting condi- 
tions were accepted by the republic of Venice ; 
and the eloquence of the doge and marquis j)er- 
suaded the counts of Flanders, Blois, and St. Pol, 
with eight barons of France, to join in the glo- 
rious enterprise. A treaty of offensive and defen- 
sive alliance w^as confirmed by their oaths and 
seals ; and each individual, according to his situa- 
tion and character, was swayed by the hope of 
public or private advantage ; by the honour- of 
restoring an exiled monarch ; or by the sincere 
and probable opinion, that their efforts in Pale- 
stine would be fruitless and unavailing, and that 
the acquisition of Constantinople must precede 
and prepare the recovery of Jerusalem. But they 
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CHAP, were the chiefs or equdls of a valiant band of frec- 
men and volunteers, who thousrht and acted for 
themselves : the soldiers and clergy were divided ; 
and, if a large msyority subscribed to the alliance, 
the numbers and arguments of the dissidents were 
strong and respectable.® The boldest hearts were 
appalled by the report of the naval power and 
impregnable strength of Constantinople; and 
their apprehensions were dwgiiised'to ^eWorld* 
and perhaps to themselves, by the more d«5ent 
objecticHis of religion and duty. They alleged 
B -vow,' which had drawn them 
from hmnes to the rescue of the 

holy sepulchre t itor afaodidlh^thirli^wd crooked 
councils of human policy divert them from a pur- 
suit, the event of which was in the hands of the 
Almighty. Their first offence, the attack of 
Zara, had been severely punished by the reproach 
of their conscience and the censures of the pope ; 
nor would they again imbrue their hands in the 
blood of their fellow-christians. The apostle of 
Rome had pronounced; nor would they usurp 
the right of avenging with the sword the schism 
oi the Greeks, and the doubtful usurpation of the 
Byzantine monarch. On these principles or pre- 
tences, many pilgrims, the most distinguished for 
their valour and piety, withdrew from the camp ; 
and their retreat was less pernicious than the open 
or secret opposition of a discontented party, that 

* Villehardouin and Guntber reprevent the sentlnKiits of tbe two 
parties. The abbot Martin left the army at Zara, proceeded to Pales- 
tine, was sent amba.s^ador to Constantinople, and became a reluctant 
witness of the second sie^e. 
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laboured, on every occasion, to separate theanoj chap. 
and disappoint the enterprise. 

Notwithstandi^this defpqtion, the departure voy^ 
of the fleet and army was vigorously prised 
the Venetians ; whose zeal for the sei^lce pf the‘*"“P!,®’ 

1 m 11 * ’ ^ *» 03 > 

royal youth concealed a just to hisApriiT- 

nation^vad ft»B!Mly- -.Thsy ,w«» mortified by **■ 

repent preference which had been given to Pisa, 
the rival of their trade ; they had a long arrear 
of debt and injury to liquidate with the 3^^^- 
tine court ; and Dandplo m^ht not discourage 
the popular tale, that he had been deprived of his 
eyes by the emperor Manuel, who perfidiously 
violated the sanctity of an ambassador. A similar 
armament, for ages, had not rode the Adriatic ; 
it was composed of one hundred and twenty flat- 
bottpmed vessels orpa/ander^fortbehorses ; twp 
hundred and forty transports filled with men and 
arms ; seventy storesliips laden with Revisions ; 
and fifty stout gallics, well prepared for the en- 
counter of an enemy ■*' While the wind w as fa- 
vourable, the sky serene, and tlie water smooth, 
every eye was fixed with wonder and delight on 
the scene of military and naval pomp which over- 
spread the sea. The shields of the knights and 
squires, at once an ornament and a defence, 
were arranged on either side of the ships ; the 


^ The birth and dignity of Andrew Dandolo gave him the motive 
and the means of searching in the archives of Venice the memorable 
story qf his ancestor. Hi» brevity seems to accuse the copious and 
more recent narratives of Sanudo (in Muralori, Script- Renim Italw 
«arum, tom, xxii), Blondus, SabelUcii , and lihamniisii:';. 
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CHAP, banners of the nations and families were displayed 
from the stern ; our modern artillery was sup- 
plied by three hundred engines for casting stones 
and darts : the fatigues of the way were cheered 
with the sound of music ; and the spirits of the 
adventurers were raised by the mutual assurance, 
that forty thousand Christian heroes were equal 
to the conquest of the world.* In the navigation^ 
from Venice and Zara, the fleet was success- 
/ fully steered by the skill and experience of the 
Venetian pilots ; at Durazzo, the confederates 
first landed on the territories of the Greek em- 
pire : the fek Corfti afforded a station and re- 
pose ; they doubled without aecident the perilous 
cape of Malea, the southern point of Pelepminesus 
or the Morea ; made a descent in the islands rf 
Negropont and Andros; and cast anchor at Aby- 
dus on the Asiatic side of the Hellespont. These 
preludes of conquest were easy and bloodiets; 
the tiw provinces, without patriotisiri 

courage, were crushed by an irresistible force; 
the {wesenceofthe lawful heir might justify their 
obedience ; and it was rewarded by the modesty 
and discipline of the Latins. As they penetrated 
through the Hellespont, the magnitude of their 
navy was compressed in a narrow channel ; and 

* Villehftrdoain, No, 62. His feelings and expressions are origi- 
nal ; he often weeps, but he rejoices in the glories and perils of wsur 
with a spirit unknown to a sedentary writer. 

^ In this voyage almost all the geographical names are corrupted bf 
the Latins. The modern appellation of Chalcis, and all Euboaa, i« 
derived from its Euripta, Evripo, Ifegri^, Ifcgropont, which di»- 
honsuw our maps (d’AnviUe, Geographic Ancienne, tom. 1, p. 263). 
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tlic face of the waters was darkened with innu- chap. 
merahle sails. They again expanded in the bason 
of the Propontis, and traversed that placid sea, 
till they approached the European shore, at the 
abbey of St; Stephen, three leagues to the west 
of Constantinople. The prudent doge dissuaded 
them fi-om dispersing themselves in a populous 
and hostile land ; and, as their stock of provi- 
sions was reduced, it was resolved, in the season 
of harvest, to replenish their store-ships in the 
fertile islands of the Propontis. With thisresolu- 
lution, they directed their course ; but a strong 
gale, and their own impatience, drove them to 
the eastward; and so near did they run to the 
shore and the city, that some vollies of stones and 
darts were exchanged between the ships and the 
rampart. As they passed along, gazed with 
admiration on the capital o£ the East, or, as.it 
should seem, of the earth ; rising from her seven 
hills, and towering over the continents of Eu- 
rope and Asia. The swelling domes and lofty 
spires of five hundred palaces and t:hurches were 
gilded by the sun and reflected in the waters ; 
the walls were crowded with soldiers and spec- 
tators, whose numbers they beheld, of whose 
temper they were ignorant ; and each heart was 
chilled by the reflection, that, since the beginning 
of the world, such an enterprise had never been 
undertaken by such an handful of warriors. But 
the momentary apprehension was dispelled by 
hope and valour ; and every man, says the mar- 
slial of Champagne, glanced his eye on his sword 
or lance which he must speedily use in the glo- 
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®«AP. rious conflict.* Tbe Latins cast anchor be- 
Chalcedon ; the mariners only were left in 
the vessels ; the soldiers, horses, and arms, were 
safely landed ; and in the luxury of an imperial 
palace, the barons tasted the first fruits of their 
success. On the third day, the fleet and army 
moved towards Scutari, the Asiatic suburb of 
Constantinople ; a detachment of five hundred 
Greek horse was surprised and defhafiSd hy four* 
score French knights ; and in a halt of nine days^ 
the camp \ was plentifully supplied with forage 
and iimehdnBs. 

the havasion of a great empire, it 
of the em-- may seem strange that 1 have not described the 
* obstacles which should have checked tbe progress 
of the strangers. The Greeks, in truth, were an 
unwarlike people ; but they were rich, industiv 
ous, and subject to the will of a single man : had 
that man been capable of fear, when his enesEdes 
ada'^stdhise, «*•' of courage, when theyap- 
pStoUched his person. The first rumour of his 
nephews alliance with the French and Venetians 
was despised by the usurper Alexius; his flatterers 
persuaded him, that in his contempt he was bold 
and sincere ; and each evening’, in the close of tbe 
banquet, he thrice discomfited the barbarians of 
the West. . These barbarians had been justly ter- 
rified by the report of his naval power ; and the 
sixteen hundred fishing-boats of Constantinople” 

' Et sachiez que il ne ot «i hard} cui le cuer ne fremist (c. 67), . • - 
Chains regardoit ses armes. ... que par terns en aront mestierltc. 6S> 
•uch is the honesty of courage* ♦ 

Eandem urbem plus in solis na^eibus pU^torum abundar** 

quaiK 
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eonid have manned a fleet, to silik them in the 
Adriatic, or stop their entrance in the mouth of 
the Hellespmit. finrce may be annihilated 

by the n^Kg^ce of the prince and the ■miality 
of his Bkmi^ers. The great duke, admiral, 
made ascandaieas^ almost a pubhGyi^i:kh) ^ the 
8ail%^^i#4na^ mid tifaeriggmgt the royal foraAE' 
wferft reserved for the more important purpose of 
the chace ; and the trees, says Nicetas, were 
guarded by the eunuchs, like the groves of reli* 
giotis worship.* Frcna Mi dre^ of pride, Alexius 
was awakened hy thfe siege of Zara and the rapid 
advances of the Latins : as soon as he saw the 
danger was real, he thought it inevitable, and his 
vain presumption was lost in abject despondency 
and despair. He niflered these contemptible 
bariharians to {fltcb their citoip As tbe- the 

palace; and hi» sp^henrions Were tlAUy di0>, 
guised by the pomp and menace of a suppliant 
embassy. The sovereign of the Romans was 
astonished (his ambassadors were instructed to 
say) at the hostile appearance of the strangers. 
If these pi^rims were sincere in their vow for the 
delfvennm of Jentsal^ hk voice 
and his treasures should amist, th^r pious derign; 
but should they darn to invade the sanctuary of 
epapire, their numbers, were they ten times more 
considerable, should not protect them from his 

jfu^ ttlof in toto navigfo. Habebet enim mUle et sexoentM |>iseafoHft 
• Bellicas autem sive mercatorias habebant mflnitae mul- 
titudibiis portmn tutissimuxn. Guntheft Hist. C. P. c. 8, p. 10. 

' ' WST; 

* Afm mXm^f litrfiv za* ttecpuluruf 

,Mnm. Hkwtai ia Ates. Cetqatao, 1. ni, c. 9, p. 34S. 
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CHAP, just resentment. 




Pusage of 
the Bos- 
phorus, 
Jul7 8. 


The answer of the doge and 
barons was simple and magnanimous. “ In tbe 
“ cause of honour and justice,” they said, “ we 
“ despise the usurper of Greece, his threats, and 
“ his offers. Our friendship and Air allegiance are 
“ due to the lawful heir, to the young prince who 
“ is seated among us, and to his father, the efil- 
“ peror Isaac, who has been depdv^ of his 
“ sceptre, bis fee^oiD, and hiaej|%s^4i;MiiBerime 
“ of an ungrateful brother. Let that bn^ar 
“ confess his guilt, and implore forgiveness, and 
will intercede, that he maybe 
“ iKrialtiidf^^rlhse in and security. 

“ But let him not iiffi«dt>iiA-^^;a^^.^ecmid mes- 
“ sage ; our reply will he made in mrms^' m the 
“ palace of Constantinople.” 

On the tenth day of their encampment at S<»- 
tari, the crusaders prepared themselves, as std-' 
diers and as catholics, for the passage of theSld- 

was broad and rapid ; in a calm the ciff- 


Sujd^ migl^.ifarive down the liquid 
and unextinguishable fires of the Greeks; and 
the opposite shores of Europe were defended by 
seven thousand horse and foot in formidabte W- 
ray. On this memorable day, which h^qjenrf 
to_be bight and pleasant, the Latins were distri- 
buted in sIk battles or divisions; the first, or van- 
guard, was led by the count of Flanders, one *rf 
the most powerful of the duristian princes in the 
skjll and number 'of his cPoss-bow. The fotB 
successive battles of tiie French were commanded 
by his brother Henry, the counts of St Pol and 
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Blois, and Matthew of Montmorency, the last of c h ap . 
whom was honoured by the voluntary service of 
the marshal and of Champagne. The 

sixth division,^ the rear-guard and reserve of the 
army, was conducted by the marquis df Mont- 
ferratj'at the: fae^dof the Germutsdid LoinbaPd^. 
Theotogpos, ^saddled/ with thew long caparisom . 
dragging on the ground, were embarked in the 
palanders 1° and the knights stood by the 
side of their horses, in complete armouP, their 
hehnets laced, and their lances in their hands. 

Their numerous train of serjeants^ and archers 
occupied the transports ; and each transport was 
towed by the strength and swiftness of a galley. 

The six divisions traversed the Bosphorus, with- 
out encoUnteiwg an ^aemy or an obstacle ; to 
land the foremost was 

die was the resdution, of every diviri^imd"^ 
every soldier. Jealous of the pre-eminence of 
danger, the knights in their heavy armour leaped 
into the sea, when it rose as high as their girdle ; 
the Serjeants and archers were animated by their 
valour 't and the squires, letting down the draw- 

■ V. I », 

* From the version of VIgnere. 1 adopt the weR-sounding vnad 
palandcT, which is still used, 1 believe, in the Mediterranean. But 
had I written in French, I should heve prererred the original and 
expressive denominations of vtnitn, or inner,, from the knit, or 
door, which was let down as a draw-bridge ; but which, at sea, waa 
eloeed into the aide o<* the ship. See Ducangc au ViUebardouin, No. 

14, and Joinville, p. 37, 38, edit, du Louvre. 

* To avoid the vague expressions of followers, &c. I use, aRer 
TiltAMdouin, the word terjeanta, for all horsemen who were not 

- There were seijeants at arms, and seijeants at law ; and, 

Sf we V^^ie parade and Westminster-hall, we may observe the 
strange residt of the distinction (Ducange, Glossar. Latin. ServknUa, 

Aet tom. vi, p, 

P 2 
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CHAP, brumes of the palanders, led the horses to tBe 
shore. Before the squadrons could mount, a!*d 
form, and couch their lances, the seventy thou- 
sand Greeks had vanished from their sight ; the 
timid Alexius gave the example to his troops ; 
and it was only by the plunder of his rich paW- 
lions that the Latins were informed that they h»i 
fought against an emperor. In the first cmi- 
stemation of the flying enem3^, tlj^*fedfiW&d, by 
a double attack, to open the entrance of the bar- 
bUw. ■ The tower of Galata,’ in the suburb df 
nttacked and stormed by the French, 
whHe flie^^iS^tiaDS a^tned the more difficult 
task of forcing the boOttf^^ wr'cfedn, that was 
stretched from that tower to the Byzantine short. 
A^er some fruitless attempts, their intrepid pdf- 
severance prevailed : twenty ships of war, 
relics of the Grecian navy, were either sunk dr 


taken : the ra<u*annis and massy links c^lf^ 

f^Hght, of the galiies;' and the Venetian fleet, 
rode at anchor in the port 
of Constantinople. By these daring achieve- 
ments, a remnant of twenty thousand Lattos 


» It i* needless to observe, that on the subject of Gtdata, ft* «*«•>»? 
Ac. Oucan^ is accurate and full. Consult likevrise the proper chap- 
tenitt the CP. Christiana of the same author. The inhabitants of 
Oalaia wa« so vinn and ignorant, that they apj^ed to thenaeiws 
Paul's epistle to the Galatiana. 

' The vessel that broke Uie chain was nsmp^ {j^e Eagle, 
tDandoI. Chronicon. p. 3*2), which Kimdua (de Gestia Venel.) baa 
into Aquilo, the narth-wind. Dm^a^ Ohservatiqaia, Ko- 
maintains the latter reading; but be Elk not seen the reqie^ 
able text of Dandolo, nor did he enough consider the topegrafAy 
of the harbour. The south.ea« would have been a inofe eSb^oal 
wind. 
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solicited the liceoce of besiegiag a capital whu^ chap/ 
contained above fovo* hundred thous^d ihhabi> 
tants,' able, th(»|^not- willing, to bear arms in"^*^ 
the defence liieir ceunbty. Such op account 
would indeed suppose a population of near two 
millions; but whatever plmteinfnh^Biaor be 
quB^ Jn,^ ^ tbehahigf 

of those numbers will equally exalt the fearless 
spirit of their assailants. 

In the choice of the attack, the frmicd} and^>”tees» 
Venetians were divided by their habits ofiife ahd^es^' 
warfare. The former affirmed with truth, that^^j^y*" 
Constantinople was most accessible on the side of^^e Latins, 
the sea and the harbour. The latter might assert 
with honour, that they had long enou|^ busted 
their lives and %riunes^to a frail bark and a pre- 
carkns element, and loudly demanded a trial of 
knighthood, a firm ground and a close onset, 
either on foot or horseback. After a prudent 
compromise, of employing the two nations by 
sea and land, in the service best suited to tlieir 
character, the fleet covering the army, they both 
proceeded from the entrance to the extremity of 
the harbour : the stone bridge of the river was 
hastily repwed; and the six battles of the French 
formed their encampment against the front of the 

' Qaatre cens mil homes ou plus (Villebardouin, No. 1^), must 
Jbe nadentood of mm of a military age. Le Beau (Hist, du Bas Em- 
^re> tom. xx, p. 417) allows Constantinople a million of inhabitants, 
of wham 60,000 horse, and an indnite number of foot stddiers. In 
it» l^fCMnt decay, the capital of the Ottoman empire may contain 
400,1100 Mads (Bell’s Travels, voL 11, p. 401, 408) t but as the Turks 
keep no reglitiBs, and as circumstances are fallacious, it is impossible 
to ascertain CNIebuhr, Voyage eo Arabic, twn. i, p. 18, 19) the real 
populousnow of their cities. 

P 3 
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CHAP, capital^ the basis of the triangle which runs about 
four^ioiles from the port to the Propontis.* On 
the edge of a broad ditch, at the foot of a lofty 
rampart, they 1^ leisure to contemplate the dif- 
ficulties of their eiit«9Pprise. The gates to the 
right and left of their narrow camp poured forth 
frequent sallies of cavalry and light-infantry,whit^ 
cut off their stragglers, swept the ^jOTtry of pro- 
visions, sounded the ahufs^'^fi^e or six- the 

course of each day, and com|)eWed them to plant 
a pallisade, and sink an entrenchment, for their 
In the supplies and convoys 
Irto fipnrinj; or the Franks 
too voracious j 'lhe'ustel'eiEfeB^aisSts erf hunger 
and scarcity were beard, and perhaps felt : their 
stock of flour would be exhausted in three weeks^ 
and tlieir disgust of salt meat tempted them to 
taste the flesh of their horses. The trembliiifg 
usurper was supjwrted by Theodore Lascarii^Ji® 

aspired to save 

iih^fto riile his country ; the Greeks, regwdless 
^ awakened to the defence of 

their religion’; but their firmest hope was in the 
strength and spirit of the Varangian guards, o^ 
the Danes and English, as they are named in Ihe 
writers of the times." After ten days incessant 
-% 

* On the muMebmet of Constantinople, 1 know not how to 
measure mire flUui 4000 paces. Yet Villehardouin eoiriputes the 
apace at three leagntt tNo. 80). If bis eye were not fleeelvefl, he 
must reckon by the old GeSie leagoe at 1400 paces, whidi mi^f atiS 
he used in Champagne. ' ' 

■ The gturds, the Varan^, are s^led by VMehardouhi (Xo. 89- 
A<&y, En^is et Oands asee feora hachee. ' Whateiver bad been 
their oripn, a French pilgrim could not be mistaken in the natioitf 
ef which they were at that time composed. 
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labour, the ground was levelled, the ditch filled, 
the approaches of the besiegers were regularly 
made, and twe^lBaybed^d fifty engines of as- 
sault exa«s0d i&eir vmions powers to ^eair the 
rampart, to batter the walls, and to «^the foun- 
dati^ On ^ first^?effiU»l|(^#« teeodi, 

.we 

defended the vantage ground repulsed ^ 
oppressed the adventurous Latins ; but they 
admired the resolution of fifte^ toighte and 
seiQeants, who had gained thie ascent, and main- 
tained their perdous station till they were preci- 
pitated or made prisoners by the imperial guards. 

On the side of the harbour the naval attack;, was 
more successfully conducted by the Venetians ; 
andtitot industnous people employed every re- 
amice that was known and pnictiaad before the 
invention of guP^wder. A double .liBft three 
bow-shots in front, was formed by the gallies and 
ships ; and the swift motion of the former was 
supported by the weight and loftiness of the 
latter, whose decks, and poops, and turret, were 
the platforms of military engines, that discharged 
their died over the heads of the first line. The 
soldiers, who leaped from the galUes on shore, 
immediately planted and ascended their scaling- 
ladders, while the large ships, advancing more 
slowly into the intervals, and lowering a draw- 
bridge, opened a way through the air from their 
to the rampart. In the inidst of the con- 
flict the doge, a venerable and conspicuous 
form, Etood aloft in complete armour on the 

p 4 



Sid 

prow qf his galley. great standard of Sk* 

^ Mai^was displayed before him ; his threats, i»qt 
m^ea» and exhortations, urged the diligence 
|]^ rowers ; his vessel was, the first that stru^) 
and Dandolo was first warrior on the shorei' 
The nations aJtnired the inagnaninfity of tbq 
blind old mao, withouFT^flecting that his ag|,^ 
and n^npities diminished the prk« itfe, and 
enfianaed tl^ a 

audden, by an invisible fiapd (for the standard^: 

probably slain), the banner of thq 
on t^he rampart : twenty-fiva 

expedient of fire, .th6t€^s B^B 5--iif||g ^ ,driven froinr< 
the adjacent quarter. The doge had dispatched 
the mtelUgeuce of his success, when he was checl^v 
ed by the danger of his confederates. Nobler 
declaring, that he would rather die with the ^ 

by their destrut^TO® . 

iatf-hastened to the scene of action. 

ei>coin|»saed by sixty squadrons (d the Gr^ 
cavalr^"^, the least of which was more nqnaei^ita 
than the largest of their divisions. Shame sad 
despair had provoked Alexius to the last efiM 
of a>g^ttraL ^iy ; but he was awed by the firm 
or^r anA.B^pih^ A^teet of the Latins ; and* 
skirmishing at adi^ao^, withdrew hk tro^ hi 
the close ol the evening. “[Rie ^lence or tumuli 
oC.the, night exasperated bis frara: a^ the tunid 
tirarj^, eelieeting a treasure qf ten ^us^d 
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}>oundsof gold, basely deserted hiswife,hki people, chap* 
and his fortune, threw hUnseif into a bark, stole 
through the and kmded in shameful 

safety in an pfa^re harbour of Tlwape, A 9 
soon a^ ^ey were apprised of his flight £be6ree& 
noblea sought paidoa and pea(^% ^ diii^;o<Bt 
‘ Isatm ewpeetadeach the visil 

o£.;f^ executioner. Again saved and exalted by 
the vicissitudes of fortune, the captive, in his im- 
perial robes, was replaced on the throng aeld snr* 
rounded with prostrtdn.^ves, whose real terror 
and affected joy he was incapable of discerning. 

At the dawn of day hostilities w ere suspended ; 
and the Latin chiefs were surprised by a message 
from the lawful and reigning emperor, who was 
impatient to embrace his son, and to reward his 
generous deliverers.* * 

But these generousdetiverenwerewiwiBtoglloRestort- 
release their hostage till they had obtained from em^ror 
, bis father the payment, or at least the promise, of ^ 
their recompense. They chose four ambassadors, his son 
Matthew of Montmorency, our historian the mar- jjyip! 
shal of Champagne, and two Y enetians, tocongra- 
tutotetiiempeFor. The gates wdse thrown open 
on their approach, the streets on both sides were 
, lined with the battle-axes of the Danish and Eng- 


* For the first siege end conquest of Constantinople, we may read 
Ute origfcial letter of the crusaders to Innocent 111 . Gesta, e. 91, 
p- S33, SS4. Villebardouin, Mo. 7i>-99. Nicetas in Alexio Cooinen. 
L ^ C. 10, p. 349-afi3. Dandolo, in Chron. 392. Gunther, and 
Martin, were not yet returned from their obstinate pil- 
grimage at'Jerusalem, or St. John d’Acre, where the greatest part of 
the com^aiqr had died of the plague- 
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CHAP. lish giHiPd ; the presence-chamber glittered with 
ffold and jewels, the false substitutes of virtue and 
p&weiT ; by the side of the blind Isaac his wife 
was seated, the sister of the king of Hungary; 
and by her appearance, the noble matrons (tf 
Greece were drawn from their domestic retire- 
ment, and mingled with the circle of senators 
and soldiers. The Latins, by the mcuth of the 
marshal, spoke like aami»cansck)im4ifii^Pimerit^ 
but who respected the work of their own hands; 
mul- Ihie emperor clearly understood, that h^ 

Venice and the pilgrims 
'hesitation or delay. 
Withdrawing into & )«rieiite'-dbip4^with tte 
empress, a chamberlain, an interpreter, and the 
lour ambassadors, the father of young Alexius 
inquired with some anxiety into the nature of 
his stipulations. The submission of the Ea^mm 
empire to the p<^, the snccour of the Holyiiii^ 

two hundred thou- 
%iif ' marks of silver — “ These conditions me 


to-f«l>tident reply ; « they are 
® hard to accept, and difficult to perfiwm. ‘ But 
** no conditions can exceed the measure of ymm 
** services and deserts.” After this satisffichtfjr 
assurance, the barons mounted on horseba^, and 
introduced the heir of Constantinople to the city 
and palaoci' His youth and marvellous advmitures 
engaged every in his favour, and ^exit^ 
was solemnly crowned with fab father in the dome 
Sophia. In tfae first A*ys of fab reign, the 
P^Ie, already blessed with the restoration of 
plenty and peace, was delighted by the joyful 
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jeatastrophe of the tragedy ; and the discontent chap. 
of the nobles, tiieir recret. and their fears, 
were covered surface of pleasure 

and loyalty' The' mixture of two dkli^rdaid 
nations In the same capital m%]d^ felre'been 
pregnant * with "widlflie 

sufciSSlW^ateta, ‘dlK assigned for Hfig 

qs^Brters of the French and Venetians. But the 
liberty of trade and familiar intercourse was al- 
lowed between the friendly nations; nhd' each 
day tW pilgrims were tempted, by devotion or 
curiosity, to visit the churches and palaces of Con- 
stantinople. Their rude minds, insensible per- 
haps of the finer arts, were astonished by the 
magnificent scenery ; and the poverty of their 
native towns .mdianced the populousness and 
riches of the first metropolis of Christendom.’ 
Descending from his state, young Mexii^hyrai 
prompted by interest and gratitude to repeat hi§ 
frequent and familiar visits to his Latin allies; 
and in the freedom of the table, the gay petu- 
lence of the French sometimes forgot the empe- 
ror of ttfe East.* In their most serious confer- 
ences, it'' was agreed, teiat the reunion of the 

> Compare, in the rode energy of ViUehordouin (Mo. 66, 100) the 
inside and outside view* of Constantinople, and their impression on 
the minds of the pil^ms : cette ville (says be) que de toutes les au- 
tres dre souveraine. See the parallel passages of Fulcheriua Camo- 
tensis. Hist. Hierosol. I. i, c. 4 , and Will. Tyr. ii, 3, xx, 26. 

As they played at dice, the Latins took off his diadem, and elap. 
ped.te his head a woollen or hairy cap, r, faymJMtrfont **i ny~ 
attfia (Nicetas, p. 368). If these merry compa* 
niona W^Vanetians, it was the insolence of trade and a cominqsi, 

Jtealth. • 
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twactoirches must be tiie result of patieiuie and 
time; but avarice was less tractable than zeal; 
smda large sum was instantly disbursed to appease 
the wants, and silence the importunity, of the 
crusaders.® Alexius was alarmed by the apf. 
proaohing hour of their departure r tiieir absence 
might have relieved him from the engagement 
which he was yet incapable of perfarnung ; but 
his fiiends would have left him^ . ai^ 

alone, to the caprice and prejudke of a perfidious 
natiqp- -lie wishecfto bribe their stay, the delay 

; to defray their expence». 
; 'iiaine». the freight of the 
Venetian vessels. The «^tevra«(fi|^ted in the 
council of the barons ; and, after s fepetitioo <4 
their debates and scruples, a majority of voteft 
again acquiesced in the advice of the doge, and tlntf 
prayer of the young emperor. At the prke of 
sixteen hundred pounds of gold, he prevadedsuiu 
Montfianeat to lead him with an 
amy round the provinces of Europe; to ests;* 
fai|slL hli.aidhhii^» and pursue bk uncle, whidie 
Constantinople was awed by the presence of 
Baldwin, and his confederates of France and 
Flanders. The expedition was successful;' the 
blind emperor exulted in the success of hk arm^ 
and Iktened to the predictions of his flatter®*. 


•ViUeWdouiii, K^roi, Quidflo, p. 382. The doge effinafc 
that the Venetians weie p&id more slovi; than the French ;!»»*• 
•wns that the histories of the two nations difiered on that sntgect. 
Bad be read Villehardouin ? The Gredks etmtplained, however,, 
toUiaOrseeie opes transtnlisaet (Gunther, , Bist. C, F. c. ^ 
llta hwhmtatipas and invectivea «f Bicetas (p. 355). 
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that the same providence which had raised him chak. 
from the dungeon to the throne would' heal his , 
gout, restore i^tvatch o^ the long 

prosperity iff tfts reign. Yet the mind of sus- 

picious did ‘man was tormented by ffie rising 
gloria of his -«m \ nor cmdd' idi 'cond^ 
froiial.%?<d^iy,' that whae hit oWn name 
prifhiounced in faint and reluctant adclamations, 
the royal youth was the theme of spontaneous 
and universal praise.*" r-, . !;•» 

By the recent invasion, the Greeks were awak-<i“”Td«* 

‘ • • r- .the Greeks 

ened from a dream of mne centuries; from the vain and Lauas. 
presumption that the capital of the Roman empire 
was impregnable to foreign arms. The strmigms 
of the West had violated the city, and bestowed 
the sceptre*df Oenstmitiiie; their imperial clients 
«xm beanie aii‘ unpopuliir ^ - the 

well-knownvTcesof Isaac w^ rendeted stUFo^re 
contemptible by his infirmities, and the young 
Alexius was hated as an apostate, who had re- 
nounced the manners and religion of his country. 

His secret covenant with the Latins was divulg- 
ed of mspected ; the people, and especially the 
d^gyi ware devoutly attached to iheir fidth and 
superstition ; and every convent, and every shoj^ 
r^ounded with the dagger of the church, and the 
t3rranny of the pope.* An empty treasury could 

reign of Alexius Comnenus occupies three books in Nicetas^ 
p. The short restoration of Isaac and bis Is dispatch* 

ed chapters, p. 352-362. 

'ifhrta Kicetas reproaches Alexius for his impious league, he be« 
atdWB names on the pope's new religion ftu^of ac«* 

VAfram. •. trmfutfftxnr mswi • •• rm th n«r» naunfu-ir . . , 

e4tr«Arj|r^ 

%, . ■ 
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CHAP, ill the demands of regal luxury and fo- 

rdgii extortion ; the Greeks refused to ave by 
a generai tax, the impoiding evils of servitucfe 
and pillage; the oppression of the rich exc'led 
a more dangerous and personal resentment ; mri 
if the emperor melted the plate, and despoiled tte 
images, of the sanctuary, he seemed to justify the 
complaints of heresy and sacrilege. , Curing the 
absmice of marquis ..Boni&ce and Ua d^erial 
pupil, Constantinople was visited with a calami^ 
„whk^ might be justly imputed to the zeal and 
. . . Flemish pilgrims.'* In one 

-^:tlH^^()y[^|^J;^,citjri»^ they were scandalized 
by the aspect of amosch.Of.iiyaagogue, in which 
one god was worshipped, without a partner ora 
son. Their effectual mode of controversy was te 
attack the infidels with the sword, and their har 
bitation with fire ; but the infidels, and scune 
Christian neighbours, premmed to defend thcir 

the flames which bi- 
^Ijcrtry had kindled consumed the most orthodox 
and,i^Qeent ^rpetures. '"During eight days wri 
nights, the conflagration spread above a league 
in front, from the harbour to the Propontis, over 
the thickest and most populous regions;, ofithe 
city. It is not easy to count the stately churches 
^nt were reduced to a smoking ruin^ 

fimtuM Ti *»• lurmrm^n TtmraijiMt fmfutmi lAn (jw 348^ Sacb 
was the sincere langMge of evoy Greek to the last gasp of the em- . 
pire. 

■* Nicetas (p. 355) is positive h* the diarge, and ^eci6eB *e 
tewthigs ifktMMtsy, Omofgx he is wnhig in siq^oUi^ it an aneh® 
a»me. ViBehardouin (No. )07> exculpates the barons, and is Igogr 
rant (perhaps alUctedly ignorant) of the names of the guilty. 
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to value the merchaodise that perished in the chap. 

streets, or . te, number the families that 
were involved.^ destruction. By 

tliife outrag^,iWhich the doge and the l^iions in 
vain to disclaim, the name. Lstjns 

becamte^fl^ ^bny: ^ 

tha||||^^f[K4^b0tre persons, 

jRSihed their safety in a hasty retreat from the city 
to the protection of thc’r standard in the suburb * 

of Pera. The emperor returned^,^ I^Mnph; 
but the firmest and nuxst dexterous policy would 
have been insufficient to steer him through the 
tempest, which overwhelmed the person and go- 
vernment of that unhappy youth. His own in- 
clination, and his father’s advice, attached him to 
his lienefactom; bnt Alexius hesitated between 
gysatitude patriotism, between the fear of his 
subjects and his allies.*; By his fedbJe and fluc- 
tuating conduct he lost the esteem and confidence 
of both ; and while he invited the marquis of 
Montferrat to occupy the palace, he suffered the 
nobles to conspire, and the people to arm, for 
the deliverance of their country. Regardless of 
his pah^l sUoation, the Latin chiefs repeated ' 
their demands, resented his delays, suspected his 
intentions, and exacted a decisive answer of peace 
or war. The haughty summons was delivered by 
threeFreuch knights and three Venetian deputies, 
who girded their swords, mounted their horaes, 

*-hanjare the suspicions and complaints of Nicetas (p. SSS-SSS} 
vhit fti y Wya charges of Baldn-in of Flanden (Gests Innocent iii, 
c. 9S, ^ sat)t cum pcteiarcha et mole nobilium, ndtis promissis per* 
hirus ct mmidi^ 
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CHAP, pierced fliPough the angary multitude, and entered 
***■ with a fearless countenance the palace and pre- 
sence of the Greek emperor. In a peremptory 
tone, they recapitulated their services and his 
engagements ; and boldly declared, that unlesy 
their just claims were fully and immediately sa^ 
fied, they should no longer hold him either 
sovereign of a friend. After this defiance, the 
. first that had etrer weitnded att they 

departed without betraying anysymptoms of fe^ - 
lmt,'^ttl^e^pe from a servile palace and a lu» 

ambassadors themselvd^ 
was the signal dP 

mutual hostility. ‘ 

The wer Among the Greeks, all authority *fnd WiMotii 
'rere overborne by the impetuous multitude, Wid 
mistook their rage for valour, their numbers!^ 
strength, and their fanaticism for the support aM 
inspiration of heaven. In the eyes of bofti fiffc 
titling and contemptible: the 
Ba^ and spurious race of the Angeli was reject^ 
#itb dhundtods dii^adu; ftid the people of C(^* 
stantinople encompassed the senate, to denied dt 
their hands a more worthy emperor. To eriSy 
senator, conspicuous by his birth ot dignity, 
successively presented the purple: by'each iwnaior 
the deadly garment was repulsed : the conrtert 
lasted thr^ dbys ; and we may learn fro9n#e 
historian Nicet^, one of the members -of thc 
a^nibly, that fear and weakness were the goar- 
^Bsas of their loyally. Aphantimi, who vanidh* 
ed:' in oblivion, was forcibly proebdmed by ^ 
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Ka’owd but the author of the tumult, and the c p. 
leader of the war was a prince of the house of^ ^ 
Dpcas ; and his common appellation of Alexius 
must be disi^iminated by the epithet of, Mour- 
zoufle,® which in the vulgar idiom expressed the 
close junction of his black and shaggy eye-brows. 

At once, a patriot and a courtier, the perfidmus 
Mourzoufle, who was not destitute of cunning 
and courage, opposed the Latins both in speech 
and action, inflamed the jiassions and prejudices 
of the Greeks, and insinuated himself into the 
favour and confidence of Alexius, who trusted 
him with the office of great chamberlain, and 
tinged his buskins with the colours of royalty. 

At the dead of night he rushed into the bed- 
chamber with an affright^ aspect, exclaiming, 
that the palace was attacked 1^ ^e people, and 
betrayed by the guards. Starting from his couch, 
the unsuspecting prince threw himself into the 
arms of his enemy, who had contrived his escape 
by a private staircase. But that staircase termi- 
nated in a prison ; Alexius was seized, stripped, 'her iitpo,.- 
and loaded with chains; and, after tasting somezoufte!*” 
days the bitterness of deatb> he was {Kiisoned, 
strangled, or beaten with clubs, at the command 
or in the presence of the tyrant. The emperor, 

Isaac Angelus soon followed his son to the grave, 

^ His name was Nicholas Canabus ; he deserved the praise of Nicetas 
vengeance of Mourzoufle ip. 302). 

• Vniehardouin (So. 116) speaks of him as a favourite, vrithou 
knondDg that he was a prince of the blood, Angdm and Ducat, Du- 
Mnge, who priei into every corner, h.licves him to be the son of Isaac 
Ducas Sebastocrator, and second cousin of young Alexiu'. 
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and Mourzoufle, perhaps, might spare the snper- 
fluods crime of hastening the extinction of irnpo* 
tence and blindness. 

fhe emperors, and the usurpation 
jiuai 7 - of Mourzoufle, had <dianged the nature of the 
quarrel. It was no longer the disagreement of 
allies who over-valued their services, or neglected 
their obligations : the French and Venetians for- 
got their complaints against Alexius, lllrBpft ate» 
on the untimely fate of their companion, and 
swore revenge against the perfidious nation who 
^Whcaroliiiied his assassin. Yet the prudent doge 
’#8S‘dti^lifi^lhielt*^imgociate; he asked as a debt, 
a subsidy, or a tine; fifty thousand pounds of 
gold, about two millions sterling; nor would the 
conference have been abruptly broken, if 
zeal or policy of Moorzoufle had not refused to 
sacrifice the Greek church to the safety of the 
state.* Amidst the invective of his forei^ ftid ^ 
we may discern, that he was 
■fiot ‘hnworthy of the character which he bad 
'dssuitted, ’rrf the public champion: the second 
siege of Constantinople was far more laborious 
than the first ; the treasury was replenished, and 
discipline was restored, by a severe inquisiti®adWo 
the abuses of the former reign ; and Mourzoufle, 
an iron mace in his hand, visiting the posts, and 
affecting the port and aspect of a warrior,, was 
an object of terror to his soldieri, at least, and 

* Thisnegociation, prpbablein itself, andattestedby Nicetas (p. 36^ 
is onitted as scandalgus by tbe delicacy of Dandolo aad Vaie^|e^ 
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to his kinsmeo. Before and after the death of chap. 

Alexius, the Greeks made two vigorous and well-^^^ 

conducted attemipts to burn the navy in the har- 
bour ; but the.xkUl and course of the Venetians 
repuls^ the fire-sliips, and the vs^ant dames 
wasted tibtemselves withput mjmjT the sea.* 

In u i^turmd sally the Glr^ek emperor was 
guished by Henry, brother of the count of Flan- 
ders ; the advantages of number and surprise ag- 
gravated the shame of his defeat ; his .buckler 
was fqund on the field of battle ; and the impe- 
rial standard,^ a divine image of the virgin, 
was presented, as a trophy and a relic, to the 
Cistercian monks, the disciples of St. Bernard. 

Near three months, without excepting, the holy 
season of Lent, were consumed in skirmishes and 
preparations, before the gr re- 

soIve<l for a general assault. The 
i tions had been found impregnable; and the Ve- 
netian pilots represented, that, on the shore of 
the Propontis, the anchorage was unsafe, and the 
ships must be driven by the current far away to 
the streights of the Hellespont ; a prospect not 
unpleasing to the reluctant pilgrims, whp sought 
every opportunity of breaking the army. From 
the harbour, therefore, the assault was deter- 

* Baldwin mentions both attempts to fire the fleet (Gest. c. 92, p. 
d34, ; VUlehardouin (No. 113-115 only describes the first. It 

is remarkable, that neither of these warriors observe any peculiar 
properties in the Greek fire. 

^ Duciaige (No. 119‘. pours forth a torrent of learning on the Gorim 
fanoK ImftariaL This banner of the virgin is shewn at Venice as a 
trophy and relic : if it be genuine, the pious doge must have cheated 
the monks of Citeaux. 

Q 2 
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mined by the assailants, and expected by the be- 
sieged ; and the emperor had placed his scarlet 
pavilions on a neighbouring height, to direct 
and animate the efforts of his troops. A fearless 
spectator, whose mind could entertain the ideas of 
pomp and pleasure, might have admired the long 
array of two embattled armies, which extended 
above half a league, the “One on the ships and 
gallies, the other on the walls and towers raised 
above the ordinary level by several stages rf 
wooden turrets. Their first fury was spent in 
t&^;^scbaTge of darts, stones, and fire, from the 
engines ; Iwilr the water was deep ; the French 
were bold ; the Venetians -were id^fol ; they ap- 
proached the walls ; and a desperate conflict of 
swords, spears, and battle-axes, was fought on 
the trembling bridges that grappled the floatings 
to the stable, batteries. In more tlian an hun- 
dred places, the assault was urged, and the de- 
fence Wat Etistained; till the superiority of ground 
siM numbers finally prevailed, and the Latin 
trumpets tounded a reU^at. On the ensuing 
days, the attack was renewed with equal vigour, 
and a similar event ; and in the night, the doge 
and the barons held a council, apprehensive cmfy 
for the public danger ; not a voice pronounced 
the words of escape or treaty ; and each warrior, 
according to his temper, embraced the hope of 
victory, or the assurance of a glorious death.* 


• Vaiehardouin {No. 126) confesses, that mult ere grant peril 1 and 
Guntbatus (Hist. C. P. c. 13) aSinns, that naUa spes rictori* arridere 

poterat. 
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By the experience of the former siege, the Greeks 
were instructed, but the Latins were animated; 
and the knowle<%e that Constantinople might be 
taken was of more avail than the local precau- 
tions which that knowledge had inspired for its 
defence. In the third assault^ two ships were 
linked ti^ther to double their strength; a stnmg 
north wind drove them on the shore ; the bishops 
of Troyes and Soissons led the van ; and the au.- 
spicious names of the pilgrim and the paradise 
resounded along the line.™ The episcopal ban- 
ners were displayed on the walls ; an hundred 
marks of silver had been promised to the first 
adventurers; and if their reward was intercepted 
by death, their names have been immortalised by 
fame. Four towers were scaled ; three gates 
.were burst open ; and the French knights, who 
might tremble on the waves, felt themselves in- 
vincible on horseback on the solid-ground. Shall 
I relate that the tliousands Avbo guarded the em- 
peror’s person fled on the approach and before 
the lance of a single warrior ? Tlieir ignomi- 
nious flight is attested by their countryman Ni- 
cetas ; an army of phantoms marched with the 
French hero, and he was magnified to a giant in 
the eyes of the Greeks." While the fugitives 

poterat. Yet the knight despises those who thought of flight, and the 
monk praises his countrymen who were resolved on death. 

“ Baldwin, and all the writers, honour the names of these two gal. 
lies, felici auspicio. 

" With an allusion to Homer, Nicetas calls him «m« •fyo/ar, nine 
*rgy®, or eighteen yards high, a stature which would indeed hare 

excused 

Q 3 
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CHAP, deserted their posts and cast away their arms, the 
Latin's entered the city under the banners of their 
leaders ; the streets and gates opened for their 
passage ; and either design or accident kindled a 
third conflagration, which consumed in a few 
hours the measure of three of the largest cities of 
France.® In the close of the evening, the barons 
cheeked their troops, and fortified their stations ;• 
they were awed hy the extent and populbnsness 
of the capital, which might yet require the labour 
hf a m<^th, if the churches and palaces were con- 
'SdSBl’hf th^ internal strength. But in the 
morning, a procession, With crosses and 

images, announced the ^bihi^km of the Greeks, 
and deprecated the wrath of the conquerors ; the 
usurper escaped througli tlie golden gate ; the 
palaces of Blachernie and Boucoleon were oc- 
cupied by the count of Flanders and the mar- 
quis of Montferrat ; and the empire, which 

Gonstantiue, and the title of 
Roman, was subverted by the arms of the Latin 

excuspd the terror of the Greek. On this oecasion, the historian 
seems fonder of the marvellous than of his counhy, or perhaps rf 
truth. Baldnin exclaims in the words of the psalmist, pet^ultnr 
Qnus ex nobis centum alienos. 

• ViUeliardouin (No. 130) is again ignorant of the authors of f**r 
more legitunet* fire, which is ascribed by Gunther to a quidam comes 
Teutonitus (c. 14). They seem ashamed, the incendiaries ! 

' For the second siege and conquest of Constantinople, B«e Ville- 
hardouin (No. 113-13S), Baldwin’s second epistle to Innocent iir 
(Gesta, c. 92, p. 534-537), with the whole reign of Mourzoufie, in 
Nicetas (p. 363-375) ; and borrow some hints from Dandolo ^Chron. 
venet. p. 327-330; and Gunther (Hist. C. P. c. who add the 

^oHtieas of prophecy and vision. The former produces an orade 

of 
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Constantinople bad been taken by storm ; and chap. 
no restraints, except those of religion and bu- ^ ^ 
manity, were ioqjo^d on the conquerors by tbePuiageof 
laws of war. ifiotiiface marquis of Montferrat still finopifo' 
acted as their general ; and the Qr^ks, who 
revered his name as that of their fut^iie sovereign, 
were, heard to exclaim in a lan^ntable ton^ 

“ Holy marquis-king, have mercy upon us !” 

His prudence or compassion opened the gates of 
the city to the fugitives ; and he exhorted the 
soldiers of the cross to spare the lives of their 
fellow-christians. The streams of blood that 
flow down the pages of Nicetas, may be reduced 
to the slaughter of two thousand of his unresisting 
countrymen and the greater part was mas- 
sacred, not by the strangers, but bj' the Latins, 
who had been driven from the city, and who ex- 
ercised the revenge of a triumjduint faction. Yet, 
of these exiles, some were less mindful of injuries 
than of benefits ; and Nicolas himself was in- 
debted for his safety to the generosity ol' a \'e- 
netian mercliant. Pope Innocenttlie tliird accuses 
the pilgrims of respecting, in their lust, neither 
age nor sex, nor religious profession ; and bitterly 
laments that the deeds of darkness, fornication, 
adulterv, and incest, were perpetrated in open 
day; and that noble matrons and holy nuns 


of the Erythraean fjybil, of a great armament on the Adriatic, pnder a 
hUnd chief, ai^ainst Cy/antium, 4cc. Chiriou^ enough, were the pre- 
diction anterior lo the fact. 

' C^derunt tamen ea diecivium quasi duo miilia, &c. (Gunther, 
c. 18). Arithmetic i" an exccilent touchstona to try the ampUnca- 
tions of passion and rhetortc# 

Q 4 
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CHAP, iv'ere polluted by the grooms and peasants of the 

. ' catholic camp.*^ It is indeed probable that the 

licence of victory prompted and covered a mul- 
titude of sins ; but it is certain, that the capital 
of the East contained a stock of venal or willing 
beauty, sufficient to satiate the desires of twenty 
thousand pilgrims ; and female prisoners w'ere no 
longer subject to the right or abu.se of domestic 
slavery. The marquis of Montferrat was the 
patron of discipline and decency ; the count of 
Flanders was the mirror of chastity : they had 
faid^denj under pain of death, the rape of mar- 
ried virgins, or nuns ; and the pro- 

clamation was sometimes invoked by the van- 
quished’ and respected by the victors. Their 
cruelty and lust were moderated by the authority 
of the chiefs and feelings of the soldiers ; for 
we are no longer describing an irruption of the 
northern savages ; and however ferocious tli^ 
m^ht sttt appear, time, policy, and religion, 
had civilized the manners of the French, and 
still more of the Italians. But a free scope was 
allowed to their avarice, which was glutted, even 
in the holy week, by the pillage of Constanti- 
nople. The right of victory, unshackled by any 

• Quiilam (says Innocent in, Gesta, c. 9*, p. S39) nee religioni, 
nec atati, nec ^xui pepercerunt ; sed fornicationes* adulteria* et 
incestus, in occuHs omnium exercentes, non soldm maritatas ct vidn- 
as, sed et matrnnas et virgines Deoque dicatast exposuerunt spurcittia 
garcionum. Villehardouin takas no notice of these common inci- 
dents. 

“ Kicetas saved, and aftemcards married, a noble virgin (p. 
whom a soldier, vfXXeis ofiiSsf had almo^ 

'■iolated in spite of the wrAsi, twTmXuai-a is 
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promise or treaty, had confiscated the public and chap. 
private wealth of the Greeks ; and every hand, 
according to its size and strength, might lawfully 
execute the sentence and seize the forfeiture. A 
portable and universal standard of exchange was ‘ 

found in the coined and uncoined metals of gold 
and silver, which each captor at home or abr<^ 
m^ht convert into the possessions most suitable to 
his temper and situation. Of the treasures, which 
trade and luxury had accumulated, the silks, 
velvets, furs, the gems, spices, and rich move- 
ables, were the most precious, as tliey could not 
be procured for money in the ruder countries of. 
Europe. An order of rapine was instituted ; norniviiionof 
was the share of each individual abandoned to*’'®®^' 
industry or chance. Under the tremendous pe- 
nalties of peijury, excommunication, and death, 
the Latins were bound to deliver &eir plunder 
into the common stock ; three churches were 
selected for the deposit and distribution of 
the spoil : a single share was allotted to a foot 
soldier ; two for a serjeant on horseback ; four to 
a knight ; and larger proportions according to 
the rank and merit of the barons and {nrinces. 

For violating this sacred engagement, a knight 
belonging to the count of St. Paul was hanged 
with his shield and coat of arms round his neck : 
hi^ example might render similar offenders more 
artful and discreet ; but avarice was more power- 
ful than fear ; and it is generally believed, that 
the secret far exceeded the acknowledged plunder. 

Yet the magnitude of the prize surpassed the 



234f THB DECLIIJE AN1> BALL 

CHAP. largest scale of experience or expectation.* Af- ^ 
ter the whole had been equally divided between 
the French and Venetians, fifty thousand marks j 
were deducted to satisfy the debts of the former 
and the demands of the latter. The residue of 
the French amounted to four hundred thousand 
marks of silver* about eight hundred thousand 
pounds sterling ; nor can I better appreciate the 
value of that sum in the public and private trans- 
actions of the age, than by defining it at seven 
times the annual revenue of the kingdom of Eng- 

Misery of In ^vplutimi we enjoy the singular 

the Greeks. comparing the amratives of Villehar- 

douin and Nicetas, the opposite feelings of the 
mm'shal of Champagne and the Byzanline sena- 
tor.^ At the first view it would seem that die 


* Of the genei-al mass of wealth, Gunther observes, ut de 

bus et adr^nifi cives ditissuni redderentur (Hi&t. C. P. c. 18); 
Iiintiottill that shiM the creation, ne fu tanl gaaigni^ dans 

iM B^dwin (Geata, c, 92), ut tantum tota non videatur pew®" 
dere I^tmitas* 

» ViUehardoain, No, 133-135, Instead of 400,000, there is a va- 
rious reading of 50<»/f00. The Venetians had r^ered to take th* 
whole booty, and t . 400 r.acks to each knight, 200 to each 

and horseman, ImC' i*' crab foot st^ldier : they would have bee* 
great lo'^er^ h* ,. -, nist. du Bos-Empire, torn, xx, p. 505)» ^ 

know not from wr «ncc. 

* At tlje council of Lyons <a. i>. 124-5), the English ambassadors 
stated the revenue of the crown ns !.eU w that of the foreign -clergy, 
which aniTmtsd to 00,000 mark** n-year (Matthew Paris, pk ^1* 
Hump’s History of Enj^a&d. voU ii, p, 170). 

J Tile ib.oriicr.i oj tOe sack of Coa>>taatinople, and his own adven- 
tures, . u" described by Nicetas, p. 367— 369, and in the 

Status Hrb. C, F. r>. ST 5— 39A His comptehits even of sacrilege are 
justihed by Innoceri; ui Gesta, c. 92); but Vtilriiardouin does 
betray a symptom of i ty or roiaorse. 
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wealth of Constantinople was only transferred chap. 
from one nation to another ; and that the loss 
and sorrow of the Greeks is exactly balanced by 
the joy and advantage of the Latins. , But in the 
miserable account of war, the gain is nevw equi- 
valent to the loss, the pleasure to the pain : the 
smiles of the Latins were transdentand fallacious ; 
the Greeks for ever wept over the ruins of their 
country ; and their real calamities were aggra- 
vated by sacrilege and mockery. What benefits 
accrued to the conquerors from the three fires 
which annihilated so vast a portion of the build- 
ings and riches of the city? What a stock of 
such things, as could neither be used nor trans- 
ported, was maliciously or wantonly destroyed ? 

How ranch treasure was idly wasted in gaming, 
debauchery, and riot ? And what precious ob- 
jects were bartered for a vile juice by the impa- 
tience or ignorance of tlie soldiers, whose reward 
was stolen by the base industry of the last of the 
Greeks ? These alone, who had nothing to lose, 
might derive some profit from the revolution ; 
but the misery of the upper ranks of society is 
strongly jminted in the jiersonal adventures of 
Nicetas himself. His stately jialace bad been re- 
duced to ashes in the second conflagration ; and 
the senator, with his family and friends, found 
an obscure shelter in another house which he pos- 
sessed near the church of St. Sophia. It was the 
door of this mean habitation that his friend the 
Venetian merchant guarded in the disguise of a 
soldier, till Nicetas could save, by a precipitate 
flight, the relics of his fortune and the chastity of 
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CHAP, his daughter. In a cold wintry season, these fu- / 
nursed in the lap of prosperity, departed ^ ^ 
on foot ; his wife was with child ; the desertion j ; 
of their slaves compelled them to carry their bag* 
gage on their own shoulders ; and their women, 
whom they placed in the centre, were exhorted 
to conceal their beauty with dirt, instead of 
adorning it with paint and jewels. Every step 
was exposed to insult and danger : the threats of 
the strangers were less painful than the taunts (rf ; 
the plebeians, with whom they were now levelled ; 

did the exiles breathe in safety till their 
^urafid «{d^riiuage was concluded at Selymbria, 
above forty miles from the capital On the 
way they overtook the patriarch, without attend* 
ance, and almost without apparel, riding on an 
ass, and reduced to a state of apostolical poverty, 
w^hich, had it been voluntary, might perhaps 
have been meritorious. In the meanwhile,' his 
desoiate'; dunthes were profaned by the licen- 
Baemegt tkdsness and party zeal of the Latins. After 
the gems- and pearls, they converted 
the chalices into drinking cups ; their tables, on 
which they gamed ami feasted, were covered 
with the pictures of Christ and the saints ; afid 
they trampled under foot the most venerable ob- 
jects of the Christian worship. In the cathedral ’ 
of St. Sophia, the ample veil of the sanctuary ^ 
was rent asunder for the sake of the golden 4 
fringe ; and the altar, a monument of art and j'- 
niches, was broken in pieces and shared among f 
the captors. Their mules and horses were laden ' 

with the wrought silver and gilt carvings, which 
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they tore down from the doors and pulpit; and chap. 
if the beasts stumbled under the burthen, they 
were stabbed by, thdr impatient drivers, and the 
holy pavement streamed with their impure blood. 

A prostitute was seated on the throne of tlie pa- 
triarch ; and that dmighter of Belial, as she is 
styled, sung and danced in the church, to ridi- 
cule the hymns and processions of the Orientals. 

Nor were the repositories of the royal dead secure 
from violation : in the church of the apostles, 
the tombs of the emperors were rifled ; and it is 
said, that after six centuries the corpse of Justi- 
nian was found Avithout any signs of decay or 
putrefaction. In the streets, the French and 
Flemings clothed themselves and their horses in 
painted robes and flowing head-dresses of linen; 
and the coarse intemperance 
suited the splendid sobriety of the 
pose the arms of a people of scribes and scholars, 
they afiected to display a pen, an ink-horn, and a 
sheet of paper, Avithout discemingthat the instru- 
ments of science and valour Avere alike feeble and 
useless in the hands of the modern Greeks. 

Their reputation and their language emourag- DeMnic- 
ed them, however, to despise the ignorance, and^^^*** 
to overlook the progress, of the Latins.* * In the 

• If I rightly apprehend the Greek of Nicetas*^ receipts, their fa* 

TDurite dishes were boUed buttocks of beef, salt pork and (>ease, and 
soup made of garlic and sharp or sour herbs (p> 382). 

• Nit^tas uses very harsh expressions, «raf 

(Fragment, apud Fabric. Bibliot. Grcc* tom. vi, 
p* Thia reproach, it is true, applies most strongly to their ig- 

norance of Gre^ and of Homer. In their own language, the Latins of 
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries were not destitute of litcra-r 
Uxre. See Harris's Philological Inquiries, p. iih c. 9, 10, IL 
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CHAP, love (rfthe arts, the national difference was stUJ 

more obvious and real ; the Greeks preserved with / 
reverence the works of their ancestors, which J 
they could not imitate; and, in the destructit®'^ 
of the statues of Constantinople, we are provoked 
to join in the complaints and Invectives of the 
Byzantine historian.*' We have seen how the 
rising city was adorned by the vantty and deSf» 
potism of the hnpenid founder : in- the irons ,ef 
paganism, some gods and heroes were saved 
'tibe axe of supers! ition ; and the forum and hij^jft- 
Unified with the relics of a heW^ 
a^. of are described by Niceta%' 

in a florid and ^ect^ Style; and, from his de* 
Ecriptions, I shall select some interesting partica- 
llars. I. The victorious charioteers were casfhi 
bronze, at their own, or the public, ch^gc> 
and fitly placed in the hippodrome : they ^ood 
aloft in their chariots, wheeling round I 

*tkft«fmtteta(n.oc«nld admire their attitude, and 
jltdge of the resemblance ; and of these figures, 
‘tibe most pofeet might have been transported 
from the Olympic stadium. 2. The ^hyuib 

‘ Nicetas was of Chonae in Phrygia (the old Colossse of St.,Pt^) * 
he raised himself to the honours of senator, judge of the yi®; *™ 
great logothete ; beheld the fall of the empire, returned to,Nlee» 
ctnnposed an elaborate history from the death of Alexius Comneaus 
to the reign of Heary. 

• A manuscript 'of ‘Nicetas in the Bodleian library* contains Udi 
curious fragnient on the statues of Constantinople, whit* fraud, « 
shame, or rather carelessaess, has dropt in the common editions. It 
It published by Fabricius (Bibliot. Gnec. tom. vi, p. 405-4>I6), a®^ 
immoderately praised by the late ingenious Mr. Harris of SaliUnHJ 
(ThUalcyleal Inquiries, p. ir, e. 6 , p. 3(H,.313). 
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river-bcffse, and crocodile, denote the climate chap, 
and manufacture of Egypt, and the spoils of that ^ 
ancient province. Tie she-wolf suckling Ro- 
mulus mtd ; a subject alike pleesing to 

the old and the new Romans ; Ixot which could 
rarely be treated before the 4eoita&«f !^ Grade 
sculj^ure. An eag^e htdthng land tearing a 
ac^’pent in his talons ; a domestic monument of 
the Byzantines, which they ascribed, not to a 
human- artist, but to the magic. |)«irdr ef the 
^ilesopher ApoUeniu^ who, by his talisman, 
delivered the city from such venemous reptiles. 

■5. An ass, and his driver ; which were erected 
by Augustus in his colony of Nicopolis, to 
commemorate a verbal omen of the victoiy 
of Actium. 6. An e^estrian statue ; Avhich 
passed, in the vulgar opinion, fcr Aoshua, the 
Jewbh conqueror, stretcbingiouf InshaBii to stop 
the course of the descending sun. A more clas- 
sical tradition recognised the figures of Bellero- 
phon and Pegasus ; and the free attitude of the 
steed seemed to mark that he trode on air, rather 
than (m the earth. 7. A square and lofty obe- 
lisk of brass the skies were embossed with a 
variety of picturesque and rural scenes ; bir^ 

Einging ; rustics labouring, or playing on their 
pipes; sheep bleating ; lambs skipping ; the sea, 
and a scene of fish and fishing ; little naked cu- 
pids laughing, playing, and pelting each other 
with Eq)ples ; and, on the summit, a female fi- 
gure turning with the slightest breath, and thence 
denominate the winds attendant. 8. The Phry- 
gian shepherd presenting to Venus the prize of 
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CHAP, beauty, the apple of discord. 9. The incomparable 
statue of Helen ; which is delineated by N icetas in 
the words of admiration and love : her well turned 
feet, snowy arms, rosy lips, bewitching smiles, 
swimming eyes, arched eye-brows, the harmony 
of her shape, the lightness of her drapery, and 
her flowing locks that waved in the wind; a 
beauty that might have moved her barbarian de- 
stroyers to pity and remorse. 10. The manly w 
divine form of Hercules,* as he was restored to 
life by the master-hand of Lysippus; of such mag- 
.mtsde, that his thumb was equal to the wai^ 
bis leg to^thd-atature, of a common man;' his 
chest ample, his shoulders broad; his limbs stroi^ 
and muscular, his hair curled, his aspect com- 
manding. Without his bow, or quiver, or clid>, 
his lion’s skin carelessly thrown over him, he was 
seated on an osier basket, his right leg and arm 
stretched to the utmost, his left knee bent, and 
gB ^ y yitog hg dbow, his head reclining on his 
left hand, his countenance indignant and pensive. 
11- . A.edossal atabpe of Juno, which had once 
adorned her temple of Samos ; the enOTmoiw 
head by four yoke of oxen was laboriously drawn 
to the palace. 12. Another colussus, of Pallas 
or Minerva, thirty feet in height, and represent- 
ing with admirable spirit the attributes and cha- 

'* To illustrate statue of Hercules, Mr. Harris quotes a Cired: 
epigram, and engrares a beautiful gem, which does not however copy 
the attitude of the statue : In the latter, Hercules had not his club, 
^ his right leg and arm were extended. 

•I transenhe these propentions, which appear to me inconsistent with 
eadi other j and may possibly shew, that the boasted taste of Nicetas 
was no more than aSectation and vanity. 
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racier of the martial maid. Before we accuse the c a p. 
Latins, it is just to remm’k, that this Pallas was 
destroyed afto* the fiPst aeg'e, by the fear and 
perstition of the Greeks themselves.* 'The other 
statues of brass which I have enuHS^ated were 
broken and melted by the avarice of . 

the crusaders : the cost and labour were 
sumed in a moment ; the soul of genius ovajpo- 
rated in smoke ; and the remnant of base metal 
was coined into money for the payment of the 
troops. Bronze is not the most durable of mo* 
numents: from, the marble forms of Phidias and 
Praxiteles, the Latins might turn aside with stupid 
contempt f but unless they were crushed by 
some accidental Injury, those useless stones stood 
secure on their p^estals.** The most enlight- 
ened of the strangers, above the gross and sensual 
pursuits of their countrymen, more piously ex- 
ercised the right of conquest in the search and 
seizure of the relics of the saints.‘ Immense 
was the supply of heads and bones, crosses and 

^ Nicetas in Isaaco Angelo et Alexio, c. 3, p. 359. The Latin 
editor very properly observes, that the historian, in his bombast style, 
produces ex pulice elephantem. 

e In two passages of Nicetas (edit Paris, p. 360. Pabrie; p. 408), 
the Latins are branded with the lively reproach of u vs s«Xv tnfxm 
fixfISicfti, and their avarice of brass is clearly expressed. Yet the Ve- 
netians had the merit of removing four bronze horses from Constan- 
tinople to the place of St Mark (Sanuto Vite del Dogi, in Muratori, 

Script. Rerum Italicarum, tom. xxii, p. 534). 

*“ Winckelman, Hist, de I’Art, tom. iii, p. 2G9, 870. 

* See the pious robbery of the abbot Martin, who transferred a rich 
cargo to his monastery of Paris, diocese of Basil (Gunther, Hist C. P. 
c. 19, 83, 84). Yet in secreting this booty, the saint incurred au 
(Xcommunieation, and perhaps broke his oath. 

VOL. XI, B 
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images, that were scattered by this revolution over 
the churches of Europe ; and such was the in- 
crease -of pilgrimage and oblation, that no branch, 
perhaps, of more lucrative plunder was imported 
from the East.’' Of the writings ojT antiquity, 
many that still existed in the twelfth century are 
now lost. But the pilgrims were not solicitous 
to save or transport the volumes of an unknown 
tongue: the perishable substance of paper or 
parchment can only be preserved by the multi- 
plicity of copies ; the literature of the Greeks had 
almost centered in the metropolis ; and, without 
computing the extent of our loss, we may drop a 
tear over the libraries that have perished in the 
triple fire of Constantinople.* 

‘ Fleury, Hist. Eccles. tom. xvi, p. 

' I shall conclude this chapter with the notice of a modern bisterTi 
which illustrates the taking of Conslanlinople by the Latina: hut 
which has fallen somewhat late into my hands. Faolo Ramush^ the 
aon of the compiler of voyages, was directed by the senate of Venice 
to write the hiatory wf the eoni{uest ; and this order, which he re- 
cdMdin his' youth, he executed in a mature age, by an elegant La- 
tin work, de Bello Constantinopolitano et Impcratori'DusComnenisper 
Gallos et Venetos restitutis (Venet. 1635, in folio). Ramusio, or ' 
Rhatnnusus, transcribes and translates sequitur ad unguem, a at. 
of Villehardouin which he possessed ; but he enriches his narrative 
witli Greek and Latin materials, and we are indebted to him for a 
correct state of the fleet, the names of the fifty Venetian noMea who 
commanded the gallics of the republic, and the patriot opposition of 
I'antaleon Barbus to the choice of the doge for emperor. 
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Partition of the empire bijthe French and Venetians.-^ 
Five Latin emperors of the houses of Flanders and 
Courtenay. — Their wars against the Bulgarians and 
G, eeks . — f Weakness and pozerly of the Latin em- 
pire. — Recovery of Constantinople b}y the Greeks — 
General consequences of the crusades. 


After the death of the lawful princes, the chap. 
French and Venetians, confident of justice and 
victory, agreed to divide and regulate their fu- Klection of 
ture possessions.* It was stipulated by treaty, 
that twelve electors, six of either nation, should’''" 
be nominated; that a majority should chuse theMayS-ie. 
emperor of the Fast ; and tl'.at, if the votes were 
equal, the decision of chance should ascertain the 
successful candidate. To him, with ail tlie titles 
and prerogatives of the Byzantine throne, they 
assigned the two palaces of Boucoleon and Bla- 
cherna3, with a fourth part of the Greek mo- 
narchy. It was defined that the three remaining 
portions should be equally shared between the 
republic of Venice and the barons of France; 
that each feudatory, with an honourable excep- 
tion for the doge, should acknowledge and per- 

• See Uie original treaty of partition, in the Venetian Chronicle of 
Andrew Dandolo, p. 326-330, and the subsequent election in Ville- 
hardoum, No. 136-140, with Ducange in his Observations, and tha 
first book of hia Histolrc da Constantinople sous TEmpire des F renvois. 

R 9 
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. form the duties of homage and military service 
^ to the supreme head of the empire ; that the 
nation which gave an emperor, should resign to 
their brethren the choice of a patriarch; and that 
the pilgrims, whatever might be their impatience 
to visit the Hoiy land, should devote another 
year to the conquest and defence of the Greek 
provinces. After the conquest of Constantinople 
by the Latins, the treaty was confirmed and exe- 
cuted ; and the first and rriost important stepwas 
the creation of an emperor. The six electors of 
the French nation were all ecclesiastics, the abbot 
of Loces, the archbishop elect of Acre in Pale- 
stine, and the bishops of Troyes, Soissons, Hal- 
berstadt, and Bethlehem, the last of whom exer- 
cised in the camp the office of pope’s legate: their 
profession and knowledge were rcsjjectable ; and 
as ikej/ could not be the objects, they were best 
qualified to be the authors, of the choice. The 
six Venetians were the principal servants of the 
state, and in this list the noble families of Querini 
and Contanni are still proud to discover their 
ancestors. The twelve assembled in the chapel 
of the palace ; and after the solemn invocation 
of the Holy Ghost, they proceeded to deliberate 
and vote. A just impulse of respect andgratitude 
prompted them to crown the virtues of the doge : 
his \\ isdom had inspired their enterprise; and the 
most youthful knights might envy and applaud 
the exploits of blindness and age. But the patriot 
t)andoio was devoid of all personal amlation, and 
fully satisfied that he had been judged worthy to 
reign. His nomination was over-ruled by the 
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Venetians themselves : his countrymen, and per- chap. 
haps his friends,*’ represented, with the eloquence 
of truth, the mischiefs that might arise to na-"”" 
tional feeedom and the common cause, from the 
union of two incompatible characters, of the first 
ma^strate of a republic and the emparor of the 
East.* The exclusion of the doge left room for 
the more equal merits of Boniface and Baldwin ; 
and at their names all meaner candidates respect- 
fully withdrew. The marquis of Mcaitferrat was 
recommended by his mature age and fair repu- 
tation, by the choice of the adventurers and the 
wishes of the Greeks ; nor can I believe that 
Venice, the mistress of the sea, could be seriously 
apprehensive of a petty lord at the foot of the 
Alps.' But the count of Flanders was the chief 
of a wealthy and warlike people ; he was valiant, 
pious, and chaste ; in the prime of life, since he 
was only thirty-two years of age ; a descendant 
of Charlemagne, a cousin of the king of France, 
and a compeer of the prelates and barons who had 
yielded with reluctance to the command of a 
foreigner. Without the chapel, these barons, 
with the doge and marquis at their head, ex. 
pected the decision of the twelve electors. It was 

^ After mentioning the nomination of the doge by a French elector, 
his kinsman Andrew Dandolo appiovcs his exclusion, quidam Venc* 
tomm fidelis et nobilis senex, usus oratienc satis probabili, &c. which 
has been embroidered by modern writers from Blondis to Le Beau. 

Niceta.s (p, 3S1), v.'lth the \ain ignorance of a Greek, describes 
the marquis of Montlerrat as a maritime power. A.afiTafiiav Jc «tKuirSef 
Was he deceived by the Bjzantine theme of Lombardy, 
which extended along the co''st of C^ilabria ? 

R S 
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announced by the bishop of Soissons, in the name 
of his colleagues : “ Ye have sworn to obey the 
“ prince whom we should chuse ; by our unani- 
“ mous suffrage, Baldwin count of Flanders and 
“ Hainault is now your sovereign, and the em- 
“ peror of the East.” He was saluted with loud 
applause, and the proclamation was re-echoed 
through the city by the joy of the Latins and the 
trembling adulation of the Greeks.- l^niface 
was tile first to kiss the hand of his rival, and to 
raige him on the buckler ; and Baldwin was trans- 
ported to the cathedral, and solemnly invested 
with the pur^e Imskins. At the end of tliree 
weeks he was crowned 1^ the legate, in the va- 
cancy of a patriarch ; but the Venetian clergy 
soon filled the chapter of St. Sopliia, seated Tho- 
mas 3Iorosiiii on the ecclesiastical throne, and 
employed every art to perpetuate in their own 
nation the honours and benefices of the Greek 
church.'* Without delay the successor of Con- 
stantine instructed Palestine, France, and Rome, 
of this memorable revolution. To Palestine he 
sent, as a trophy, tfie gates of Constantinople, 
and the chain of the hnrhour and adopted, 
from the assise of Jerusalem, the laws or customs 
best adapted to a French colony and conquest in 
the East. In his epistles, the natives of France 

^ They exacted an oath from Thomas Morosini to appoint no can- 
nons ol St. Sophia, the lawful electors, except Venetians who had 
lived ti^n )e.»r.s at ^ enice, But the foreign clergy was envious, 

the pope di .iipprovi d this national monopoly, and of the six Latin 
imtriarchs, ol'Con^tar.ttTippIc, only the first and the last Were Vene- 
tians. 

^ N'icetas, p, 3B3. 
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are encouraged to swell that colony, and to secure chap. 
that conquest, to people a magnificent city and,a ' 
fertile land, which will reward the labours both 
of the priest and the soldier. He congratulates 
the Roman pontiff" on the restoration of his au- 
thority in the East ; invites him- to extinguish the 
Greek schism by his {H-esence in'a general council; 
and implores his blessing and forgiveness for the 
disobedient pilgrims. Prudence and dignity are 
blended in the answer of Innocent.'^ In the sub- 
version of the Byzantine empire, he arraigns the 
vices of man, and adores the providence of God : 
the conquerors will be absolved or condemned 
by their future conduct ; the validity of their 
treaty depends on the judgment of St. Peter ; 
but he inculcates their most sacred duty of esta- 
blishing a Just subordination of obedience and 
tribute, from the Greeks to the Latins,' from the 
magistrate to the clergy, and from the clergy to 
the pope. 

In the division of the Greek provinces,'’' the Oivi?ion of 

, , , the Greek. 

share of the Venetians was more ample than that empire, 
of the Latin emperor. No more than one fourth 
was appropriated to his domain ; a clear moiety 


' The Epistles of Innocent iii are a rich fund for the ecclesiastical 
and civil institution of the Latin empire of Constantinople ; and the 
most important of these epistles (of which the collection in 2 vols. in 
folio, is published by Stephen Baluze) are inserted in his Gesta, in 
Muratori, Script. Berum Italicaruci, tom. iii, p. 1, e. 91—105. 

* In the treaty of partition, most of the names are corrupted by the 
scribes : they might be restored, and a good map, suited to the last 
age of the Byzantine empire, nouid bean improvement of geograjihy. 
But, alas ! d’Anvilie is no more ! 

R 4 



248 


TUS DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP, of the remainder was reserved for'Venice; and 

LXl 

the other moiety was distributed among the ad- 
venturers of France and Lombardy. The vene- 
rable Dandolo was proclaimed despot of Roma- 
nia, and invested after the Greek fashion with 
the purple buskins. He ended at Constantinople 
his long and glorious life ; and if the prerogative 
was personal, the title was used by bis successors 
J,ill the middle of the fourteenth coatilry, with 
the singular though true addition of lords of one 
fourth' and a half of the Roman empire.’* The 
dpge, a alaye of state, was seldom permitted to 
depart from: tht helm of the republic; but his 
place was supplied by the baik <wr. r^ent, who ex- 
ercised a supreme jurisdiction over the cokmy 
of Venetians; they possessed three of the eight 
quarters of the- city; and his independent tribu- 
nal was composed of six judges, four counsellors, 
two chamberlains, two fiscal advocates, and a 
constable. Their long experience of the eastern 
trade enabled them to select their portion with 
discernment : they had rashly accepted the do- 
minion and defence of Adrianople ; but it was 
the more reasonable aim of their policy to form 
a chain of factories, and cities, and islands, 
along the maritime coast, from the neighbour- 
hood of Ragusa to the Hellespont and the Bos- 
phorus. The labour and cost of such extensive 
conquests exhausted their treasury ; they aban- 


quart® parti* et dimidi® imperii Homa- 
till Giovanni Dolfino, who was elected doge in Uie year 1356 
(Sanuto. ^ 530, 641,. For the government of Cmetantinopie. see 
Ducange, Histoire de C. P. i, 37. 
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dloned their maxims of government, adopted a chap. 
feudal system, and contented themselves with the 
homage of their nobles,* fw the possessions which 
these private vassals undertook to reduce and 
maintain. And thus it was, that thfe family of 
Sanut acquired the duchy of N««OBr which in- 
volved the grertest part of the Archipelago. For 
the price of ten thousand marks, the republic 
purchased of the marquis of Montferrat the fer- 
tile island of Crete or Candia, with the ruins of an 
hundred cities but its improvement was stinted 
by the proud and narrow spirit of an aristo- 
cracy ;* and the wisest senators \\ ouid confess 
that the sea, not the land, was the treasury of 
St. Mark. In the moiety of the adventurers, 
the marquis Boniface might claim the mo»t lil)eral 
reward ; and, besides the isle of Crete, bis ex- 
clusion from the throne was compensated by'tbe 
royal title and the provinces beyond the Helles- 
pont. But be prudently exchanged that distant 
and difficult conquest for the kingdom of Thessa- 
louica or Macedonia, twelve days journey from 

* Tkicange (HiM. dfi C. P. ii* 6} ^ oMrlted the conquests made hy 
the state or nobles of Venice of the islands of Candia, Corfu, Cepha* 

Ionia, Zante, Naxos, Faros, Melos, Andros, Mycone, Scyro, Cea, and 
Lemnos. 

^ Boniface sold the isle of Candia, August 12, a. d. 1201. See the 
act in Saxiuto, p. 533 ; but I cannot understand how it could be bis 
mother*s portion, or how she could be the daughter of an emperor 
Albius. 

* In the year 1212, the doge, Peter Zani, sent o colony to Candia, 
drawn from every quarter of Venice. But in their sava^ manners 
and frequent rebellions, the Candiots may be compared to ihe Corsi- 
cana under the yoke of Genoa ; and when I compare the accounts of 
B^Rhi and Tournefort, I cannot discern much diffeience between the 
Venetian and the Turkish island. 
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chap, the capital,' where he might be supported by the 
neighbouring powers of his brother-in-law the 
king of Hungary. His progress was hailed by the 
voluntary or reluctant acclamations of the natives; 
and Greece, the proper and ancient Greece, again 
received a Latin conqueror,™ who trodewith in- 
difference that classic ground. He viewed with a 
careless eye the beauties of the valley of Tempe ; 
traversed with a cautious step the straits of Ther- 
mopyla; ; occupied the unknown cities of Thebes, 
Athens, and Argos ; and assaulted the fortifica- 
of Corinth and Napoli," which resisted 
his arms. Thnlots of the Latin pilgrims were 
regulated by chance, or chmc^ or subsequent 
exchange; and they abused, with intemperate joy, 
the triumph over the lives and fortunes of a great 
people. After a minute survey of the pro- 
vinces, they weighed in the seales of avarice the 
revenue ot each district, the advantage of the 
situation, and the ample or scanty supplies for the 
maintenance of soldiers and horses. Their pre- 
, sumption, dainted and divided the long lost de- 
pendencies of the Roman sceptre ; the Nile and 
Euphrates roiled through their imaginary realms; 

• Vilich.iuUiin <Xo. L-,9, Ifio, 17.3-177) and NiceUs (p. 387-394) 
describe ilic expedition into Greece of the marquis Boniface* The 
Choniate might derive his information from his brother MichaeU 
archbishop of Athens, whom he paints as an orator, a statesmsnj and 
H sajTit. His encomium of Athens, and the description of Tempe, 
should be published from the Bodleian ass. of Nicetas (Fabric. Bibliot. 
Gr«c. tom, vi, p. fOo), and would have deserved Mr. Harris's inqui- 
ries. 

® Napoli di Romania, or Nauplia, the ancient sea-port of Argos# w 
stilt a place of strength and consideration, situate on a rocky ptnin- 
sula, \tith a good harbour (Chandlur^- Travels into Greece, p. 
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And happy was the warrior who drew for his chap. 
prize the palace of the Turkish sultan of Ico- 
nium.“ I shall aot descend to the pedigree of 
families and the rent-roll of estates, but I wish 
to specify that the counts of Blois and St. Pol 
were invested with the duchy of. Nice and the 
lordship -of Demotica f the principal fiefs 
held by the service of constable, chamberlain, 
cup-bearer, butler, and chief cook ; and our 
historian, Jeffrey of Villehardouin, obtained a 
fair establishn^ent on the banks of the Hebrus, 
and united the double office of marshal of Cham- 
pagne and Romania. At the head of his knights 
and archers, each haron mounted on horseback 
to secure the possession of his share, and their first 
efforts were generally successful. But tije juib- 
lic ibrce was weakened by - their dispersion ; 
and a thousand quarrels must arise under a law, 
and among men, whose sole umpire was the 
sword. Within three months after tlie conquest 
of Constantinople, the emperor and the king of 
Thessalonica drew their hostile followers into the 
field ; they were reconciled by the authority of 
the doge, the advice of the marshal, and the firm 
freedom of their peers.’’ 

• I have seftened the expression of Nicetns, who strives to expose 
the presumption of the Franks. See D. Rebus po*t C. P. expugnatum, 
p. 375-384. 

^ A city surrounded by the river Hebrus, and six leagues to the south 
of Adrianople, receited from its double wall the Greek name of Didy- 
nioteichos, insensibly corrupted into Demotica and Dimot. I ha\e 
preferred the more convenient and modern appellation of Demotica. 

This place was the Ia'^t Turki.-sh lesidence of Charles iii. 

' Their quarrel is told by Villehardouin (No. 146-158) with the 
spint of freedom. The merit and reputation of the marshal are ac« 

kuowledged 
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CHAP. Two fugitives, who had reigned at Constanti- 
noplej still asserted the title of emperor; and the 
Revolt of subjects of their fallen throne might be moved to 
by the misfortunes of the elder Alexius, or 
excited to revenge by the spirit of Mourzoufle. A 
domestic alliance, a common interest, a similar 
guilt, and the merit of extinguishing his enemies, 
a brother and a nephew, induced the more recent 
usurper to unite with the former the rdks of his 
power. Mourzoufle was received with smiles and 
honours in the camp of his father Alexius ; but 
the wicked can never love, and should rarely trust 
their fellow crin^als: he was seized in the 
bath, deprived of Ins eyes, stripped of his troops 
and treasures, and turned out to wandeir an object 
of horror and contempt to those who with more 
propriety could hate, and with more justice could 
punish, the assassin of the emperor Isaac and he 
son. As the tyrant, pursued by fear or remcnxe, 
was stetdhig over to Asia, he was seized by the 
Lathis of Constantinople, and condemned, after 
an open tiia], to an ignominious death. His 
judges debated the mode of his execution, the 
axe, the wheel, or the stake ; and it was resolved 
that jMourzoufle'’ should ascend the Theodosian 
column, a pillar of white marble of one hundred 


knowledged the Greek historian {p. 387), fuym T9H Amrmn 
firntfAtrtt rjHtrft^aMn: onlikc loine modem heroes, whose ex|dwts are 
only visible in iheir own memoirs, 

' See the fate of. Mourzoufle, in Nioetas (p. 39J), Villehardouin 
(No. 141-145, 163), and Guntherua (c. tO, 21). - Neither the marshal 
UOT the monk afford a grain of pity for a tyrant or rebel, whose 
punishment, however, a-as more unexampled than his crimes 
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and forty-seven feet in height.' From the sum- chap. 

^ I YT 

mit he was cast down headlong, and dashed in 
pieces on the parenmnt, in the presence yf innu- 
merable specters, who filled the forum of Tau- 
rus, and admired the accomplishment of an old ' 
prediction, which was explained by: this singular 
event.*^ The fate of Alexius is less tragical ; he 
WM sent by the marquis a captive to Italy, and a 
gift to the king of the Romans ; but he had not 
much to applaud his fortune, if the sentence of 
imprisonment and exile were changed from a 
fortress in the Alps to a monastery in Asia. But 
his daughter, before the national calamity, had 
been given in marriage to a young hero who om- 
tinued the succession, and restored the thitmeof 
the Greek |Hincei“ The valour of Theodore Theodore 
Lascaris was signalised in thetwosieges of Con-^I^ro'? 
stantinople. After the flight of Mcm*'JK)ufle,®fjf'j“j,^ 
when the Latins were already in the city, hei**2- 
offered himself as their emperor to the soldiers 
and people ; and his ambition, which might be 


• TJie column of Arcadius, which represents in basso relievo his vic- 
tories, or those of his father Theodosius, is still extant at Constanti- 
nople. It is described and measured by Gylllus (Topograph. Iv, 7). 
Banduri (ad. L i. Antiquit. C. P. p. SOT, &c.), and Toumefort (Vpyi^ 
du Levant, tom. ii, lettre xii, p. 331). 

‘ The nonsense of Gunther and the modern Gieeks concerning this 
eobmna fcUidica, is unworthy of notice ; but it is singular enough that 
fifty years before the Latin conquest, the poet Tzetes (Chiliad, ix,377) 
relates the dream of a matron, who saw an army in the forum, and a 
man sitting on the column, clapping his hands, and uttering a loud 
exclamation. 

' The dynasties of Nice, Trehizond, and Epirus (of which Nicetas 
saw the col^n without much pleasure or hope), are learnedly explored, 
and clearly represented, in the Familiae Byzantine orDucangs- 
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CHAP, virtuous, was undoubtedly brave. Could he 
have infused a soul into the multitude, they miffht 
have crushed the strangers under their feet: their 
abject despair refused his aid, and Theodore re- 
tired to breathe the air of freedom in Anatolia, 
beyond the immediate view and pursuit of the 
conquerors. Under the title, at first of despot, 
and afterwards of emperor, he drew to his stan- 
dard the bolder spirits, who were fortified against 
slavery by the contempt of life ; and as every 
means was lawful for the public safety, implored 
W^hoat^seraple thealliance of the Turkish sultan. 
Nil*, 'witere -Theodore establbhed bis residence, 
Prusa and Philadelphia,: Smynia>>and Ephesus, 
opened their gates to their deliverer ; he derived 
strength and reputation from his victories, and 
even from his defeats ; and the successor of Con- 
stantine preserved a fragment of the empire from 
the banks of the Maeander to the suburbs of Ni« 
comedia, and at: length of Constantinople. An- 
TOr» othdr portion, distant and obscure, was possessed 
by the lineal heir of the Comneni, a son of the 
virtuous Manuel, a grandson of the tyrant An- 
dronicus. His name was Alexius ; and the epi- 
thet of great was applied perhaps to his stature, 
rather than to his exploits. By the indulgence of 
the Angeli, he was appointed governor or duke 
of Trebizond;* his birth gave him ambition, 

Except some facts in Pachymer and Nicephorus Gregoras, which 
will hercaiter be u-cd, ti.e Byzantine writers disdain to speak of the 
empire of Trebizond, or principality of the iMd; and among the La- 
tins, it is conspicuou-^ only in the romances of the fourteenth or fif- 
teenth centuries. Yet the indefatigable Bucange haa dug out (Fam# 

Bya* 
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the revolution independence; and without chang- chap. 
ing his title, he reigned in peace from Sinope to 
the Phasis, alcmg the coast of the Black sea. 

His nameless son and successor is described as the 
vassal of the sultan, whom he served with two 
hundred lances ; that Comnenian frmce was no 
more than duke of Trebizond, and the title of 
eni^ror was first assumed by the pride and envy 
of the grandson of Alexius. In the West, a thirdThe de*. 
fragment was saved from the common shipwreck Ipfrul 
by Michael, a bastard of the house of Angeli, 
who, before the revolution, had been known as 
an hostage, a soldier, and a rebel. His flight 
from the camp of the marquis Boniface secured 
his freedom ; liy his marriage with the govemoPs 
daughter, he commanded the important place of 
Durazzo, assumed the title of de^ot, and founded 
a strong and conspicuous principality in Epipos, 
iEtolia, and Thessaly, which have ever been 
peopled liy a warlike race. The Greeks, who 
had offered tiieir service to their new sovereigns, 
were excluded by the haughty Latins’ from all 
civil and militaiy honours, as a nation born to 
tremble and obey. Their resentment prompted 
them to shew that they might have been useful 
friends, since they could be dangerous enemies ; 


Byz. p. 193) two authentic passages in Vincent of Beauvais (1. xxxi, 
c. 144), and the protonotary Ogerius (apud Wading, k. d . 1379, No. 4. 

^ The portrait of the French Latins is drawn in Nicetas by the hand 
of prejudice and resentment : Tut aAXtf* ei; A. 0 icf tfya 

nttt^orrs^ r/f Twt n ’ran fkt/ira/y crx^ei rai; 

xat TXfK rvra 9$uai ti;* ftrec* uif uipai, ymt 

T4v tt^(n re Ktyu 





THB DECLINB AND FALL 

CHAP, their nerves were braced by adversity ; whatever 
was teimed or holy, whatever was noble or va- 
liant, rolled away into the independent states of 
Trebizond, Epirus, and Nice ; and a single pa- 
trician is marked by the ambiguous praise of at- 
tachment and loyalty to the Franks. The vulgar 
herd of the cities and the country would have 
gladly submitted to a mild and regulw servitude; 
and the transient disorders of w» ivosW . have 
been obliterated by some years of industry and 
peace. But peace was banished, and industry 
* .^’WiltaierQBbed, in the disorders of the feudal system, 
l^e iSiettan enapermrs of Ooustantinople, if th^ 
were endowed wiBi aUitieSjC ;were armed with 
power for the protection of their subjects : their 
laws were wise, and their administration was 
simple. Tlie Latin throne was filled by a titular 
prince, the chief, and often the servant, of his 
licentious confederates : the fiefs of the 
finmi nldagdcHD to a castle, were held and ruled 
Ify Ae sword of the barons ; and their discord, 
povev^^ and igiKHVBee, extended their ramifica- 
tions of tyranny to the most sequestered villages. 
The Greeks were oppressed by the double weight 
of the priest, who was invested with temjwral 
power, and of the soldier, who was inflamed by fa- 
natic hatred ; and the insuperable bar of religion 
and language for ever separated the strangerand 
the native. As long as the crusaders were united 
at Constantinople, the memory of their conquest, 
and the terror of their arms, imposed silence on 
the captive land ; their dispersion betrayed the 
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SHiaUness (yf their numbel's a/ld tlie def^^of crfAP. 
their discipline; and some fed misehancesr 

revealed these^nl^ Ihkt ib^ Vrette not i^vhieible. 

As the Sear ef the Grteeks shated!, thdir fraft^d hr- 
creaaed. HISiey murmtrred ; thejjr^t^ls^^^;* and 
before » year of sktvery bifll-- 

the' stthcbist of a barba^li; 
viBose power they had felt, and whose gratitude 
they trusted.” 

The Latin conquerors bad beetf saluted with B^heBuiga- 
snieiUn and early feibBS^tVom John, or Joannice, 1205. 
or Calo-John, the revolted chief of the Bulga- 
rians and Wallachians. lie deemed himself their 
brother, as tlie votary of the Roman pontiff, 
from whom he had received the regal title and an 
holy banner ; fed in tb© subversion of the Greek 
Btonarchy,' he might aspire to the name of tbfeir 
friend and accomplice; But CaloiJTtffih Was asto- 
nished to find that tlie count of Flanders had 
assumed the pomji and pride of the successors of 
Constantine ; and Ids ambassadors were dismissed 
with an haughty ir.essagc, that tlie rebel must 
d^^rve a pardon, by touching with his forehead 
the foot-stool of the imperial throne. His resent- 
ment* would have exhaled in acts of violfefce 
and blood ; his cooler policy watched the rising 

V 

‘ I here begin to use, with freedom and con6dcnrc, the ei^rhl boohs 
of- the Histoire-de C, P. sous TEmpIre des Fran9oi3, which DiiCbOge 
him given as a supplement to Viliebardouin, and whk-h- in a bar- 
barous style, deserves the praise of an original and classic work. 

* In Calo-John*s answer to the pope, we may find his claims and 
com^dms (Gesta Innocent iii, c. 108, 109) ; he was cherished at 
^ome as the prodi|^ son. 

VOL. XI. 
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'CHAP, discontent of the Gre^s ; affected a tender con- 
,LXi. their sufferinffs ; and promised that their 

first struggles for freedom should be supported by 
his person and kmgdom. The conspiracy was 
propagated by nati(mal hatred, the firmest band 
of association and secrecy : the Greeks were impa- 
tient to ^eath their daggers in the breasts of the 
victorious strangers ; but the execution was pru- 
dently delayed, till llenry, the enip^HTbr’s Isfettier, 
had transported the flower of his troops beyond 
the Hellespont. Most of the towns and villages 
Q^^fl^3f<^’'^etothe moment and thesignal; 
and the'O^tts^fyrithouf arms or suspicion, were 
slaughtered by the vile andniercSegs revenge of 
their slaves. From Demotica, the first scene of 
the massacre, the surviving vassals of the count 
of St. Pol escaped to Adrianople ; but the French 
and Venetians, who occupied that city, were 
slain or expelled by the furious multitude;’ tifiB 
eoold effect their retreat fell back 
(Hi'" each other towards the metropolis; and the 
that separately stood against the rebels 
were ignorant of each other’s and of their sove- 
reign’s fate. The voice of fame and fear an- 
nounced the revolt of the Greeks, and the rapid 
approach of their Bulgarian ally ; and Calo-John, 
not dependinjg on the forces of his own kingdom, 
had drawn from the Scythian wilderness a body 
of fourteen thousand Comans, who drank, as it 
was said, the blood of their captives, and sacri- 
fice the Christians on the altars of their gods.” 

*’ The Comans were a Tartar oc Turkman horde, whuh encaniil>ed 
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Alarmed by this sudden and growing danger, ch aP. 
the emperor dispatohed a swift messenger to recal 
count Hent7;f«Uil U$ trooi»; and had Baldwin 
expected the' return of his gallant brosthsf, with 
a supply of twenty thousand ArmesUoas^ he might 
have encountered theinyad^|idN^^^l nnaibers, 
aii^lt/de^viffsQperiority of mrns and discipiaie. 
i^t the spirit of chivalry could seldom discrimi- 
nate caution from cowardice ; and the emperor 
took the field with an hundred and forty knights, 
and their train of ardiers and serjeants. The 
marshal, who dissuaded and obeyed, led the van- 
guard in their march to Adrianople ; the main 
body Avas commanded by the count of Blois; 
the aged doge of Venice followed with the rear ; 
and their scanty numbers were increased from all 
sides by the fugitive Latins. They undertook to 
besiege the rebels of Adrianople ; and such was 
the pious* tendency of the crusades, that they 
employed the holy week in pillaging the country 
for their subsistence, and in framing engines lor 
the destruction of their fellow-cliristians. But 
the Latins were soon interrupted and alarmed by 
the light cavalry of the Conians, who boldly 
skirmished to the edge of their imperfect lines ; 
and a proclamation was issued by the marshal of 
Romania, that, on the trumpet’s sound, the ca- 
valry should mount and form ; but that none, 
under pain of death, should abandon themselves 


in tite twdfth and thirteenth centuries on the verge of Moldavia. The 
greater part were pagans, but some were mahometans, and the ^^holt 
horde waa cemmted to ebristianity U. o. 1370) by Lewis king of Huiu 


A{cUt& 
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CHAP, to a depidlk^ and dai^croua pursuit.-^ This wise 
• LXi. ^as disobeyed by the count of 

who involved the emperor in his rashness 
^d ruin. The Cppans, trf the Parthian or Tai- 
tof school, fled betoi^ their first charge; but 
after a career of two leagues, when the knights 
and their hprses were almost breathless, they sud- 
denly, turned, r^l^ and.encompass(B!d,theJieavy 
Defeat and squadrons of the Pi^nhs. The counet 

°^the field ; the emperor was made {Hfisoner ; and M 
■ •>• 1805 , dj^dpined to fly, if the other refused to 

^i^ayfiry made a poor atone- 
of the duties 

of a general.' - - 

Proud of his victory and his royal pti^, flie 
Bulgarian advanced to relieve Adriaiiople, and 
achieve the destruction of the Latins. They 
must inevitably have been destroyed,- if the mar- 
shaLnf Rpmania had not displayed a cool course* 

uncommon in all ages, 
h^ most uncommon in those times, when, war 
net^ of pMii^ ^atoi^lhaBuniScience. His grkf 

and fears were poured into the fa in and faithful 
bosom of the doge ; but in the camp he diffused 
an assurance of safety, which could only be re- 
alized by the general belief. All day he main- 
tain^ his perilous station between the city and 
the barbariansi: ViUi^ardouin decampedin silaice, 
at the dead of ni^t; and his. masterly retreat of 


the Latins. 


‘-mcetas, from ignorance or jnali^ inmates the dteftat to the 
cue^l^ee of Dandoio (p. 383) { buV ViUebaidpuia shares his own 
glory with his venerabie friendt viels home fre et gote ue vcoil. 
i-'.ais multure sages etpreus ct vigueros (No. 193).- 
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thi-ee days, would have desen^d the pfaise of 
Xenophon and teai thousand. In the real* 
the marshal the Wei^t of the jpursuit ; 

in the moderated the impati^hcO of the 

fugitft^'; and wherever the Coms^i^ph^ached, 
they w^e Polled w 

On i^e third ^y, thfe Weary thx^SIfe 
the sea, the solitary town of Rodosto,'* and 
their friends, who had landed from the Asiatic 
shore. They embraced, they #epS;; But thigr 
united their asms and councils ; and, in his 
brother’s absence, count Henry assumed tbe re- 
gency of tbe empire, at once in a state of child- 
hood and caducity.® If the Comans witihf^ew 
from the summer heats, seven tliousahd Latins, 

in the 
their 

succei 

hundred and twenty knights in the field of Ru- 
sium ; and of the imperial domain, no more was 
left than the capital, with two or three adjacent 
fortresses on the shores of Eurojie and Asia. 
Tfife hit% of Bulgaria was resistless and inex- 
orable r aSid Calo-John rej^ctfuily eluded the 
demands of the pope, who conjured his new 


^tieaR|^,Constantinople, 
hnrethren, ehd thw '' ' 


was overbalanced* ty' I 


^ The truth of geography, and the original text of Villchardouin 
(No. 194), place Rodosto three days journey (trois journ^es) fiom 
Adrianople ; but Vigenere, in his version, ha^ most absurdly sni^ti- 
tuted trois )ieurc * ; and this error, uhich is not corrected by Ducange, 
has entrapped several moderns, whose names 1 shall spare. 

• Tbe reign and end of Baldwin are related by Viilehaidouin and 
Nice^ (p, 386~416) ; and their omissions are supplied by Ducange 
in his Observations, and to the end of bis first book. 
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CHAP, proselyte to restore peace and the emperor to 
the afflicted Latms. The deliverance of Bald' 
win was no longer, he said, in the power of 
Death of maD : that prince died in prison ; and the man- 
perorr* oc*" his death is variously related by ignorance 
and credulity. The lovers of a tragic legend 
will be pleased to hear, that the royal captive 
was tempted by the amorous queen (^^Bul- 
garians ; that his dhaste refus^ exposed'lite to 
the falsehood of a woman and the jealousy Of 
» aayaige-);rthat his hands and feet were severed 

bluing trunk was cast 
alndhgi^i^%li(rii^ and horses and that 

he breathed three days devoured 

by the birds of prey.*^ About twenty years 
afterwards, in gwood of the Netherlands, an 
hermit announced himself as tlie true Baldwin, 
the emperor of Constantinople, and lawful so^ 
vefeign of Flanders. He related the woi^l^ 
las adventures, and his penance, 
Among a people prone to believe and to rebel? 
mid? in^ht^fi#st trshspori, Flanders acknowledged 
her long-lost sovereign. A short examination be- 
fore the French court detected the impostor, who 
was punished with an ignominious death ; but 
the Flemings still adhered to the pleasing error ; 
and the countess Jane is accused by the gravest 

^ After brushing awxy all doubtful and improbable circumataDcea, 
we may prove the death of Baldwin, 1. By the firm belief of the 
Frenrh barons (Villchardouin, No. *30). *. By the declaration of 
CaWohn hirtiscif, r.ho excuses bis not teleaaii^ the captive emperor, 
q- a dehtfum carnh, exaolverat cum caiccre teoetentr (Gesta Innocent 
>U| c, 109). 
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historians of sacrificing to her ambition the life chap. 
®f an unfortunate father/ 

In all civilhs^ Jtostility, a treaty is established seign and 
for the exchange or ransom of prison^ ^ and if^“HM^. 
their c^tirity be prolonged, the^i^^dition is^®- 
known, and they are treated^ aceapdiiig'to their i. o.' me, 
ra^^pithJiumanity: or hcmour. But the savage 
iBEdgarian was a stranger to the laws of war ; his 
prisons were involved in darkness and silence; 
and above a year elapsed before the Latins cmild 
be assured of the dea^h of Baldwin, before his 
brother, the regent Henry, would consent to as- 
sume the title of emperor. His moderation was 
applauded by the Greeks as an act of rare and 
inimitable virtue. Their light and perfidious 
ambition was eager .to seize or anticipate the mo- 
ment of a vacancy, while a law succession, the 
guardian both of the prince and people, was gra- 
dually defined and confirmed in the hereditary 
monarchies of Europe. In the support of the 
Eastern empire, Henry was gradually left with- 
out an associate, as the heroes of the crusade 
retired fron^ the world or from the war. The 
d(^ of Venice, the venerable Dandolo, in the 
fullness of years and glory, sunk into the grave. 

The marquis of Montferrat was slowly recalled 
from the Peloponnesian war to the revenge of 
Baldwin and the defence of Thessalonica. Some 
nice disputes of feudal homage and service were 


< See the story of this impostor from the French and Flemish 
wiltera in 0ucange« Hist, de C. P. iii, 9 ; and the ridiculous fabl^ 
that were belied by the monks of St. Alban's» in Matthew Panis, 
Hist. Major, p, 871, 272. 

B 4 
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CHAP, reci^p^^ in a personal intenriew between the 
emperpr and the king : they were firmly united 
by Actual esteem and the common danger ; and 
th<^ir alliance was sealed by the nuptial of Henry 
with the daughter Italian prince. He soon 
deplored the loss of his friend and father. At 
the persuasion of some faithful Greeks, Boniface 
made a bold and successful inroad aim>^ the 
hills of Rhodope I. tfhe Bulgarians fled ' t^i-his 
approach ; they assembled to hiarass his retreat. 
On the • intelligence that his rear was attacked, 

. any defensive armour, he 

leap^ ntn^hed- bis lance, and 

drove the enemies befoiw.>faiMiM|wk,-4Bc 4he-rash 
pursuit he was pierced with a mortal woilridl and 
the bead of thekingof Thessalonicawas presented 
to Calo-John, who enjoyed tiie honours, without 
the merit, of victory. It is here, at this melan<! 

pen or the voice of Jefir^Nif. 
to drop or to expire and 
lis military oflSce of marshal 
exploits are buried 
in oblivion.' The character of Henry was not 
unequal to his arduous situation : in the sie^ 

^ Villehardouiti, No. 257. 1 quote, with regret, this lanaeHteble 

copcl ueion, where we lose at onre the original history, and the tieh 
llluetrauons of Ducange. The last pages may derive some li|^ fitgd 

Henry’s two epistle* toTawoeent HI (Gesta, c. X 06 , 107). ■' 

* The marshal was alive in 1212, but he probably died soon after- 
wards, without returning to France '^Ducange, Observations sur Vil- 
le^douin, p. 238). His 6ef of MessinOple, the gift of Bimiface, was 
the. ^icient Maximianoiwlis, which flourished in the time of Ammia- 
nus Mtvedlinus, among the cities of Thrase (No. 141h 


c^ly event, that the 
' exercised 
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of Constantinople, and beyond the Hellespont, be 
had deserved the fame nf a valiant knight and a“ 
skilful conuQ^dm;^':l3Bd his courage was tem- 
pered with adta^ee’of prudence and un- 

known to his impetuous brother. 1» tiih double 
war the Greeks ^ AsbShstld' the :®^ 

garbwltWBuTope, he- was ever'thfe‘forem8St i& 
sHflboard or on horseback ; and though he can*" 
tiously provided for the success of his arms, the 
drooping Latins were often roused-byhik example 
to save and to second fdieir fearless emperor. But 
such efforts, and some supplies of men and money 
from France, were of less avail than the errors, 
the cruelty, and death of their most fonniddhle 
adversary. When the despair of the Greek sub- 
jects invited- (hdcKJtdm m titew, deliverer, they 
hoped that' he Would protect' .tfidr*l3>erty |UKt 
adopt their laws ; they were soon 
pare the degrees of national ferocity, and to exe- 
crate the savage comjueror, who no longer dis- 
sembled his intention of dispeopling Thrace, of 
demolishing the cities, and of transplanting the 
inhdb^ants beyond the Danube. Many towns 
and villages of Thrace were already evpciiated ; 
an heap of ruins marked the place of Philij^- 
pelis, and a similar calamity was expected at De- 
motica and Adrianople, by the first authors of 
the revolt. They raised a ciy of grief and repent- 
mwe to the throne of Henry ; the emperor alone 
had the magnanimity to forgive and trust them. 
No more than four hundred knights, with their 
Serjeants and archers, could be assembled under 
his banner ; and with this slender force he fought 



266 


T»K DECLINE AND PALL 



f 

-t 


*^”^ 1 **" repulsed the Bulgarian, who, besides his in- 
fantry, was at the head of forty thousand horse. 
In this expedition, Henry felt the difference be- 
tween an hostile' and a friendly country ; the re- 
maining cities wer6 preserved by his arms ; and 
the savage, with shame and loss, was compelled 
to relinquish his prey. The siege of Thessalonica 
was the last of the evils which Calo-John inflicted 
Cff suffered : he wta stabbed in the night m his 
tent ; and the general, perhaps the assassin, who 
found , him weltering in his blood, ascribed the 
e^lause to the lance of St. 
sevmrid victories, the pru- 
dence of Henry concluded; ^athonoiiralde peace 
with the successor of the tyrant, and with the 
Greek princes of Nice and Epirus. If he ceded 
some doubtful limits, an ample kingdom was re- 
served for himself and his feudatories ; and his 
reign, which lasted only ten years, afforded a 
^|l^rt.it^siyal'<ff-prosperity and peace. Far above 
the narrow policy of Baldwin and Boniface, he 
fr^y enhrusted to the Greeks the most import- 
ant ofiices of the state and army ; and his libera- 
lity of sentiment and practice was the more sea- 
sonable, as the princes of Nice and Epirus had al- 
ready learned to seduce and employ the merce- 
nary valour of the Latins. It was the aim of 
Henry to unite and reward his deserving subjects 
«f every nation and language but he appeared 


^ The church of this pitroo of Thessalanica was serred by the ca- 
nons of the holy sepulchre, and contained a divine ointment which 
distilled daily asd stupendcjs miracles (Ducangc, Hist, de Qt f- 

ii, 4), 
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less solicitous to accomplish the impractict^^ CHap. 
union of the two churches. Pelagius, the pope's__ 
legate, who actedji»:;ttje ^¥ereign of Constanti- 
nople, had inttefdicted the wcM^hip of thejQreek% 
and sternly imposed the payment lH*. tithes, 
the double procession of the Holy -C^itost, and a 
blind dbed^ce to the RomaQ! 'pontiff. As tMi . 
we^er party, they pleaded the duties of con- 
science, and implored the rights of toleration : 

“ Our bodies,” they said, “ are C®sar*s, but 
“ our souls belong only to God.”* The perse- 
cution was checked by the firmness of the em- 
peror;’- and if we can believe that the same 
prince was poisoned by the Greeks themselves 
we must entertain a contemptible idea of the 
sense and gratitude cff mankind. His valour was 
a vulgar attribute, which h<e shared witb teD thou- 
sand knights ; but Henry possessed ^eiRi^imor 
courage to oppose, in a superstitions age, the 
pride and avarice of the clergy. In the cathedral 
of St. Sophia, he presumed to place his throne on 
the right hand of the patriarch : and this pre- 
sum^on excited the sharpest censure of pope 
Innocent the third. By a salutary edict, one cff 
the first examples of the laws of mortmain, he 
jarohibited the alienation of fiefs ; many of the 
liOtins, desirous of returning to Europe, resigned 
^eir estates to the church for a spiritual or tem- 
poral reward ; these holy lands were immediately 
discharged from military service ; and a colony of 

* Acropolita (c. 17} observes th ]>ersecution of the legate, aud th^ 
toleration of Henry as he calls him), 
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CHAP. soMie** Would have been gradually transformed 
college of priests.® 

Peter of f- Thc virtuous Henry died at Thessalonica, ift 
the defence «f that kingdom, and of an infant, 
constantx- the SOU of liis fmo^ B(0nifttce. • In the two first . 
emperors of Constantinople, the male line of the 
counts of I’landers Avas extinct. But their sistd 
Yolande was the wife of a French, .pirince, the 
•mother of a nimterous j^ogeny ; efeftfcmeTnf har 


daughters had married Andrew king of Hungaiy, 
n l^aweand pious champion of the cross. By seat- 
tine throne, tlie barons rf 
the forces of « 



neighbouring pru- 

dent AndreAv revered the laws of sncc^idoB j aid 
the princess Yolande, with her husband Peterirf 
Courtenay, count of Auxere, was invited by the 
Latins to assume the empire of the East. The 
royal birth of bis- father, the noble origh^^i||f;‘dMS 


to the barons of France 
cousin of their king. His reputation was 
hlt | ( jh < Widoia» WUH! m^e, and in the bloody 
erttSado ag^iinst the Albigeois, the soldiers and the 
priests liad been abundantly satisfied of his zeal^id 
valonr. \ anity might applaud the elevatMSh u 
I'Vench emperor of Constantinople ; but jrfodenee 
ImjSt pity, rather tlian env)% his treacherous Mid 
imaginary greatness. To assert and e^&rai-bm 
title, he w’as reduebd to sell or mortgage thobe^ 


“ See the reign of Henry, in Ducange (Hist, de C. P. 1. i, c.‘3S- 
41. 1. ii, c. 1 -22j, who is much indebted to the epistles oi the popes, 
l.e Beau (Hint, du Bas Empire* tom. 3xi, p. 120-132) has foundi 
perhaps in Doutreman* seme laws of Henry, which deteratBBed the 
ser\ K ' oi iiefjj, and the prerogative of the emperor. 
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^ bis patrifflony. By these expesyfeata, the Kbfe OHAP- 
rality of his royal ki^iPiBii AagBsti^, ai^ 

the national jbp|rj|l»^«he was ^ahl«d to 

pass the AJps:^ tW head^ef one kmutesdt«Q)d 
forty koi^ts, and five thousand five bp^odi^ sm? 
j€anta«id.»chfiiaE AJtef 

HoiuBiilllK^ titird W8% ciws tiig> 

stt^es^ctf of Constantine : but he performed the 
ceremony in a church without the walls, lest he 
should, seem to imply or to bestow. ca^i%ht. of 
soverei^tjr over the a^ant capital of the empire; 

The Venetians had engaged to transport Peter 
and. his ftwces beyond the Adriatic, and the em- 
press, with her four children, to the Byzantine 
palace ; but tliey required, as the price of their 
service,, that he should ropover Durazzo from the 
de^ot. of Bpirus. Michael Ai^<i^iiSi. {H;X<omBe> 
uns, the first of his dynasty, hiuL tequaaltoiftiMir 
succession of his power and ambition taTheodbre, 

• his legitimate brother, who already tlireatened 
and invaded the establishments of the Latins. 

After discharging his debt by a iVuitk ^s as-iault, 
the emfi^or raised the siege to prosecute a long 
and^penloats- journey over land from. Bluroaxo to 
Thessalonica. He was soon lost in the mountains; 

^ Epirus : the passes were fortified ; his provi- 
sions exhausted ; he was delayed and deceived by 
wtreacherous negociation ; and, after Peter ofnisrapti. 
Cojirtenay and the Roman legate had been ar-j“/th."'* 
Pested in a banquet, the French troops without*- “• 

1 , ^ ^ * 1219 . 

leacEe^ or hopes, were eager to exchange their 

annsfor the delusive promise of mercy and bread. 

The Vatican thundered ; and the. impiou ; Thco- 
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dote was threatened with the vengeance of earth 
^ ffiad heaven ; but the captive emperor and his 
soldiers were forgotten, and the reproaches of the 
pope are confined to the imprisonment of his 
legate. No soon^- wns he satisfied by the deli- ^ 
verance of the priest, and a promise of spiritual , 
obedience, than he pardoned and protected the ; ' 
despot of Epirus. His peremptory commands 
suspended the'ardour of the Venetiahs and the 
king of Hungary ; and it was only by a natural 
or untimely death” that Peter of Courtenay was 
his hopeless captivity.” ' - 

'*''^^liW^|ti^^ig|MtraBeenfhis£ate^ and the presence 
of the lawful 8overeig% e^j!^olande, his wife or 
widow, delayed the proclamation Of a new emr 
peror. Before her death, and in the midst of 
her grief, she was delivered of a son, who was 
named Baldwin, the last and most unfortunate 
of the Latin princes of Constantinople. HintlMh. 
^ad^ared him to the barons of Romania; but hi» 
l^lmhood would have prolonged the troubles of a 
niumei|f#,«ad his jclaimsr were superseded by the 
eider claims of his brethren. The first of these, 
Philip of Courtenay, who derived from his mo-, 
ther the inheritance of Namur, had the wadom 
to prefer the substance of a marquisate to the 


• AoH^MfiU (e. 14) affirms that Peter of Courtenay died hjT the 

sword (.{T-m 7<nrS<u); hut from his dark eipreMBOns, I 

should conclude a previous captivity m tmrai xftm hrfOKras rtmtmt 
nj txmat. The chronicle of Anxerre delays the emperor’s death 
<yi the year 1219 ; and Auxerrc is in the neighbourhood of Courtenay, 

* See the reign and death of Peter of Courtenay, in Ducange 
(nUk do C. P. 1. ii, c, 22.^28). who feebly strives to excuse the af- 
fect of the onperor by Honorius m. 
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shadow of an empire ; and on his refusal, Robert, chap. 
the second of the sons , of Peter and Yolande>Va3 ***** 
called to the throne jrf^Comtmitinople. Warned 
by his fatherVinisdiance, hepursued his slt^ and 
secure journey through Gerinany an4’'al<>Q£^ ^he 
Danube: a passage was opened. siste^'^ 
marnj^ with the king (d* Hungary ; and tibe> 
enqieror Robert was crowned by the patriarch in 
the cathedral of St. Sophia. But his reign was 
an era of calamity and disgrace ; and the cokmy, 
as it was styled, of JVew France yielded on all 
sides to the Greeks of Nice and Epirus. After 
a victory, which he owed to his perfidy rather 
than his courage, Theodore Angelus entered the 
kingdom of Thessalonica, expelled the feeble 
Demetrius the son. of the marquis Boniface, 
erected bis standard on the wafis^^ Adrianople, 
and added, by his vanity, a third or fourtb^iuune 
to the list of rival emperors. The rdiics of the 
Asiatic province were swept away by J ohn V ataces, 
the son-in-lawand successor of Theodore Lascaris, 
and who, in a triumphant reign of thirty-three 
years, displayed the virtues of both peace and 
WEH*. trader bis discipline, the swords of the 
French mercenaries were the most effectual instru- 
ment of his conquests, and their desertion from, 
the service of their country was at once a symp- 
tom and a cause of the rising ascendant of the 
Greeks. By the construction of a lleet, he ob- 
tained the command of the Hellespont, reduced 
the glands of Lesbos and Rhodes, attacked the 
Venetians of Candia, and intercepted the rai’e 
and parsimonious succours of the West. Once, 
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and once only, the Latin emperor sent an army 
. aga&st Vataces ; and in the defeat of that army, 
the veteran knights, the last of the original con- 
quercM's, were left on the field of battle. But the? 
success (rf a for^^ enemy was less painful to 
the pusillanimous Robert than the insolence of Ms 
Latin subjects, who confounded the weakness of 
tke ^mperor and of the empire. His personal 
saKtbrtun^ win prove tte anarchy dl^^FgtWern-' 
Hient, and the ferociousness of the times. The 
aiaormis youth had neglected his Greek bride, 
of Vataces, to introduce into the 
maid, of a private, though 
noble, family of ’/hrWiis ; '.iind her mother had 
been tempted by the lustre of thd^j^Tfplfe to for- 
feit her engagements witli a gentleman of Bur- 
gundy. His love was converted into rage ; be" 
assembled his friends, forced the palace gath's, 
threw the mother into the sea, and inbotni^y 
cu^jgllBMBWOUtMd the wife or concubine 

i^peror. Instead of punishing the ofiend- 
^plhuded the savage 

which, as a prince and as a man, it was . 
impossible that Baldwin should forgive. He 
escaped from the guilty city to implore the' jus- 
tice or compassion of the pope ; the emperor was 
«l^ly exhorted to return to his station ; before 
he could obey, he sunk under the weight' of 
grief, shame, and' impotent resentment.'* 


tf, -Marinus Sonutus Gnidt, U ii, p. 4, c. 18, 

SO much delighted witlh this Moody deed* that he has trails 
“aWellt in fais margin as a bomnri^xemidnitt. Yet he acknowtei^ges 
the damsel fta-the lawful wife of Robert. 

’ See the reign of Robert, in Ducange (Hist, de C. P. 1. iii, c, 1-1 f 
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ItVas only in the age of chivalry, that valonr chap. 
could ascend from a private station to the thrones 
of Jerusalem #nd. QojBst^inople. The titular Baldwin h 
kingdom of J^enii^em bad devolved to 
the daughter of Isabella and Conrad o£ Mont- 

£• i ^ , .7 > .Ti , i Constan- 

lerrat, and the grand-daught^^ofi^lMBaenc oronopie. 

Sajue was givea ^^hn of 
of /A iiobie family in Champagne, by the public 
voice, and the judgment of Philip Augustus, 
who named him as the most worthy champion 
of the Holy land.’’ In the fifth crusade, he led 
an hundred thousand Latins to the conquest 
of Egypt ; by him the siege of Damietta was 
achieved ; and the subsequent failure was justly 
ascribed to the pride and avarice of the legate. 

After the marriage of his daughter with Frederic 
the second* bp was jwovoked .by.l^ epaperor’s 
ingratitude to acc^t tee am)mand-.o|j.j^,jpiy 
of the church ; and though advanced in lue, and 
despoiled of royalty, the sword and spirit of John 
of Brieane were still ready for the service of 
Christendom. In the seven years of his brother’s 
reign, Baldwin of Courtenay had not emerged 
froni A state of chddbood, and the barons of 
Romania felt the strong necessity of placing the 

* Rex ij^tuir Francis, ^eliberatione habits respondit nuatiis, 8o 
4aturuin bominem Syris partibus aptum ; in armis prubum f^reuxj^ 
in bellis secunim, in agendis providum, Johannem ccmittem Bren« 
ftenseiB. Sanut. Secret. FJdeliura, 1. iii, p. xi, c« 4, p. 20S, 

tiiew Paris, p. 159. 

* CKannone (Istoria Civile, tom. ii, I. xvl, p. 380-385) dhcnssei 
t)ie attrriajge of Frederic n with the daughter of John of Brienne, 

4nd the double union of the crowns of Naples and Jerusalem. 
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CHAP, sceptre in the hands of a man and a hero. The 
veteran king of Jerusalem might have disdained 
the name and oflSice of regent ; they agreed to 
invest him for his life with the title and prero- 
gatives of emperor, on the sole condition, that 
Baldwin should many his second daughter, and 
succeed at a mature age to the throne of Constan- 
tinople. The expectation, both of the Greeks 
and Latins, was kindled by the renown, the 
choice, and the presence, of John of Brienne : 
and they admired his martial aspect, his green 
age of more than fourscore years, 
mdv.Mi.'fUSBe.Jand stature, which surpassed the 
common measure of mankind.* . But avarice, 
and the love of ease, appeared to have chilled the 
ardour of enterprise : his troops were disbanded, 
and two years rolled away without action or 
honour, till he was awakened by the dangerous 
alliance of Vataces, emperor of Nice, and. .of 
Bulgaria. They besieged Constan* 
by sea and land with an army of one 
hundred thovusand moi, and a fleet of three hun- 
dred ships of war ; while the entire force of the 
Latin emperor was reduced to one hundred and ' 
sixty knights, and a small addition of serjeants 
and archers. I tremble to relate, that, instead of 
defending the city, the hero made a sally at the 
head of his cavalry ; and that of forty-eight squa- 
drons of the enemy, no more than three escaped 

* Aeropolita, c. 87. The hUtoriaa was at that time a boy, and 
educated at Constantinople. In 1833, Whte he was eleven years old, 
his &tl)er broke the Latin chain, left a splendid fortune, and escap- 
ed to the Greek court of Nice, where bis son was raised to the 
est honours. 
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from the edge of his invincible sword. Fired by chap. 
his example, the infanti^ and the citizens board- 
ed the vessels that anchorpd close to the walls ; 
and twenty-five were dragged in triiqi^h into 
the harbour of Constantinople. At tbe«Ummons 
of the epperor, the y^ss^ls allies armed in 
her jd^pice ; brohe through every obstacle that 
opposed their passage ; and, in the succeeding 
year, obtained a, second victory over the same 
enemies. By the rude poets of the age, John of 
Brienne is compared, to Hector Roland, and 
Judas Maccabseus but their credit, and his 
glory, receives some abatement from the silence 
of the Greeks. The empire was soon deprived 
of the last of her champions ; and the dying mo- 
narch was ambitious tp enter paradise in the bar 
bit of a Franciscan friar.* • • 

In the double victory of John of Briepne, I Baldwin n, 
cannot discover the name or exploits of his pupil ai^ch^ss,’ 
Baldwin, who had attained the age of military 
service, and who succeeded to the imperial dig- 


“ Philip Monskes, bishop of Tournay (,. d. 1274p- 1282), has com. 
poaed a pocin, ar rather a string of verses, in bad old Flemish French, 
on the Latin emper>r8 of Coastantinopie, which Ducange has pub- 
lished at the end of ViUebardouin ; see p. gH for the prowess of 
dohn of Brienne. 

N’Aie, Ector, Roll’ ne Ogiers 
' He Judas Machabeus U siers 
Tant ne fit u’armes en estors 
Com fist li Rois Jehans cel jors 
Et il defors et U dedans ' 

La paru sa force et ses sens 
Et li hardiment qu’il avoit. 

* Sw hid reign of John de Brienne, in Ducange, f-. j 

Ui, c. 13-28. 
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nity on Ihe decease of bis adopted father.’ The 
royat^ youth was employed on a comiaissio® more 
SjH^e to Ws temper; he was sent to visit the 
Western courts, of the pope nmre especially, mid 
©f the king of Frassee; to-eseite their pity by t^ 
view of his innocence and distress ; to obtain 

some si:q>plies of men or money for the relfef of 
tte aMkiHg erajnre. He thriee- repeated these 
mendicant visits, iafSSFhM^ he seem^ ^ prolong 
bis stay, and postpone bis return: of the five-and 
tvmity year© of his reign a greater number were 
li^i^ibrffnd fbnP tit heme : and in no place ^ 

Ie»free and secure 

than in his native cosM^ tfud-laa €»pkd. Cte 
some public occasions his vanity HHgbt b^ soothed 
by the title of Angustus, and by the lionours of 
the purple ; and at the general council of Lyons, 
when Frederic the second was excommunicated 
and deposed, Ms Chnental coHeague was enthrfiht" 
of the pope. But how often 
niNn tlte exile, the vagrant, the imperial b^gar, 
bunibled with S<S^, insulted with pity, and de- 
graded in bis own eyes, and those of the unions ! , 
In his first visit to England he was stopped at 
Dover by a severe reprimand, that he should 
presume, without leave, to enter an independent 
kingdom. After some delay, Baldwin, however, 
was permitted to pursue his journey, was enter- 
tained with cold civility, mad thankfully departed 


y See the reign of Baldwin n, till bis expdsion fnxn Cimstantinople, 
in Docange, Bist. de C. F. t ir, c, t-3*, tSe efttf, I, », c. 1-33. 
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with a present of seven faundn^marks.' From chap. 
the avarice erf Borne, dhe oould ondy obtain ti» 
proclamationBrfil txtnade, and a trea^re erf in- 
dulgences; a ceriii, whose currency seas efepre- 
ciated by too frequent and indiscianifiDkte abuse. 

-Hiis Mrth and misfdrtaaes MdMMasended him to 
tbfrl^himrosity of iib boimn'Xiesvis the ninth ; Inst 
itfce martial zeal of the saint was diverted from 
Constantinople to Egypt and Palestine ; and the 
public and private poverty of Bakiwxa was aMe- 
viated, for a moment, by tbe alienation of the 
marquisite of Namur and the lordship of Courte- 
nay, the last remains of his inheritance.® By 
such shameful or ruinous expedients, he once 
more returned to Romania with an army of 
thirty thousand soldiers, whose numbers were 
doublfed in the appreboision trf tfae Grheks. Hk 
first dispatches to France and Et^iandaffioouBced 
his victories and his hopes ; he had reduced the 
coimtry round the capital to the distance of three 
days journey ; and if he succeeded against an im- 
portant, though nameless, city (most probably Chi- 
orli), the frontier would, be safe and the passage 
acces^ale. Buttheseexpectations (if fiaWwin was 


* Matthew Paris relates the two visits of Beldwia ii to the Polish 
court, p. 396-637 ; his return to Greece armata manu, p. 407 ; his 
letters of his nomen formidabile, &c. p. 481 (a passage which had 
escaped Ducange) ; his expulsion, p. 860. 

*!LoHis tx disapproved and stopped the alienation of Courtenay 
(Bucange, I. iv, c. 23). It is now annexed to the royal demesne, 
but granted for a term (engage) to the family of Boulanviliiers. 
Cdhrtenay, in the election of Xemours in the Isle de France, is a town 
of 900 inhabitants, with the remains of a castle (Melanges tire d’une 
grande Bibliotbe^ue, tom. xlv, p. 74-77- 
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CHAP, sincere) quickly vanished like a dream ; the trbdpS 
and treasures of France melted away in his um 
skilful hands } and the throne of the Latin em^ 
peror was protected by a dishonourable alliance 
with the Turks and Coinans. To secure the for- 
mer, he consented to bestow his niece on the un- 
believing sultan of Cogni ; to please the latter, 
he complied with their pagan rites ; a dog was 
sacrificed between. thfe two armies; and the com 
tracting parties tasted each other’s blood, as a 
pledge of their fidelity.” In the palace or pri- 
stt^^Constdntmople the successor of Augustus 
demdlisfaed ' vacant houses for winter-fuel, 
and stripped the lead from the chiundies for the 
daily expence of his family. Some usurious 
loans were dealt with a scanty hand by the mer*. 
chants of Italy ; and Philip, his son anti heir, 
was pawned at Venice as the security for a debt* 
Thirst, hunger, and nakedness, are positive evils ; 

relative ; ahd a prince, who would 
be rich in a private station, may be exposed* by 
the Ucrerae'of Ins wants to ail the anxiety and 
bitterness of poverty. 

crown of But in this abject distress, the emperor and 

thorns, empire was still posse.ssed of an ideal treasure, 
which drew its fantastic value from the supersti- 
tion of the Christian world. The merit of the true 
cross was somewhat impaired by its frequent di- 
vision ; and a long captivity among the infidels 


* JoiDTille, p. lOi, edit, da LonVi^ A Coman prince, who died 
witlxHit baptism, was buried at At gates of Conatantinopie with a 
live retmue of slaves and horses- 
! Sanuu SecreU Fidel. Crutis. 1. ii, p. iv, c. 18, p. 7a 
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Alight shed some suspicion on the fragments that 
were produced in the East and West. But an- 
other relic of tl» passion was preserved in the 
imperial chapel of Constantinople ; and the crown 
of thorns which had been placed on the bead of 
Christ was equally precious and .authentic. It 
ha4:fiMtnerly been the practice of the Egyptian 
debtors to deposit as a security the mummies of 
their parents ; and both their honour and re- 
ligion were bound for the redemption of the 
pledge. In the same manner, and in the absence > 
of the emperor, the barons of Romania borrowed 
the sum of thirteen thousand one hundred and 
thirty-four pieces of gold,"* on the credit of the 
holy crown; they failed in their performance 
of the contract, aniLa rich Venetian, Nicholas 
Querini, undertook to satisfy their impatient 
creditors, on condition that the relic should be 
lodged at Venice, to become his absolute pro- 
perty, if it were not redeemed within a short and 
definite term. The barons apprized their sove- 
reign of the hard treaty and impending loss ; and 
as the empire could not afford a ransom of seven 
thousand pounds sterling, Baldwin was anxious 
to snatch the prize from the Venetians, and to 
vest it with more honour and emolument in the 
hands of the most Christian king.' Yet the 

* Under the words Perparut, Perpera, IhjperpetvM, Ducange is 
. short and vague : Monetse genus. From a corrupt passage of Gun- 
therus (Hist. C. P. c. 8, p. 10), I guess that the perpera was the 
nummos aureus, the fourth part of a mark of silver, or about ten 
shillings sterling in value. In lead it would be too contemptible. 

° For the translation of the holy crown, &c. from Constantinople 

tv 
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ne^ocHrtidn was attended with some delicacy. In 
the pnrchase of relics, the saint would have 
started at the guilt of simony ; but if the mode of 
expression werecfeanged, he m%ht lawfullyPepay 
the debt, accept the gift, and acknowledge the 
obligation. His ambassadors, two Dominicans, 
were dispatched to Venice, to redeem and re- 
ceive the holy crown, which had escaped the 
dangers of the sea and the gallies of Vataoes. 
On opening a wooden box, they recognized 
the seals of the doge and barons, which ware 
-'im a ihrine of silver ; and within this 
idtc^ment.-Of- the passion was inclos- 
ed in a golden vase. *Ihe KftictKBt Venetians 
yielded to justice and power, the emperor Frede- 
ric granted a free and lionourable passage, the 
court of France advanced as far as Troyes in 
Champagne, to meet with devotion this inestiw- 
able relic : it was home in triumph through n»is 
tigr ^HS'ldl^-htHiself, barefoot, and in his shirt ; 
*13(1^ a free gift of ten thousand marks of silver 
MKoiitAed BaMwill ha his loss. The success of 
this transaction tempted the Latin emperor to 
offer, with the same generosity, the remaining flif- 
niture of his chapel •/ a large and authentic pet- 
tioB of the true cross ; the babydinen of the Son 
of God ; the lance, the sponge,, and the eh®®, 
of his passion;, the rod of Moses; and part of 

t« Paris, see Ducange (Hist; deC. P. L iv, c. U-H, 24 , 35) and 
Keury (Hist. Eccles. tom. *Tii, p. 201-204). 

* Melanges tire d’une grande Bibliothdque, tom. xliii, p. 201-205. 
TbeAiUtnn of Boileau exhibits theln^de, the soul and manners of the 
Sotnte Chaptlle . and many facts relative to the institution arc col- 
lected and explained by his commentators, Brossette and de St. Marc. 
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the skull of St. John the baptist. For the recep- chap. 
tion of these spiritual tt^easures, twenty thousand 
marks were St: Louis on a stately 

foundatifflB, tfte holy diapei of Paris, ■OBr^hich 
the Qtuse of Boileau has bestowed a OBlnie int- 
mortaUtyw. The trcrtii «f such c aninoc hiid^satctort 
reiies^^Trhidi cannot be prtnred by any bumnk 
t^imony, must be admitted by those who be- 
lieve ill the miracles which they have performed. 

About the middle of the last ^e, an inveterate 
ulcer was toiudaed and cured by an holy prickle 
of the holy crown ;* the prodigy is attested by 
the most pious and cnligldened Christians of 
France ; nor will the fact be easily disproved, 
except by those who are aimed with a general 
antidote against rdhguHis credulity.^ 

The Latins of Cocstantinople* were on all 
sides encompassed and pressed ; their side bt^, 1. 1>. 1237 ! 
the last delay of their ruin, was in the division of 
their Greek and Bulgarian enemies ; and of this 


s It was performed a. d. IGoG, March ?4, on the niece of Pascal; 
;and that superior genius, with Arnauld, Nicole, &o. ueie on tlio spot 
to aid attest a miracle which ceDfoueded the Jesuits, and 

saved Pox$ ffOimss iUdaer tom pw i« faia 

quent history of Port Noyal). 

^ Voltaire (Siecle de Lofuia xrv, c. 37, Ouvres, tom. lx, p. IT®, 
179) strives to invalidate the fact ; but Hume (Essays, vol. ii, p. 483, 
484), with more skill and success, seizes the battery, and turns the 
cannon against his enemies. 

^ 'fbe gradual hasses of the Latins may be traced in the third, 
fourth, and fifth books of the compilation of Ducange ; luit ^ tiie 
Greek conquest he has dropped many circumstances, which may be 
recovered from the- large history of George Acropolita, and the three 
Nicephorus Gregoras, two writm of the Byzantine se* 
ri^, who have had the good fortune to meet wHh learned editors, 
Leo Allathis at Borne, and John Boivin in the Academy of Inscrip- 
tions of Paris. 
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CHAP, hope they were deprived by the superior arms and 
policy of Vataces emperor of Nice. From the 
Propontis to the rocky coast of Pamphylia, Asia 
was peaceful and prosperous under his reign ; and 
the events of every ^ampmign extended his in- 
fluence in Europe. The strong cities of the hills 
of Macedonia and Thrace were rescued from 
the Bulgarians ; and their kingdom was circum- 
scribed by its present and proper limits, along the 
southern banks of the Danube. The sole empercar 
of the Romans could no longer brook that a lord 
of a Comnenian prince of the West, 

should pr^ntne to dispute or share the honours of 
the purple ; and the branble Denaetrius changed 
the colour of his buskins, and accept^ with gra- 
titude the appellation of despot. His own subjects 
were exasperated by his baseness and incapacity : 
they implored the protection of their supreme 
lord. After some resistance, the kingdoo*; of 
TlMiiBedcHuca was united to the empire of Nice; 
Mid Vataces reigned without a competitor from 
the Turkish bonders to ^ Adriatic gulf. The , 
princes of Europe revered his merit and power ; 
and had he subscribed an orthodox creed, it should 
seem that the pope would have abandoned with- 
outreluctance the Latin throne ofConstantinople. 
But the death of Vataces, the short and busy 
reign of Theodore his son, and the helpless in- 
fancy of his grandson John, suspended therestora- 
tion of the Greeks, In the next chapter, I shall 
explain their domestic revolutions ; in this place, 
it will be sufficient to observe, that the young 
prince was oppressed by the ambition of his guaiv 
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tiiah and colleague Michael PaljBologus, who dis*- chap. 
played the virtues and vices that telong to the 
founder of a new dynasty. • The emperor Bald- Michael 
win had flatted himself that he might recover 
some provinces or cities by an importantnegocia« 
tion; Hk ambassadors were disaaiMedfnmf Nice a. d. I’sss, 
with; iBi^kery and contempt. At everyplace^**' 
which they named, Palseologus alleged some spe- 
cial reason, which rendered it dear and valuable 
in his eyes t in the one he was bcum { in another 
he had been first promoted to ^military com- 
mand ; and in a third he had enjoyed, and hoped 
long to enjoy, the pleasures of the chacc. “ And 
“ What then do you propose to give us ?” said 
the astonished deputies. Nothing” replied the 
Greek, “ not a foot of land. , If your master be 
“ desirous of peace, let him pay nie, as an annual 
“ tribute, the sum which he receives fhan the 
“ trade and customs of Constantinople. On 
“ these terms I may allow him to reign. If he 
“ refuses, it is war. I aril not ignorant of the 
“ art of war, and I trust the event to God and 
“ my sword.”*' An expedition against the des- 
pot of Epirus was the first prelude of bis arms. 

If a victory was followed by h defeat ; if the race 
of the Comneni or Angeli survived in those 
mountains bis efforts and his reign ; the captivity 
of Villehardouinj prince of Achaia, deprived the 
Latins of tihe most active and powerful vassal of 
their expiring monarchy. The republics of Ve- 
nice mid Genoa disputed, in the first of their naval 


‘ Qwtge Acropslita, c. 78, p. 89, 92, edit. Paris- 
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« H A p. wans, the commaad of the sea and the coBun^ce 
of the East. Pride and interest attached the 
T-metians to the defence of Constantkiople : 
their rivals were teHi,pted to pronrote the designs 
of her raiemies, and the alliance of the Genoese 
with the schismatic conqueror provic^ed the in- 
dignation of the Latin churdi.* 

Constant!. Intent on this great object, the emp»or 
covered by Michael vmted in person, and strengthes^d the 
*’^®^^j®|gj’troops and fortificatioBs in Thrace. The remains 
July 2s. 4jf iJie Eatins were driven from their last pos* 
tWtKMasr'he assanlted, without success, the 

and -coirespoBded with a perfi- 
dious baron, who proped or unable, 

to open the gates of the metropoKs. The next 
spring, his favourite general Alexius Stratego- 
fMilus, whom he liad decorated with the title 
of Caisar, passed the Hellespont with eight hun- 
dred horse and some infantry,™ on a seca?^-!^* 
pedilhMtn f^NUoriastructions enjoined him to ap- 
fCb^, to listen, to watch, but not to risk any 
jWk ; Jftigiliwiua^afltierprise against the 
city. The adjacent territory betw^n the Pro- 
pontis and the Black sea was cultivated by Mi 

‘ The Greeks, ashamed of any foreign aid, disguise the alliance and 
succour of the Genoese; but the fact is proved by the testimony of J. 
ViUani fChron. i, vi, c. 71, in Mnratori, Script. Renxm Italicarutn, 
tom. niii, p. BOR, mtd W'iliiam de Nangis (Apnakss de St; Aouia, 

|>- 248, in the Ia)UTre Joinville), two impartial foreigners ; and Urban 
IT threatened to deprive Genoa of her archbishop. 

* Some precautions must be usedsDrecanciling the discordant nntn- 
%ws; the 800 soldiers of liitftas, tlie jUiOflO of Spaodugtno (i^oA 
Ducoige, I. V, c. 24) ; the Greeks and Scythians of Acropolita ; and 
the numerous army of Michael, in the epistles of pope Urban iv (h 
ISO). 
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hawdj race of peasants and outlaTrs, exercised in chap. 
arms, uncertain in tiaaeff allegiance, but inclined 
by language^ r^gko^ aad present advant^e, to'~''^' 
the party o£ dbe Greeks. They were s^kd the 
vohinieeti :* and by their free service^^ tte »iny 
of Ale9da% Mritk the regulars ef ^mnee and the 
CemiMS aiuxiltaries,* vrm augmeikted to the rmm* 
ber^of five-and-twenty thousand men. By the 
ardour of the volunteers, and by his own ambi- 
tion, the Caesar was stimulated to disobey the 
precise orders of his master, in the just confidence 
that success would ^ad bis pardon and reward. 

The weakness of Constantinople, and the distress 
and terror of the Latins, were familiar to the 
observation of the volunteers ; and they repre- 
sented the present moment as the most propitious 
tosoi^Meandeoiuplest A ra^ youth, the new 
governor of the Venetian colmiy, had saSed 
away with thirty gallies, and the best of the 
French knights, on a wild expedition to Daph- 
nusia, a town on the Black sea, at the distance 
of forty leagues ; and the remaining Latins were 
without strength or suspicion. They were in- 
ibrnied that Alexias bad passed the Hellespont ; 
but their apprehen^ns were lulled by the 
smallness of bis original numbers ; and their im- 
prudence had not watched the subsequent in- 
crease of his army. If he left his main body to 

* 9tXnfitaTitfiof They are described and named by Padiymer 0. ii, 
c. 14). 

* It Sa seedless to seek these Comans in the deserts of Tartary, or 
even of Mol^via. A part of the horde had submitted to John Va- 
taces, and was probably settled as a nursery of soldiers on some wai^e 
knds of Thrace (Cantacuzen. I. i, e. 8). 
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CHAP, second and support his operations, he might ad.» 
vance unperceived, in the night, with a chosen 
detachment. While some applied scaling lad.^ 
ders to the lowest part of the walls, they were 
secure of an old Greek, who would introduce 
their companions, through a subterraneous pas- 
sage, into his house ; they could soon, on the 
inside, break an entrance through the golden- 
gate, which, had been long obstructed ; and the 
conqueror would be in the heart of the city, 
before the Latins were conscious of their danger.i 
debate the Caesar resigned himself 
tb the volimteers ; they were trusty, 

bold, and successful { mid in deseritmg the plan, 
I have already related the execution and spc- 
cess.*’ But no sooner had Alexius passed the 
threshold of the golden gate, than he trembled, 
at his own rashness; he paused, he deliberated; 
till the desperate volunteers urged him fcarwiad, 
by .bho liMPireMnce, that in retreat lay the greatest 
aaul most inevitable danger. Whilst the Caesar 
^pt: ientt array, the Comans, 

dispersed themselves on all sides ; an alarm was 
sounded^ and the threats qf fire and pill^^e 
compelled the citizens to a decisive resolution. 
The Greeks of Constantinople remembered their 
native sovefeigns ; the Genoese merchants their 
i^pcent alliance oad Venetian foes; every qo^er 
was in arms ; and the air resounded with a 

» The logs pf Constantinople is briefly told by the Latins : the cop- 
qhest is described with more satisfaction by the Greeks; by Acropolita 
(c. 8^ Pachymer (1. ii, c. ?6, 9T), NicephorusGregoiaa 0, iv,c.i,*;i 
See Dncange, Hist, de C. P. I, v, c, 19-27), 
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general acclamation of “ Long life and victory chap. 

“ to Michael and John, the august emperors of . ^ 

“ the Romans!” Thfjir rival, Baldwin, was 
awakened by the sound ; but the most pressing 
danger could not prompt him to draw his sword 
in the defence of a city which he deserted, per* 
haps, jrith more pleasure than r^ret : he 
frqMB the palace to the sea-shore, where he de* 
scried the welcome sails of the fleet returning 
from the vain and fruitless attempt on Dapbuu- 
sia. Constantinople was irrecoverably lost ; but 
the Latin emperor and the principal families em- 
barked on board the Venetian gallies, and steered 
for the isle of Euboea, and afterward for Italy, 
where the royal fugitive was entertained by the 
pope and Sicilian king, with a mixture of con- 
tempt and pity. From the loss of Constantinople 
to his death he consumed thirteen years, solicit- 
ing the catholic powers to join in his restoration { 
the lesson had been familiar to his youth ; nor 
was his last exile more indigent or shameful than 
his three former pilgrimages to the courts of Eu- 
rope, His son Philip was the heir of an ideal 
empire ; and the pretensions of his daughter Ca- 
tharine were transported by her mmriage to 
Charles of Valois, the brother of Philip the Fair, 
king of France. The house of Courtenay was 
represented in the female line by successive alli- 
ances, till the title of emperor of Constantinople, 
too bulky and sonorous for a private name, mo- 
destly expired in silence and oblivion,** 

< See the three last books (U e-Tiii), and the genealogicgl tables of 
Qusaoge. In the year 1381, the titular emperor of Constantinople 

vas 
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CHAP. Aft^ this narratiw of the expeditions of the 
Latins to Palestine and Constantinople, I cannot 
General disniss the subject without revolving the general 
que^ces of coHsequencea on the countries that were the 
the cru- scene, and on the ^tions that were the actors, of 
these memorable crusades.’’ As soon as the arms 
of the Franks were withdrawn, the impression, 
though not the memory, was erased in the Ma- 
hometan realms, of Egypt and Syria- The faith* 
fill disciples of the prophet were never tempted by 
a projdiane desire to study the laws or language 
n^ did the simplicity of th^ 
the slightest alteratimi 
from theirint«coiBEseh».piaee and war with the 
unknown strangers of the West •‘ThBe^G*eeks, 
who thought themselves proud, but who weifi^ 
only vain, showed a disposition somewhat less in* 
flexilile. In the efforts for the recovery of their 
empire they emulated the valour, disciphn^^aJid 
tskotiia^ oCvthw antagmiists. The modem lite- 

(ff the West they might justly despise; but 

them in the rights of 
sum ; and some institutions of public and private 
life were adopted from the French. The correa* 
pondence of Constantinople and Italy diffuse!: the 

W9B Barnes <te Baox, duke of Andria in the kingdom of Napl^ 
son of daughter of Catharine de Valois, daughter of Catha- 

rine, daughter^ of PhU^ son of Baldwin ii (Dturange, 1. viii* c. 3T, 
3S)> It is UBCcrtafai whether he left any posterity. 

* Abulfeda, who saw the conclusion of the crusades, speaks of ^ 
kingdoms of the Franks* sod those of the negsoes, as equally UB- 
toBOwn (.ProlegoiB- ad Ge<^r^di«). Had he not disdained the Latia 
language, how easily might the Syrian prince have found books and 
Inttfpreten? 
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- kH@wI«ige of tl#e Latin tongue; and several chap. 
fathers and classics were at lengtii honoured witih 
a Greek version.* But;, the netional and rel%ious 
prejudices of the Orientals were inflanaed bf per- 
secuticHi ; and the reign of the Latins cimfirmed 
the separation of the two churches. 

If we compare, at the era of the crusades, the 
Latins of Europe, with the Greeks and Arabians, 
their respective degrees of knowledge, industry, ■ 
and art, our rude ancestors must be content with 
the third rank in the scale of nations. Their 
successive improvement and present superiority 
may be ascribed to a peculiar energy of character, 
to an active and imitative spirit, unknown to their 
more polished rivals, who at that time were in a 
stationary or retrograde state. With such a dis- 
position, the Latins should have dorived the most 
early and essential benefits from a series of evmts 
whicli opened to their eyes the prospect of the 
world, and introduced them to a long and fre- 
quent intercourse with the more cultivated regions 
of the East. The first and most obvious progress 
Was in trade and manufactures, in tlie arts which 
are stroi^ly prompted by the thirst of wealth, the 
calls of necessity,and the gratification of the sense 
or vanity. Among the crowd of unthinking fa- 

• A short aod superficial account of these versions from Latin into 
Greek, is given by iluet (de Interpretationcet de claih. Interpretibus^ 

13I>.13$). Maximus Planudes, a monk of Constantinople (i. o. 

13S7-*1353), has translated Ca^ar^s Commentariesi the Somnium Scl- 
pionis, the Metamorphoses and Heroidcs of Ovid, (Fabric. Bib* * 

GrsMa toiBu Xt p. 533)- 

VOL. XI. 


U 
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CHAP, natics, a captive or a pilgrim might sometimes 
observe the superior refinements of Cairo and 
Constantinople ; the first importer of wind-mills* 
was the benefactor of nations ; and if such bless- 
ings are enjoyed without any grateful remem- 
brance, history has condescended to notice the 
more apparent luxuries of silk and sugar, which 
were transported into Italy from Greece and 
Egypt. But the intellectual wants of the Latins 
were more slowly felt and supplied; the ardour 
of studious curiosity was awakened in Europe by 
causes and more recent events ; and, in 
the'i^ ttf -^hi^«ri»ade8, they viewed with care- 
less indifference the Uterat^ure of tine Greeks and 
Arabians. Some rudiments of mathMia^al and 
medicinal knowledge might be imparted in prao-' 
tice and in figures ; necessity might produce some 
interpreters for the grosser business of merchants 
and soldiers ; but the commerce of the Orientals 
had notdighsed the study dnd knowledge of their 
tankages in the schools of Europe." If a simi" 
lar parindple of r6%ion repulsed tlie idiom of the 
koran, it should have excited their patience and 
curiosity to understand the original text of the 
gospel ; and the same grammar would have un- 
folded the sense of Plato and the beauties of 


* Wind-raUIt, 6r»t lavented in the dry country of Asia Minor, were 
used ir, Normandy as early as the year 1 105 (Vie privee des Francois, 
tom. i, p. 4-2, -43. Dncange, Gloss. Latin, tom. iv, p. 474). 

" See the complaints of Roger Bacon (Biographia Britannica, rol. i. 
p. 41S. Kippis s edition); If Bacon himself, or Gerbert, understood 
some Greek, they were prodigies, and owed nothing to the commerce 
ef the East. 
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Homer. Yet in a reign of sixty'years, the Latins chap. 
of Constantinople disdained the speech and learn- 
ing of their sulyecti ; and the manuscripts were 
the only treasures which the natives might enjoy 
without- rapine or envy. Aristotle was indeed 
the oracle of the western universities but it was 
a barimrous Aristotle ; and, instead of ascending 
tu the fountain head, his Latin votaries humbly 
accepted a corrupt and remote version from the 
Jews and Moors of Andalusia. The priiiciple of 
the crusades was a savage fanaticism : and the 
most important effects were analogoustothecause. 

Each pilgrim was ambitious to return with his 
sacred spoils, the relics of Greece and Palestine ;* 
and each relic w as preceded and followed by a 
train of miracles and visions. The belief of the 
catholics was corrupted by new legends, their 
practice by new superstitions ; and the establish- 
ment of the inquisition, the mendicant orders of 
monks and friars, the last abuse of indulgences, 
and the final progress of idolatry, flowed from 
the baleful fountaiii of the holy war. I'he active 
spirit of the Latins preyed on the vitals of their 
reason and religion ; andMf the ninth and tenth 
centuries were the times of darkness, the thir- 
teenth and fourteenth were the age of absurdity 
and fable. 

In the profession of Christianity, in the culti- 


• Such was the opinion of thcijreat Leibnitz (Oeuvres de Fontenelle, 
tom. V, {». 4dd), a master of the history of the middle ages. I shall 
only instance the pedigree of the Carmelites, and the flight of the house 
of Loretto, vhich were both derived from Palestine. 

V 2 



592 


Tmw, I^ECUNE ANB VALL 

vation of a fertile land, the noHhem conqueroFf 
of the Roman empire insensibly mingled with the 
provincials, and rekindled the embers &£ the arts 
of antiquity. "Kieir settlements about the age of 
Charlemagne had acquired some degree of order 
and stability, w hen they were overwhelmed by 
new swarm.' of invaders, the Normans, Saracens,* 
andHungarians,whoreplungedthe western conB>» 
tries of Europe into their lormor state of anarchy 
and barbarism. About the eleventh century,the 
second tempest had subsided by the expulsion or 
<^yersiou of the enemies of Christendom : th& 
tide of cjhdli^tioo, which had so long ebbed, 
began to flow with a §;teadj apd accelerated 
course ; and a fairer pro^ct was (^eiied to the 
hopes and efforts of the rising generations. 
Great was the increase, and rapid the progress, 
during the two hundred years of the crusades; 
and some philosophers have applauded the pro- 
pitious mduence of these holy wars, which appear 
to me to have checked rather than forwarded 
the. maturity ^ ^iprope.* The Jives and Ist- 
hours of millions, which were buried in the East, 
would have been more proStal.ly employed in 
the iiiiprovement of their native country : the ac- 
cumulated stock of industry and wealth would 

^ If l rank tbf Saracens with the barbarians, it is only rriathr* to 
their war., or rather inroads, in Italy and France, where their sole 
, ^ purpose was to plunder and destroy. 

• On this interesting sahject. the progress of society in Europe, B 
Mmeg ray of phi’owpliical light has hrote from Scotland in uur own- 
Umesf and it is » ith private, as well as public regard, that I repeat 
tire names of Hume, iiobetuon, and Adam Smith. 
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have overflowed in navigation afid trade ; and ckaf. 
the Latins would have been enriched and en- 
lightened by a pmv and ftieiuily ccHTespoodence 
with the ditnates of the Bast. In one respect 1 
can indeed perceive the accidents oparatktt of 
the crusades, not so much in producing a bene- 
fit ^ tit removing an evil. TTie larger portion of 
the inhabitants of Europe was chained to the 
soil, without freedom, or property, or know- 
ledge ; and the two orders of eedesiastics and 
nobles, whose numbers were comparatively small, 
alone deserved the name of citizens and men. 

This oppressive system was supported by the arts 
of the clergy and the swords of the barons. The 
authority of the priests operated in the darker 
ages as a salutary antidote ; they prevented the 
total extinction of letters, mitigated the fierce- 
ness of the times, sheltered the poor abd defence- 
less, and preserved or revived the peace and order 
of civil society. But the independence, rapine, 
and discord, of the leudal lords, were uninixed 
with any semblance of good ; and every hope of 
industry and improvement w as crushed by the 
iron weight of the martial aristocracy. Among 
the causes that undermined that Gothic edifice, a 
conspicuous jdace must be allowed to the cru- 
sades. The estates of the barons were dissipated, 
and their race w'ere often extinguished, in these 
costly and perilous expeditions. Their poverty « 
extorted from their pride those charters of free- 
dom which unlocked the fetters of the slave, se- 
cured the farm of the peasant and the shop of the 
artificer, and gradually restored a substance and 
u 3 
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CHAP, a soul to the most numerous and useful part of 
LXI . ^ 

the community. The conflasrratioii which de- 

stroyed the tall and barren trees of the forest, 

gave air and scope to the vegetation of the 

smaller and nutritive plants of the soil. 


Digression on the family of Comrtemy. 

The purple of threO emperors who have 
reigned at Constantinople will authorise or ex- 
a' digression on the origin and singular 
fortunes of the house of Courtenay^ in the 
three principal branches, L Of Edessa; ii. Of 
France ; and, iii. Of England; of which the last 
onlyhas survived the revolutions of eight liiuidred 
years. 

Origin of i. Before the introduction of trade, which 

the family ,, 

of Courte- scatters riches, and of knowledge, which dispels 

rS 1020, the prerogative of birth is most strongly 

felt and most humbly acknowledged. In every 
age;^lSie laws manners of the Germans have 
discriminated the ranks of society : the dukes 
and counts, who shared the empire of Ch^le- 
magne, converted their office to an inheritance ; 
and to his children each feudal lord bequeathed 

• I have but hot confined, myself to a Aw-, 

tory of tht noble and iOuxtrioms family of Cowrttnay^ hy Ezra Clmvelandt 
tefor to Sir William Conrtemoyy and rector of Honit&n\ Exon, 1735, 
in folio. The first part is extracted .from William of Tyre ; the se- 
cond from Bouchet’s French history; and the third ft om various 

memoriais, public, provincial, and private, the Courtenays of De- 
vonshire. The rector of Honiton has more gratitude than industry, 
>nd more industry than criticism. 
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his honour and his sword. The proudest families cha^f. 
are content to lose, in the darkness of the middle 
ages, the tree rf their pedigree, which, how- 
ever deep and lofty, must ultimately rise from a 
plebeian root ; and their historians must descend 
ten centuries below the Christian era, before they 
can a^ertain anylineal»suo£esaon by the evidence 
of surnames, of arms, and of autlientic records. 

With the first rays of light," we discern the nobi- 
lity afid opulence of Atho, a French knight : 
his nobility in the rank and title of a nameless 
father ; his opulence, in the foundation of the 
castle of Courtenay in the district of Gatinois, 
about fifty-six miles to the south of Paris. From 
the reign of Robert, the son of Hugh Capet, the 
barons of Courtenay are conspicuous among the 
immediate vassals of the crown, and Joscelin, the 
grandson of Atho and a noble dame, ■ is enrolled 
among the heroes of the first crusade. A domes- 
tic alliance (their mothers were sisters) attached 
him to the standard of Baldwin of Bruges, 
second count of Edessa ; a princely fief, which he Odessa, 

* . , A. D. IIOI' 

was worthy to receive, and able to maintain, an- 1152. 
nounces the number of his martial followers ; 
and after the departure of his cousin, Joscelin 
himself was invested with the county of Edessa on 
both sides of the Euphrates. By the economy in 
peace, his territories were rejilenished with Latin 
and Syrian subjects ; his magazines with corn. 


^ The primitive record of the family is a passage of the continiui- 
lor of Aimoin, a monk of Ficury, who wrote in the twelfth century 
See his Cbronide, in the Hhtonans of France (torn, xi, p. 2T6). 

U 4 
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CHAP, wine, and oil; his castles with gold and silver, 
with anns and horses. In a holy warfare of 
years, he was alternately a conqueror and 
a captive ; but he died like a soldier, in an horse- 
litter at the head of his troops; and his last 
glance beheld the flight of the Turkish invaders 
who had. presumed on his age and infirmities. 
His son, and successor, of tbo same name, was, 
less deficient in valour than in vigilaiw^; but 
he sometimes forgot that dominion is acquired 
and maintained by the same arts. He challenged 
tht hfiotiiity <rf the Turks, without securing the 
frirad&ip of the pnnee of Antioch ; and amidst 
the peaceful luxury of^ W 

Joscelin neglected the defence; of the Christian 
frontier beyond the Euphrates. In liis absence, 
Zenghi, the first of the Atabeks, besieged and 
stormed his capital, Edessa, which was feebly de- 
fended by a timorous and disloyal crowd of 
entals ; the Franks were impressed in a bold at- 
tempt fw its recovery, and Courtenay ended his 
diQTS in tlw ftrisKm Aleppo. He still left a fair 
and ample patrimony. But the victorious Turks 
oppressed on all sides the weakness of a widow 
and orphan ; and for the equivalent of an annu- 
al pension, they resigned to the Greek emperor 
the charge of defending, and the shame of losing, 
the last relics of the {^tin conquest. The coun- 
tess dowager of Edessa retired to Jerusalem with 
her two children ; the daughter, Agnes, became 


• Tarlkase}, or as it is now styled Telbesher, is 6xed by d’Anvill* ^ 
four-and-twenty miles from the great passage over the Euphrates 
Zeugma 
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the wife and mother of a king ; the son, Joseelia chap. 
flie third, acc^^ed the (»Sice of seneschal, the ***** 
first of the kii^dew, apd held his new estates in "**"***“ 
Palestine by ^ service of fifty knights. His 
name apqpears with honoiu* in all the transactions 
of peace and war* ; hot he finally vanisbes in-tte 
fall of «^niiaaleni ; and tbe naaieof Courtenay, in 
tbi» branch of Edessa, was lost by the marriage, 
of his two daughters with a French and Ger-. 
man bm'oa.'’ 

II. While Joscelin reigned beyond tbe Eu- II. The 
phrates, his elder brother Milo, the son of Josce-cOrai^i^ 
lin, the son of Atho, continued, near the Seine, 
to possess the castle of their fathers, which was at 
length inherited, by Rainaud, or Reginald, the 
youBgest of bis three sons. Examples of genius 
or virtue must be rare in the annals of the olde^ 
families ; and, ki a remote age, their pride will 
embrace a deed of rapine and violence ; such, 
however, as could not be perpetrated without 
smne superiority of courage, or, at least, of power. 

A descendant of Reginald of Courtenay may blush 
for tbe puHic robber, who stripped and impri. 
soned several merchants, after they had satisfied 
the king’s duties, at Sens and Orleans. He will 
glory in the offence, since the bold oflPender could 
not be compelled to obedience and restitution, till 
^ regent and tlm count of Champagne prepared 


* Hal foneasioBs are distingii^hed in the Asthet ot Jerusalen 
^ 82f) MDong the feudal tenures oi the tinhorn, which must thcre«- 
fere have been collected between the il&3 and 1187. 

^cee may be found in the Li{;iiage8 d'Outremerr c. 16. 
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CHAP, to march against him at the head of an army.* 
Reginald bestowed hisestates on his eldest daugh- 
Their aiii- tcF, and his daughter on the seventh son of king 
t^rroyai* Louis the fat ; and their marriage was crowned 
'iiso ^ numerous offspring. We might expect 
that a private should have merged in a royal 
name ; and that the descendants of Peter of 
France, and Elizabeth of Courtenay, would have 
enjoyed the title and -honours of princes of the 
blood. But this legitimate claim was long ne- 
glected and finally denied ; and the causes of their 
will represent the story of this sec(pd 
In^nch;— =1. Of all the families now extant, the 
most ancient, doubtless, mid 1^e;jno8t illustrious, 
IS the house of France, which has occupied the 
same throne above eight hundred years, and de- 
scends in a clear and lineal series of males, from 
the middle of the ninth century.*^ In the age 

satisfaction of Reginald de Courtenay are pre* 
arranged in the epistles of the abbot and regent Suger 
icv\v, cxvi), the best memorials of the age (Duchesne, ScriptcHres Hist. 

. ^ In the beginning of the eleventh century, after naming the father 
and grandfather of Hugh Capet, the monk Glaber is obliged to add, 
ciijii.s genus ralde in-antc rcperitur obscurum. Yet we are assured 
that the gi-cat grandlather of Hugh Capet was Robert the strong, 
count of Anjou (j. o. 863-873), a noble Frank of Neustria, Neustri- 
cus , . . generosje stirpis, who was slain in the defence of his coun- 
ty against the Normans, dum patri* fines tuebatur. Beyond Robert, 
aU ia conjecture or fisbie. It is a probable conjecture, thi^ the third 
lacc descended from the second by Childebr.Tnd, the brother of 
Charles .Uartel. It is an absurd fable, that the second was allied to 
the first by the marriage.of Ansbert, a Roman senator, and the an- 
cestor of St. Arnoul, with BlitUde, a daughter of Clotaire i. The 
Suon origin oi the house of France is an ancient but incredible opi- 
man. See a judicious memoir of M. de Foncemagne (Memoires 

da 
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of the crusades, it was already revered both in the chap. 
East and West. But from Hugh Capet to the 
marriage of Pe^p,- no more than five reigns or 
generations had elapsed ; and so precarious was 
their tiile, that the eldest sons, as a n^essarypre- 
caution, were previously crowned dunng the life- 
time’ of their fathers. The'^ers of France have 
long maintained their precedency before the 
younger branches of the royal line ; nor had the 
princes of the blood, in the twelfth century, ac- 
quired that hereditary lustre which is now diffused 
over ‘the remote candidates for the succession. 

2. The barons of Courtenav must have stood iiisjh 
in their own estimation, and in that of the world, 
since they could impose on the son of a king 
the obligation of adopting for himself and all 1 .£ 
descendants the name and arms of their daughter 
and his wife. In the marriage of an heiress with 
her inferior or her equal, such exchange was often 
required and allowed : but as ti;ey continued to 
diverge from tlie regal stem, tiie sons of Louis the 
fat were insensibly confo.inde,l with their ma- 
ternal- ancestors ; and the newCourtenays migiit 
deserve to forfeit the honours of their birth, 
wliich a motive of interest had tempted them to 
renounce, ‘i. The shame was far more perma- 
nent than the reward, and a momentary blaze 
was followed I)y a long darkness. Tlie eldest son 
of these nujitials, Peter of Courtenay, had mar- 
ried, as I have ah eady mentioned, the sister of the 


deTAcademie des Insciiptions, tom xx, p. 548-o79). He had pro* 
mibed to declare his own opinion in a second mcmQ:r. wh.th has 
ver appeared. 
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CHAi*. couBts ©f Flanders, the two first emperws of 
Cwatantinople : he rashly accepted the invitation 
o£ the barons of Romania ; his two sons, Robert 
and Baldwin, successively held andlost theren^ns 
of the Latin empire in the East, and the grand- 
daughter of Baldwin the second again mingled 
her blood with the blood of France and of Valois. 
To support the expences of a trouWed and tran* 
^ory reign, theff patrimonial estates were mort- 
gaged or sold ; and the last emperors of (.'on- 
Stantinople depended on the annual charity of 
Soma and Naples. 

Whitethe elder brothers dissipated their wealth 
in romant'c adventares, and the «satle of Cour- 
tenay was profaned by a plebeian owner, the 
youn . er brandies of that adopted name were pro- 
pagated and muitiplied. But their splendour was 
clouded by poverly and time ; after the decease of 
Robert, great butler of France, they descended 
firom prtiKOs to barcois; tbe next generations 
weeh confounded w ith the simple gentry ; the de- 
ttngh could no longer be visi- 
ble in tbe rural lords of Tanlay and of Champig- 
nelles. The more adventurous embraced with- 
out dishonour thfi profession of a soldier : tlieleast 
active and opulent might sink, like their cousins 
of the branch of Dreux, into the condition of 
peasants. Their royal descent, in a dark period 
of four hundred years, became each day more 
obsolete and ambiguous ; and their pedigree, in- 
stead of being enrolled in the annals of the king- 
dom, must be painfully searched by the minute 
diligence of heralds and genealogists. It was not 
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tiU tbe of the sixteenth ceniturjr, on the Beeea- chap. 

sion of a family almost as remote as their own, 
that tbe prin^g^T ^hit «f the Courtenays again 
revived: and the question the nohihty pro* 
voked thena to assert the royalty pf jtheir hlood. 

They applied to the justice nad/painpasskm of 
Henry the fourth ; obtained a favourable opinieaL 
&«mi twenty lawyers of Italy and Germany, and 
modestly compared themselves to the descendant 
of king David, whose prerogatives were not im- 
paired by the lapse of ages or the trade of a car- 
penter.® But every ear was deaf, and every cir- 
cumstance was adverse, to their lawful claims. 

The Bourbon kings w ere Justified by the neglect 
of the Valois : the princes of the blood, more re- 
cent and lofty, uisdaiDed the alliance of this hum- 
ble kindred : the parliament, without denying 
their proofs, eluded a dangerous precedent by aa 
arbitrary distinction, and established St. Louisas 
the first father of the royal line.'* A repetition of 


* Of the various petition®, apoloo^ic^, ^c. pnblish^'d hy the priocut 
•f Courtenay, 1 have Bccn the ihite all in c>cuvf>: 1. De 

Stirpe et Origine de Courtenay r adaita sunt B.;.-vpon^a Ccle» 

berrimortim Kurops JunaeofiMtltorom t PbHs, ? Re)>m. n* 

tali du Procede tenu a I'inntance faicte devant le Roi. par iVfessieura 
de Courtenay, pour la converi»ation de THonneur et Di^nitc de icur 
Maison, bramli de la ro^alle Maison de France; a Piri«, 1613. 
3. Rtpresentalion du autject qui a prtic Mes-icuis do Salie® ct d* 
Fraviile, de la Maison de Ct'Urtenay, a S4* rcrir».r h -r^ rl'i 3i)yaunic» 
1614 . Jt was an hom'cide, for ’»h’ch th Courtenays expected to be 
pardoned, or tried, as princes of tbe blood. 

^ The sense of the p. rli^mtnt-* is thus expresed by Thuanu.* ; Trinv 
•Ipi* nomen nu^quam in tributum. ni i ii.s qui per in-u e e re« 

fibt» nostris orig.nem rcpetuni ; qui ntitjC tantum a Ltid v ra : jno 
heats maokorue niuxterantui ; lum €<iriinai ei Droceoipasy a Luaovica 
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CHAP, complaints and protests was repeatedly disre- 
garded ; and the hopeless pursuit was terminat- 
ed in the present century by the death of the last 
male of the family.* Their painful and anxious 
situation was alleviated by the pride of conscious 
virtue : they sternl}’" rejected the temptations of 
fortune and favour; and a dying Courtenay would 
have sacrificed his son, if the youth could have 
renounced, for any temporal interest, the right 
and title of a legitimate prince of the bloofi of 
France.*' 

in.The • i According to the old register of Ford ab- 
^ottrtenays of DevonsMre are descended 
from prince Florus, thesecmKlson of Peter, and 
the grandson of Louis the fat.’ This TaWe of 
the grateful or venal monks was too respectfully 

erase genus ducentes, hodie inter eos minime rocensentur, A dls« 
tinciion of expediency, rather than justice. The sanctity of Louis 
fx could not invest him with any special prerogative, and all the dfe* 
acet^ante of Hu|^ Capet must be included in his original compact 
French nation. 

* The last male of the Courtenays was Charles Roger, who died in 

The last female was He- 
lene de Courtenay, who married Louis de Boufiewont. Her title of 
Princesse dn San- Ro^val dc France, was suppressed (February 7th 
1737) by an arret of the parliament of Paris, 

^ The sin—ular anecdote to which 1 allude is related in the Beeued 
des Pieces interessantes et peu connues (Maestrieht, 178G, in 4 vols. 
I2mo) ; and the unknown editor quotes his author, who had I'eceived 
H from Helene de Courtenay, marquese de Bcaufremont. 

' Dugdale, Monasticon Anglicanum, tol. i, p. 786. Yet this fable 
must have been invented before the reign of Edward iii. The profuse 
devotion of the three 6rst genemtions to Ford abbey was followed by 
oppression on one side and ingratitude on the other ; and in the sixth 
generation, the monks ceased to register the births, actions, and deaths, 
of flieit patrons. 
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entertained by our antiquaries, Cambden™ and chap. 
Dugdale but it is so clearly repugnant to truth 
and time, that the rational pride of the family 
now refuses to accept this imaginary founder. 

Their most faithful historians believe that after 
giving, his daughter to the king's son, Reginald 
of Courtenay abandonedhispossessionsin France, 
ai^ obtained from the English monarch a second 
wife and a new inheritance. It is certain, at 
least, that Henry the second distinguished, in 
his camps and councils, Reginald, of the name 
and arms, and, as it may be fairly presumed, of 
the genuine race of the Courtenays of France. 

The right of \vardship enabled a feudal lord to 
reward Ijis vassal with the marriage and estate of 
a noble heiress ; and Reginald of Courtenay ac- 
quired a fair establishment in l>eTimshire, where 
his posterity has been seated above six hundred 
years.” From a Norman baron, Baldwin de 
Brioniis,who had been invested by the conqueror, 
Hawise, the wife of Reginald, derived the honour 
of Okehamptoii, which was held by tlic service of 
ninety-three knights; and a female might claim 
the many offices 'rf hereditaiy viscount or sherilT, 
and of captain ofJ;he royal castle of Exeter. Their 

® In his Britannia, in the list of the earls of Devonshire. His ex- 
pression, e regio sanguine ortus credunt, betray‘d, hotvever, some 
doubt or suspicion. 

" Inhisbaionage, p.i, p. 63'i, hereftTstoljisowuMonasticon, Should 
he not have corrected the legister of Fold abbey, and annihilated the 
phantCMn Floru.‘','“^by the umiueationable evidence of the French his- 
torians ? 

® Besides the thiid and most valuable book of Cleavcland’s History, 

I have consulted Dugdale, the fathei of our genealogical icience (Ba» 
lon.ige, p. i, p. 634-643 . 
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son Robertman'ied the sister of the earl of Devon • 
at the end of a century, on the failure of the 
family of Rivers,** his great grandson, Hugh the 
second, succeeded to a title which was still con- 
sidered as a territOTlal dignity ; and twelve earls 
of Devonsliire, of the name of Courtenay, have 
flourished in a period of two hundred and twenty 
years. They were ranked among the chief of 
the barons of the realm ; nor was it till after a. 
strenuous dispute, that they yielded to the fief irf 
Arundel the first place in the parliament of Eng- 
laM:. their alliances were contracted with the 
noblest fia^iHwes, the Veres, Despensers, St. Joha^ 
Talbots, Bohuns, aad even the Plaatagenets 
themselves ; and in a contest with John of Lan^ 
caster, a Courtenay, bishop of London, and after- 
wards archbishop of Canterbury, might be accused 
ofj'jrofane confidence in the strength and number 
of .his kindred. In peace, the earls of Dewm 
resided in their numerous castles and manors of 
the west : their ample revenue was appropriated 
to devotioB and bospitality ; and the epitaph of 
Edward, sumamed, from his misfortune, the 
b/lnd, from his virtues, the good, earl, inculcates 
with much ingenuity a moral ^sentence, whfch 
may however be abused by thoughtless generosity. 
After a grateful commemoration of the fifty-five 
years of union and happiness which he enjoyed 
with Mabel his wife, the good earl thus speaks 
from the tomb : 


* TMs great family, de Ripnarijs, de Redvras, de Rivers, ended, in 

Edward the first’s time, in Isabella de Portifaus, a famous and potent 
A^wager, who long survived her brother a nd httshand (Di^dale* Bn* 
ronage, p, i, p. 254^*57, 
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What we gave, we have ; 

What we spent, we had ; 

Wifat left, we lost.’ 

But their lo»ses, in this sense, were fttfsu^rior to 
their gifts and expences ; and their h^Fs, not Jess 
than the pow, were the ot^ects of their pate^il 
;d^e. The sums which they paid for livery aiRl 
seisin attest the greatness of tlieir possessions ; 
and several estates have remained in their family 
since the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 
In war, the Courtenays of England fulfilled the 
duties, and deserved the honours, of chivalry. 
They were often entrusted to levy and cons- 
mand the militia of Devonshire and Cornwall ; 
they often attenited their supreme lord to the 
bor<iers of Scotland ; and in'ftat^^naCTvice, for 
a stipulated price, they sometime ^nuuatainefl 
fourscore men at arms, and as many m’Chers. By 
sea and land, they fought under the standard of 
the Edwards and Henrys : their names are con- 
spicuous in battles, in tournaments, and in the 
original list of the order of the garter ; three 
Iwotbers shared the Spanish victoiy (tf4he Mack 
Prince ; and in the lapse of six g^eratimis, the 
-English Courtenays had learned to despise the 
nation and country from which they derived their 
origin. In the quarrel of the two roses, the earls 
of Devon adliered to the house of Lancaster, and 

, ' Clerekuid, p. 14-2. By some it is assigned to a Rivers eatl o. 
Devon; but the English denotes the firteenth, rather than the thir- 
teenth, ceiilacy. 
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three brothers successively died, either in the 

field or on the scaffold. Their honours and estates 

were restored by Henry the seventh ; a daughter 
"of Edward the fourth was not disgraced by the 
nuptials of a Courtenay ; their son, who was 
created marquis of Exeter, enjoyed the favour of 
his cousin Henry the eighth ; and in tJie camp 
Cloth of Gold, he brdce a lance against IJte 
French monarch. But the favour of Henry was 
the prelude of disgrace ; his disgrace was Ihe 
signal of death ; and of the victims of the jealous 
tte marquis of Exeter is one of the most 
tiHble’atBd guSldess^ Has son Edward Uved a |m- 
soner in the Tower, xndi#adan«xile at Padua; 
and the secret love of queen Mary, #hom he 
dighted, perhaps for the princess Elizabeth, has 
shed a romantic colour on the story of this beau- 
tiful youth. The relics of his patrimony were 
conveyed into strange families by the manias 
of four anuits; and his personal honours, as 
if they had been legally extinct, were revived 

But there stUl 

survived a lineal descendantof Hugh, the &^t etri 
of Devon, a younger branch of the Courtraiay^ 
who have been seated at Powderbam castle dbuye 
four hundred years from the reign of Edward 
the third to the present hour. Their estates have 
been increased by the grant and improvement of 
lands in Ireland, and they have been rwwrtly re- 
stored to the honours of the peerage. Yet the 
Courtenays still retain the plaintive motto, which 
asserts the innocence, and deplores the fall, <£ 
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their ancient house/ While they sigh for past chap. 
ffreatness, they are doubtless sensible of present 
blessings : in thfe I6bg series of the Courtenay an- 
nals, the most splendid aera is likewise the most 
unfortunate ; nor can an opulent peer Of Britain 
be inclined to envy the emperors, of Constanti- 
nople, trho wandered over Buinpe to solicit alms 
f# the support of their dignity and the defence 
of their capital. 

* Uhf laptvB / QiMfiti P ft motto which was probably adopted by 
the Powderham branchi after the loss of tbc earldom of Devonshire^ 

&c. The primitive arms of the Courtenays were, or, Mree, torte4iujCg 
gitUst which seem to denote their affinity with Godfrey of Pouifion^ 

<*md the ancient counts of Boulo'’ne. 
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CHAP, LXII. 


77/e Greeh emperors of Nice and ConsfatitinopTe . — 
E/eration and rtign of Michael PeJreologns . — tits 
fahe utnon mlh the pope ai,^ the Lwin chart h.— - 
II o ii'e designs of Charles of Anjou . — flevolt of Sh 
cily. — War of the 'Catalans in Asia and Greece, i 


lihfiiSbns and present state- 1 f Athens. 

■‘"r -Jr • - 

I io'sS '~bF Cdnstanfeino^^. restored a mo- 
mentary vigour to the ^Greeks. Frp.ni their 
ts-^nTt e P-'^laces, the princes and nobles were driven in- 
G,«keni- to the field; and tiie fragments of the falling 
monarchy vrere grasj/ed by the hands of the 
most vigorous or the most skilful mnd^ates. 
In the^lopg.and barren pages of the Byzantine 
'iinnals^ it would not be an easy task to equal the 


Theodor* . . Jbepdore Lascaris and J ohn 

who repknted and upheld the 
- Roman standard at Nice and Bithynia. The dif- 
ference of their virtues was happily suited to the 


• For the reigns of the Xiecne emperors* more especially of John 
Vstabes lend hi&son* their minister. George Acropolita, is the only 
genuine centemporary t but George Pachymer returned to Constan- 
tinople ff'ith the Greeks at the age of nineteen (Hancktus. de Script* 

Byzanl. c. 33, S4, p. 564-578. Fabric. Bibliot. Graec tom. vi, 
p. 488—490). Yet the history of Nicephorus Gregoras, though of the 
fourteenth century, is a valuable narrative from the taking of 
ftantinople hr ti-e Latina. 

^ Kicepborus Gregoras fl. ii, c.- 1) distinguishes between the 4*** 
ifp.*, of Lascaris* and the ivra^iia of Vataces. The two portraiU «* 
in a very good style. 
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diversity of their situation. In his first efforts, chap. 
the fugitive Lascaris comnianded only three cities 
and two thousaiki soldiers : his reign was the 
season of ^nerous and active despair : in every 
military operation, he staked his liie andtcrown ; 
and his eheniies, of the Hellespont and the M<e- 
anue^ ivere surprised by his celerity, and subduilfl 
l^his boldness. A victorious reip,n of eighteen 
years expanded the princi,,ality ol Nice to the 
magnitude oi an empit e. The throne of his sue- John Du- 
cessor and son-in-law Vataces was founded on a^“^, “““ 
more solid basis, a larger scope, and more p!eii.-* “-.^^^^“ 
tiful resources ; and it was the temper, as well asOct. so. 
the interest, ol \'ataees to calculate the risk, to 
exjieet tlie moment, and to insure the success, 
of his ambitious designs. In the decline of the 
Latins, I have briefly exposed the prOjgress of the 
Greeks; the prudent anJ gradual advHnceS''of a 
conqueror, who, in a rt i.,n of thirty-three years, 
rescued the {.Tovinces from national and idrei^n 
usurpers, till he pressed on all sides t'le imjieiial 
city, a leafless and jajdes., trunk, winch must lull 
^t the first stroke of the axe. But his interior and 
peaceful administration is still morfe deserving 
of notice and praise * The calamities of tiie 
times had wasted the numbers and the substance 
of the Greeks ; the motives and tiie means of 
Slgriculture were extirpated ; and the most tertile 
lands were left without cultivation or inhabitants. 

A portion of this vacant jiroperty was occupied 


• Pachjnmer, L i, c. 23, 24. X'Ic. Greg. 1. ii, c. C. The leader 
of the B, z.minen must observe how rarely we are indal^cd with 
S’ficb precious details. 

X 3 
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CHAP, and unjnt)Ted by the command, and for the be'* 
nefit, of the emperor : a powerful hand and a 
vigilant eye supplied and surpassed, by a skilful 
management, the minute diligence of a private 
farmer : the royal domain became the garden 
and granary of Asia ; and without impoverishing 
the people, the sovereign acquired a fund of il^ 
nocent and productive wealth. According to the 
nature of the soil, his lands were sown with com, 
or planted with vines : the pastures were filled 
with horses and oxen, with sheep and hogs ; and 
Vataces presented to the empress a crown 
of diatmmcb and jiearh, he informed her with a 
smile, that this precious omaHient arose from the^ 
sale of the eggs of his innumerable poultry. The 
produce of his domain was applied to the main- 
tenance of his palace and hospitals, the calls of 
dignity and benevolence : the lesson was still 
more useful than the revenue ; the plmi^ wns 
restfMred to its ancient security and honour; and 
the nobles were taught to seek a sure and inde- 

their estates, instead of 
adorning their splendid beggary by the oppression 
of the people, or (what is almost the .same) by 
the favours of the court. The superfluous 
of com and cattle was eagerly purchased by the 
Twits, wdth whom Vataces preserved a strict and 
sincere alhance ; but he discouraged the importa- 
tion of foreign mmmfactures, the costly silks of 
the East, and the curious labours of the Italian 
looms. ‘‘ The demands of nature and necessity,” 
was he accustomed to say, “ are indispensable; 
but the influence of fashion may rise and sink^^ 
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at the breath of a monarch;” and i)Oth bis chap. 
precept and example recommended simplicity of 
manners and jof domestic industiy. The 

education of, youth and the. revival of learning 
were the most serious objects of his care ; and, 

' without deciding the precedency, he pronounced 
with truth, that a pnnce anil a {diilosopher* 
the two most eminent characters of human society^ 

His first wife was Irene, the daughter of Theo- 
dore Lascaris, a woman more illustrious by her 
perscmal merit, the milder virtues of her sex, 
than by the blood of the Angeli and Comneni, 
that flowed in her veins, and transmitted the 
inheritance of the empire. After her death he 
was contracted to Anne, or Constance, a natural 
daughter of the emperor Frederic the second; but 
as the bride had not attained the years of pu* 
berty, Vataces placed in his solitmy bed an ItoUau 
damsel of her train ; and his amorous weakness 
bestowed on the concubine the honours, though 
not the title, of lawful empress. His frailty was 
censured as a flagitious and damnable sin by the 
monks ; and their rude invectives exercised and 
displayed the patience of the royal lover. A phi- 
losophic age may excuse a single vice, which was 
redeemed by a crowd of virtues; and in the 
review of his faults, and the more intemperate 
passions of Lascaris, the Judgment of their con- 
temporaries was softened by gratitude to the 


^ uratrui nafiMtvra.'ru «ci 

(Greg. Acropol. c. 32). The emperor, in a familiar conversation, ex. 
amined aii4 etKoaraged the studies of his future logothctc. 

X 4 
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LXII. 


Theodore 
Lascaris ii, 
A. o'. 1255, 
October 30, 
-A. D. 1259j 
August, 


second founders of the empire.® The slaves of 
the Latins, without law or peace, applauded the 
happiness of their brethren who had resumed 
their national freedom ; and Vataces employed 
the laudable policy of convincing the Greeks, of 
every dominion, that it was their interest to be 
enrolled in the number of his subjects. 

A strong shade of degeneracy is visible between 
John Vataces and his son Theodore; between 
I the founder who sustained the weight, and the 
heir who enjoyed the splendour, of the imperial 
cjowjfc^ Vef the, character of Theodore was not 
: he had been educated in the 
school of his fathef, in the^^mdse of war and 
hunting; Constantinople was yet spared^ but in 
the three years of a short reign, he tlirice led his 
armies into the lioart of Bulgaria. His virtues 
were sullied bj^ a choleric and suspicious temper: 
the first of these may be ascribed to the ignspGaps#^^ 
of cpntroul ; and the second might naturally arise 
fhdn a’dark and imperfect view of the corruption 
of roankb^ . . a^^gHirch in Bulgaria, he con- 
sbitea on h question of policy his principal mini- 
sters ; and the Cxieek logothete, George Acropo- 
lita, presumed to offend him by the declarsrfioft 
of a free and honest opinion. The emperor half 

« Compare Acropolita (c. 18, 52), and the two first . bo<*a of 
Niccphorus Gregoras* 

' A Persian saying, that Cyrus was the father, and Darius the 
■maater, of his subjects, was applied to Tataces and his son. But 
Pachymer (I. i, e. 23) has mistaken the mild Darius for the cruel 
Caml^s, despot or tyrant of bis people. Ay the institutioD of tai«» 
Darius had incurred the less odious, but more contemptible, name ef 
Kswitya;, merchant er broker (Herodotus, iii, 89). 
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unsheathed his scymetar; but his more deliberate c^^p. 
ra^e resen ed Acropolita for a baser puDishn|ent. 

One of tlie fir^ ^feers of the empire was ordered 
to dismount, stripped of his robes, and extended 
on the ground in tbe presence of the prince and 
army. In this posture he was t^aslised with so 
many, hod such heavy blows from the clubs of 
two guards or executioners, that when Theodore 
commanded them to cease, the great logothete 
was scarcely able to rise and crawl away to bis 
tent. 'After a seclusion of some days, be was 
recalled by a peremptory mandate to bis seat in 
council; and so dead w ere theGreeks to the sense 
of honour and shame, that it is from the narrative 
of the sud'erer himself that we acquire the know- 
ledge of his disgrace.* . The cruelty of the empe- 
ror was exasperated by the pmig* of sickness, tbe 
approach of a premature end, and the suspkioa 
of poison and magic. The lives and fortunes, 

• the eyes and limb?, of his kinsmen and nobles 
were sacrificed to each sally of passion ; iind 
before he died, the son of Vataces might deserve 
from the people, or at least from tbe court, the 
appellatkm tyrmit. A matroo the family 
of the Palasologi had provoked his anger by re- 
fusing to bestow her beauteous daughter on the 
vile plebeian who was recommended by Ids ca- 
price. Without regard to her birth or age, her 


* Acropolita (c. G3) seems to admire bis own firmness in sustaining 
a beatii^t and not returning to council till he was called. He relates 
the exploits Theodore, and his own services* from c. 53 to c. 74- o| 
his history. Soe the third hook of ^'icephoru# Gregoras. 
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CHAP, body, 3S bigh as the neck, was inclosed in a sack# 
wit||^ several cats, who were pricked with pins to 
irritate their fuiy against theirunfcnrtunatefellow* 
c^tive. In his last hours, the emperor testbed 
a wish to forgive and be forgiven, a just anxiety 
for the fate of John, his son and successor, who, 
at the age of eight years, was condemned to the 
Minority dangers of a long minority. His last choice 
entrusted the office of guardian to the sanctity of 
Au^s^**’ patriarch Arsenius, and to the courage ei 
George Muzalon, the great domestic, who was 
distinginahed by the royal favour and the 
]^ildic hfttecsb ^ ^nce their connection with the 
Latins, the names and of hereditary 

rank had insinuated themselves into the Gxe^ 
monarchy; and the noble families*' were jho- 
voked by the elevation of a worthless favourite, ' 
to whose influence they imputed the errors aad 
calamities of the late reign. In the first.^nmcA 
atler the onperor’s death, Muzalon, from a lofty 
throne, prcmounced a laboured apology of his 
«Qndaet 'ia|d o^eBtkms : his modesty was sub* 
dued by an unanimous assurance of esteem and 
fidelity ; and his most inveterate enemies w^ 
the loudest to salute him ns the guardiaa a»d 
saviour of the Romans. Eight days were suffi- 
cient to prepare the execution of the conspiracy. 
On the ninA, the cdisequies of the deceased mo- 
narch were solemnized in the cathedral of Mag- 

* Pachymer (I. i, e. *1) Mines and discrimiiiates fifteen w 

Cireek families, »*< Sru iu fuf* •* ZC*** 

finr*. Does he mean, by this decoratim, a ^iwative, 0 * * 
golden fhain ? Perhaps both. 
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ftesia,* an Asiatic city, where he expired, on the chap. 
banks of the Hennuik and at the foot of mount 
Sipyliis. The Ihdy rites were interrupted by a 
sedition of the guards; Muzalon, hia brothers, 
and his adherents, were massacred at l^e foot of 
the altar ; and the absent patnmrh tras associ- 
ated^ Witfa a‘ new colieagne, mth Michael Falser 
oCogus, the most illustrious, in birth and merit, 
of the Greek nobles.'^ 

Of those who are proud of their ancestors, thePamiiyans 

- _ ♦111 charactert^ 

far greater p^ raixst be content with local or Michael 
domestic renown ; and few there are who dare 
trust the memorials of their family to the public 
annals of their country. As early as the middle 
of the eleventh century, the noble race of the 
Palseoh^* s^mds high and conspicuous in the 
Byzantine history: it was the valiant Gera^ 
Palaeologus who placed the father of the ©om- 
neni on the throne ; and his kinsmen or descend- 
ants continue, in each generation, to lead the ar- 
mies and councils of the state. The purple was 
not dishonoured by their alliance ; and had the 


■ The old geegfaphefa, with CeliarnM and d’AiiTliie. and oor tra. 
Tellers, I'articulai'Iy Pocock and Chandler, will teach us to distinguish 
the two Magnesias of Asia Minor, of the Mieander and of Sipylua. 
The latter, our present ot^ect, is still Sourishing for a Turkish city, 
and lies eight hours, or leagues, to the north-east of Smyrna (Tour- 
nefort, Voyjige du Levant, tom. iii, lettre xxii, p. 365-370. Cliandler’s 
Travels into Asia Minor, p. 267)- 

^ Sec Acropolita (c. 75, 76, Ac.), who lived too near the times ; 
Pachyroer (1. i, c. 13-25), Gregoras (L iii, c. 3, 4, 5). 

The pedigree of Palamlogus is explained by Ducange (Kamil. 
Byzant. p, 230, Ac.) : the events of his private life are related by 
Pachymer (1. i, c. 7-12) and Gregoras (L ii, 8, 1. iii, ?, 1, I. iv, 1) 
Kith visible favour to the father of the reigning dynasty. 
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CHAP. law of succession, and female succession, been 
LXIl 

strictly observed, the wife of Theodore Lascans 
must have yielded to her elder sister, the mother 
of Michael Palaeologus, who afterwards raised 
his family to the throne. In his person, the 
splendour of birtii was dignified by the merit of 
the soldier and statesman ; in his early youth he 
was promoted to the oflice of constable or com- 
mander of the French mercenaries ; the private 
expence of a day never exceeded three pieces of 
gold ; hut his ambition was rapacious and pro- 
bis gifts were doubled by the graces 
of his conversation and manners. The love of 
the soldiers and people'excked ^e jealousy of the 
court ; and Michael thrice escaped from the 
dangers in which he was involved by bis own 
imprudence or that of his friend.s. i. Under the 
reign of Justice and Vataces, a disj.ute arose® 
between two oflicers, one of whom accusaJ*tte 
edher-ef'-npiaintaiDiDg the hereditary right of the 
IRriaeologi. The cause was decided, according 

the Latins, by single 
combat: the defendant was overthrown; but 
he persi.'ted in lieclaring that himself alone was 
guilty ; and that he had uttered these rash ot 
treasonable speeches without the approbation or 
knowledge of bis patron. Yet a cloud of sus- 
picion hung over the innocence of the con- 
staiile : he was still pursued by the whispers of 
malevolence; and a subtle courtier, the arch 

" Af»ropolita (c. 50) relates the clrecmsUinces of this carious tA" 
venture, whkh seem to have escaped the mure ncent writers. 
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bishop of Philadelphia,- urged him to accept the 
judgment of God io the fiery proof of the o’« 
deal." Three day*; before the triah the patient’s 
arm was. inclosed in a bag, and secured by the 
royal signet; and it was incumbent an him to 
bear a red-hot ball of iron three tpsaes from the 
altar tothe rails of the sanctuaiy, without arti^ee 
md without injury. Palseologus eluded the dan- 
gerous experiment with sense and pleasantry. 

I am a soldier,” said he, “ and will bi^ly en- 
“ ter the lists with my accusers : but a layman, 
“ a sinner like myself, is not endowed with the 
“ gift of miracles. Vour piety, most holy pre- 
“ late, may deserve the interposition of heaven, 
“ and from your hands I will receive the ‘fiery 
“ globe, ibe innocence.” The 

archbishop stared ; the emperor smiled ; and-^ 
absolution or pardon of Michael ^y 

new rewards and new services, ii. In the suc- 
ceeding reign, as he held the government of 
Nice, he was secretly informed, that the mind 
of the absent prince was poisoned with jealousy ; 
and that death, or blindness, would be his final 
reward. Instead of awaituig tbe r^m and sen- 
tence of Theodore, the constable, with some fol- 
lowers, escaped from the city and tbe empire ; 
and though he was plundered by the Turkmans 
of the desert, he found an hospitable refuge in 

* Pachymer 0- it c. 12), who speakft with proper ctmtempt of this 
barbaroas trial, affirms, that he hrd seen in his youth many per>on4 
Wbo'had sdstained, without injury, the 6ery ordeal. As a Greek, he 
is credulous but the ingenuity of the Greeks might furnish some re- 
medies of art or firaud against their own aujpcmitiona ar that of thch: 
l|rraat. 
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CHAP, the court of the sultan. In the ambiguous state 
of an exile, Michael reconciled the duties of 
^titude and loyalty : drawing his sword against 
the Tartars ; admonishing the garrisons of the 
Roman limit ; and promoting, by his influence, 
the restoration of peace, in which his pardon and 
recal were honourably included, iii. While he 
guarded the West against the despot of Epirus, 
Michael waS again suspected and condemned n 
the palace ; and such was his loyalty or weak- 
ibsA be submitted to be led in chains above 
itSes &om Durazzo to Nice. The 
, deviated his dis^ace ; 

the emperor’s sidkricils cQiqiii^ed lilB ; and 

the last breath of Theodore, which recbm'lftend- 
ed his infant son, at once acknowledged theifi- 
nocence and the power of Palaeologus. 

Hi*ei«Ta. gut his innoccnce had been too unworthSy 
tbrone. treated, and his power was too strongly fcf^ ^ 
ctali im iMpiring subject in the fair field that was 
Cfbned to his ambition.'’ In the councU afto" 

he was the first to pr<^ 
nounce, and the first to violate, the oath of a^ 
giance to Muzalon ; and so dextrous was bis CMt- 
duct, that he reaped the benefit, without fineur'- 
ring the guilt, or at least the reproach, of the sub- 
seqQ^ massacre. In the choice of a regent, he 
balanced the intMest and passkuH of the «Hidi» 

* Without comparing Paclgrmer to Thucydides or Tacitus, 1 wiU' 
ptaise his narrative (1. 1, c. 13-3S, 1. ii, o. 1-9), which pursues tha 
9f |^aIs<4Qgu3 with €ia^ueBoe» pen^icoitj'i fss^ 

dQVOm Ampolitg is more cautumsp and Gregoras ipote coocinea 
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di^es; turned their envy and hatred from him. chap. 
self against each other, and (breed every compe- ' 
titor to owQ, his own claims, those of 

Palaeolog^.iyepe best ^titled to the preference. 

Under tlw title of great duke, he accc|>ted or as- 
sumed, dorfng a ^<»»g minority, tteBj^sdre pow^ 
of goBi»»iBent I the patriarch was a venanaUe 
iiitne; and the factious nobles were seduced, or 
oppressed, by the ascendant of his genius. The 
fruits of the economy of Vataces.were deposited 
in a strong castle on the banks of the Hermus, in 
the custody o( the faithful Varangians : the con- 
stable retained bis command or influence over the 
foreign troops ; he employed the guards to pos- 
sess the treasure, and the treasure to comipt the 
guards and whataorer might be the abuse of 
the putdic money, his character was above ttes 
suspicion of private avarice. By hiraseitt 
his emissaries, he strove to persuade every rank 
of subjects, that their own prosperity would rise 
in just proportion to the establishment of his 
authority. The weight of taxes was suspended, 
the perpetual theme of popular complaint ; and 
he pnditbited the trials by the ordeal and judicial 
combat. These barbaric institutions were already 
abolished or undermined in France' and Eng- 
land and the appeal to the sword offended the 

* Tte jiidicitl combat was abolished by St* Louis in hisoimtaL 
Tltortea ; and his example and authority were at lengrii iveraient hi 
France <£s|>rit des Loix, !. xxviii, c. 29). 

^ Jbi chFi) cases Henry ii gave an option to the (Cendant ; Gian* 

'ille pwl t w the ]^oof by evidence, and that 17 ^ judicial ccnnh^t is re- 

xwobated 
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CHAP, sense of a civilized/ and the temper of an un- 
warlike, people, for the future maintenance of 
their wives and children, the veterans were grate- 
ful : the priest and the philosopher applauded hb 
ardent zeal for the advancement of religion and 
learning; and his vague promise of rewarding 
merit was applied by every candidate to his own 
hopes. Conscious of the influence of the clergy, 
Michael successfully laboured toseciu^ the sufirage 
©ftliat powerful order. Their expensive journey 
from Nice to Magnesia aflbrded a decent and 
the leading prelates were tempted 
his nocturnal visits; and the 
incorniptihle patoigf*A,;wtttt by the ho- 

mage of his new colleag-ue, who'led^^ iKule Ify 
the bridle into the town, and removed to .a re- 
spectful distance tlie importunity of the crowd. 
Without renouncing his title by royal despertt, 
Palseologus encouraged a free discussion; 
l^antages of elective monarchy ; and' his adhet 
asked, with the insolence of triumph, whit 

ui lAft -FictL - Vet the trial by battle has never been ahS^ 
^ated in the English law, and it was ordered by the judges as late as 
the beginning of the last ccnturv. 

• Yet an ingenious friend has urged to me in mitigatSsa 'rf'Oiis 
jiactice, 1. That in nations emerging from barbarism, jt moderates 
the licence of private war, and arbitrary revenge. 8. That it is less ab- 
btird than Uie triala by the ordeal, or boiling water, or the cross, which 
it has contributed to aboliah. 3. That it served at least as a test of 
personal courage } a quality so seldom united with a base 
that the danger of the trial might be some check to a maHcious pro- 
aecutor, and an useful barrier a^nst injustice supported by power. 
.The gaU.ant and unfortunate ^1 of Surrey might probably havees- 
.C^^ed his unmerited fate, ^ad imt hla q£ Uie combat agi^U#f 

W* ac ctM t r been over-ruled. 
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paliest woilld trust hb bealeb, or Wbatmercb^t chap. 
would abandcHt bis vessel to tbe hereditary 
of a pbjsiciai>>4^ Apdot ? Tbe youth of the esk- 
peror, and tbtf:i>apEading; dangers of a tnbaority) 
required'tiie support of a mature and mipenaH^d 
gumdmn; -of an associate raided 
of luo.#fH(d% and invented with the name Midi 
pnara^tives (rf royalty. For tbe interest of thw 
prince and people, without any selfish views for 
himself or his family, the great duhe oonseiUed 
to giutad and instruct the scm nf Theodore ; but 
be sighed for the happy moment when he might 
restore to his firmer hands the administration of 
his patrimony, and enjoy the blessings of a pri- 
vate station. He was first invested with the title 
and prerogativei.of des^t, which bestowed the 
purple ornaments, and the second jdace in the 
Roman monmcby. It was afterwards ngraed 
that John and Michael should be proclaimed os 
joint-emperors, and raised on the buckler, but 
that the pre-eminence should be reserved for the 
birthright of the former. A mutual league of 
amity was pledged between the royal partners ; 
and in oaae efa nqiturr, the subjects w^e bound/ 
by their oath of allegiance, to declare themselveg 
(^inst the aggressor; anambiguou8name,tbeseed 
of discord and civil war. Palaeologus was content; 
but on the day of tbe coronation, and in the ca- 
thedral of Nice, his zealous adherents most ve- 
hemently urged the just priority of hts age and 
saeiit. The unseasonable dispute was eluded by 
pnstpoiiiiig to a more convenient <^portuiiity the 
coronation of John Lascaris; and he walked 

VOL. XI. 


T 
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CHAP, with a slight diadem in the train of his guardian, 
who alone received the imjierial crown from th« 
Michael hands of the patriarch. It was not without ex- 
treme reluctsmce that Arsenius abandoned the 
Ja^ J**®’ cause of his pupil ; but the Varangians brandished 
their battle axes ; a sign of assent was extorted 
from the trembling youth ; and some voices were 
heard, that the life of a child should no longer' 
impede the settlement of the nation. A full 
' harvest of honours and employments was distri- 
buted among his friends by the grateful Pdaec^- 
own £amily he created a de^ot 
Alexius Strategopulus 
was decorated ; and that 

veteran commander soon repaid^ tiie>obfi^ti(^ 
by restoring Constantinople to the Greek empe- 
ror. 

^ovcry of It was in the second year of his reign, while he 
nopie, '* resided in the palace and gardens of 

um,’ near Smynia, that the first mess^l^r ar-i 
at the dead of night ; and the stupendoi^ 
inteUigenoe wasimpaxted to Michael, after he had< 
beeh gently waked by the tender precaution of 
his sister Eulogia. Tlie man was unknown or ob- 
scure ; he produced no letters from the victmiofi*' 
Caesar ; nor could it easily be credited, after the 
defeat of V ataces and the recent failure of Palaeo- 
logus himself^ that the capital had been surprised 

• The sUe of N^mplueaB is not clearl; defined in andent or mo- 
dern geography. But from the laat hours of Vatacea (Acrop#lit»> c. 

iih it is evident the palace and gardenaof hia &vourite remdence wem 
ia tte ne^hbourhood of Smyrna. NyasplHMiiii aUg^t he loos^ 
placed In Lydia (Gtegoras, L vi, 6). 
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bya detachment of eight hundred soldiers. As an chap. 
hostage, the doubtful authmr was confined, with ' ■ 
the assurance ^ dci^ or an ample recompence; 
and the court was left some hours in the anxiety 
of hope and fear, till the messengers of Alexius 
arrived with the authentic intelligeDC^. and dis- 
played, the trophies of the conquest, the 

sceptre,* the buskins and bonnet,” of the 
usurper Baldwin, which he had dropt in his pre- 
cipitate flight. Ageneral assembly of the bishops, 
senators, and nobles, was. immediately convened, 
and never perhaps was an evept received with 
more heartfelt and universal joy. In a studied 
oratidn, the new sovereign of Constantinople 
congratulated his own and the public fortune. 

“ There was a time,” said he, “ a far distant time, 
when the Roman empire extended to the 
Adriatic, the Tigris, and the confines of Althl- 
“ opia. After the loss of our provinces, our ca- 
“ pital itself, in these last and calamitous days, 

“ has been wrested from our hands by the bar- 
“ barians of the West. From the lowest ebb, the 
“ tide of prosperity has again returned in our 
“favour; but. {vosperky was that of fugi- 
“ tives and exiles ; and when we were ask^^ 

“ which was ibe country of the Romans, we 

• Thit sceptre, the emblem of justice afld power, was a long stall; 
such as was used b}r the heroes in Homer. By the latter Gre^ it 
was named dtcanice, and the imperial sceptre was distin g uis he d as 
usual by the red or purple colour. 

^ Acrupolita ajSirms (c. ST), that this bonnet was after the Preach 
ftAica; but from the ruby at the point or suimpit, Ducatige (Hist, de 
C. P. 1. d, c. 28, 29)_believes that it was the higjt^owned hat of the 
Creek» CAdd Acn^lita mistake the dress of his own ceilrt f 

• / 
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Return of 
the Greek 
emperor, 
«. D. 1361, 
Aug. 14*. 


•mi DEC LI ye FAit 

** indicate with a Whish’the climate of the globe 
** aad the quarter of ^be heavens. The divine 
pWjvidenre has noW restored to om" airms the 
** city of CdHstantine, the sacred seat of religion 
“ and empire ; and tt will depend on our valour 
“ and conduct to render this important acqmsr- 
“ tion the pledge and omen of future victories.” 
So eager was the impatience of the prince and 
people, that MiOhael iaade his triumphal enhy 
' into Constantinojde only twenty days after tlW 
expnlsion of the Latins. The golden gate was 
approach; the devout con- 
Us horse ; and a ndra- 
culous was born® 

before him, that the dirirte’^^ nf^igte 

appear to condnct him to the temple of her scm, 
the Cathedral of St. Sophia. But after the fiiS; 
transport of devotion and pride, he sighed Mtlie 
dreary jirospect of solitude and ruin. 'Th«^i#^ 
was ddded with smoke and dirt, and gross 
"liitieihj^tahce of the Franks ; whole streets had 
lwe^ o;H|satn^hy;ftre, or -were decayed by the 
^H^uffe^hTtihie ; the sacred and prophane edifices 
were stripped of their ornaments; and, as if 
.they were conscious of thek itf/fa-oachiaff ex^, 
the industiy^ of the Latins had beOn confined to 
the work of pillage and destruction. Trade had 
expured^ider the pressure of aaeHichyatiddi^iess; 
and the numbers of inbabitaMs had deClwased 
with the opulence of the city. It was the first 
*are of the Clreek mmmtdi 4Q>««ia8tatetbe ndbtes 
ttt^e palaces ofthi^ fethefW'; and the hhusra hr 
the ground which they occupied were restored t# 
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the families that could, exhibit a l^gal .right of chap. 
inheritance. Bt»t^.f»c grater part is:as extinct 
or lost; bad devolved to the" 

lord; he- w^i^d Const«jtineple a liytieral 
invitatioat t® the provinces ; and the 

seated iiL tl^ had,.h(^ 

rec^E^^ their a^ns, 13^ Firenchbaw^ 
and the principal families had retired with their 
emperor ; but the patient and humble cro\yd of 
Latins was attached to the cpu^dtj* ' hod^ indif- 
ferent to the chainga of mh^ers. Instead of ba- 
nishing the factories of the Pisans, Venetians, 
and Genoese, the prudent conqueror accepted 
their oaths of allegiance, encouraged their in- 
dustry, confirmed their privileges^ and -allowed 
them to live<n9d^ the,|u^^^etion of their proper 
magis^ates. Of these natiwi'^tihePIsqitsa^ 
Venetians preserved theif respective; 
the city ; but the services and power of the Ge- 
noese deserved at the same time the gratitude and 
the jealousy of the Greeks. Their independent 
colony was first planted at the sea-port town of 
Heraclea in T,hr^. They were speedily re- 
called, ^xclurive pqsswssum of 

the subrnb of Galata, an advantageous post, in 
which they revived the conunerce, and insulted 
the majesty of the Byzantine empire.* 

The recovery of Constantinople was celebrated 
as the sera of a new empire ; the conquenw. 


* ^ Pf^ymer (L 2, c. 2S-33), AcripoUtai (c. 88), Hic^horus 
OregmagO, iv, 7} ; and for the treatment of Daaiulycct Latme, Dur 
fiwseg.T.^|a, 8J), 

y 3 
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CHAP, alone, and by the right of the sword, renewed 
coronation in the church of St. ■ Sophia ; 
Paiaeoiogusand the name and honours of John Lascari^ 
banij^eT^ his pupil and lawful sovereign, were insensibly 
t he youn g abolished. But his- claims still lived in the 

emperor* 

A. D. 1261, minds of the people ; and the royal youth must 
speedily attain the years of manhood and ami)** 
tion. By fear or conscience, Palaeologus was re- 
strained from dipping his hands in innocent OTd 
royal blood ; but the anxiety of an usurper and 
a parent urged him to secure his throne, by one 

familiar to themo- 
sight incapacitated 
the young princie of the 

world: instead of the brutal viole^fe%f*t(W«Ti^ 
out his eyes, the visual nerve was destroyed'ly 
the intense glare of a red hot bason, ^ and Jidm 
Lascaris was removed to a distant castle, wberfe 
he spent many years in privacy and 
Siich cool and delib^^te guilt may seeifi incom- 
patible with remorse : but if Michael could triBt 
tb^ he was not inaccessible to 

the reproaches and vengeance of mankind, whk^ 
he had provoked by cruelty and treason. EBs 
cruelty imposed on a servile court the dotifiS tsf 
applause or silence ; but the clergy had a right to 


^ This Ibr cxtiaguishibg the sSgfit wa trifiAlqr the 

|*ilosopher Demstfitw oWhiiiiKif. when he sought to sriltatew hi* 
mind from the visible world: e foolish story '( The word '■ 

Latin and Italian, has famished Ducange (Gloss. Latin.) with anj^p- 
Jortoity to review the Taiioas modn^ Wndiogt the more violent 
Men scooping, burning with db ithn or hstyine^, and Unding the 
head with a strot^ cord till the eyes burst from the wodutM. Ing«** 
eu tyrants I 
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9peak in the name of theirinvinble mastef; and chap. 
their holy l^ons .wexe led by a prelate, whose 
character wiHljlboTe Ae t^ptations of hope or 
fear. After a sholt abdication of bis dimity, 
Arsenhis* had consented to ascend tfae^ecclesias- 
tical tlu^e of Orastantinoide^ 
th&'PeEtoration of the dhurcb. His pions'^hbft- 
-plicity was long deceived by the arts of Palaeo- 
logus ; and his patience and submission might 
sooth the usurper, and protect the safety C^ the 
young prince. .On the news of this inhuman 
treatment, the patriarch unsheathed the spiritual 
sword ; and superstition, on this occasion, was 
enlisted in the cause of humanity and justice. Ini, 
a synod of bishops, who were stinud^^ted by lhe®“J“‘'d 
exaii^de'olllim'eea]j>4he«S^iarch pronounced al^areh^r. 
sentoure of excommunica^ff ; -id»agh his 
dence still- repeated the name of MkhaelHartbeitea 
public prayers. The eastern prelates had not 
adopted the dangerous maxims of ancient Rome; 
nor did they presume to enforce their cen- 
sures, by deposing princes, or absolving nations 
from their .oatbs.of, allegiance. But the christ- 
ian who had sefusmted Trinn God laad the 
church, became an object of horror; and,Jn a 
turbulent and fanatic capital, that horror might 
arm the hand of an assassin, or inflame a sedi- 
tion of the people. Palaeologus felt his danger, 
confessed his guilt, and deprecated his judge : 


* See tbe first retreat and restoration of Arsenioe, in Pachjrmer (I. i !, 
e. IS, L iii.c. 1, S) and Kicephorus Gregoree (I. iii, c. 1, i. iv, o. 1), 
yosteritf jaatly accused the mfiXua and fmhftm of Arsenins, the ric- 
es of an nermit, the vices of a minister, (L xji, c. S). 
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*1^1^’ ^ irretrieFabte ? the prize was obtakted; 

tiie most rigorous penanee, which he solicito}, 
harc raised the sinner to the repntation of 
a saint. The ani^nting patriarch refused to as- 
aouBce any measis ef^Atonement or any hopes <rf 
mercy i and condescended only to pronounce, 
that, for so great a crime, great indeed must be 
the satl^aetion. “ Do you Tequire,’' said Mi- 
^taed, that 1 shindd abdicate the erafiriBF 
And at these words, he offered,' or seemed fo 
Award of state. Arseifios e^eriy 
sovereignty : Jhnt wtei he 

(diase absoIutioif^iiiiSijlhifil^ii 
ly escaped to his ceH, and left 
kneeling mid weeping before the door.' 

The danger and scandal of this excommvnleA' 
tion subsisted above three years, till the pofsaiar 
clamour was assuaged by time and reoqiNiMK 


gdu^nant> 


SehUm of 
the Aree- 
nites, 

*• B. 1266- 

1312. 


tiii thehnethnen 9f Arseniue coodemhed hfe fe-' 
flexible spirit, so repugnant to the unbounded 
fcNTgicepeas hd ^be goiq)^. The emperor had art^' 
fidy insinuated, that, if he were stall rejected 'dt 
home, he might seek, in the Homan pondl&i^« 
more indulgent judge ; but it was far Huwe«i^ 
and effectual to find or to place that judge at the 
briMi of tbe Byzantine church. Araeniuswas 
.involved in a vagne rumour of ceaispira(^'<®d 
-disaffection ; some iiregular steps in his «toa- 
tion and government were liable to censure ; a 


► berime and oxcoanmakationor Michael are fairly IddbrFM 

chytha- o. iii, c. 10, 14, 19, fte.) and Gr^oraa ^ iv, c. *). KU SW' ’ 

fession and penance iwtered their freedom. 
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s]mod deposed Jiira from th^e^EM}p]^i)£cE: OPd chbp. 
he was tmn^rted soWie#! to n 

small island Bofiave his e»ilo, be ’** * ”'**** 

suddenly siEi^ttaitad that • ^iot aceouftt 
taken of<;thb-treasui3M of the ebuK^fjifa#a«ted> 
that Idsaaie tricfaei^ thsee piocaMtaifigBUlh^lMd kim9 
eaxmoM^ trmueriboig tikeipanifl^ ; i^ntiimedlet 
aiiert the freedom of his mind ; and denied* with 
his last breath, the pardon which was unplofed hjT 
the n^ai sinner.^ After sontei'ddnjw 
laah^nf A.driaBa^ii* ^t»a imnslaited to the 
zantine throne ; . hat his authority was found 
iasuffieieat to support the absolution of the em- 
peror; and Joseph, a reverend monk, WM SilJ)- 
stituted to that important fiiaBtUHi; llntediiQrii^ 

<npn<»Mfa a» i ^ wwftwato>liiiitl|y of the Senate 

and people ^ .at the ead of ;att<jniMiss;.ibthu|abie 
penitent whs KStoeed fn tin fninhiMiinn nf ithf 
faithful ; and humanity will rt^ice, that a naiider 
treatment of the captive Lascaris was stipulated 
as a proof of his remorse. But the spirit of Ar- 
senius still survived in a powerful faction of the 
monks s»d depgy, who persevered above tor ty- 
eiyht yearsm aarejwdiasta'ritiiiffm . i(ik^«ni|riQs 
were treated with tenderness and respect by Mi- 
chael and bis ^on ; and tbe reconpiliafipn of tbe 
Arsenites w^ the serious labour of the church 
and state. In the confidence of fanaticism, thejr 
had proposed to try their cause by a miraele ; and 

* relates the exile of Ar^niuk {1. iv^ <V he was 

«ne who visited him in the desert ielend. The 

last testament of the unfOTgiTiag patriarch is ftiU extant (Duping Bi- 

hiiothe^ue EccIeshwtiqiQei tom. X| p. 95>. 


sso 
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CHAP, when the two papers, that contained their own 
ai^ the adverse cause, were cast into a fiery bra* 
^er, they expected that the catholic verity would 
be respected by the flames. Alas ! the two papers 
were indiscriminately consumed, and this unfore- 
seen accident produced the union of a day, and 
renewed the quarrel of an age." The fimd 
treaty dii^Iayed the victory of the’Arsenites: the 
cfergy abstain»il 'dureig forty days from all eccd&- 
'siastical functions ; a slight penance was imposed 
^ on theJaity ; the body of Arsenius was deposated 
.|^!il>n;.liifW’|iiaiy 4 .-and in the name of the dqiait- 
. people were released 

from the sins * 

wllhaef establishment of hixfiMa^WlfirasimotiW, 

Paiaoio* OP at least the pretence, of the crime of Palseolo* 
1259, and he was impatient to confirm the sucees- 
I'ggg sion, by sharing with his eldest son the hoBoun 
Dec. 11. 'of the purple. Andronicus, afterwardsjnsMtlitM^ 
Andnmi* theeUm*, was-prodaimed and crowned emperor 
Romans, in the fifteenth year of his agi 0 t; 
a. o. '1273. antj^iBHa «f « ^olix and inglorknis 

reign, he held that august title nine years as 
colleague, and fifty as the successor, of his fa^b^. 

• Pacfaymer (1. vH, c. 22) relates this miraculous trial like a philo* 
and treats with sunilar contempt a plot of the Arseoites, to 
hide a revelation in the coffin of, some old saint (1. vii, c. 13). He 
eompensates thlk iiieiMiility hy an image that weeps, anoOtar that 
Weeds fh vii, c. SO), and miraculoua cures of a deaf gnd a mute 
patient (1. xi, c. 32). 

^ The story of the Arsenites is spread through* the thirteen boofa of 
Paehymer. Their union and triumph are reserved for NicephtBiis 
Sr^oru (1. vii, c. 9), who neither loves n<if esteems these sectaries, , 
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Michael himself, had he died in a jnrivate statk»j‘ chap. 
would have been thought more wwthy of the 
empire; and ^f'fais tempcH'al and Not. 8 - 

spiritual left him few mome0te''to la-peS.' 

hour fcw'bis^own fame or the haj^iBMKr -t^ his 
subjects, fie wrested from 
the aseifest' islands of the' 

^Ads, and Rhodes : his brother CrnstantWe 
was sent to command in Malvasia and Sparta ; 
and the eastern side of the AiJgoi 

and Napoli to €ape Taenanis,* was repossessed by 
the Greeks. This effusion of Christian blood was 
loudly condemned by the patriarch ; and the inso- 
lent priest presumed to interpose his fears and 
scruples between the arms of princes. Butw tbte 
prosecution of^hise westem conquests, the coun- 
tries beyond the Hellespont naked to the 

Turks ; and their depredations verified 
phesy of a dying senator, that the recovery of Con- 
stantinople would be the ruin of Asia. The victo- 
ries of Michael were achieved by his lieutenants; 
his sword rusted in the palace; and in the transac- 
tions of the emperor with the popes and the king 
of Naples Ms'folitiod^' ar i r. ' n ^^ 
cruelty and fraud.* 

1. The Vatican was the most natural refuge of His union 

j . ^ n . lb« 

a Latin emperor, who had been driven from hiSL«tin 

cfaurdi, 

, A* ». 1274- 

1877. 

• Of the thirteen books of Pachrmer, the first six («s the fourth and 
fifth of Nicephorus Grejjoras) contain the reign of Mic^iaer, at the 
time of whose death he was forty years of age. Instead of breaking, 
like his editor the Pere Poussin, his history into two parte, I follow 
Ducange and Cotiidn, who number the thirteen hcx>k5 in one series. 
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pope Urbap the fourth appeared t» 
pity tfco misfortunes, and vindicate the cause, of 
Baldwin. A crusade, with p]e&ar]| 
iaduigenc^pFas preached by his command against 
thfe schismatic Greeks ; be excommunicated thw 
fdlies and adherents ; solicited L^uis the ninth ip 
favfflur of his kinsman ; and demanded a tenth ^ 
Ihe oeolosiastieal revenues (d* France and England 
f<« Ibe service M' tbe holy war.* The same 
fireek, who watched the rising tempest ^ the 
Wos^-attaBapted to suspend or sotPh the hostility 
IpMlihilhPt Jly embassies and respectful 

establbhmei^ 

of peace mlish-p#i|p||i|||li|ip^|[llilp(^ijl^ian and ohff 
dience of the eastern chiircb: ’Tlil^^fUiiMsajCO^ 
OQoU »ot be deceived by so gross an artist 
Brtd Michael was admonished, that the repentfROO^ 
of the son should precede the forgiveness 
father; and that (an ambiguous. 
^tfeMteiamofilrneBd^ip and alliance, "After # 


paftid hfib to^nter <« a more serimis negociatiitf? 
he alleged the example of the groat Yataces ; and 
the Greek clergy, who understood the intWll^MWI 
fd their prince, were not alarmed by the fill# steps 
^recoaciHatum and respect. But when he pressed 
the conclusion of the treaty, they strenuously de- 
clared that the Latins, though not in name, 
were heretics in fact, and that they despised those 


fBocanje, Hist, de C. P, e. 83, ac.iiom tiM 
IWB w. 
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strangers as the vilest and most despicable p^t^ 
of the human pace.* it was the of the ^ 
peror to pem«iiey-'«OEoit^ptr to intitpidate, the 
most poputo^cdesiffistics, to gain the vote.^^ each 
individ^r and alt^natel j to urge the ail^ffiiaeAts 
of cteistiaa charity and the pi^iOlNMiK 
texts ^the fodiers aaidl the of the Fflni» 

oppe iHilanced in the theological and politttaA 
scale ; and without approving the addition to the 
Nicene creed, the most moderate wetO filMgllft to 
confess, that the two hostile pPi^idtlcMio pro- 
ceeding from the Father »t the Son, and of pro- 
ceeding from' the Father and the Son, might be 
reduced to a safe and catholic sense.* The sii- 
premacy of the j)ope was a docfifine mirfiO eo^'to 
conceive, bat taere-piuttfhl to acknowledge ; yet 
Micliaid lejhnesented to hb.niMdOioad prelates 
that they might submit ton^ae the Bomanidihoi^ 
as the first of the patriarchs ; and that thehr dis- 
tance and discretion would guard the liberties of 
■ the eastern church from the mischievous conse- 
quences of the right of appeal. He protested that 
he would sacrifice bis life and empire rather than 

• 

» From their mercantile iotercoom wUIi the Venetians and Ge- 
noese, they branded" die Latins as and (imtavret (Pachymcr, 1. 

V, c. 10). Some fire heretfcj rn name ; others, like the Lathie, tfi 
fact,” said the learned Vocciis (L v, c. 12;, who soon aftonrarda li4- 
came a convert (c. Id, 16) and a patriarch (c. 24). 

** In this class, we may place Pachymer himself* whose a)piout aad 
candid narrative occupies the fifth and sixth liooka of ^s history. Yet 
the Giveit £k silent on the council of Lyons, and seWrts to bdrerve that 
^ iwpe» aWay® reside in Rome and Italy <J. y, c. IT. 91> 

• • 
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CHAP, tional independence ; and this declaration was 
s^ded and ratified by a golden bull. The patr> 
Wch Josej^ withdrew to a monastery, ta. resign 
or resume his throne, according to the event of 
the treaty : the letters of union and obedience 
were subscribed by the emperor, his son Andro- 
nicus, and thirty-five archbishops and metropo}i>' 
tans, with their respective synods ; and the epis- 
copal list was multiplied by many dioceses which 
were annihilated under the yoke of the infeiCls. 
Anembassy wascomposed of some trusty ministers 
} they embarked for Italy, with rich 

Peter ; and and r^ 

commended a boundless complkmoestv^hey weie . 
received in the general council of Lyons, by p<^ 
Gregory the tenth, at the head of five hundl^ 
bishops.^ He embraced with tears his 4oi^«h>sl 
and repentant children ; accepted the 

who abjured the schism, in the name 
„^the two emperors ; adorned the prelates wi^ 

in Greek and L*- 
Nicenecreed, with the addition of jUwq^ f 
and rejoiced in the union of the East and Wesfe 
which iiad been reserved for bis reign. To e®®“ 
summate this pious work, the Byzantine dqjuties 
were speedily followed by the pope’s nuncios ; 
and their instruction discloses the policy of the 
Vatican, which could not be satisfied with the 
vain title of supremacy. After viewing the tem- 


* See the adh of the cooncU of Lyons in the year 127*. El«uiy» 
Hilt. Ecclealastique, tora, xvia, p. 181.309, Dupin, ffiWiot. 
tern. Xfp. 13 j, 
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per of the prince and people, they were enjoined chap. 
to absolve the schismatic clei^, who should sub- 
scribe and sweaartilMs^ abjtiftition and obedience ; 
to establish la Idt ibe churches the use of the per- 
fect creed ; to prepare the entrance of a cardinal 
legate, witii the full powers aUd 'd^iiiy'of his 
office ; Efid to instruct the «mp^t)ir iii‘ the advan- 
tages which be might derive from the tempord 
protection of the Roman pontiff.^ 

But they found a country without a friend, a His pens, 
nation in which the names of Rome and Union of the 
were pronounced with abhorrence. The patriarch ^''“^277. 
Joseph was indeed removed ; his place was filledi***- 
by Vecus, an ecclesiastic of learning and mode- 
ration ; and the emperor was still urged, by the 
same motivei^ top^severe inthe same professions. 

But in his private language, faitelAogaa affected 
to depl(»% the pridej and toblamethe innovations^ 
of the Latins ; and while be debased bb charac- 
ter by this double hypocrisy, he justified and pu- 
nished the opposition of his subjects. By the 
joint suffrage of the new and the ancient Rome, 
a sentence of excommunication was pronounced 
against the obstinate schbmatks : the censures 
the church were executed by the sword of Mi- 
chael ; on the failure of persuasion, he tried the 
arguments of prison and exile, of whipping and 
mutilation ; those touch-stones, says an historian, 
of cowards and the brave. The Greeks still 


‘ Thii curious instruction, which has been drawn with more or less 
honesty by Wading and Leo Allatius from the archives of the Vati- 
ean, isglT«ii in u abstract W TCiaion by Fleury (tom. zviii, p. 2SS- 
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c«AF« reig^d in iSkolia, Epirus^ and Thessidji with 
the appellation of despots ; they had yielded te 
the sovereign of Constantinople^ but they re- 
jected the chains of the Roman pontiffi ainl sup- 
ported their refuad by successful arms. Under 
their protection, the fugitive monks and bishops 
assembled in hostile synods ; mid retorted the^ 
name of heretic with the galling addition of apos- 
tate; the prince of Trebiaond was tempted to 
assume the forfeit title of empermr ; and even the 
liatins (d* Negropont, Thebes, Athens, and the 
Y the nserU^ of the convert, to join, 

laeologuB. IWt ,Qf his own 

blood and family, suecestiv^ ^ 

trayed, tlie sacrilegious trust. His sister Eulegia,. 
a niece, and two female cousins, conspired agauirt 
him ; another niece, Mary queen of Rulgari% 
negociated his ruiu with the sultan 
and in the public eye, their treason wW eofis^ 
<?*tedas the most sublime virtue.' To the pope% 

consumm<dio& (tf tie 
work, miposed a naked recital of all 

that he liad done and suffered for their sake. Th^ 
were assured tliat the guilty sectaries, of. h*?ji 
sexes and every rank, had been deprived of theff 
honours, thek fortunes, and their liberty; o 

> This frank and auOwntic confession of Michael’s *» **' 

Wkitea hi barharhus thUn by Ogftma, who sighs himaar 
rius Interpretum, and transcribed by Wading from the mss. of the 
Vatican (s. d. 1278, No, 3), His anaalsof the Franciscan order* the 
Frat^es Minores, in seventeefl yolomes in falio (Home, 1741)41 
i»»w dcti^ntally seen among ^ waste paper of a botiseUer. 
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spreading list of confiscation and punishment, chap, 
which involved many persons, the dearest to the 
emperor, or the best deserving of his favour. 

They were conducted to the prison to behold 
four princes of the royRl blood chained in the 
four corners, and shaking their fetters in an 
agony of grief and rage. Two of these captives 
were afterwards released ; the one by submission, 
the otlior by death ; but the obstinacy of their 
two comp^ions was chastised by the loss of their 
eyes ; and the Greeks, the least adverse to the 
union, deplore that cruel and inauspicious tra- 
gedy.” Persecutors must expect the hatred of 
those whom they Ojipress ; but they commonly 
find some consolation in the testiniony of their 
conscience, the applause of their party, and per- 
haps, the success of their undertaking. But the 
hypocrisy of Michael, which was prompted only 
by political motives, must have forced him to 
hate himself, to despise his followers, and to 
esteem and envy the rebel champions by whom 
he was detested and despised. While bis violence 
wasabhorred atConstantinople,atRoiue his slow- 
ness was arrsdgned, and bis sincerity suspected ; 
till at length pope Martin the fourth excluded 
the Greek emperor from the pale of a church, 
into which he was striving to reduce a schismatic 
people. No sooner had the tyrant expired, than r,,g . 
the union was dissolved, and abjured by unani-'^'*®"!,''-'’’ 
mous consent ; the churches were purified ; the 


" S«e the sixth book of Fachymer, particularly the chapters 1,11, 
IG, 18, 24-.27. He ia the more credible, as he speaks of this }>er»«* 
cution with less anger than sorrow. 
vuL. XI. a 
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CHAPr penitents were reconciled ; and his son Andro* 

LXII ^ • • * • 

nicus, after weepinff tlie sins and errors of his 

youth, most piously denied his father the burial 

of a prince and a Christian." 

Charles of II. In the distress of the Latins, the walls and 

duirya”*’ toTi'ers of Constantinople had fallen to decay : 

Sicily"*^ they were restored and fortified by the policy of 

A. D. 1266, Michael, who deposited a plenteous store of Com 

and salt provisions, to sustain the siege which he 

might hourly expect from the resentihent of the 

Western powers. Of these, the sovereign of the 

twoWciHeswas the most formidable neiglibour; 

possessed by Maihfrof, 

the bastard of 'Fi^teH<?fhe'^ecbnd, his monarchy 

was the bulwark rather tlian the ailrioli^hceW 

the Eastern empire. The usurper, though a brtVe 

and active prince, was sufficiently employed ill 

the defence of his throne : his proscriptifin by 

successive popes had separated ]\Iainff(^%«ih 

the common cause of the Latins ; and the forces 

that might have besieged Constantinople, were 

det^tined in a mtsade against the domestic eneiiiy 

of Rome. The prize of her avenger, the crdWii 

of the two Sicilies, was won and worn by the 

brother of St. Louis, by Charles, count of Afljoh 

and Provence, who led the chivalry of France 

on this holy. expedition." The disaffection of 

his Christian subjects compelled Mainfroy to en- 

■ Pachymer, 1. vii, c. 1-11, 17. The speech of Andronicus the 
elder (lib. xii, c. 2) is a curious record, which proves, that if the 
Greeks, were the slaves of the emperor, the emperor was not less the 
slave of superstition and the clergy. 

“ The best accounts, the nearest the time, the most full and enter- 
taining, of the conquest of Naples by Charles of Anjou, may beft«u>* 
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list a colony of Saracens whori his father had chap. 
planted in Apulia : and this odious succour will 
explain the defiance of tfoe catholic hero, who 
rejected ail terms of accommodation. “ Bear 
“ tliis ravage,” said Charles, to the sultan of 
“ Nocera, that God and the sword" are umpire 
betw^n us ; and. that he shall either send nae 
“ to paradise, or I will send him to the pit of 
“ hell.” The armies met, and though I am ig- 
norant of Mainfroy’s doom in the oth^ world, 
in this he lost his friends, his kingdom, and his 
hfe, in the hloody battle of Benevento. Naples 
and Sicily were immediately peopled with a 
warlike race of French nobles ; and their aspiring 
leader embraced the future conquest of Africa, 

Greece, and Palestine. The most specious rea- 
sons might point bis first arms against the By- 
zantine empire ; and Palaeologus, dhEEdent of bis 
own strength, repeatedly appealed from the am- 
bition of Charles to the humanity of St. Louis, 
who still preser\'ed a Just ascendant over the 
mind of his ferocious brother. For a while the 
attention of that brother was confined at home, 
by the inyasion of Gonradin, the last heir of the 
imperial house of Swabia : but the hapless boy 
sunk in the unequal conflict ; and bis execution 
on a public scaffold taught the rivails of Charles 

in the Florentine Chronicles of Bicordano Malcspina (c. 175-193), 
and Giovanni Villani (I. vii, c. 1-10, 25-30 . which are published by 
Muratori in the eighth and thirteenth volumes of the historians of 
Italy. In his Annals (tom. xi, p. 56-72) he has abrid^d these gieat 
e\ ents, which are likewise described in the Istoria Civile af Giann one, 
tom. ii, 1. xix, tom. iii, 1. xx. 

Z 2 
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tremble for their heads as well as their domi- 
nions. A second respite was obtained by the 
last crusade of St. Louis to the African coast ; 
and the double motive of interest and duty urged 
the king of Naples to assist, with his powers 
and his presence, the holy enterprise. The death 
of St. Louis released him from the importunity 
of a virtuous censor ; the king of Tunis con- 
fessed himself the tributary and vassal of the 
the Greek Sicily ; and the boldest of the French 

empire, knights were free to enlist under his banner 
^ the Greek empire. A treaty and a 

interest with the house of 
Courtenay ; his daa^ter. B^trice, was promised 
to Philip, son and heir of the empmnr Baldwin; 
a pension of six hundred ounces of gold was 
allowed for his maintenance ; and his generous , 
father distributed among his allies the kingdoms 
and provinces of theEast, reserving only Constan- 
tinople, and one day’s journey round the city, 
for the imperial domain.’’ In this perilous mo- 
meDt,Palaeologus was the most eager to subscribe 
the creed and implore the protection of the Ro- 
man pontitf, who assumed, wdth propriety and 
A' eiglit, the character of an angel of peacti the 
common father pf the Christians. By his voice, the 
sword of Charles was chained in the scabbard ; 
and the Greek ambassadors beheld him, in the 
pope s antichamber, biting his ivory sceptre in a 
transport of fury, and deeply resenting the refusal 

” Ducange, Hist, de C. P. L v, c. 4,9~£S, 1. vi, c. 1-13. See P»- 
chymer, I. iv, c. 29, 1. v, c. T-10, 25, 1. vi, c. 30, 32, 33, ajid Xi' 
cejihorus Grcgoras, I. n, 5, I. v. 1,6. 
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to enfranchise and consecrate his arms. He ap- chap. 
pears to Jiave respected the disinterested media- 
tion of Gregory the tenth ; but Charles was in- 
sensibly disgusted by the pride and partiality of 
Nicholas the third ; and his attachment to his 
kindred the Urhni family, alienated'the most stre- 
nuous champion from the service of the* church. 

The hostile league against the Greeks, of Philip 
the Latin emperor, tbe king of the two Sicilies,^ 
and the republic of Venice, was ripened into exe- 
cution ; and the election of Martin the fourth, a 
French pope, gave a sanction to the cause. Of 
the allies, Philip supplied his name ; Martin, a 
bull of 6xcomvmmicatian ; the Venetians, a squa- 
dron of forty galiies ; and the formidable powers 
of Charles consisted of forty counts, ten thou- 
sand men at arms, a numerous body of infantry, 
and a fleet of more than three hundred ships and 
transports. A distant day ivas appointed for as- 
sembling this mighty force in tlie harbour of 
Brindisi; and a previous attempt was risked with 
a detachment of three hundred kniglits, wlio in- 
vaded Albania, and besieged the fortress of Bel- 
grade. Their defeat might amuse with a triumph 
the vanity of Constantinople ; but the more sa- 
gacious Michael, despairingof his arms, depend- 
ed on the effects of a conspiracy ; on tlie secret 
workings of a rat, who gnawctl the bow-string"* 
of the Sicilian tyrant. 


< The reader of Herodotus will recollect how miraculousij the A»- 
fvTian host ef Sennacherib was disatoied and destroyed (1 li. c. 1 U). 

z 3 
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CHAP. Among the proscribed adherents of the house 
LXii. Swabia, John of Procida forfeited a small 
Pateoiogus island of that name in the bay of Naples. His 
the revoTt t)*rth was noblc, but his education was learned ; 
of Sicily, and in the poverty of exile, he was relieved by 
the practice of physic, which he had studied in 
the school of Salerno. Fortune had left him no- 
thing to lose, except life ; and to despise life is 
the first qualification of a rebel. Procida was en- 
dowed with the art of negociation, to enforce 
bis reasons, and disguise his motives; and in his 
various transactions with nations and men, he 
could persuade €«!h party that he laboured 
solely for their interert. 'lie new kingdoms of 
Charles were afflicted by every species Of fiscal 
and military oppression and the lives and for- 
tunes of his Italian subjects were sacrificed to the 
greatness of their master and the licentiousness <rf 
his followers. The hatred of Naples was repressed 
by his presence; but the looser government of his 
vicegerents excited the contempt, as well as the 
aversion; of the Lilians : the island was roused 
to a sense of freedom by the eloquence of Procida; 
and he displayed to every baron his private in- 
terest in the common cause. In the confidence of 
foreign aid, he successively visited the courts of 
the Greek emperor, and of Peter king of Arra- 

' According to Sabas Malaspina (Hist. Sicula, 1. iii, c. ® 
ratori, tom. viii, p 832 , a zealous Guelph, the subjects of Charles, 
who had reviled Mainfroy as i wolf, began to regret him as a lamb; 
and he justifies their discontent by the oppressions of the French go- 
vernment (1. yi, c 2, 7). See the Sicilian manifesto in Nicholas 
Speciaiis tL >> c. 11, in ^iOra.u.i, tsBi. x, p. 9^0;. 
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gORi,’ mtIio possessed the raaritime countries of chap. 
Valentia andCatslopis? To the ambitious Peter 
a crown w;^ which he might justly 

claim by his marriage with the sister of Mainfroy, 
and by the dying voice of Conradin, w]^o from 
the scalipld had cast a ring to hisheip 
Falagolpgus was eaaily persuaded "to divert bif 
enemy from a foreign war by a rebellion at 
home ; and a Greek subsidy of twenty-five thou- 
sand opnces of gold was most profitably applied 
to arm a Catalan fleet, which sailed under an holy 
banner to the specious attack of the Saracens of 
Africa. In the disguise of a monk or beggar, 
the indefatigable missionary of revolt flew from 
Constantinople to Rome, and from Sicily to Sara- 
gossa ; the treaty was, scaled with tiie signet of 
pope Nicholas himself, the enemy of Charles ; 
and his deed of gift transferred the fiefs of St. 

Peter from the house of Anjou to that of Arra- 
gon. So widely difi’used, and so freely circulated, 
the secret was preserved above t^yo years with 
impenetrable dismx tion; auvl emh of ti.e eonspira- 
tors imbibed the maxiiu of Peter, v ho declared 
that he wopld cut off his left hand if it were con- 
scious of the intentions of his right. The mine 
was prepared with deep anti dangerous artifice ; 
but it may be questioned, whctiier the instant 
explosion of Palermo were the rflect of accident 
or design. 

• See the character and counciis of Peter king of Arragon, in Vfa- 
risnatHlst. Hi&pan. 1. xiv, c. 6, tom. ii, p. 133). The reader foi- 
gives the Jesuit’s defects, in favour, always of his style, and often of 
bis sense. 

z 4 
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CHAP. On the vigil of Easter, a procession of the dis- 
armed citizens visited a church without the walls ; 
TheSicUi- and a noble damsel was rudely insulted by a 
French soldier.* The ravisher was instantly pu- 
March 30. nished with death ; and if the people at first was 
Scattered by a military force, their numbers and 
fury prevailed : the conspirators seized the oppor- 
tunity ; the flame spread over the island ; and 
eight thousand French were exterminated in a 
promiscuous massacre, which has obtained the 
name of the Sicilian vespers.'" From every city 
tiie bsmners of freedom an'd the church wCre dis- 
piayeif; ^hteTevdlt Was inspired by the presence 
or the soul of Prochfa; and Peter of Arragon, 
who sailed from the African coast to Palermo, 
Was saluted as the king and saviour of the isle. 
By the rebellion of a people on whom he had so 
long trampled with impunity, Charles was asto- 
nished and confounded ; and in the first agtmy 
of grief and devotion, he was heard to exclaim, 
” O God ! if thou hast decreed to humble me, 
*• grant me at least a gentle and gradual descent 
'* from the pinnacle of greatness !” His fleet and 
army, which already filled the sea-ports of Italy, 
were hastily recalled from the service of the 
Grecian war ; and the situation of MesSina ex- 

* Alter enumeratii^ the suffering of his country, Nicholas Specia- 
Its adtls, in the true s|rirU of Italian jealousy, Ous omnia et graviora 
quidem, ut arbitrnr, patienti animo Sicuii tolerassent, nisi (quod pii- 
Tnum cunctis dominantibus cavendum est) alienas fcemiuas invassis- 
Bent (I. i, c. 0, p. 924). 

• The French were Jong taught to rem^ber this bloody lesson ; 

If I am provoked (said Henry the fourth), ,I will breakfast at Mi- 

Ian, and dine at Naples.'* •• Your majesty (replied ihe Spanish 

** ambassador) may pci’haps arrive in Sicily for vespers.” 
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posed that town to the first storm of his revenge, chap. 
Feeble in themselves, and yet hopeless of foreign 
succour, the ckizens would have repented, and 
submitted on the assurance of full pardon and 
their ancient privileges. But the pride of the mo- 
narch was already rekindled ; and the most fer- 
vent entreaties of the legate could extort no more 
than a promise that he would forgive the remain- 
der, after a chosen list of eight hundred rebels 
had been yielded to his discretion, The despair 
of the Messinese renewed their courage ; Peter 
of Arragon approached to their relief;* and his 
rival was driven back, by the failure of provision 
and the terrors of the cfjiiinox, to the Calabrian 
shore. At the same moment, the Catalan admiral, 
the famous Roger de Loria, swept the channel 
with an invincible squadron : the French lieet. Defeat of 
more numerous in transports than in gallies, was oce s?' 
either burnt or destroyed ; and tlie same blow 
assured the independence of .Sicily and tiie safety 
of the Greek empire. A few days before his 
death, the emperor 3Iichael rej</iced in the (’all of 
an enemy whom he.hated and esteemeu ; ami j,er- 
haps he might be content with the popular judg- 
ment, that had they not ficen matched with each 
other, Constantinople and Italy must speedily have 


* This revolt, with the subsequent \ictory, are related by two na- 
tional writers, Barthoicmy a Ncoca^t^a (m Muiato?i, tom xiii) and 
Nicholas Specialis (in Aluratori, tom. i •, the one a contemporary, 
the other of "the next centiuy. The patriot S{>ccialis di.vclaims the 
name of rebelib>n, and al' previmis correspondence with Peter of 
Arra^n (nullo cummunicata con-.»li<>), who hajtpened to be- "Ritb a licet 
and army on the African coast (1. i, c. 4, 9). 
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CHAP, obeyed the same master.^ From this disastrous 
moment, the life of Charles was a series of mis? 
fortunes ; his capital was insulted, his son was 
made prisoner, and he sunk into the grave with- 
out recovering the isle of Sicily, which, after a 
war of twenty years, was finally severed from 
the throne of Naples, and transferred, as an in- 
dependent kingdom, to a younger branch of the 
house of Arragon.* 

The service I shall not, I trust, be accused of superstition; 

but I must remark, that, even in this world, the 
emt order of events will sometimes afford the 

pire. j^pea^am^es of moral retribution. The 

1307. first Palaeologus had saved his by in? 

volving the kingdoms of the West in rebelli^ 
and blood ; and from these seeds of discord up 
rose a generation of iron men, who assaulted and 
endangered the empire of his son. In modern 
times, our debts and taxes are the secret poswm, 
which still corrodes the bosom of peace ; but in 
the weak and disorderly government of the 
middle ages, ,it was agitated by the present evil 
of the disbanded armies. Too idle to work, too 
proud to beg, the mercenaries were accustomed 
to a life of rapine ; they could rob with more 
dignity and effect under a banner and a chief ; 
and the sovereign, to w'hom their service was use- 

J Nicephorus Gregorss (L v, c. 6) admires the wisdenJ of Providence 
ill this equal balance of sUtes and princes. For the honour of Palseo- 
logus, I had rather this balance had been observed by an Italian writer. 

* See the Chronicle of Villani, the eleventh volume of the Annali 
dTtalia of Murateri, and the twentieth and twenty-first books of the 
Istoria Civile of Giannone. 
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less and their presence importunate, endeavoured 
to discharge the torrent on some neighbouring 
countries. Aftar the peace of Sicily, many 
thousands of Genoese, Catalans,’" &c. who had 
fought, by sea and land, under the stendard of 
Anjou or Arragon, were blended into one nation 
by the resemblance of their manners and interest. 
They heard that the Greek provinces of Asia 
were invaded by the Turks : they resolved to 
share the harvest of pay and plunder ; and Fre- 
deric king of Sicily most liberally contributed 
the means of their departure. In a warfare of 
twenty years, a ship, or a cani[^ v as become 
their country; arms were their sole profession and 
properly; valour was the only virtue which they 
knew ; their women bad imbibed the fearless 
temper of their lovers and husbands : it was re- 
ported, that, with a stroke of their broad-sword, 
the Catalans would cleave a horseman and an 
horse; and the report itself was a powerful wea- 
pon. Roger de Flor was the most popular of 
their chiefs; and his personal merit ovtrshadov/- 
ed the dignity of his prouder rivals of Arragon. 
Tlie offspring of a marriage between a German 
gentleman of the court of Frederic the Second 
and a damsel of Brindisi, Roger was successively 
a templar, an apostate, a pirate, and ;.t length 


* In this motley multitude, the Catalans and Spaniafdaw the bravest 
•f the soldier)', were styled, by themscl^e.-* and the Greeks, Amoga^ 
Moncada derives tlieir on^In from the Goths, and Pachyracr 
(L xi, c. 2f) from the Arabs ; and .n spite of national and reiigioua 
j|pkle» 1 am afraid the latter Is in the right. 


CHAP. 

nxii. 
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LXII. 


the richest and most powerful admiral of the Me- 
diterranean. He sailed from JVIessina to Constan- 
tinople, with eighteen gallies, four great ships, 
and eigiit thousand adventurers; and his previous 
treaty was faithfully accomplished b\ Andrcnicus 
the elder, who accepted with joy and terror this 
formidable succour. A palace was allotted for 
his reception, ajid a niece of the emperor was 
given in marriage to the valiant strtoger, who 
was immediately created great duke or admiral 
of Romania. After a decent repose, he trans- 
U'oqps over the Propontis, and boldly 
T»rks: in two bloody battles 
thirty thou^M of Uta-Moslerag. were slain : he 
raised the siege of Philadelphia, and deserved the 
name of the deliverer of Asia. But after a short 
season of prosperity, the cloud of slavery and ruin 
again burst on that unhaj>py province. The in- 
habitants escaped (says a Greek historian) frran 
the smoke into the flames ; and the hostility of 
the Turks was less pernicious than the friendship 
of the Catahms. The lives and fortunes which 
they had rescued, they considered as their own; 
the willing- or reluctant maid was saved from the 
race of circumcision for the embraces of a Chris- 
tian soldier : the exaction of fines and supplies 
was enforced by licentious rapine and arbitrary 
executions ; and, on the resistance of Magnesia, 
the great duke besieged a city of the Roman em- 
pire.'’ These disorders he excused by the wrongs 

* Some i4ea may be formed of the population of these cities, from 
the 30,000 inhabitants ot Tralles, which, in the preceding re w* ** 

rebuilt 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


349 

and passions of a victorious army ; nor would his chap. 
own authority or person have been safe, had he ’ 

dared to punish his &ithful followers, who were " 
defrauded of the just and covenanted price of 
their services. The threats and complaints of 
Andronicus disclosed the nakedness of theempii'e. 

His golden bull had invited no more than five 
hundred horse and a thousand foot soldiers ; yet 
the crowds of volunteers, who migrated to the 
East, had been enlisted and fed by his spon- 
taneous bounty. While his bravest allies were 
content with three byzants, or pieces of gold, for 
their monthly pay, an ounce, or even two ounces, 
of gold were assigned to the Catalans, whose an- 
nual pension would thus amount to near an 
hundred pounds sterling ; one of their chiefs 
had modestly rated at three hundred thousand 
crowns the value of his future merits ; and 
above a million had been issued from the trea- 
sury for the maintenance of these costly merce- 
naries. A cruel tax had been imposed on the 
corn of the husbandman : one tliird was retrench- 
ed from the salaries of the public olHccrs ; and 
the standard of the coin was so shamefully de- 
based, that of the four-and-twenty parts only five 
were of pure gold.J At the summons of the 

rebuilt by the emperor, and ruined by tlieTmks. (Pachymur, 1, vi, 
c. 20, 21). 

* 1 have collected these pecuniary circuinsUnces from Pachymer 
(1. xi, c. 21, 1. xii, c. 4, .5, H, ll, iU), who describes the progressive 
degradation of the gold com. Even in the prosperous times of John 
Ducas Vat^es, the b} zantvv*. ere comiX)sed in equal proportions of the 
pure and the baser iDetdl. The |>ovc>ty of Michael Palajologus com- 
^Ued him to strike a new twin, wuh nine parts, or cai«»t-, oi gold. 
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CHAP, emperor, Roger evacuated a province which no 
longer supplied the materials of rapine ; but he 
refused to disperse his troops ; and while his style 
was respectful, his conduct was independent and 
hostile. He protested, that if the emperor should 
march against him, he would advance forty paces 
to kiss the ground before him, but in rising from 
this prostrate attitude Roger had a life and sword 
at the service of his friends. The great duke of 
Romania condescended to accept the title and 
' ornaments of Caesar ; but he rejected the new 
the government of Asia with a subsidy 
on condition that he should 
reduce his troops to the hacmless number of three, 
thousand men. As.sassination is iast resource 
of cowards. The Caesar was tenijit^ cl to visit the 
royal residence of Adrianople ; in the apartment, 
and before tlie eyes of the empress, he was 
stabbed by the Alani guards ; and though the 
deed was imputed to their private revenge, his 
dhontrymen, who dwelt at Constantinople in the 
peac^ were involved in the same pro- 
scription by the prince or people. The loss of 
their leader intimidated the crowd of adventurers, 
who hoisted the sails of flight, and were soon 
scattered round the coast of the Mediterranean. 
But a veteran band of fifteen hundred Catalans 
or French stood firm in the strong fortress of 

«id fifteen of copper alloy. After his death, the standard rose t» 
ten carats, till, in the public distress, it was reduced to the moiety- 
The prince was relieved for a monmeat, while credit and commerce 
were for ever blasted. In France, the gold coin is of twenty-two 
carats (one twelfth alloy), and the standard of England and HoUartfi 
ft still higher. 
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Gallipoli on the Hellespont, displayed the banners- chap. 
of Arragon, and offered to revenge and justify . 
their chief l^iaa equal iiombat of ten or an hun- 
dred warriors. Instead of accepting this bold 
defiance, the emperor Micimel, the ’sOli and Col- 
league of Andronicus, resolved to dppress'theaa 
with* the Weight of multitudes : every nerve wa» 
strained to form an army of thirteen thousand 
horse and thirty thousand foot ; and the Propontis 
was covered with the ships of the Greeks and 
Genoese. In two battles by sea and land, these 
mighty forces were encountered and overthrown 
by the despair and discipline of the Catalans ; 
the young emperor fled to the palace ; and an 
insufficient guard of light-horse was left for the 
protection df the open country. Victoiy renewed 
the hopes and numbers of the adventurfers : every 
nation was blended under the name and standard 
of thegrea^ compawj ; and three thousand Turkish 
proselytes deserted from the imperial service to 
join this military association. In the pos.session 
of Gallipoli, the Catalans intercepted the trade of 
Constantinople and the Black sea, while they 
spread their devastations on either side of the 
Hellespont over the confines of Europe and Asia. 

To prevent their approach, the greatest part of 
the Byzantine territory v,'as laid waste by the 
Greeks themselves : the peasants and their cattle 
retired into the city ; and myriads of sheep and 
oxen, for which neither place nor food could be 
procured, were unprofitably slaughtered on the 
same day. Four times the emperor Andronicus 
sued for peace, and four times he was inflexibly 
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CHAP, repulsed, till the want of provisions, and the dis- 
cord of the chiefs, compelled the Catalans tq 
evacuate the banks of the Hellespont and the 
neighbourhood of the capital. After their sepa- 
ration from the Turks, the remains of the great 
company pursued their march through Macedo- 
nia and Thessaly, to seek a new establishment 
in the heart of Greece,"* 

itevoiu- After some ages of oblivion, Greece was a- 
Athens, Wakened to new misfortunes by the arms of the 
IA58 * Latins. In the two hundred and fifty years between 
‘^eUarstand the last conquest of Constantinople, 
land was disputed by a multitude 
of petty tyrants ; Wi^utthe contorts of freedom 
and genius, her ancient cities were plunged 
in foreign and intestine war ; and if servitude be 
preferable to anarchy, they might repose with 
joy under tlie Turkish yoke. I shall not pursue 
the obscure and various dynasties, that rose and 
fell on the continent or in the isles ; but our 
lienee on the fate of Athens,^ would argue a 

* The Catdlan war Is most copiously related by Pachyraer, in the 
«Ie\enth. twelfth, and thiitrenth bonks, till he breaks off in the year 
130S. > iC'.phonis Gietjoras (I. vii, 3-6) is more concise and com- 

plete. Oucanne, who adopts these adventurers as French, has hunt- 
ed their footsteps with his usual diligence (Hist, de G. P. I- vi, 
c. 22 -46). He quotes an Arragonese history, which I have read with 
pleasure, and which the Spaniards extol as a model of style and com- 
position (Expedteion de los Catalanes y Arragonescs contra Turcos 
yGriegos; Barcelona, 1623, in quarto; Madrid, 1777, in octavo> 
Don Franeisco de Moncada, Conde de Osona, may imitate Casar or 
Sadu-t ; he may transcribe the Greek or Italian contemporaries ; but 
he never quotes his authorities, and I cannot discern any national re- 
wards of the exploits of his countrymen. 

* See the haborious history of Ducange, whose accurate table of 

the . 
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strange ingratitude to the first and purest school 
of liberal science and amusement. In the parti- 
tion of the em,^!^ the principality of Athens and 
Thebes was ass^ned to Otho de la Rocb^a noble 
Warrior of Burgundy/ with the iitle<^ great 
duke/ which the Latins undef^t^od in ^heir 
own sen^, and the Greeks mwre foolishly derived 
from the age of Constantine.** Otho followed 
the standard of the marquis of Montferrat ; the 
ample state which he acquired by a miracle of 
conduct or fortune/ was peaceably inherited by 
his son and two grandsons, till the family, though 
not the nation, was changed, by the marriage of 
an heiress into the elder branch of the bouse of 
Brienne. Tiie son of that marriage, Walter de 
Brienne, succeeded to the, duchy of Athens ; 
and, with the aid of some Catalan mercenaries, 

the French dynasties recapitulates the lhirty*five passages in which 
lie mentions the dukes of Athens. 

'H«is twice mentioned by Villehardouin with honour (Xo. 151, 
935) ; and under the first passage, Ducange observes all that can be 
known of his person and family. 

< From these princes of the fourteenth century, Boccace, 

Chwicer, and Shakespeare, have borrowed their Theseus dmkc of 
Athens. An ignorant age transfers its own language and manners 
to the most distant times. 

^ The same Constantine gave to Sicily a king, to Russia the mag- 
atu dapifer of the empire, to Thebes the primictrius ; and these ab- 
surd fables are properly lashed by Ducange (ad Nicephor. Greg. U vii, 
c. ^ By the Latins, the lord of Thebes was styled, by corruption, 
the Megos Kurios, or Grand Sire ! 

* Quodmm mtracvlo, says Alberic. He was probably received by Mi- 
chael ClKmiates, the archbi.shop who had defend^ Athens against the 
tyrant LeoSgurus (Nicetas in Baldwino). Michael was the brother of 
tiM* historian Nicetas ; and his encemium of Athens is still extant ia 
**. in tke Bodleian library (Fabric. BiUiot. Gr«c. tom. ^i, i>. 409> 
VOL. XI. A a 
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whom he invested with fiefs, reduced above thirty 
castles of the vassal or neighbouring lords. But 
when he was informed of the approach and am- 
bition of the great company, he collected a force 
of seven hundred knights, six thousand four hun- 
dred horse, and eight thousand foot, and boldly 
met them on the banks of the river Cephisus in 
Boeotia. The Catalans amounted to no more than 
three thousand five hundred horse, and four thou- 
sand foot ; but the deficiency of numbers was 
compensated by stratagem and order. They 
fiKh^drocind their camp an artificial inundation; 

jyis knights advanced without fear 
or precaution otf tin ^vs^dant meadow ; their 
horses plunged into the bog; and he was cut in 
pieces, with the greatest part of the French ca- 
valry. His family and nation were expelled ; and 
his son Walter de Brienne, the titular duke of 
Athens, the'tyrant of Florence, and the constable 
of France, lost his life in the field of Poitiers. 
Attica and Boeotia were the rewards of the victo- 
xipiis '-Catalans ; tiiey married the widows and 
daughters of the slain; and during fourteen years, 
the great company was the terror of the Grecian 
states. Their factions drove them to acknow- 
ledge the sovereignty of the house of Arragon; and 
during the remainder of the fourteenth century* 
Athens, as a government or an appanage, was 
successively bestowed by the kings of Sicily. 
After the French and Catalans, the third dynasty 
was that of the Accaioli, a family, plciieian at 
Florence, potent at Naples, and sovereign in 
Greece. Athens, which they embellished with 
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new buildings, became the capital of a state, that chap. 
extended over Thebes, Argos, Corinth, Delphi, ^ 
and a part irf* Thes^ly; and their reign was 
finally determined by Mahomet the second, who 
strangled the last duke, and educated his sons 
in the discipline and reHgioa of Ife Sera^ib. ' 

Athens,* though no more than the shadow of 
her former self, still contains about eight or tenAtbem. 
thousand inhabitants : of these, three fourths are 
Greeks in religion and language ; and the Turks, 
who compose the remainder, have relaxed, in 
their intercourse with the citizens, somewhat of 
the pnde and gravity of their national character. 

The olive-tree, the gift of Minerva, flourishes in 
Attica ; nor has the honey of mount Hymettus 
lost any part of its exquisite flavour but the 
languid trade is monopolized by strangers ; and 
the agriculture of a barren land is abandoned to 
the vagrant Wallachians. The Athenians are still 
distinguished by the subtlety and acuteness of 
their understandings : but these qualities, unless 
ennobled by freedom, and enlightened by study, 
will degenerate into a low and selfish cunning ; 


^ The mod€rn account of Atheas, and the Athcniang, is extracted 
from Spon (A'<»yage en Grece, loin» iiy p. 79— 199) and Wheeler (Tra- 
vels into Greece, p. 337— 4-14), Stuart (Antiquities of Athens, passim), 
and Chandler (Travels into Greece, p. 23-172). The of these 
travellers visited Greece in the year 1676, the last 17G.5 ; and ninety 
years had not produced much difference in the tranquil scene. 

* The ancients, or at least the Athenians, believed that all the bees 
in the world had been propagated from mount Hymettus. They 
taught diat health might be preserved, and life prolonged, by the ex. 
tcmal use of oil, and the internal use of honey (Geoponica, 1. XV; 
e. 7, p. 1089-1091, edit. Niclas). 
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CHAP, and it is a proverbial saying of the country, 
^Xti. „ Pi-jM!! the Jews of Thessalonica, the T urks of 
Negropont, alid the Greeks of Athens, good 
“ Lord deliver us !” This artful people has 
eluded the tyranny of the Turkish bashaws by 
an expedient which alleviates their servitude and 
aggravates their shame. About the middle of the 
last century, the Athenians chose for their pro- 
tector the kislar aga, or chief black eunuch of the 
seraglio. This ^Ethiopian slave; who possesses 
the $ultai|.’s ear, condescends to accept the tribute 
crowns ; his lieutenant, the 

for his own about ih 3(; thmisand more; 

and such is the policy of the citizens, that they 
seldom fail to remove and punish an oppressive 
governor. Their private differences are decided 
by the archbishop, one of the richest prelates of 
the Greek church, since he possesses a revenue of 
^ne thousand pounds sterling ; and by a tribunal 
of the eight geronii or elders, chosen in the eight 

noble families cannot 
trace their pedigree above three hundred years ; 
but their principal members are distinguished by 
a grave demeanour, a fur cap, and the lofty ap- 
pellation of archon. By some, who delght in 
the contrast, the modern language of Athens is 
represented as the most corrupt and barbarous of 
the seventy dialects of the vulgar Greek this 

■ Dueange Giossar. Grac. Pcaefat. p, 8, who quotes for his author 
Titeodosius Zygoinalus, a modern gramiDWian. Yet Spon (tom. ih 
I>. 194) and Wheeler (p. 335), no incompetent judges, entertai# * 
Wore favourable opinion ot the Attic dialect. 



OP THE homam Empire. 

picture is too darkly coloured ; but it would not chap. 
be easy, in the country of Plato and Demosthenes, ' 
to find a reaMf ot' a cJQpy of their works, Th^ 
Athenians walk with supine indiffereni% among 
the glorious ruins of antiquity ; and such is the 
debaseioent of their charact^ ttajtt'tiiiey ^ 
cap^^ of admiring the genius of their prede« 
eessors." 


” Yet ire must not accuse them of orarrnpting the name of Athens, 
which thex stiH esU Atbini. Prom the rrt himt, we have formed 
(lur own barbarism of ^ttinu. 


4 B 8 
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CHAP. LXIII. 

Ckil wars, and rum of the Greek empire. — Rdgns of 
Andronicuslthe elder and ijounger, and John Palceo- 
logus. — Regency, retolt, reign, and abdication, of 
John Cantacuzene. — Establishment of a Genoese co- 
lony at Peru or Galata. — Their wars with the em- 
Constantinople. 

CHAP. Andronicus* the elder is 

^ chiefly memorable By ^be ^Spates the Greek 

Supersti. church, the invasion of the Catalans, and the 
d^OTrcut"'rise of the Ottoman power. He is celebrated 
as ^{je jjiQst learned and virtuous prince of Ae 
*. B. 1382- age : but such virtue, and such learning, contri- 
buted neither to the perfection of the individual, 
HOT to the happiness of society. A slave of the 
most abject superstition, he was surrounded on 
aS ^d« by vinble and invisible enemies ; nor 
were the flames of hell less dreadful to his fancy, 
than those of a Catalan or Turkish war. Under 
the reign of tiie Palaeologi, the choice of the 
patriarch was the most important business of the 
state ; the heads of the Greek church w'ere am- 
bitious and fanatic monks; and their vices or 
virtues, their learning or ignorance, were equally 

• Andronicus faiicbclf will jaatify our fireedom in the invective (Ni- 
Gregoras, I. 1 , c. 1) which he prenounced against histofic 

falsehood. It is true* that his censure ii more pointedly urged agpu®** 
calumny th«a against adulation. 



•F THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


SB9 

mischievous or contemptible., By his intern- chap. 
perate discipline, the patriarch Athanasius'’ ex- 
cited the hatr^ ,of the. clergy and people; he 
was heard *to declare, that the sinner should 
swallow the last dregs of the cup of pen^ce ; 
and the foolish tale was propagat^^ his^pu- 
nishfogr a sacrilegious ass that Bra tasted Bie 
lettuce of a convent garden. Driven from the 
throne by the universal clamour, Athanasius 
composed, before his retreat, two papers of a 
very opposite cast. His public testament was in 
the tone of charity and resignatioji, the private 
codicil breathed the direst anathemas against the 
authors of his disgrace, whom he excluded for 
ever from the communion of the holy trinity, 
the angels, and the saints. This last paper he 
enclosed in an earthen pot, which was placed, 
by his order, on the top of one of the pillars in 
the dome of St. Sophia, in the distant hope of 
discovery and revenge. At the end of four years, 
some youths, climbing by a ladder in search of 
pigeons nests, detected the fatal secret ; and, as 
Andronicus felt himself touched and bound by 
the excommunication, he trembled on the brink 
of tlie aliyss which had been so treacherously 
dug under his feet. A synod of bishops was • 
instantly convened to debate this important 
question ; the rashness of these clandestine ana- 

** For the anathema in the pigeon’s nest, see Pachymer 0- ix, r. ?4), 
who relates the ^nerai history of Athanasius (I. viii, c. 13-16, 20, 

Si, i X, c. 27-29, 31-36, 1. xi, c. 1-3, 5, 6, L xiii, c. 8, 10, 23, 

35), and U followed by Nicepbonis Gregcras (1. >i, c, 5, I. vii, c. 1, 

9), who includes the second retreat of this second Chrysostom. 

A a 4 
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CHAP, themas was generally condemned ; but as the 
*'****■ knot could be untied only by the same hand, as 
that ' hand was now deprived of the crosier, it 
ajqjeared that this posthumous decree was ir- 
revocable by any ^Mthly power. Some faint 
testimonies of repentance and pardon were ex- 
torted from the author of the mischief; but the 
conscience of the emperor was still wounded, and 
he desired, wHh no less ardour than Athanasius 
himself, the restoration of a patriarch, by whom 
^ne he <^uld be healed. At the dead of night, 

; knocked at the door of the royal 
- ; ^ 8 revelation of plague 

and famine, ^ earthquakes. 

Andronicus started from his bed, 'dhcf^efSati the 
night in prayer, till he felt, or thought that be 
felt, a slight motion of the earth. The emperor, 
on foot, led the bishops and monks to the cdl 
of Athanasius, and, after a proper resistance, 
whom this message had been sent, 
tedjmhied to absolve the prince, and govern tte 

Untamed by disgrace, 
nn^'’!fai^lfted''lty solitude, the shepherd was 
again odious to the flock, and his enemies con- 
trived a singular, and, as it proved, a succe^ 
ful mode of revenge. In the night they stole 
away the foot-stool,^ or foot-cloth, of his throne, 
which th^ weretly replaced with the deccwation 
of a satirical picture. The emperor was painted 
with a bridle in his mouth, and Athanasius lead- 
ing the tractable beast to the feet of Christ. The 
authors of the libel were detected and pimished; 
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but as their lives had been spared, the Christian chap. 
priest in sullen iiid^^iiiU:ibn retired to his cell ; 
and the eyes ^/Aied^dnices, which had been 
opened £or a moment. Were again closed . by his 
succesrer. . 

If this transaction be one this most Cinilws 
and important of a of fifty years, I caosM' 
at least accuse the brevity of my materials, since 
I reduce into some few pages the enormous folios 
of Pacbymer,® Cantacuzene,^ and Nicephoros 
Gregoras,^ who have crompcsed the prolix and 
languid story of the times. The name and situa- 
tion of the emperor John Cantacuzene might 
inspire the most lively curiosity. His memorials 
of forty yt ars extend from the revolt of the 
younger Andronicms to his own abdication of the 
empire; and it is observed, that, like Moses and 
Caesar, he was the principal actor in the scenic 
which he describes. But in this eloquent work 
we should vainly seek the sincerity of an hero or 
a penitent. Retired in a cloister from the vices 

* Pacbyttier* in seven books, 377 foHo pages, describes the first 

twentj-six years of Andronicue the elder ; and marks the date of his 
eomposition by the ctir'rent nei^ or lie <^tlie illy (s. I908>* SMier 

death or disgust prevented him from resumiBg the pen* 

* After an interval of twelve years from the conclusion of Pacby> 

]»«', Cantacusenus takes up the pen; and his first book (c. 1-59, 
p. 9-150) relates the civil war, and the eight last years of the elder 
Andronicus. The ingenious comparison with Moses and Caesar is 
fancied by his French translator, the president Cousin. 

* Nicephorus Gregoras more briefly includes the entire life and 
r^l^ of Aodroniciis the eider (1. vi, c« 1, p. 9d— 291). This is the 
part of which Cantacuzene complains as a false and malicious repre> 
sentation of his conduct. 
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CHAP, and passions of the world, he presents not a con- 
LXiii. {jut an apology, of the life of an ambitious 

"statesman. Instead of unfolding the true counsels 

and characters of men, he displays the smooth 
and specious surface of events, highly varnished 
with his own praises and those of his friends. 
Their motives are always pure ; their ends al- 
ways legitimate : they conspire and rebel with- 
ouVany views of interest; and tbe violence which 
they indict or suffer is celebrated as the spon- 
taneous effect of reason and virtue. 

First dis- example of the first of the Palaeologi, 

®e‘^ 6 ^.A»sfei^ka»agsociatedhis sonMichaelto 
cider and honours of firmu the age of 

Androni- eighteen to his premature death, that pnnce was 
^D. 1320. acknowledged, above twenty-five years, as the 
second emperor of tiie Greclis.^ At tlie head of 
an army he excited neither the fears of the eii^r 
my, nor the jealousy of the court : his modesty 
jmff , patience were never tempted to compute the 
^peors of his father ; nor was that father com* 
petted ^to^ iepeat his liberality either by the 
virtues or vices of his son. The son of Michael 
was named Andronicus from his grandfather, to 
whose early favour he was introduced by that 
nominal resemblance. The blossoms of wit and 
beauty increased the fondness of the elder Andro* 

^ He was crowned May 21, 1295, and died October 1320. 
(Ducange, Fam. Byz. p. 239). His brother Theodoret by a second 
marriage, inherited tlie xnarquisate of Montferrat, apostatized to the 
r^igion and manners of the Latins (ir* xm yttiftvk jmm e-irw 
am yt*u»i9 xvpa xan Tucn Axtin; ijf Nic. Greg. L ^1* 

and fminded a dynasty of Italian princes, which was 
A. o, 15^ (Ducange, Fam. Byz. p. 249-253). 
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nicus ; and, with the common vanity of the age, he chap. 
expected to realize in the second, the hope which *'^^**^ 
had been dis^poifited in the first, generation. 

. The boy >wiMh educated in the palace as an heir 
and a favourite ; and in the oaths and acclama- 
tions of the people, the caigust tnad' V^ fo^aed 
by the names of the father, the sen, and ti^ 
^andson. But the younger Andronicus was 
speedily corrupted by his infant greatness, while 
he beheld with puerile impatience the double obr 
Stacie that hui^, and might long hang, over his 
rising ambition. It was not to acquire fame, or 
to diffuse happiness, that he so eagerly aspired : 
wealth and impunity were in his eyes the most 
precious attributes of a monarch ; and his first 
indiscreet demand was the sovereignty of some 
rich and fertile island, where he might lead a life 
of independence and pleasure. The emperor wte 
offended by the loud and frequent intemperance 
which disturbed his capital: the sums which bis 
parsimony denied were supplied by the Genoese 
usurers of Pera ; and the oj)pressive debt, wdiich 
consolidated the interest of a taction, could be 
discharged only by a revolution. A beautiful 
female, a matron in rank, a prostitute in man- 
ners, had instructed the younger Andronicus in 
the rudiments of love; but he had reason to sus- 
pect the nocturnal visits of a rival ; and a stran- 
ger passing through the street was pierced, by the 
arrows of his guards, who were placed in am - 
bush at her door. That stranger was his brother, 
prince Manuel, wlio languished and died of his 
wound ; and the emperor fflichael, their com- 
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CHAP, moa father, whose health was in a declinifig state, 
it.Xin. gjjpjygjj Qjj (Jay^ lamenting the loss of 

both his children.® However guiltless itt his in* 
tention, the younger Andronicils might impute 
a brother’s and a father’s death to theconsequence 
of his own vices; and deep was the sigh of think- 
ing and feeling men, when they perceived, in- 
ttead of sorrow and repentance, his Ul-dissembled 
joy oh the removal of tWo odious' competitOTS. 
By these melancholy events, and the increase of 
bis disorders, the mind of the elder emperor was 
ai^edated; and, after many fruitless re- 
mi another grandson’’ his 
hopes and affectitorUfitiatW^Was thmounced 
by the new oath of allegiance to' tWe i^^lgrM^’so- 
vereign, and the person whom he should appoint 
for his successor; and the acknowledged heir,afi^ 
arepetition of insults and complaints, was exposed 
to the indignity of a public trial. Before th^iWi- 
which would pi'obably have condemned 
Idttrto a dungeon or a cell, the emperor wasih^ 

courts were filled with 
. the ahn^ followers of his grandson ; the judg- 
ment was softened to a treaty of reconciliation ; 
and the triumphant escape of the prince encbH* 
raged the ardour of the younger faction. 


* We aie ioddKed to Nicepborus Gregone (I. viii, c. 1) fc* 
knowledge of this tragu; adventure : while Cantacuzene more dis- 
creeUy conceals the rices of Andronicas the younger, of which he 
was the witness, and perhaps the associate 0. ». c. 1. &e.). 

* His destined heir was Michael Cathariss, the bastard of Constan- 

tine, his second son. In tins project of excluding his grandson An» 
nruatena. Nicepborus Gregoraa Q, viii, c. 8) «»c« with CanWOP 
Wne (L i, «. 1 , ^ 
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Yet the capital, the clergy, and the senate, ad- chap. 
hered to the person, in’ «t least to the government, ******* 
of the old emp^m i and it was only in the pro- Three civa 
vinces, by fi^ht, and revolt, and foreign siKcour,J^“"„‘^e 
that the nialecon tents could hope to ■vindicate*'^'’ ®“ p®- 
their cause and subvert his thCDi^^' squAjC^rc' i32i, 
the ent^rise was the great domestic John Can^^P"' 
tacuzene : the sally from Constantinople is the»-i>. 132 ^ 
first date of his actions and memorials ; and if *** 
his own pen be most descriptive of bis patriotism, 
an unfriendly historian has not refused* to cele- 
brate the zeal and ability which he displayed in 
the service of the young emperor. That prince 
escaped from the capital under the pretence of 
hunting ; erected his standard at Adrianople ; 
and, in a few days, assembled fifty thousand 
horse and foot, whom neither honour nor duty 
could have armed against the barbarians. Sue*' 
a force might have saved or commanded the em- 
pire ; but their counsels were discordant, their 
motions were slow and doubtful, ami their j)ro- 
gress was checked liy intrigue and negoriution. 

The quarrel of the twoAndronici v, as protracted, 
and suspended, and renewed, during a ruinous 
period of seven years. In the first treaty, the 
relics of the Greek empire were divided ; Con- 
stantinople, Thessalonica, and the islands, were 
left to the elder, while the younger acquired the 
sovereignty of the greatest part of Thrace, from 
Phillippi to the Byzantine limits. By the second Corona«os 
treaty, he stipulati.d the payment of his troops, “ounger 
his immediate coronation, and an adequate share 

of the power and revenue of the state. The *-d. 1325. 

V«b. 2. 
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Lxm terminated by the surprise of 

Constantinople, the final retreat of the old em- 

perOT, and the sole reign of his victorious grand- 
son. The reasons of this delay may be found in 
the characters of the men and of the times. 
When the heir of the monarchy first pleaded his 
wrongs and his apprehensions, he was heard with 
pity and applause ; and his adherents repeated 
on all sides the inconsistent promise, that he 
would increase the pay of the soldiers and alleviate 
the burthens of the people. The grievances trf 
were mingled in his revolt ; and the 
fatigued by the endless pro- 
spect of a reign, f^TOBiites and maxims 

were oi other times. The youth of Andronicus 
had been without spirit, his age was Avithout re- 
verence : his taxes produced an annual revenue 
of five hundred thousand pounds j yet the richrat 
of the sovereigns of Christendom was incapdble 
of maintaining three thousand horse and twenty 
gadlies, to resist the destructive progress the 

said the younger 
Andronicus, " is my situation from that of the 
“ son of Philip ! Alexander might complain, 
that his father would leave him nothing to 
conquer : alas ! my grandsire will leave me 
nothing to lose.” But the Greeks were soon 
admonished, that the public disorders could not 

See Nicephorus Gregons, L viii, c. 6. The younger Andronicu* 
eomplained, that in four years and four months, a large suraaf, 
330,000 byzants of gold was due to him for the cxpences of his house. 
liotd<Cantacuzen. 1 . I, c. 48). Yet he would have remitted the debt, 
if he might have been allowed to squeeze the fanners of the revenue. 
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be healed by a civil war; and that their you^ chap. 
favourite was not destined to be the saviour of a 
falling einpirf. id# the fiist repulse, his party 
was broken by his own levity, their, intestine 
discord, and the intrigues of the an^ll^ 0urt, 
which tempted each malecon^^l^, .d^sej^ or 
betray the cause of rebellion ' Andronicus t^ 
younger was touched with remorse, or fatigued 
with business, or deceived by ncgociaticn : plea- 
sure rather than power was his aim; and the li- 
cense of maintaining a thousand hounds, a thou- 
sand hawks, and a thousand huntsmen, was suf- 
ficient to sully his fame and disarm his ambition. 

Let us now survey tire catastrophe of this busy TbceMcr 
plot, and the final situation of the principal 
actors.^ The age of Andronicus was consumed ‘he govem- 
in civil discord ; and, amidst the events of war,, d. isss, 
ahd treaty, his power and reputation continually 
decayed, till the fatal night in which the gates of 
the city and palace were opened witliout resist- 
ance to his grandson. His principal commander 
scorned the repeated warnings of danger ; and 
retiring to rest in the vain security of ignorance, 
abandoned the feeble monarch, with some priests 
and pages, to the terrors of a sleepless night. 

These terrors were quickly realized by the hostile 
shouts, which proclaimed the titles and victory 
of Andronicus the younger ; and the aged em- 
peror, falling prostrate before an image of the 

* 1 follow the chronology of Nicephorus Gregoras, who is re- 
markald/ exact. It is proved that Cantacuaene has mistaken the 
dates of his own actions, or rather that his text has been corrupted 
by ignorant transcribers. 
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virgin, dispatched a suppliant message to redgn 
the sceptre, and to obtain his life at the hands of 
the cdhiqueror. The answer of his grandson was 
decent and pious ; at the prayer of his friends, 
the younger Andronknis assumed the sole admi- 
nistration; but the elder still enjoyed the name and 
pre-eminence of the first emperor, the use of the 
great palace, and a pension of twenty-four thou- 
sand piec^ of gold, one half of which was assigned 
on the royal treasury, and the other on the fishery 
^ O^isi^tmople. But his impotence was soon 
j^>contempt and oblivion; the vast 
disturbed only by the 
cattle and ponfti^ ae^hbourhood, which 
roved witli impunity through the courts ; 

and a reduced allowance of ten thousand pieces 
of gold' was all tiiat he could ask, and more 
than he could hope. His calamities were embit-' 
tCTed by the gradual extinction of sight ; his cwi- 
&it9Qe&t was rendered*each day more rigorous j 
during the absence and sickness of his grand- 

instant fteat^, compelled him to exchange the 
purple for the monastic habit and profession. 
The monk Antony had renounced the pomp of 
the world : yet he had occasion for a coarse fur 
in the winter season, and as wine was forbidden 
by his confessor, and water by his physician, the 
sherbet of Egypt was his common drink. It was 


_*■! have endeavoured to reconcile the 34,000 pieces of Cantacuzcne 
a^. 1), with the 10,000 of Kkrephorus Gregoras (1. ii, c* 
the ottcwf whom wished to eoito, the other to magnify, the hari- 
ships of the old emperor. 
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not without difficulty that the hUte emperor coiM chap. 
procure three or satisfythese shaide 

wants ; the gpld to relievo 

^ the nv^..ptifefal distress of a friend, 4|iil"ftHarffice 
is of some Weight ki the scale.^SlMidldli^ mid 
religion. Fotff yemu alft« His death, 

droD^s or Antony expired in'a ^I, in 

j-fourth year of his age : and the last strain 
of adulation could only promise a mare s^endid 
crown of gloiyr in heaven than he h^d enjoyed 
upon earth." ' 

Nor was the reign of the younger more glori-®®'p 

o J f> ® . Androni- 

«BS or fortunate than that of, the elder, Androni- cus the 
cus." He gathered tlie fruits of ambition ; 
the taste was transient and bitter : in the supreme 
station he lost the remains cd'his early popularity, June is. 
and the defects of his character became still more 
conspicuous to the world. The public reproach 
urged him to march in person against the Turks? 
nor did his courage fail in the hour of trial, but 
a defeat and a w ound were the only trophies of 
his expedition in Asia, which confirmed the 
establishment ef the Ottoman monarchy, The 
abuses of the civil government attained their full 
maturity and perfection ; bis ne^ect of forms, 
and the confusion of national dresses, are deplored 

"* See Nieephoras Gregoras (1. ii, 6, 7, 8, 10, H, 1. x, c. 1). The 
faistoriiui had tasted of the prosperity, and shared the retreat, of bis be. 
nefactor ; and that friendship which “ waits or to the scaSbld or the 
“ cell,” should not lightly be accused as “ a hireliQf, • prostitute to 
prakc.” 

“ The sale reiga of Andronicus the younger is described by Cama- 
cuzene (1. ii, c. 1-40, p. 191-339) and Nkephwtis Gregoras (1. ii, 
c. 7-1. xi, c. 11, p. 862-361). 

VOL. xr. b 
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cha p, by the Greeks as the fatal symptoms of the decay 
■ , of the empire. Andrbnicus was old before his 
time : the intemperance of youth had accelerated 
the infirmities of age ; and after being rescued 
from a dangerous malady by nature, or physic, 
or the virgin, he was snatched away before he 
jjgj accomplished his forty-fifth year. He was 
twice married ; and as the progress of the Latins 
in arms and arts bad softened the prejudices of 
the Byzantine court, his two wives were chosen 
in the -princely houses of Germany and Italy, 
j# ’ AgMs-at home, Irene in Greece, was 

daughfi^'SFtS^^ii^ of Brunswick. Her fa- 
ther” was a petty in the poor and savage 
regions of the north of Germany yet he de- 

• Agnes, or Irene, was the daughter of duke Henry the wonder* 
fut, the chief of the house of Brunswick, and the fourth in dcsceo^ 
from the famous Henry the lion, duke of Saxony and Bavaria, ai>d 
conqueror of the Sclav! on the Baltic coast. Her brother Henry. w*» 
somamed the Greek from his two journies into the East : but these . 
joamies were subsequent to his sister’s marriage ; and I amigno-^ 
rant how Agnes was discovered in the heart of Germany, andreoWJ- ■ 

Memoirs of to house of 

r Hemy the wonderful was the founder of the branch of Gruben- 
hagen, extinct in the year 1596 (Rimius, p. 28T). He resided in the 
castle of Wolfenbuttel, and possessed no more than a sixth part of the 
aiiodiai estates of Brunswick and Luneburgh,. which the Guelph fa- 
mily had saved from the conKcation of their great 6efs. The fr^ 
quent partitions among brothers had almost ruined the princely 
houses of Germany, till that just, but pernicious law, was slowly su- 
perseded by the right of primogeniture. The principality of Gruben- 
hagen, one of the last remains of the Hereynian forest, is a woody, 
mountaineu.s, arid barreo tract (Busching’s Geography, vol. vi, p. 
270-286. English tiansiation).- 

s The royal author of the Memoirs of Brandenburgh will teach 
us how justly, in a much later period, the north of Germany desarred 
the epitott of poor and barbarous (Essai sur les Mceuers, Ac.) 

the 
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rived some revenue from his silver mines;* 
and his family is celebrated by the Greeks 
as the most ancient and noble of the Teutonic 
name.' After the death of this childless princess, 
Andronicus sought in marriage Jane, thcskter of 
the coimt of Savoy,* and bis j^tVas prefe^d 
to that of the French king.* The count re- 
spected in his sister the superior majesty of a 
Roman empress ; her retinue was composed of 
knights and ladies ; she was regenerated and 
crowned in .St. Sophia, under the more ortho- 
dox appellation of Anne ; and at the nuptial 

the year 1306, in the woods of Luncburgh, some wild people of thtf 
Vened race were allowed to bury alive their infirm and useless pa» 
rents (Uimius, p. 136). 

‘ The assertion of Tacitus, that Germany was destitute of the pre- 
cious metals, must be taken, even in bis own tiooe, with some llmita* 
tion (Germania, c. 5, Annal. zi, 20). According to Spener (Hist- 
Germaniae Pragmatica, tom. i, p« 351), ArgenHfodince in HercyniiB 
montibiis, imperante Othone magno (a. p. 968) primum aperies, lar- 
etiam opes augendi dederunt copiam : but Rimius <p. 258, 259) 
defers till the year 1016 the discovery of the t^ilver mines of Gi ubcn- 
hagen or the Upper Hartz, which were productive in the beginning of 
the fourteenth century, and wluch still yield a considerable revenue 
to the house of Brunswick. 

' Cantacuzene has given a most bonoaKd>{e testimony, n* ^ <* Tip* 
ftetvofv au7n Ivxcs (tbc modem Greeks employ the 

fl for the 5, and the for the j8, and the whole will read in the Ita- 
lian idiom di Brunzulc), tm iraf avroif umt Xmftv-firftn wav-raS 

vug o/uo^vXnt tv yirsf. The praise is just in itself, and 

pleasing to an Engiioh ear. 

^ Anne or Jane, was one of the daughters of Amedee the great, by 
ft second marriage, and half-sister of his successor Edward count of 
Savoy (Anderson’s Tables, p. 650). See Cantacuzend (L i, c. 40-42.) 

“ That king, if the fact be true, must have been Charles the fair, 
who in five years (1321-1326) was mi^rried to three wives (Anderson, 
p. 628). Anne of Savoy arrived at Constantinople In February 1329* 
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fpast,the Greeks and Italians vied with each other 
in the martial exercises of tilts and tournaments. 

Hie empress Anne of Savoy survived her hus- 
bmid*, their scuti, John Palaeologus, was left an 
orphan and an emperor,, in the ninth year of his 
A. D. 1391. age ; and his weakness was protected by the first 
Johri^canf most deserving of the Greeks. The long and 
tacuzenus. cordial friendship of his father for John Caiitacu- 
zene is alike honourable to the prince and the 
subject. It had been formed amidst the pleasures 
youth ; their families were almost equally 
aati .^be geeent lustre of the purple was 
the energy of a private 
education. We ha’^Sbshthat'th^oun^ emperor 
was saved by Cantacuzene from' t¥e“po(wer of his 
grandfather; and after six years of civil war, 
t!ie c-aine favourite brought liim back in triumph 
to the palace of Constantinople. Under the reign 
of Andronicus the younger, the great domestic 
ruled the, emperor and the empire ; and it was by . 
Ms Valour and conduct that the Isle of Lesboaj|S4 
tte.p^|gj||ii^tiJL^;.^j^Sb^ were restored to their 
ancient allegiance. His enemies confess, that,./ 
among the public robbers, Cantacuzene alone 
u a.s moderate and abstemious ; and the free and 
voluntary account which he produces of his own 
wealth^ may sustain the presumption that it was 
devolved by inheritance, and not accumulated by ‘ 


> The noble race of the Cantacuzeni {illostrioua from the eleventh 
century in the Byzantine annals) was drawn from the Paladins of 
Fmce, the heroes of those romances which in the thirteenth centuiy 
were translated and read by the GreeksfDucange, Fam. jByzant. p. 2^9* 
’ See Cantacuzene (I. iii, c. 2t, 30, 36). 
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rapine. He does not indeed specify the value 6t 
his money, plat^ iU^^Je^rs ; yet, after a vo- 
luntary of^tWo’finMb^d vases of silver, after 
much h^ he^n secreted by his friends ^^ plun- 
dered by hfe foes, his forfeit treaanasiyafe^ jmf- 
ficieht for the equipment of a 
lies. He does not measure the size and nunf^ 
her of his estates ; but his granaries were heaped 
witli an incredible store of wheat and barley; mid 
the labour of a thousand yoke of oxen might cnf- 
tivate, according to the practice of antiquity, 
about sixty-two thousand five hundred acres of 
arable land.* His pastures' were stocked with 
two thousand five hundred brood mares, two 
hundred camels, three hundred mutes, five hun- 
dred asses, five thousand hoiwed cattle, fifty thou- 
sand hogs, and seventy thousand sfieep;* a pre- 
cious record of rural opulence in the last period 
of the empire, and in a land, most probably in 
Thrace, so repeatedly wasted by foreign and do- 
mestic hostility. The favour of Cantacuzene was 
above his fortune. In the moments of familiarity, 
m the hour o£ Mckiies^ the emperor wos desirous 


$ 7 ^ 


* Saserna, in Gaul, and Cslumella, in Italy or Spain, allow two 
yoke of oxen, two drivers, and six labourers, for two hundred jugera 
U*S English acres) of arable land, and three more men must be acid- 
A if there be much underwood (Columella de Re Rustica, 1. ii, e. 13, 
p. 441, edit. Gesner). 

* In this enumeration (1. iii, c. 30), the French translation of the 

president Cousin is blotted with three palpable and essential errors. 
1. He omita'the lOOU yoke of working oxen. 2. He interprets the 
nwcaariM srjM> by the number of fifteen hundred. 3. He 

confounds myriads with chiliads, and gives Cantacuaeae mor« 
Rian fiOOO hogs. Put not your trust in translatious 1 
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CHAP, to level the distance between them, and pressed 
friend to accept the diadem and purple. The 
He is left virtue of the great domestic, which is attested by 
tte empire, his own pen, resisted the dangerous proposal ; but 
the last testament of Andronicus the younger 
named nim the guardian of his son, and the re- 
gent of the empire. 

Hisregency Had the regent found a suitable return of obe-. 


». diciice and gratitude, perhaps he would have acted 
with pure and zealous fidelity in the seryice of his 
A guard of five hundred soldiers watched 



ft:, 


and the palace ; the funeral of .i 


vf' 

■i) 


. was decently performed ; the -,, 
cajiilai was silent and' subinissive ; and five hun..|C 
dred letters which Cantacuzene di^atchedinthe' * 
first month, informed the provinces of their loss* / 
and their duty. The prospect of a tranquil mi- . 
nority was blasted by the great duke or admiral.'. ;/ 


Apocaucus ; and to exaggerate his perfidy, the; 


imp^ria} historian is pleased to magnify his 0Wi|f ’ 

, imraruden^^^raising him to that office apmstj'l 

Sagacious sovereign. Bold ' 
and subtle, rapacious and profuse, the avarice •» 
and ambition of ApOCaucus were by turns sub- 
servient to each other ; and his talents were ap- 
plied to the ruin of his country. His arrogance 
was heightened by the command of a naval force 
and an impregnable castle, and under the mask of 
oaths and flattery he secretly conspired against hi* 


^ See the regency and re^n of John Cantacuzenus, and the whd« 
prepress of the civil war, in his own history (1. Hi, c. 1-100, p. M*- 
700), and in that of Nicephoms Gregoras U. xii, c. l-h xv, e- •> P" 
353 - 492 ). 
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benefactor. The female court of the empress.was chap. 
bribed and directed i he encouraged Anne 6f . , 7*^ 

Savoy to assert, of nature, the tute- •n? em* 

lage of h^ son ; the love of power was disguised 
by the anxiety of maternal tendernessi.ahd the 
founder of the Palaeologi had ins^ct^d his po- 
sterity/ to dread the example of a perfidious 
guardian. The patriarch John of Apri was a fey the 
proud and feeble old man, encompassed by a nu-^*“^ 
merous and hungry kindred. He produced an 
obsolete epktle^of Andronicus, which bequeathed 
the prince an4 people to his pious care : the fate 
of his predecessor Arsenins prompted him to pre- 
vent, rather than punisli, the crimes of an usurp- 
er ; and Apocaucus smiled at the success of his 
ownflatteiy, when he behelcfthe Byzantine priest 
assuming the state and -temporal claims of the 
Roman pontiff.® Between three persons so dif- 
ferent in their situation and character, a private 
league was concluded ; a shadow of authority 
was restored to the senate ; and the people Avas 
tempted by the name of freedom. By this 
powerful confederacy, the great domestic was 
assaulted at first with clani&stine, at length with 
open, arms. His prerogatives w^ere disputed his 
opinion slighted; his friends persecuted ; and his 
safety was threatened both in the camp and city. 

• In his absence on the public service, he w as ac- 


• He assumed the royal privilege of red shoes or buskins ; placed 
on his head a mitre of silk and gold ; subscribed his epistles with hy- 
acinth or green ink, and claimed for the new, whatever Constantine 
had given to the ancient, Rome (Cantaciijen. 1. iii, c. 36. j Xic. Grf*- 
gorai, L xiv, c. 3). 
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cused of tre^on ; prescribed as an enemy of tW 
churefc and state ; and delivered, with all his ad^ 


herents^ to the sword of justice, the vengeance of , 
the people, and the power of the devil : his- for- 
tunes were confiscated i hia aged mother was cast 
into prison ; all his past services were buried in 
oblivion; and he was driven by iiijustice to perpe- " 
trate the crime of which he was accused.*^ From 
the review ^hi» preceding conduct, Cantacuzene 
appears to have been guiltless of any treasonable 
designs ; and the only suspicion of his innocence 
vehempnee of his protestai— ' 
which he ascribes- v 
to his own and the/’ 

palriaroli still alfcctcd thoappearnnees^baniMmy, 

he repeatedly solicited the permission of retiring;;;: 
to a private, and even a monastic, life. After 
he had been declared a public enemy, it was bw^!;. 


'Th 

' Jl' 4 


fervent wish to throw hiniself at the feet of 


;jr> 


Ay<^g einperor, and to receive without a 
^ stroke of the executioner; it Wj ^da^ ^ A 

' Jb^ned to of 

WMWttrwfech fhebrated the sacred dutyof saving tf%1; 
his family and friends, and proved that he could- • 
only save them by drawing the sword and assum- 
ing the imperial title. 

^^tmes strong city of Demotica, his peculiar 

Uie purple, domain, the ^nperor John CantacuzCnus was- 


Nic. Gregoras <1. ili, e. 5) confesses tihe innocence anU virtues irf 
CanUcuzenus, the guilt and Sagitious vices of Apocaucus ; nor dues- 

he dissemble the motive of his personal and religious enmity to the 
former; J,.,, 




ms aJUw ^Uftf 
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invested with the purple buskias :• ^his ri^t-hg chap. 


was clothed 1^ his 119 
l<atin cliiei's^ 


► the left by the • 




BOnferred the ordar ofA n.^ 
kiiightiiood. -Snt even in this act of be 

was s^teto^ous of loyalty; and I 
PahESdogHS and iMae of Save 
before^ own name and that et his wife lreBa;i 
Skidb vain ceremony is a thin disguLse of rebeU . 
lion, nor are there perhaps any 'personal wroB.is 



that can anthorke a subject to. t^kevneaa 
his s»va’eig»;^,b9^^. thec^Ma^ of preparation and 
success may the assurance of the usurper, 

that this decisive step was the effect of necessity 
rather than of choice. Con>f juitiuoplc adhered to 
the young emperor : the hhig of Bulgaria was 
invited .tothe reli^ of j^i4fpanpplc: the principal 
cities of Thrace and after snipe hesi- 

tation, renounced their obedience to the gprea*' 
domestic ; and the leaders of the troops and the 
provinces were induced, by their private interest, 
to prefer the loose dominion of a woman and a 
priest. •.The army of Cantacmxiie, in sixteen 
divkion^ was statimied on tlie banks of the jMe- 
las to ten^ or hrtimidate the capitid ; it was 
dispersed by treachery or fear ; and tlie officers, 
more especially the mercenary Latins, accepted 
the bribes, and embraced the service, of the By- 
zantine court. After this loss, the rebel cmperOT 
(he fluctuated between the two characters) took 
the road of Thessalonica with a cliosen remnant ; 
but he failed in his enterprise on that* important 
place ; and he was closely pursued by the great 
duke, his enemy Apocaucus, at the head of a 
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superior power by sea and land. Driven from thff 
coast) in his inarch, or rather flight, into the ' 
mountains of Servia, Cantacuzene assembled his 
troops to scrutinize those who were worthy and 
willing to accompany his broken fortunes. A 
base majority bowed and retired ; and his trusty 
band was diminished to two thousand, and at 
last to five hundred, volimteers. The era/,* or 
de^t of the Servians, received him with gene- 
rous hospitality ; but the- ally was insensibly de^ ■, 
graded to a suppliant, an hostage, a captive; and, W 
dependence, he waited at the ^ 
who. could dispose of the fi;: 
life and The mos|£^ 

tempting offers could 'i^^ p0diMi^^the cral tflP' 
violate his trust ; but he soon inclined to tW 
stronger side ; and his friend was dismissed with- 
out injury to a new vicissitude of hopes and perils. . ’ 
Near six years the flame of discord burnt witiL-; > : 
^vaijous success and unabated rage: the cities 
f distracted by the faction of the nobl^ i^ fV 
(^mtoc^eni and,Pi^P^^I' 
tWfbdj^ans, the Servians, and the Turks* 
were invoked on both sides as the instruments 
of private ambition and the common rym. 



I'll-*' 


• The princes of Servia (Ducange, Famil. Dalmaticae, Ac. c. 2, 3, 
4, 9) w*t« styled despets in Greek, and cral in their native idiom 
(Bucange, Gioas, Grtte. p. 741). That tiUe, the equivalat of king, 
appears to be of Sclavonic origin, from whence it has been borrowed 
by the Hungarians, the modem Greeks, and even by the Turks (Leun- 
clavius. Pandect. Turc. p. 422), who reserve the name of Padishah for 
the emperor. To obtain the latter instead of the former is the am-’ 
bUion of the French at Constantinople (AvertUkoient a THistoire de 
Timur Bee, p. 39}. 
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The regent deplored the calamities, of which he chap. 
was the author and-irktim : and his own expe^ _j^***^ 
rience inightidi^E^^j.hat and lively remark on ' - 
the dilBsTeht nature of foreign and civil war. 

“ The-former,” said he, « is the exter^ warmth 
“ of siunmer, always tolerable;.. and.’pften bciuv 
^ ; the latter is the deadly” heat of a fever, 

which consumes without a remedy the vitals of 
“ the constitution.”*^ 

The introduction, of harl^^aos and savages victoiyrf 
into the contests of'-tat^ized nations is a 
sure pregnant with shame and mischief ; which 
the interest of . the moment may compel, but 
which is reprobated by the best principles of hu- ’ 

manity and reason. It is the practice of both 
sides to acense their enetnjes of the guilt of the 
first alliances ; and those who fail in their nego- 
ciations are loudest in their censure of the ex- 
ampde which tlieyenvy, and w'ould gladly imitate. 

The Turks of Asia were less barbarous perhaps 
than the shepherds of Bulgaria and Servia ; but 
their religion rendci ed them the implacable foes 
of Rome and Christianity. To acquii e the friend- 
ship of their emirs^ the two factions vied with 
each other in baseness and profusion ; the dexte- 
rity of Cantacuzene obtained the preference ; but 
the succour and victory were dearly purchased by 
the marriage of his daughter with an infidel, the 
captivity of many thousand Christians, and the 
passage of the Ottomans into Europe, the last and 


' Nic. Gregoras, 1. 13, c. 14. It is surprising that Caniacuzine 
not inserted this just and lively image in his own writings. 
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CHAP, fatal str^e in the fall of the Roman empire. The 
txin. jncBning scale was decided in his favour by the 
death of Apocaucus, the just, though singular, 
retribution of h» crimes. A crowd of nobles or 
plebeians, whom he feared or hated, had been 
seized by his orders in the capital and the pro- 
vinces ; and the old palace of Constantine was 
assigned for the place of their confinement. Some 
alterations in ra^ig the walk, and narrowing 
the cells, had been ingeniously contrived to pre- 
vent their escape, and aggravate their misery; 

; . iKA^tfeird^frosiBcessantly pressed by the daily 
vr^ts ' guards watched at the 

gate ; and as he st<^'kki-t|lC''iim» court to over- 
look the aniiitects, willioiit fear'or sus|>TCion, he 
was assaulted and laid breathless on the ground, 
bytwo resolute prisoners of the Palseologian race,* 
who were armed with sticks, and animated by 
. . I despair. On the rumour of revenge and liber^,” . 
\:^i' ^ ^ee^ivemuititwfe broke their fetters, fortifi^ 

£ sj and exposed from the battlemipi 

th® p^l^ and the clemency of the empress. , 
Anne of Savoy might rejoice in the fall of an 
haughty and ambitious minister ; but while she 
delayed to resolve or to act, the populace, more 
esped^y the mariners, were excited by the widow 
of the great duke to a sedition, an assault, and 
a massacre. The prisoners (of whom the far 

• The two avengers were both Palwilogi, who might resent, with 
royaljndignation, the shame of their chains. The tragedy of Apo. 
caucus may deserve a peculiar reference to Cantacuzene (U iii, c, 
and Nic. Cr^oras 0. u v, c. 10). 
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greater part were guiltless op M^lorious of tte 
deed) escaping to %.f^ighbourii^ ohurch, th^ 
were of tbe altar ; and in 

his dea.i^iiie’sci«Dster was not less h^^^j and 
vemMaRxas than in his life. Yet 
upheld the cause of the jiwffig 
surpvsBg associates, sus^bas of each io4£^, 
abandoned the conduct of the war, and rejected 
the fairest terms of accommodation. In the be- 
ginning of the dispute, the empress felt and com- 
plamed, to^ Sherwas doieired by the enemies of 
Cantacuzene: the patriarch was employed to 
jmeach against the forgiveness of injuries ; and 
her promise of immortal hatred was sealed by an 
oath, under the penalty of excommimication-* 
But Anne soon learned to hate without a teacher: 
she beheld the misfortunes of the empire with the 
indifference of a'stranger; her jealousy was ex- 
asperated by the competition of a rival empress ; 
and on the first symptoms of a more yielding tem- 
per, she threatened the patriarch to convene a 
synod, and degrade him from Ids office. Their 
itM:apacity and discord would have afi'orded the 
most deceive advantage ; but the civil war was 
protracted by the weakness of both parties ; and 
the moderation of Cantacuzene has not escaped 
the reproach of timidity and indolence. He suc- 
cessively recovered the provinces and cities ; and 
the realm of his pupil was measured by the walls 

^ Cantacuzene accuse.s the patriarch, and spares the empress, the 
Tnuthwrof his sovereign (1. iii, 33, 34), against whom Xic, Gregoras 
expresi»es a particular animosity (1, xiv, 10, 11, xv, p. 5). It U ttue, 
that they do not speak exactly of the time. 
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CHAP, of Constantinople ; but the metropolis alone coun* 

1 ■V’TTT ' ^ 

terbalanced the rest of the empire : nor could he 
attempt that important conquest till he had se- 
. Cured in his favour the public voice and a pri- 
vate correspondence. An Italian, of the name of 
He re-en- pacciolati,* had succeeded to the office of great 
BtanUnopie.duke ; the ships, the guards, and the golden gatej 
January Were subjcct to lus Command ; but his humble 
ambition Vv=as bribed to become'the instrument of 
treachery ; and the revolution was accomplished 
' without danger or bloodshed. Destitute of the 
resistance, or the hope of relief, the in- 
'l^ihieMlMffl^wotild ffiave still defended the pa- 
lace, and have' smtteC capital ill 

flames rather than in the posses^iw a rivah 
She yielded to the prayers of her friends and ene- 
mies ; and the treaty was dictated by the con-* 
queror, who professed a loyal and zealous attach- 
ment to the son of his benefactor. The mar-* 
riage-of his daughter with John Palseologus was 
at length consummated ; the hereditary of ' 
ihe'.p«]^fwas ackuowled^d ; but the sqle ad- 
ministration during ten years v.^as vested in the . 
guardian. Two emperors and three empresses 
were seated on the Byzantine throne ; and a ge- 
neral amnesty quieted the apprehensions, and 
confirmed the property, of the most guilty sub- 
jects. The festival of the^ coronation and nup- 
tials was celebrated with the appearances of con- 
cord and magnificence, and both were equally 

^ The traitor and treason are revealed by Nic« Gregwa* *** 
c# 8) ; Imt the name is more discreetly suppressed by hi* 

•omplice (Cantacuaen. h iii, c, 99). 
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's fallacious. During the late troubles, thetf^ chap. 
sures ef the state,, ai^^ieven the furniture of the 
palace, had or embezzled : the 

royal baa^o^ was'serred in pewter or earthen- 
ware*; and such was the proud .poverty <rf the 
times, that the absence of , gold ^wels was 
supplied by the paltry artifices of glass and gilt- 
leather.*' 

I hasten to conclude the personal history of y®*?” “f 
T ^ Can* 

John Cantacuzene. He tnumphed and reigned ;tacuzene, • 

but his reign and triumph were clouded by theja”' 

discontent of his own and the adverse faction. ”• i3.5s, 

January. 

His' followers might style the genera! amnesty, 
an act of pardon for his enemies, and of oblivion 
for his friends i” in his cause their estates had 
been forfeited or plundered; and as they wandered 
naked and hungry through the streets, they curs- 
ed the selfish generosity of a leader, who, on the 
throne of the empire, might relinquish without 
merit his private inheritance. The adherents of 
the empress blushed to hold their lives and for- 
tunes by the precarious favour of an usurper; 

^ Kic. Greg. 1. xv» 11. There were however some true pearls, but 
very thinly sprinkled. The rest of the stones had only 
wpa/ J/ayyi,*, 

* From his return to Constantinople, Cantacuzene continues his 
history and tn?t of the empire, o®te year beyond the abdication of his 
■on Matthew, o. 1357 (1. iv, c. 1-50, p. 705-911). Nicephorus 
Gre^joras ends with th^ .>ynod of Con'5lant!nople, in the year 1351 
(L xiii, c. 3, p. 660 : th* :est to the conclusion of the twenty-fourth 
book, p. 717, is all contrtversy) ; and his fourteen last books are still 
Jiss. in the kir^g of France’^ library. 

“ The emperor (Cantjeuzen, 1. iv, c. 1) represents his own virtues 
and Nic. Gr^orfs (I, yv, c. II) the complaints of his friend?, who 
■ulfen'.«i Dy its effects. I have lent them the words of our poor cava» 
liers 4l'ter the restoration. 
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c H A E. and the thirst of revenge was concealed by « 
Lxiix. tender concern for the succession, and even the 
safety of her son. They were justly alarmed by 
a petition of the friends of Cantacuzene, that 
<hey might be released from their oath of alle- 
giance to the Palaeologi, and intrusted with the 
defence of some cautionary towns ; a measure 
supported with argument and eloquence; aid 
“which was rejected- (says the imperial historian) 
\>Y'my sublime, and almost HKredifale, virtue* 
His repose was disturbed by the sound of plots 
, jbmI ne^tiatas; and he treanhled lest the lawfti 

away by some foreign ot T? 
domestic enemy, his 

and his wrongs in the banners 
the son of Andronicus advanced in the years df 
manhood, he began to feel and to act for hinfc 
self ; and his rising ambition was rather stkan-' 
lated than checked by the imitation of his fatheir^ 
vices. If we may trust his own professions, Qtab?' 
tacuzene laboured with honest industry to jOftjSMCt ' ; 
‘ deese owdid ted stesiial afqietites, ted to raisO ; ' 
the mind of the young prince to a level with hisf, i 
fortune. In the Servian expedition the two emv' 
perors sliou ed themselves in cordial harmony to 
the troops and provinces ; and the younger col- 
league was initiated by the elder in the mysteries 
of war and government. After the conclusion of 
the peace, Pala^ologus was left at Thessalonica, 
a royal residence, and a frontier station, to secure 
by his absence the peace of Constantinople, and 
to withdraw his youth from the temptatioias ^ 
a luxurious capital. But the distance weakfne4 
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\ the powers of controul, and the’ son of Andronicfe chap. 
surrounded with artftd <m* unthinking cOmpa- 
nfehs, hate his guardihn, tO 

deploreJifc*Mle, and to vindicate his rights. A 
priv^ treaty with the cral or de^Mi nl'- Bervia 
was soon followed by an i “ 



cuzene, on the throne of the elder Ahdrofi^^ 
defended the cause of age and prerogative, whihh 
in his youth he had so vigorously attaoked. At 
his request, the empress niOtb^'dnd#t5t)bfc the 
voyage of The^Bahoika, and the office of mediU'^ 
tion ; she returned without success ; and unless 
Anne of Savoy was instructed hy adversity, we 
may doubt the sincerity, or at least the ferv«Eiy; 
of her zeal. While tl^e regent grasped the sceptre 
with a firm and v^rons hand, she had been in • 
structed to declare, that the ten years of his legal 
administration would soon elapse ; and that after 
a full trial of the vanity of the world, the empe- 
ror Cantacuzene sighed for the repose of a cloister, 
and was ambitious only of an heavenly crown. 

Had these sentiments been gcmiino, his vc^hintary 
abdication would have restored the peace of the 
empire, and his . conscience would have been re- 
lieved by an act of justice. Palaeologus alone was John p«- 
responsible for his future government ; and what-’®”‘‘«‘'* 

* , ^ takes up 

ever might be his vices, they were surely less for-arms 
midable than the calamities of a civil war, in^m"**^ 

^ which the barbarians and infidels were again in-^- “• 
vited to assist the Greeks in their mutual de- 
struction. By the arms of the Turks, who now 
struck a deep and everlasting root in ■ Europe, 
Cantacuzene prevailed in the third contest in 
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CHAP, which he had been involved ; and the young . 
peror," driven from the sea and land, was 
pelled-to take shelter among the Latins of ti 
of Tenedos. His insolence and obstinag 
voked the victor to a step which must i 
quarrel irreconcilable ; and the associ 
son Matthew, whom he invested 
pie, established the succession .in the n^By of 
the Cantacuzeni. But Constantinople was still 
attached to the blood of her ancient princes; 
and.this last injury accelerated the restoration of 
l^ir. A noble Genoese espoused tire 
' ^^^^^iP<ih|ii|l^)ia>f^.obtfuned a promise of his 
sister, and achieved ’ti^ ^QV^adioH<S<^ith two gah 
lies and two thousand five hun<I^^^^Esiliarie& 
Under the pretence of distress, they were ad> 
mitted into the lesser jiort ; a gate was opened, 
and the Latin shout of “ Long life and victoqi 
“ to the emperor, John Paleeologus !” was an- 
swered by a general rising in his favour. A nu- 
i^rous and loyalpartyyet adhered tothestaad^d 
but las asserts in his histiW!y(<doea 
he hope for belief?) that his tender conscience 
rejected tlic assurance of conquest ; that, in free 
obedience to the voice of religion and philosophy, • 
he descended from the throne, and embraced 
with pleasure the monastic habit and profession.* 
So soon as he c.eased to be a jjrince, his successor 
was not unwilling that he should be a saint : the 

“ The awk%rarvi apology of Cantacuzene 0* c. 39-42), who re- 
lates, with vi.ibie confusion, his o-vr. downfall, may he supplied 1? 
the less arcurate, but more honest, natratives of Matthew Viliam 
<]• iv, c. 16, in the Script. Rernm. Itai. tom. liv, p. 268) and Dncas. 

10, li). 
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remainder of his life was detected tohietyand chap. 

* ^ T.ICT TT 

^arning; in the, cells of Constantinople and ^ 

^ount hfdUSSi 4l0l mmk Joasaph was respected AtnUcabon 
as tbo' tan^oral and spiritual father of the em-*uien*,**' 
peeof ; and if he issued from his it 

as the minister of peace, to snhdiie the Chitinacj, 

^d solicit the pacrdoR, his rebellions soB.* 

Yet in the cloister, the mind of Cantacuzene Di«pnte 
was still exercised by theological war. He sharp- 
ened a controversial pen against the Jews and ma- 
hometaaHs p and ha every state he defended with i. <>. mu 

•' 1351, 

equal zeal the divine light of mount Thabor, 
a. memorable question, which consummates the 
religious follies of the Greeks. The fakirs of 
India,"* and the monks of the Oriental church, 
were alike persuaded, that in total abstraction 
of the faculties of the mind and body, the purer 
spirit may ascend to the enjoyment and vision of 
the deity. The opinion and practice of the mo- 
nasteries of mount Athos' will be best repre- 


° Cantacuzene, in the year 1375, was honoured with a letter from 
the pope (Fleury, Hist* Ecc’es. tom. x», p. 250). His death is })Iaced by 
resptcraUe autherity on the 20th of November lil i (Ducange, Fam. 
Bysuit. p. 2(^). But if be were of the age of bitf companion A'ndro- 
nicus the younger, he must bave lived 11$ years ; a rare instance of 
longevity, which, in so illustrious a person, would bave attracted uni- 
• versa! notice. 

f His four discourses, or books, were printed at Basil, 1543 (Fa- 
bric. Bibliot. Graec. tom vi, p. 473). He composed them to satisfy a 
proselyte, who was assaulted with letters from his friends of Ispahan. 
Cantacuzene had read the koran ; but I understand fn>m Maracci, 
that he adopts the vulgar prejudices and fables against Mahomet and 
his religion. 

^ See the Voyages de Bernier, tom. i, p. 127. 

’ Moftheixn, Institut. Hist, Eccles. p. 522, 523. Fleury, Hist* Ke-. 

elrs. 


c c 2 
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sented in the words of an abbot, who flourished 
in the eleventh century. “ When thou art 
“ in thy cell,” says the ascetic teacher, “ r’ 

“ thy door, and seat thyself in a corner 
“ thy mind above all things vain and tra* 

“ recline thy beard and chin on tlj 
“ turn thy eyes and thy tiiouglit 
“ middle of thy belly, the region < 

“ and search the place of the lieai’t,' 

“ the soul. At first, all will be dark aid com- 
“ fortless ; but if you persevere day and night, 
‘*,j|W.>(dll feel an ineffable joy ; and no sooner 
« %^^j|fcj(^n]^^scovered the place of the heart, 
“ than it is involved m.a mystic and etherial 
“ light.” This light, the producti<» of a dis- 
tempered fancy, the creature of an empty sto- 
mach and an empty brain, was adored by the 
quietists as the pure and perfect essence of God 
himself; and as long as the folly was confined to 
mount Athos, the simple solitaries were not in- 
quisitive how the divine essence could be a aw- 
/ertai'Snli8tfmce,'or how an iminaierial substance 
coiilfl be perceived by the eyes of the body. But 
in the reign of the younger Andronicus, these 
monasteries were visited by Barlaam,’ a Cala- 
brian monk, who was equally skilled in philo- 


cles. tom. XX, p. 22, 24, 107-114, &c. The former unfolds the 
causes with the judgment of a philosopher, the latter transcribes and 
translates with the prejudices of a catholic priest. 

• Basnage (in Canisii Antiq. Lectiones, tom. iv, p. 363-368) has 
investigated the character and story of Barlaam. The duplicity of 
his opinions had inspired some doubts of the identity of his person. 
See likewise Fabricius (Bibliot. Grac, tow. x» p. 437-432). 
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sophy and theology ; who possessed the languages c hap. 
ytf the Greeks i^,I:<atins ; and whose versatile 
gOTius their opposite creeds, ac- 

co^ing to the interest of the moment. The in- 
di^etion of an ascetic revealed to the curious 
traveller the secrets of mental prayer ; and Bar- 
laam embraced the opportunity of ridiculing the 
quietists, who placed the soul in the navel ; of 
accusing the monks of mount Athos of heresy 
and blasphemy. His attack compelled the more 
learned to renounce or dissemble tlie simple de- 
votion of their brethren ; and Gregory Palamas 
introduced a scholastic distinction between the 
essence and operation of God. His inaccessible 
essence dwells in the midst of an uncreated and 


eternal light; and this beatific vision of the saints 
had been manifested to the disciples on mount 
Thabor, in the transfiguration of Christ. Yet 
this distinction could not escape the reproach of 
polytheism ; the eternity of the light of Thabor 
was fiercely denied ; and Barlaam still charged 
the palamites with holdingtwo eternal substances, 
a visible and an invisible God. From the rage 
of the monks of mount Athos, who threatened 
his life, the Calabrian retired to Constantinople, 
where his smooth and specious manners introduc- 
ed him to the favour of the great domestic and 
the emperor. The court and the city were involv- 
ed in this theological dispute, whichflamed amidst 
the civil war ; but the doctrine of Barlaam was 
disgraced by his flight and apostacy ; the pala- 
mites triumphed ; and their adversary^ the pa- 
triarch John of Apri, was deposed by the consent 

c c 3 
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CHAP, of the adverse factions of the state. In thee’ 
racter of emperor and theologian, Cantac 





presided in the synod of the Greek church, 
established, as an article of faith, the unj 
light of mount Thabor; and, after so 
suits, the reason of mankind was slighj 
ed by the addition of a single absurd 
rolls of paper or parchment have b3 
and the impenitent sectaries who refusedTh sub- 
scribe the orthodox creed, were deprived of the 
honoiVs of Christian burial ; but in the next age 
tl^.^^c^ption was forgotten ; nor can I learn that 
the axe oi^^the-faggpt were employed for the ex- 
tirpation of the barlaamite bere^.* 

Establish- For the conclusion of tliis chaptern have re- 

mentofthe j i . • % 

Genoese at scrvcd the Gcnocsc War, n hiclt shook the throne 
Cantacuzene, and betraye d the debility of the 
^^^I2«i-Greek empire. The (xcnoese, who, after the 
recovery of Constantinople, were seated in the 
suburb of Pera or Galata, received that honour- 
able fief from the bounty of the emperor. They 
were iodHlg^ in the use of their laws and magi- 
strates ; blit they submitted to the duties-of vas- 
sals and subjects : the forcible word of liegemen" 


• See Cantacuzene (I. ii, c. 39, 40, I. iv, c. 3, 23, 24, 25) and Nic. 
Cregoras (1, zi, c, 10, I. zv, 3, 7, Ac.), whose last books, from the 
nineteenth to the, twenty-fourth, are almost confined to a subject so 
interesting to the authors. Boivin (in Vit. Nic. Gregorm), from the 
unpublished books, and Fabricius (Bibliot. Grme. tom. z, p- 462- 
473;, or rather Montfau^on, from the uss. of the Coislin library, 
have added »ome facts and documents. 

“ Pachymer (1- v, c. 10) very properly explains tfigiot) by 

mist. The use of these words in the Greek and Latin of the feudal 
limes may be amply understood from the GIoa.saries of Dueangd 
IGratc. p.811, S12, Latin. tom.iv. p. 1Q9-1II'. 
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^ was borrowed from the Latin jorisprudence ; lyt^ chap. 
\their or. before be entered on his 

with loyal acclama- 
tions ajrf 4?ews of fidelity. Genoa seized a firm 
alUksiSe with the Greeks ; and, in aoa^ of a de- 
fenslre war, a supply of fifty lilies, md a 
siKietttir of fifty gallies completely armed <aid 
manned, was promised by the republic to the em- 
pire. In the revival of a naval force, it was the 
aim of Michael Palaeologus to deliver himself from 
a foreign oid ; rad his vigorous government con- 
tained the Genoese of Galata within those limits 


which the insolence of wealth and freedom pro- 
voked them to exceed. A sailor threatened that 
they sliould soon be masters of Constantinople, 
and slew the Greek who resented this national 


affront ; and an armed vessel, after refusing to 
salute the palace, was guilty of some acts of 
piracy in the Black sea. Tlieir countrymen 
threatened to support their cause ; but the long 
and open village of Galata was instantly surround- 
ed by the imperial troops ; till, in the moment of 
the assault, the prostrate Genoese implored the 
elemency of their sovereign. The defenceless 
situation w hich secured their obedience, exposed 
them to the attack of their Venetian rivals, who, 
in the reign of the elder Andronirus. presumed 
to violate the majesty of the tlirone. On the ap- 
proach of their fleets, tlr- (.tnocse, with their 
families and effects, retired into the city ; their 
empty habitations were reduced to ashes ; and 
the feeble prince, wiio badv'iewed the destruction 
of his suburb, expressed his resentment, not by 

c (• [ 
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CHAP, arms, but by ambassadors. This niisf 
.^.^.l!i.Jio\vever, was advantageous to theGenof 
obtained, and imperceptibly abused, the 
ous licence of surrounding Galata with 
wall ; of introducing into the ditch the . 
the sea ; of erecting lofty turrets ; and o 
ing a train of military engines on the. 

The narrow bounds in which they had 
cumscribed, were insufficient for t’’ 
colony ; eacii day they acquired some 
lauded property ; and the adjacent 

with their villas and castles, which they 
‘ jdiB^Biljpliiflg^^ted by new fortifications.* The 
navigation and trSdfe of Euxine w as the patri- 

mony of tile Greek emperors, who commanded 
the narrow entrance, the gates, as it were, of 
that inland sea. In the reign of 31iehael Palaeo- 
logus, their prerogative was acknowledged by 
the sultan of Egypt, who solicited and obtained 
the liberty of sending an annual ship for the pur- 
chase of slaves in Circassia and the Lesser Tartury; 
a liberty pregnant with mischief to the Christian 
cause ; since these youths were transformed by 
education and discipline into the formidable Ma- 
malukes.^ Erom tlie colony of Pera, the Ge- 

* The establibhmetit and progress of the Genoese at Pera, or Ga- 
lata, is described by Ducangc (C. P. Christiana, 1. i, p. 68, 69) from 
the Byzantine historians, Pa(hymer(l. ii, c. 35,1. v, 10, 30,1. 1^* 

I. xii, 6, 9), Nicephorus Gregoras (1- v, c- 4, 1. vi, c. 11, 1. 
xi, c. 1, 1. XV, c. 1, 6), and Cantacuzene '1. i, c. 12, 1. ii, c. 29, &c.)* 
^ Both Pachymer (I. iii, c, 3, 4, o; and Nic. Gregoras (1- iv, c. 7), 
understand and deplore the effects of this dangerous indulgence. Bi- 
bars, sultan of Egypt, himself a Tartar, but a devout mussulnaan, 

obtained 
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,^Voese engaged with superior advantage in the chap. 
^ ^igra tive trade of the Black sea; and their in- 

suppMiedbthe Greeks with j fish and corn ; Their trad* 
tw»irti<^|e8 food almost equally important to 
sup^^tious people. The spontaneous bounty of 
nature appears to have bestowed the harvests of 
the Ukraine, the produce of a rude and sav^e 
husbandry ; and the endless exportation of salt 
fish and caviar is annually renewed by the enor- 
mous sturgeons that are caught at the mouth of the 
Don or Tanais, in their last station of the rich 
mud and shallow water of the Majotis.^ The 
waters of the Oxus, the Caspian, the Volga, and 
the Don, opened a rare and laborious passage for 
t'ac gems and spices of India ; and, after three 
months march, the caravans of Carizme met the 
Italian vessels in the harbours of Crimaja * These 
various branches of trade were monopolised by 
the diligence and power of the Genoese. Their 
rivals of Venice and Pisa were forcibly expelled ; 
the natives were awed by the castles and cities, 
which arose on the foundations of their lumible 
factories ; and their principal establishment of 


cbtaiitcd Trom the children of Zingis the (^rmissjon to build a state* 
}y m(>->ch in the capital of Crimea (de Guignes, Hist, des Huns» 
tom. iii, p. Ii43). 

* Chardin (Voyages cn Perse, tom. i, p. 48) was assured at CalTa, 
that these fishes were sometimes twenty. four or twenty ‘six feet long, 
weighed eight or nine hundred poUnd>, and yielded three or four 
quintals of caviar. The corn of the Bosphorus had supplied the 
Athenians in the time of Demosthenes. 

* De Gnlgnes, Hist, des Huns, tom. iii, p. 343,' 344. Viaggi di 
Kamusio, tom. i, fol. 400. But this land or water carriage could only 
be practicable when Tartary was united under a wise and powerful 
inunarch. 
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Caffa** was besieged without effect by tli 
powers. Destitute of a navy, the Gre 
oppressed by these haughty merchants^^ 
or famished Constantinople, according 
interest. They proceeded to usurp the cusjftnns, 
the fishery, and even the toll, of the Bosphorus ; 
and while they derived from these objects a 
revenue o^ two hundred thousand pieces of gold, 
a remnant of thirty thousand was reluctantly 
allowed to the emperor.' The colony of Pera or 
Galata acted, in peace and war, as an independ- 
ent state ; and, as it will happen in distant set- 
fleatene%i.4faje Genoese podesta too often forgot , 
that he was the s^Tvaat of his own masters. 

These usurpations were encouraged by the 
weakness of the elder Andronicus, and by the 
civil wars that afflicted his age and the minority 
X. B. 1348 . of liis grandson. The talents of Cantacuzene 
were employed to the ruin, rather than the re- 
storation of the empire ; and after his domestic 
victory, he was condemned to an ignonankwis 
trial, whether the Greeks, or the Genoese should 
reign in Constantinople. The merchants of Pera 
were ofl'ended by his refusal of some contiguous 
l.ands, soint' commanding heights, which they 
proposed to cover with new fortifications ; and in 
the absence of the emperor, who was detained at 
Deniotica by sickness, they ventured to brave the 


Their n-ar 
with th« 
emperor 
Cantacu- 
wne* 


** Nic. Gregoras (1. xiii, c. 12) is judicious and well informed W* 
the trade and colonies of the Black ssea- Chardin describes the pre- 
sent ruins of Caifa, where, in forty days, he saw above 400 sail 
ployed in the corn and fish trade (Voyages en PersCi tom. i* p» 

‘ See Nic. Gregoras, 1. xvii, c. 1. 
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f if a female reign. A Byzantine vessd, chap. 

d presumed to fish at the mouth of the *‘***^- 
waa.atjtiyk hy these audacious strangers ; 
jsietf urere murdered. Instead of suing 
n, the Genoese demanded satisfaction ; 
in an haughty strain, that , the Greeks 
should renounce the exercise of navigation ;’and 
encountered with regular arms the first sallies of 
the popular indignation. They instantly occupied 
the debateable land ; and by the labour of a whole 
people, of either sex and of every age, the wall 
was raised, and the ditch was sunk, with incre- 
dible speed. At the same time, they attacked and 
burnt two Byzantine gallics ; while the three 
others, the remainder of the imperial navy, es- 
caped from their hands : the habitations without 
the gates, or along the shore, were pillaged and 
destroyed ; and the care of the regent, of the 
empress Irene, was confined to the presentation 
of the city. The return of Cantacuzene dispelled 
the public consternation ; the emperor inclined 
to peaceful counsels ; but he yielded to the ob- 
stinacy of his enemies, who rejected all reasonable 
terms, and to the ardour of his subjects, who 
threatened, in the style of scripture, to break 
them in pieces like a potter’s vessel. Yet they 
reluctantly paid the taxes, that he imposed for 
the construction of ships, and the expences of 
the war; and as the two nations were masters, 
the one of the land, the other of tlie sea, Con- 
stantinople and Pera were pressed by the evils of 
a mutual siege. The merchants of the coIOiiy, 
who had lielieved that a few' days would terminate 
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CHAP, the war, already murmured at their lo, 
succours from their mother-country wer 
by the factions of Genoa ; and the mos* 
embraced the opportunity of a Rhodi; 
remove their families and effects from 

tionorhis In the spring, the Byzantine 

fleet, ^ seven gallie^ and a train of smaller vessels, issued 
* ”■ ’ ■ from the mouth of the harbour, and steered in a 

single line along the shore of Pera ; unskilfully ■( 
presenting their sides to the beaks of the adverse 
squadron. The crev/s were composed of peasants 
and mechanics; nor w^as their ignorance com- 
native courage of barbarians: 
the wind w as stitSag,, the. waves were rough ; and 
no sooner did the Greeks jierceive a distant and 
inactiv'e enemy, than they leaped headlong into 
the sea, from a doubtful, to an inevitable peril. 
The troops that marched to the attack of the 
lines of Pera were struck, at the same inomenf, 
with a similar panic; and the Genoese were 
astonished, and almost ashamed, at their double 
*<**^*>The^ triumphant vessels, crowned with 
flowers, and dragging after them the captive' 
gallics, rcjjeatcdly passed and repassed before 
the palace ; the only virtue of the emperor was 
patience ; and the hope of revenge his sole con- 
solation. ^ et the distress of both parties inter- 
posed a temporary agreement ; and the shame 
of the empire w^as disguised by a thin veil of 
dignity and power. Summoning the chiefs of 
the colony, Cantacuzene affected to despise the 
trivial object of the debate ; and, after a mild 
reproof, most liberally granted the lands, which 
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jd been previously resigned to the seeming;, cMap. 
tody of liis officers.'* ex«e 

the etppgj^-^s'isooQ solicited to violate vkt^^r 
* ty^jBrf.to join his arms with the 
netiailf,*; the perpetual enemies of Genoa and Venetians 
her colonies. While he compared .the reasOns-ofi. ». issa,' 
peace and war, his moderation was provoked.b^^®'*' 
a wanton insult of the inhabitants of Pera, who 
discharged from their rampart a large stone that 
fell in the midst of Constantinople. On his just 
complaint,. tb<^ bi^ed the imprudence 

of their engineer; but the next day the insult 
was repeated, and they exulted in a second proof 
that the royal city w as not b< yond the reach of 
their artillery. ( ajit.Tc uzcne instantly signed his' 
treaty with the Venetians ; but the weight of the 
Roman enipu'e Avas scarcely felt in the balance 
of these opulent and powerful republics.® From 
the straits of Gil)raltar to the mouth of the 
Tanais, their fleets encountered each other with 
various success ; and a memorable battle was 
fought in the narrow sea, tinder th.e v. alls of 
Constantinople. It would not be an easy task 
to reconcile the accounts of the Greeks, the, 
Venetians, and the Genoese;' and while I de- 


The events of this war are related by Cantacuzene (I. iv, c. 1 1) 
with obscurity and confusion, and by Nic. Grcgora‘=; <1. \Tii, c. 1-7) 
in a clear .'nfl hone<st narrathe. The priest was less icspun-.blc than 
the prince for the defeat of t^c fl^ct. 

* The second war is daikl) told by C.intacuzcnc (I. iv, c. IS, p. 2i, 
2a, 28-32), w ho lahes to djsgutsc' v hat he dares not deny. I regret 
thi^j part of Kic. Cugoia’, \*iuch ttiJI »n ms. at Paris. 

^ Muratori (Annali tl’ital a. tom. xii, p. I W) refers to the mo'^t 
ancient Chronicles of Venice (Carcsinus, the contuniator of Andrew 

Dandulua, 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


S98 


CHAP, pend on the narrative of an impartial 
I shall borrow from each nation the i 
redound to their own disgrace, and t 
of their foes. The Venetians, with tV 
the Catalans, bad the advantage of 
and their fleet, with the poor additi 
Byzantine gallies, amounted to se 
sail : the Genoese did not exceed s 
but, in those times, their ships of 
distinguished by the superiority of ^ __ 

and strength. The names and fatoilies of theif 
jaaval commanders, Pisani and Doria, are il* 
~ UmIiiiiiIiujiii^ jii the annals of their country; but 
the personM^HHsit ^ the former was eclipsed 
by the fame and abilities of his livail 
engaged in tempestuous weather; and the ttt* 
multuarj' conflict was continued from the dawn 
to the extinction of light. The enemies oT fbt 
Genoese applaud their prowess; the friends of flwf 
Venetians are dissatisfied with their behaviour! 
but ^ parties agree in praising the skiH' and 
4)i4di^*9P#’the€atallan6, who, with mmiywounds; 
atetaoned the bruiit of the action. On the se^ 
paration of the fleets, the event might appeitf 
doubtful ; but the thirteen Genoese gallies, th&i 
had been sunk or taken, were compensated by a 
double loss of tlie allies; of fourteen VenetiMS, 


Dandulus, tom. xii, p. 421, 422) and Genoa (George SteUa, Aitnale*' 
Genuenses, torn, xvli, p. 1091, 1092) ; both which I hare diligent^ 
consulted in his great Collections of the Historians of Italy- 

* See the Chrenicle of Matteo Villani of Florence, L ii, 
p. I45-14T, c. 74, 75, p. 166, 1ST, in Muratori’s CoUection, ««l»‘ 
xiv. 
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ten Catalans, and two Greeks ; and even the 
rief of the conquerors expressed the assurance 
abit of ffti^deeisive.vietories. Pisanicon- 
fes^l hifodlKfeht, by retiring into a fortified har- 
bou ® whence, under the pretext of the 
orde^ of the senate, he steered with « broken and 
flying squadron for the isle of Candia, and aban- 
doned to his rivals the sovereignty of the sea. In a 
public epistle,*' addressed to the doge and senate, 
Petrarch employs his eloquence to reconcile the 
maritime powers, the two luminaries of Italy. 

The orator celebrates the valour and victory of 
the Gienoese, the first of men in the exercise of 
naval war ; he drops a tear on the misfortunes 
of their Venetian brethren; but he exhorts them 
to pursue with fire and sword the base and per- 
fidious Greeks ; to purge the metropolis of the 
East from the heresy with which it was infected. 
Deserted by their friends, the Greeks were in- Their 
capable of resistance; and three months after 
battle, the emperor Cantacuzene solicited and 6. 
subscribed a treaty, which for ever banished the 
Venetians and Catalans, and granted to the Ge- 
noese a monopoly of trade, and almost a right of 
dominion. The Roman empire (I smile in tran- 
scribing the name) might soon have sunk into a 
province of Genoa, if the ambition of the repub- 


** The abb^ de Sade (Memoires sur ia Vic de Petrarque^ tom, iii, 
p. 257-263) translates this letter, which he had copied Dom a mi. 
in the king of France’s library. Though a servant of the duke of 
Milan,^ Petrarch pours forth his astonishment and grief at the defeat 
and despair of the Genoese in the following year (p, 323-33'?>. 
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CHAP, lie had not been checked by the ruin of h„ 
naval power. A lonff contest, 
hundred and thirty years was determine 
triumph of Venice ; and the factions of 
noese compelled them to seek for domesti 
under the protection of a foreign lord, tl 
of Milan, or the French king. Yet the s 
commerce survived that of conquest; and 
lony of Pera still awed the capital and na 
the EuXine, till it was involved by the Turks 
the final servitude of Constantinople itself. 


0je EMPIBE. 


m- 


- CHAP. 


' Vf 


Conquests of Hingis Khan and the Moguls from ChSki 
to Poland. — Escape of Constantinople and the 
Greeks.— ‘Origin of the Ottomatr 'Turki 
— Reigns and victories of -Othman, Orchan, Anttt- 
rath the first, and Bqjezet the first. — Foundation and 
progress of the Turkish monarch y in Asia and Eu- 
rope', — Danger of Cointaniinople and the -Orid: 
empire. . • ' ' 


From the petty quarrels of a city and her chap. 
suburbs, from the cowardice and discord of 
falling Greeks, I shall now ascend to the vic- 
torious Titfks ; whose domestic slavery was en- 
nobled by martial discipline, religious enthusiasm, 
and the energy of the national character. The 
rise andhfit^fress of the Ottomans, the present 
sorereigni of Constantinc^le, are connected with 
the most important scenes of modem history ; 
but they btc founded on a previous knowledge 
of the great eruption of the Moguls and Tar- 
tars ; whose rapid conquests may be compared 
with the primitive convulsions of nature, which 
have agitated and altered the surface of the 
^obe. I have long since asserted my claim to 
introduce the nations, the immediate or re- 

VOL. XI. B d 
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CHAP. mote authors of the fall of the Roman ei 
nor can I refuse myself to -those even! 
from their uncommon magnitude, 
a philosophic mind in the history of bloi 
Zingis From the spacious highlands between 
Siberia, and the Caspian sea, the tide of 
the Moguls gration and war has repeatedly been poured, 
tare. These ancient seats of the Huns and Turks were 
occupied in the twelfth century by many pastoral 
tribes of the same descent and similar manners, 
wjuch were miited and led to conquest by the 
^e^^lingis. Jn this ascent to greatness. 





Temugin 


i, private appellation was 
-on ..the necks his^ 
equals. His birth was noble t tmtrit W:8i^..th% 
pride of victory, that the prince or people df*i 
duced his seventh ancestor from the immaculatf^. 
conception of a virgin. His father had reifi 
over thirteen hordes, which composed about 1 
or forty thousand families : above two-third^ ] 
fw^.to pay tithes or obedience to his infapf ' 
and.3-t th^^e^.of, t^|een, Temugin 

i-his r^^hious subjects, 'fte futurcr 



conqueror of Asia was obliged to fly andio obey ii 
but he rose superior to his fortune, and in his 
fortieth year he had established his fame and do- 
minion over the circumjacent tribes. In a state 
of society, in which policy is rude and valwr is 


• The reader is invited to review the chapters of the Swnrth and 
ewth volumes ; the manners of pastond nations, the con^pasts ot At* > 
tile and the Huns, which were composed at a tin^e.when I entMP 
tattled the wish, rather than the hope, of eemdodii^ Bi; hiAoty. ^ " 
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' uairersal, the ascendant of one man initst be chap. 
^founded on he power and resolution to punish 

: his enemira aiHtx^nqyetaee bis frienib. His first **’***~*‘ 

miRi^y jgit^ipie was ratified by the simple rites 
of saj^i^ing an horse and tasting of • ritfining 
str^^ : Tennig^ pledged himself 'tblMnile itith 
his fdtoWers the sweets and the hitters of liRI; 
and when he bad' shared among them his horses 
and apparel, be was rich in their gratiti^ and 
his own hopes. After his first victory he pha^ 
seventy cbaldrEms on the fire, and seventy of the 
most guilty rd>els were cast headlong into the 
boiling water. The sphere of his attraction was 
cOntlainlly enlarged by the ruin of the proud 
and the submission of thej;)nideiit; and the berid- 
est cbieftaiM treble, when they beheld, 
enchased in silver, the skuH of the fchan of the 
Keraites who, under the name of Prester John, 
had corresponded with the Roman pontiff and 
the princes of Europe. The ambition of Te- 
mugin condescended to employ the arts of SU'> 
perstition ; and it was from a naked prophet, 
who ascend to heaven on a white horse, 
that he itfe^pted the title of Zu^iR,* tlm most 

* The khans of the lA^tes were ihott' IneapaMe of reatl | 

ing the pompous epistles composed in thdr More bjr the oeMorhm 
infssionarin, who endowed them with the fabulouv wonders of on In'- 
dian kingdmn. Perhaps these Tartars (the presbyter or priest John> 
bad submitted to the rites of baptism and ordination (Assemann. Rib. 

Bot. Orient, tom. iil, p. ii, p. iSTSOSf. 

* Since the hister; and tragedy of Voltaire, Gtngh, at least in 
French, aeems to be more fashionable spelling ; but Alndgfaaxi Khan 
mittktune known the true name of his ancestor. His etymology 
i^petrs^alt: l&t, in the Mogul tongue, signilles grear,,and git is the 
superlatiTc tonnination (Hist. Genealogique dea Tatars, part iii, p. 

194 , 
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CHAP, great; and a divine right to the 
dominion of the emth. In a gene 





or ‘£et, he was seated on a felt, 
lohg afterwards revered as. a relic, am 
IHTOclaimed great khan, or emperor of 
guls-* and Tartars.* Of these kindred, 
rival names, the former had given birth to the 
imperial race ; and the latter has been extended 
bj accident or error over the spacions wilderness 
of the north. 

His lavrs.' - The code of laws which Zingis dictated to 
%|a-jwitijiecta was adapted to the preservation pf 
- of foreign hosti* 

«^ideatt.was in^M 

the crimes of adidteiyiilrtffid^^^^B^jl^Jiftd th| 
capital thefts of an horse or ox ; and the fierc^ 
of men were mild and just in their intercoift^ 
with each other. The future election of 
• great khan was vested in the princes of bis lai^t 
,'>,a^fethe heads of the tribes ; and the regulatSWs 
•df, fte chace were essentia! to the pleasu^fe«»d 
.jpfiasTiWtar _oapp... - The victa^^P _ 
servile labours, which 


194, 195). From tly* same idea of magi4tude, the 
Zitigis is bestowed on the ocean* 

* The name of Moguls has prevailed among the Oriental 
adheres to the titular sovereign, the great mogul of Hindostan.^ . 

• The .Tartar»<(more properly Tatars) were descended fro»Ta*tf 
Khan the brother Mogul Khan <See Abulghazi, part i andfi^ 
once formed a hwde of 70,000 families on the bord«s of KiU/ 
(p, 103-112). In the great invasion of Europe (a. d. 1239), tb^ 
seem to have, led the vanguard ; and the similitude of the nMoe of 
Tortara* recommended that of Tartars, to the ]UatiM 
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'i! 

were abandoned to slaves and strangers ; and chat. 
every labour sea^;^;«ccept the profession of 
arms. T^Til|!vi©e and discipline of the troops, ”””***” 
who w^^afto^ with bows, scymetarm.liiidiron 
maceieg'and divided by hiindrp<tyj ap 4 

ten thousmids, w«re the ttu^ti^dM>of a veti«w: 
emnmander. , Each officer and soldier was ma4e 
responsible, under pain of death, for the safety 
and honour of his companions; aad thn.^irit of 
conquest breathed in the lair,'ibat peaoe should 
never be granted unless vanquished and sup* 
pliant enemy. But it is the religion of Zingis 
that best deserves our wonder and applause. The 
catholic inquisitors of Europq,, who^defended 
nonsense by crueltj;«jjni§hHtnve been confounded 
by the exmxml# of a barbarimn Hhp anticipated 
the lessons of philosophy,' and established bybis 
laws a system of pure theism and perfect tolera- 
tion, His first and only article of faith was the 
existence of one Glod, the author of all good ; 
who fills by his presence the heavens and the earth, 
which he has created by his power. The Tartars 
and averted to the idols of their 

peculiar ^flies ;^'ana ihahy pf than bad been 
converted by the foreign missionaries to the 
ligions of Moses, of Mahomet, and of Christ. 

These various systems, in freedom and concord, 
were taught and practised within the precincts of 


' A dollar conforrait; may be found between the religious laws 
•f Zingis Khan and of Mr. Locke (Constitutions of Carolina, in his 
works, yol. ir, p. S35, 4to edition, 1777). 
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CHAP, the s»Bie camp; and the Bcmze, the Iman, the 
RablH, the Nestorian and the Latin priest, 
jt^ed the same honourable exemption from ser- 
vice and tribute : m the moscfa of Bochara, the 
insolent victor might trample the koran under Ms 
horse’s feet, but the calm legislator respect^ the 
prophets and pontiffs of the most.hostile sects. 
The reason of Zii^s was not informed by books; 
the khan could neither read nor write; 


except the tribe of the Igours, the greatest part 
and 'J^pi^rs were as illiterate as 
memory of their exploits 
was pregcyffFWiiiiL |g iiStk>H; ^bcty-eight years after 
the death of cot- 

lected and transcribed f the brevity oT thlfr do- 
mestic annals may be supplied by the Chinea&'f. 



f In the year 1294>, by the command of Cazan, khan of Persbf ^ 
Jeurth ln d«Keiit from Zingig. From these traditions, hio visir'lNi^ 
a Mogul history in the Persian language, hav 

uiiM ^ Petit de la Croix (Hist, de GenghizcaOi ^ 

(i Ley**.- '* 

rnunerK iir-adi^'" bom tk« 
na. of Abalgasi Bahadur Khan, a descendant of Zing^ who 
reigned over the Csbccks of Charaism, or Carizme {a. n. 1644-166^ 
He is of most value and credit for the names, pedigrees, and manneni 
of his nation. Of his nine parts, the first desoends from 4d*m 
Mogul Khan ; the second, from Mogul to Zingis ; the third is the 
life of Zingis i- the fourth, filth, sixth, and seventh, the general Ms- 
Wry af hia fous sons and their posterity ; the eighth and nfalS^ the 
She nartieular biatory of the descendants of Sheihani Kb«4 
reigned in Maurenahar and Cbarasm. * 

^ Histoire de Gentcbiscan, et de toute la Dinastie des Mongous scs 
Snccesscurs, Conquerans de la Chine { tirie de I’Histoire de la Chine. 

le R. P. Gauhil, de la Societfi de Xesu^ MtsMonaire a ^ 
Phrts, 1739, in 4to, Thla trenalation is stamped with Hie Chisess 
character of domestic accuracy and forelgQ ignorance. 
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PersiaB^‘ i^Jtnenians,* SjncihAs*' Arat»aiis>* 
Greeks,® ^pgsiups^* Huagarians,^ and 

* ^ Grand Genghizcan, premier Emperenr das 

MogDl*,«^&ftsres, par M. Petite de^ la Cmijc, 1710, in 

12i^i * worit af tel years labour, cWefly dr^t^Wh «ie Persian 
writers, mqong whinn Nissri, the seciefft^ Gi^ahddipi, faj*? 

the merit apd prejudices of a eontenpon^. A«ight air of rpihaip* 
latte tuOt of the originals, or the compiler. See likewise tW «r- 
ttcies of Gengktscan, Afokamme4t GtUdeddin^ &c. in the Bibhotbeque 
Orientale of d’Herbelot. 

^ Haithonus, or Aithonus, an Armenian prince, and afterwards a 
namk of Pranontrd (Fabric. BibUtet latt Riadii iivi, tom. », p. 34), 
.dictated intl^ French taogiiaga bi^Jbpokjide Tartari,, his old fellow,, 
soldiers. It was immediately trantttted into Latin, and is inserted in 
tte Novus OrbiS of Simon Grynseus (Basil, 1555, in folio). 

■ * ^ipgia Shan, and his first successors, occupy the conclusion of 
the ninth dynasty of Abulpharagius (vers. Pocock, Pxoa. I(id3> in 
4lo) ; and his tenth dynasty is that of the Mi«tds rf Persia. 
inanus (Bibliot. Origpt, ^eenajiHldfcxtrlteed some ^ts from his 
Sjtinc wrislngg, and the lives of the nj^hrians, or primates 

of the Rost. 

“ Among the Arabians, in language and religion, we n^ distin- 
guish Abulfeda. sultan of Hamah in Syria, who fought in person un- 
der the Mamaluke standard against the Moguls^ 

■ Nieephoras Gregoias (1. ii, c. 5, 6) has felt the necessity of con- 
nccting'the Scythian and Byzantine histories. He describes with 
truth and elegance the settlement and manners of the Moguls of Per- 
sia, but he is ignorant of their origin, and corrupts the names of 
Zingis and his sons. 

* ^f^re dneribed the con- 

quest of Hussiia by the Trntan, ftot» tUfUtiitA lOete. and the 

old chronicles. ' 


r For Poland^ I am content with the Sannatia Asiatica et ®'uro- 
pea of Matthew a Michou, or de Micbovia, a canon and physician of 
Cracow (a. o. 1506) inserted in the Novus OrUs of Grynaeus. Fabric. 
Bibliot. Latin, mediae et infimae £tatis, tom. v, p. 56. 


s I should quote Thuroezius, the oldest general historian (pars 11, 
c- 74, p. 150), in the first volume of the Scriptores Berum Hungari- 
ea ru nt, did not the same volume contain the original narrative of a con. 
tanqgoraiy, an eye witness, and a sufferer (M. Rogerii, Hungari, Va- 
fadteads CapituU Canonici, Carmen miserabiie, sen Hisioria super 
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Latins/ fmd each natidn will deserve credit 
in the. relation of their own disasters and de- 
feats.’ 

cS’™°^ arms of Zingis and his lieutenants suc- 

i-D. i 2 i<^ cessively reduced the* hordes of the desert, who 
’ pitched their tents between the wall of China and 
the Volga; and the Mogul emperor became the 
monarch of the pastoral world, the lord of many 
mUlions of shepherds and soldiers, who felt their 
united strength, and were impatient to rush on 
the fidM|htd Wealthy crates of the south. His 
Imc» the,vnhutaries of the Chinese 
cm|SiWlhi1tiiai ML^W agiB himself had been dis- 
graced In a t i .I’he 
court of IVkiii was a.'tonishctf ny 'CTfd^sy 
from its former vassal, who, in the tone of th<^ 
king of nations, exacted the tribute and obe- , 


Destfuctioiie Rcgti} Hun^rise, Temporibus Bels iv, Regis pw 

29&-^t) ; the best picture that I have ever eoeiv^^ ' 
.A.— ^ ^anees of a barbaric invasion. 

^ authentic 

eeal aHa^cuiiusity, the court of the^^eat 
than, in the thirteenth century nas vis.ited by two friars, Johnde 
Plano Carpini, and William Rubruquis, and by Marco Polo, a Venetian 
gentleman. The Latin relations of the two former are inserted inti# 
first volume of Hackluyt ; the ftalian original or version of the thW 
(Fabric. Bibliot. Latin, medii lEvi, tom. ii, p. 198, tom. v, p. 8S) may 

be fewmd- in the second tome of Ramusio. 


• In his great hittory of the Huns, M. de Guignes has mostly 
treated of Zingis Khan and hia successora. See tom. Hi, 1. I’i-Jur, 
and in the collateral article, of the .Seljukians of Rouw, tmn H, h si. 
ttie Carlamians, 1. xiv, and the Mamalukes, tom. iv, 1. tti .• consuK 
]ikewae the tables of the first volume, life » ever teamed and ac- 


curate ; yet I am only indebted to him for a general view, and aottae 
passagra rf. Abuheda, which are atill latent in the Atabic tea. 
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diience which he had paid, and’who affected' chap. 
treat the son of h&axs6SHS‘the most contemptibl e 
of mankind. yyrliSig’hty answer dis^ised their 
secret ^^dhensions ; and their fears were soon 
justM^'hy the march of innumeraUesqitffiirons, 
who pierced -on all sides t^e ’iiSaebfe i^pmt 
of the great wall. ‘ Ninety^ckies were stormed , 
or starved, by the Moguls ; ten only escaped j 
and Zingis, from a knowledge of the filial fud^y 
of the Chinese, covered bu-vai^^ilard with their 
ca^kire parents;;: an^^nnwtBtby, and by degrees a 
fruitless, abuse of the virtue of his enemies. His 
invasion was supported by the revolt of an hun- 
dred thousand Khitans, who guarded the 
tier: yet he listened |a<a«hrdafy ; and a princes 
ofr-ChSn^* /three tfaonsandtiiorses, five hundred 
youths, and as many virgins, and a tnbate:/wf 
gold and silk, were the price of his retreat.^^^'In 
his second expedition, he compelled the Chinese 
emperor to retire beyond the Yellow river to a 
more southern residence. The siege of Pekin*’ 
was long and laborious : the inhabitants were re- 
dnoad iiy f ^-deehnatn-and deyour their 
fellow citizens r "^-wlite $ anunaidtkrar.'W^ 
spent, they discharged ingots of gold ahd rihrer 
from their engines : but the Moguls introduced 
a mine to the centre of the capital ; and the con- 
flagration of the palace burnt above thirty days. 

* More properly Ven^kingt an ancient city, wbme niias htill ap* 
pear some furlongs to the south-east of the modem Pekuh which was 
buOt hy f hihlai Khan (Gabel, p. 146). Pe-king and Nan-king are 
vagufe titles, the courts of the north and of the south. ^The identity 
and change of names perplex the most skillfol readers of the Chines# 
geography (p. IW), 
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CHAP. China was desolated by Tartar war and dor 
/ me^c faction ; and the five northern province 
w«re added to ttie empire of Zingis. 

Of c^. Jn the west, he touched the dominidos of Mo* 

Kixiana, bammed, sultan of Caiizme, who reigned fnm 
Persian gulf to the borders of India ai!^ 
Turkestan ; mid who, in the proud imitatiim 
of Alexander the gPeat, forgot the. servitude and 
ingratitttde of his fathers to the house of l^lj^, 
It was the wish of Zingis to establish a friea^ 
sadeonCmercial intercourse with the most power- 
^fWl^'^hililoidemiHdQces ; nor could he be tempt* 

the caliph of Bag* 
dad, who sacrmSaN^- h^^lie^^ wrongs the 
safety of the church and statif ^ 

human deed provoked and justified the Tarflr 
arms in the invasion of the southern Asia. -^A 
caravan of three ambassadors and one hundred 
and fifty ma'cbants w^ arrested and murdbced 
fd. Otw, by the command of Mohammed j ifiw 
wnt ll^till after a-demand and denial 

i three OB a 

Sot the Mogul emperor appealed to 
the judgment of God and his swtnd. Our 1^ 
ropean battles, says a phUosf^^k writer,%«re 
petty.^irmi8hes, if compared to fhe numb^tbnt 
ba^ Ibu^ and fallen in ihs fielfb^ of A«u 
Sev(m hundred thoosand Moguls and Tartatfare 
said to have marched under thestandard rfZingis 
Md his four sons. In the vast p lain* extmid 

'* ^ *** Voltaire, Sssai ear THistdre Geaende, t«Q. 0i, c. 

P* S. Hie account of Zii^e sad tSe Mc^^nls ceataias, aailSQI^t BBIft 
cw«nl waM ud tnitb, wiW fOBc particular covn. 
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to the north of the Sihon or iKsartes, they ir<?re chap, 
encountered by foiip lu^red thousBod soMiers o f 
the sulta^ Bihdih'the first battle, which was si». 
pendedi^t the night, one hundred andsxfy thou- 
sand ^6arizniiians were slain. Moh^nsaed was 
wtobisbed by the midtitodeJiadh vidoup of4iis 
eaeasies : he withdrew fitda'tbe scene of ddogor* 
and distributed his troops in the frontier towns; 
trusting that the barbarians, invincible in the 
field, would be repulsed by the length ai^idiffi- 
e^y of so nuui^ regular sieges. But the pru- 
dence of Zingis had f(mned a body of Chinese 
enginei^s, skilled in the mechanic arts, informed 
perhaps of the secret of gunpowder^ andcapdale^ 
under his disciplinjejt^iQfjBStaddng 4 foreign eotus- 
try With more ▼igour and -success than they had 
defended their own. The Fersudr historiayBJriU 
relate the aeges and redaction of Otrar, ^!(^|iuie, 
Bochara, Samarcand, Carizme, Herat, Merou, 
Nisabour, Batch, and Condidiar *, and the con- 
quest of the rich and populous countries of 
TVansoxiana, Carizme, and Chorasan. The de- 
stmcthw boatihea of - AUiLl and the Huns have 
long since been eltwidaidd 'hjy'timr’WEiBaqple td 
Zingis and the Moguls ; and in this anwe piufier 
place I shall be content to observe that, firoin 
the Caspian to the Indus, they ruined a tract of 
many hundred miles, which was adorned with 
the habitations and labours of mankind, and that 
fi^re centuries have not been sufficient to repair the 
i wag e s of four years. The M(^l emperor en- 
couraged m indulged the fury of his troops ; ^ 
hope (d future possession was lost in the ardom of 
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rapine slaughter and the cause of the war 
exa^eratedtheirnative fierceness by the pretence 
(tfijiffitice and revenge. The downfall and death 
of the sultan Me^ammed, who expired unpitted 
and alone, in a detert Mand of the Caspian sea» 
is a poor atonement for the calamities of which he 
was the author. Could the Carizmian empire have 
been saved by a single hero, it would have been 
saved his son CeUteddin, whose active valoia 
re]|)eatedly checked the Mo^ls inihe career W 
5 Retreating, as he fonghti to the lafiks 
oppressed by their innume- 
nuona^ht of despmr,. 
Gelaleddin spurRlili^ill^boi^^il^ 
swam one of the broadest and'S^^f^P&^iriders 
of Asia, and extorted the admiration and applausll 
of Zingis himself. It was in this camp that 
Mogul cpnqueror yielded with reluctance to 
pumnuK of his weaiy and wealthy troops, w!te' 
'for the enjoyment of their native 
loSlHAbared ,with the spoils of Asia, be^j 

betrayedj 

ie'^’^iiquished, and declared 
his intention of rebuilding the cities which ted 
been swept away by the tempest of Ws aroiii 
After he had repaSsed the Oxus and Jaxartes, He 
WMfcjteied.hy tivq generals, whom he had dttJ 
taCbed wi^4turty thousand horse,' to subditeAe 
western provinces of Persia. They had tramj^ 
oifc the nations which opposed their pasn^y P^ 
nitrated through the gates of Derb^i travsa^ei, 
the "To^a and the des«t, and accdmpteh^ the 
circuit of the Caspian . sea, 1^ an ex^dit^ 
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which had ngver been attempfee^and has aefRE chap. 
been repealed, of was sigi 

nalized ^ ^-of the rebellious or 

indepep|^4^doms of Tartary; and^he died His ae«a, 
intj^Ah^of years and glory, last*' 

biphth exhorting and,.instnKti| 9 ^.Jh^'iei^ 
achieve the conquest <rf tte Chinese einjHre# ^-, 

The haram of Zingis was composed of five Conquests 
hundred wives and concubines ; and of his 
merous progeny, four sons, ^htsioous by thejr**'® *““»* 
birth and mepit, ei^^rcised under their father thezi"g?s, 
principal’offices of peace and war. Toushi wasjgg,;***^" 
his .great huntsman, Zagatai^ his judge, Octal 
his, minister, and Tuli his general ; and.^j^ieip 


names and actions are ofhgnr.coaspuniotw in^the 
history of hie coMqttgsGTj^ly united for their 
own and the publk: interest, the three* brothers 
and their families were cont^t with d^ieodent 
sceptres; and Octai, by general consent, was 
proclaimed great khan, or emperor of the Mo- 
guls and Tartars. He was succeeded by his son 
Gayuk, after wliose death the empire devolved 
M?J“gP-H and Cuh^ai, the sons of 
Mi. and ^grapd^q? 

eight years of his four, first, succesaors,! thg iy|qg^ 
subdued almost all Asia, and a . large portion, of 
Europe. Without confining myself to the order 
of time, without expatiating on the detail of 


, * Zagatai gave his name to his domioions of Maurenahar, or Tran- 
smRuib : and the Moguls of Hindeatan, who emigtatad QaxB-that coun. 
llV»®*<ql«»IZagatai3 by the Persians. This certain etymology, and 
tliqMwilarrMfinple of Uzbek, Nogai, &c. may warn us not absolute- 
ly to nject tte derivations of a national fejci a personal name. . 
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eSAP. events, I shall present a general picture of the 
progre» of their arms ; i. In the east ; ii. In the 
south; m. In the west ; and, iv. In the north, 
or the nor. r. Before the invasion of Zingis, China was 
fin of Chi-dfPided into two emphcs M* dynasties of the north 
Va. 1234. souths and the difference of origin and 
interest was smoothed by a general conformity 
of laws, language, and national manners. The 
northern empire, which had been dismembered 
by Zingis, was finally snbdued seven years tdlor 
his dea^. After the loss of Pekin, the empofor , 
dllldl^bccitTfis residence at Kaifong, a city many 


ETi and which crmtained^ 
according to -fourteen hum^ 

dred thousand families of 
lives. He escaped from thence with only severf 
horsemen, and made his last stand in a third • 
capital, till at length the hopeless monarch, pti^ ' 
testing his innocence and accusing bis fortu^ " 
asoendOd a fnneral pile, and gave orders, 
WsoMi as he had stabbed himself, the fire i 
fts hj( lll|| t!.|:d^ The 

* ' ancient sovarigns of 

the whole empire, survived about forty-five year! 
the fall of the northern usurpers ; and the perfect 
conquest was reserved for the arras of Cubfid. 
Ouiii^ this mterral, the M(^is were 





* In Marco P<do, and the Oriental geogrnphers, the names <rf (^thiy 
«nd Mangi dntiggatsb the norritetn and aouthern es^tet, which, 
fiwm a. 11. Its* to 1S79, were these of Uie great tibm of thw 
ClAMeo. TlieacarchofCBtha7,all«FCUM iuidbeM‘SM04«t*iMe 
•nd Miried oor navigaton of the cdtflBT'r ta tiMi* dtWi^lP 

ta dinoser tte rtesark. 
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diverted by fore^n wars ; and, if the Chinese 3el> chap. 
dom dared tameet their victors in the field, their 
passive coii|B|pBf8cseiHcd an endless suocessicm of 
cities to .liana and of millions to slaughter. In 
the ^ttndc and defence of places, the eaghies of , 
antiquity and the Greek fire were alternately / 
employed : the use of gunpowder in cannon and 
bombs appears as a familiar practice ;* and the 
sieges were conducted by the Mahometans and 
Franks, who had been liberally invited into the 
service of CnblaL Alter passing the great river, 
the troops and artUlery were conveyed along a 
sm*ies of canals, till they invested the royal resi- 
dence of Hamcheu, or Quinsay, in the country 
of silk, the most delicious climated Chhia. Tte 
emperor, a defieticdess ^outh, surrendered his 
person and sceptre ; and before be was sent in 
exile into Tartary, he struck nine times thegronnd 
with his forehead, to adore in prayer or thanks- 
giving the mercy of the great khan. Yet the war or the 
(it was now styled a rebellion) was still maintained 
in the southern provinces from Hamcheu to Can- 
ton ; and the,.olytinate remnant of independence 

• ' . ' • • ' V.. 

* I depend on the knowledge and SdfcUty of the ^ere OenKI, who* 
translates the Chinese text of the annals of the Moguls or VMn ^ > 

Tl, 93, t but I am ^norant at what tkne these annals were c<8>. 
posed and published. The two uncles of Marco Polo, who served as 
cn^neers at the of Siengiangfou (L U, c. 61, in Kaniu«o, tom. 
ii. See Gaubil. p. 165, 157), mutt have felt and related the eActs of 
'this destructive powAr, aid their aiienec is a wdgfatr, mid hhanat d*. 
eiaive, otgection. I entertain a su^cion that the recent ditoovcir wna 
eanied fhan Europe to China b)' the caravans of the Sfteentfa eenturr, 
and Wmitr ad^tcd as an did national ducovery before the mrival of 
the PorUigucee and Jesuits in the sixteenth. Yet the Pere GauUl 
aSrins that the ute gf gunpowder hH been known to the Chineee 
•hove 1600 years. 
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snd ho^tUity was tran^rted from the land to the 
^ sea.^ 3®twben thefleetof the Song was surround- 
ed ^d oppressed by a superior armament, their 
last .chamjHcn leaped into the waves with his 
infant emperor in his arms. “ It is more glcffi- 
“ ous,” he cried, “ to die a prince, than to live 
“ a slave.” An hundred thousand Chinese imi- 
tated his exanaple ; and the wlnde empire, from 
, ![ronkin to the great -V/all, submitted to the do- 
minion of Cublai. His boundless ambition ;as‘ 
piin^ to the conquest of Japan-: his fleet was 



or terror of his arms. He explored the Indian 
ocean with a fleet of a thousand ships ; 

W s^ty-eight days, most probably toitte 
of Borneo, under the equinoctial lii^i^and 



Lwitnout St 

■*v Z. 

5ed that the savage king 
had escaped from their hands. 

Of Persia II. The conqucst of Indostan by the Moguls 

pirt^of reserved in a later period for the house of 

; hut that of Iran, or Persia, was a- 
chievea.,by^ Holagou Khan, the grandson o£Zin- 
gis, the brother and lieutenant of the two su«:es- 
sive emperors, Mangou and. Cublai. I shall not 
:dhumerate the crowd of sultans, emirs, -etnd ata. 
whom he tram)dcd into dost ; bat the 


or THB ROMAN IMPIRB. 

tirpation of the assassins, or Ismaelians* of Pott 
siai may be considered as a service to m ankind . 
Among' the jbilia to the South of the Caspian, 
these Qi^us sectaries had reigned with impunity 
above im hundred and sixty years- { and their 
prince, or imam, established bb lieutenapt to 
lead and govern the colony of mount Libanus, 
so famous and formidable in the history of the 
crusades.'* With the fanaticism of the koran, 
the Ismaelians had blended the Indian transmi* 
gration, and the visions of their own prophets : 
and it was their first duty to devote their souls 
and bodies in blind obedience to the vicar of 
God. The daggers of his missionaries were felt 
both in the East and .the Christians and 

the Moslems enumerate, and perhaps multiply, 
the illustrious victims that were sacrificed to the 
zeal, avarice, or resentment, of the old vMn (as 
he was corruptly styled) of the mountain. But 
these daggers, his only arms, were broken by 
the sword of Holagou, and not a vestige is left 
ofi the enemies of mankind, except the word 
assassin, 'which, in the most odious sense, has 
been adopted in the laiiguages of Europe. The 
extinction of the Abbassides cannot be indifferent 
to the spectators of their greatness and decline. 
Since the fall of their Seljukian tyrants, the 

* A.1I that can be known of the assassins of Persia and Sjria is 
poured from the copious, and even profuse, erudition of M. Falconet, 
in two memoirea r^d before the Academy of Inecriptions (tofii :kvii, 
p. 127-170), 

^ The Ismaelians of Syria, 40,000 assassins, bad acquired, or found* 
ed, ten casties in the hills above Tortoea, About the year 1220, they 
were extirpated by the Mamalukes. 
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CHAP, caliphs lukd recovered their lawful dominion of 
Bagdad and the Arabian Irak ; but thfe city was 
distracted by theological factions, and the com- 
mander of the faithful was lost in a haram of 
S€!Ven hundred concubines. The invasion of the 


Moguls he encountered with feeble arms and 
haughty embassies. “ On the divine decree,” 
said the caliph Mostasem, “ is founded the throne 
" ^of the sons of Abbas ; and their foes shall 
" surely be destroyed in this world and in the 
" next. Who is this Holagou that dares to 
i^sSnst ^em? If he be desirous of peace, 
^ WmilKha hlijjUiilji ilipiiil from the sacred terri- 
“ tory; and pd^!M^,.hn Obtain from our 
“ clemency the pardon of bte pre- 

sumption was cherished by a perfidious vizhi 
who assured his master, that, even if the bar- 
barians had entered the city, the women and 
children, from the terraces, would be sufficient 
to overwhelm them with stones. But When 


Hhl^uu touched the phantom, it instant]^ 

a siege of two^nS^^s,' 
aftd sacked by the Moguls : 


and their savage commander, pronounced the 
death of the caliph Mostasem, the last of the 


temporal successors of Mahomet ; whose noble 


kinsmen, of the race of Abbas, had reigned in 
Asia above five hundred years. Whatever might 
be the designs of the conqueror, the holy cities 
of Mecca and Medina' were protected by the 


* A^a proof of the ignorance of the Chinese in foreign transactions. 
I must ohserre. that some of their historians extend the conquests M 
Zingis himself to Medina, thecounti^ of Mahomet (GauUl, p. 
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Arabian desert; but the Mogpuls spread beyond chap. 
the Tigris, and :i5ttpbrates, {nilaged Aleppo and 
Damasci^ amltbreateftedto join the Franks in'”""'" 
the de^eiance of Jerusalemt Egypt was lost, 
hatk ahe been defended only by h^r feeble oflF- 
^Tog ; but the Mamalubes had iweatfaed in their 
infancy the keenness of a Scythian air : equal in 
valour, superior in discipline, they met the Mo- 
guls in many a well-fought field ; and drove back 
the stream of hostility to the eastward of the 
Euphrates. But it overflowed, with resistless 
violence, the kingdoms of Armenia and Anatolia, or Anato- 
of which the former w as possessed by the christ-ll‘*D. 
ians, and the latter by the Turks. The sultans**’^*' 
of Iconium opposed spnao^^istance to the Mogul 
arms, till Azzadin sought a refuge among the 
Greeks of Constantinople, and his feeble suc- 
cessors, the last of the Seljukian dynasty, were 
finally extirpated by the khans of Persia. 

■ in. No sooner hadOctai subverted the north- or Kipat, 
ern empire of China, than he resolved to visit, {.'“'and, 
with his arms, the most remote countries of the "“"gafy. 
West, Fifteen hundred thousand Moguls an' • lass- 
Tartars were inscribed' on the military «dl ; ol 
these the great khan selected a third, which he 
entrusted to the command of his nephew Baton, 
the son of Tuli, who reigned over his father’s 
conquests to the north of the Caspian sea. After 
a festival of forty days. Baton set forwards oa. 
this great expedition ; and such was the speed 
and ardour of his innumerable squadrons, that, 
in less than six years, they had measured a line 
of ninety degrees of longitude, a fourth part of 

¥02 
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LXIV. 


the circumference of the globe. The great rivet's 
of Asia and Europe, the Volga and Rama, the 
Don and Borysthenes, the Vistula and Danube, 
they either swam with their horses, or passed on 
the ice, or traversed in leathern boats, which 
followed the camp, and transported their wag- 
gons and artillery. By the first victories of 
Baton, the remains of national freedom were 
eradicated in the immense plains of Turkestan 
and Kipzak.'* In his rapid progress, he overran 
the kingdoms, as they are now styled, of Astra- 
clai-and Cazan ; and the troops which he de- 
' I^M^g^ount Caucasus explored the 
most secret rece^S^ of Gecwgia and Circassia. 
The civil discord of the great dttkes,"'wpriBces, 
of Russia, betrayed their country to the Tartars; 
They spread from Livonia to the Black sea, and 
both Moscow and Kiow, the modern and the 
ancient capitals, were reduced to ashes ; a t«a» 
poraiy ruin, less fatal than the deep, and perhaps 
indelible, mark, which a servitude of tw'o hua- 
dfed: yifean IhstE on the characteT’ttf the 

R^^i^ifs. ^heTartars ravaged, with equal fury, 
the countries which they hoped to possess, and 
those which they were hastening to leave. ‘ From 
the permanent conquest of Russia, they made a 
deadly, though transient, inroad into the heart 
of Poland, and as far as the borders of Germany. 
The cities of Lublin and Cracow were obliterated: 
they approached the shores of the Baltic ; and, 

■* The JOMit/ Kipzak, or plain of Kipzak, extends on either side of 
the Volga, in a boundless space towards the Jaik and Borysthenes, and 
is supposed to contain the primitive name and nation of the Cosacks. 
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in the battle of Lignitz, they defeated the dukes chap. 
of Silesia, the Pol^h palatines, and the great 
master, of Teutonic order, and filled nine 
sacks viith the right ears of the slain. From 
Lignitz, the extreme point of their western 
i^rch, they turned a§ide to tlie invasion of 
Hungary ; and the presence or spirit of Baton 
inspired the host of five hundred thousand men ; 
Carpathian hills could not be long impervious 
to their divided columns; and their approach 
had been fondly disbelieved till it was irresistibly 
felt. The king, Bela the fourth, assembled the 
military force of his counts and bishops ; but he 
had alienated the nation by adopting a vagrant 
horde of forty tliousai^J^nnilies of Comans ; and 
these savage guests were provoked to revolt by 
the suspicion of treachery and the murder of their 
prince. The whole countiy, north of the Danube, 
was lost in a day, and depopulated in a summer ; 
and the ruins of cities and churches were over- 
spread with the bones of the natives, who expi- 
ated the sins of tlieir Turkish ancestors. An 
ecclesiastic, who fled from the sack of Waradin, 
describes the calamities which he had seen or 
suffered ; and the sanguinary rage of sieges and 
battles is far less atrocious than the treatment 
of the fugitives, who had been allured from the 
woods under a promise of peace and pardon, 
and who were coolly slaughtered as soon as they 
had performed the labours of the harvest and 
vintage. In the winter, the Tartars passed the 
Danube on the ice, and advanced to Gran or 

E e 3 
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CHAP, Strigonium, a German colony, and the metros 
polis of the kingdom. Thirty engines were 
planted against the walls ; the ditches were 
filled with sacks of earth and dead bodies ; wd, 
after a promiscuous massacre, three hundred 
noble matrons were slain in the presence of the 
khan. Of all the cities and fortresses of Hun- 
gary, three alone survived the Tartar invasion,' 
and the unfortunate Bela hid big head among 
the islands of the Adriatic. 

The Latin world was darkened by this cloud 
of savage hostility: a Russian fugitive carried the 
wd the remote nations of the 
Baltic and theOTBwa trembkd^ at the aj^roach 
of the Tartars,' whom their feaF^HiH^*eir«Bce 
were inclined to separate from the human speciesi 
Since the invasion of the Arabs in the eighth 
century, Europe had never been exposed to a 
similar calamity; and if the disciples of MahcnA^^ 
■would have oppressed her religion and liberty, it 
might be apprehended that the shepherds-nf 
Scythia wouldeK^gttish her cities, her •fts,‘and 
all the Ih^HtHtions of civil society. The Roman 
pontiff attempted to appease and convert these 
invincible pagans by a mission of Franciscan and 
Dominican friars ; .but he was astonished by the 
reply of the khan, that the sons of God and of 

• In the year 1238, the inhabitants of Gotbia (Sweden) and Prise 
were prevented, fay their fear of the Tartars, from sending, as usual* 
their ships to the herring-fishery on the coast of England ; and as there 
no exportation, forty or fifty of these fish were sold for a shillhig 
(Matthew Paris, p, 39Q). It is whimsical enough* that the orders of 
a Mogul khan, who reigned on the borders of Chiua* should hdva 
lowered the price of herrings in the English market* 
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Zingis were invested with a divine power to sub- chap. 
due or extirpate the nations ; and that the pope 
would be^AYPlved in the universal destruction, 
unless he visited in person, and as a suppliant, 
the royal horde. The emperor Frederic the second 
embraced a more generous mode of defence; 
and his letters to the kings of France and Fin- 
land, and the princes of Germany, represented 
the common danger, and urged them to arm their 
vassals in this just and rational crusade.^ The 
Tartars themselves were awed by the fame and 
valour of the Franks : the town of Newstadt in 
Austria was bravely defended against them by 
fifty knights and twenty cros^-Lows ; and they 
raised the siege on the ajan earance of a German 
army. After wasting the adjacent kingdoms of 
Servia, Bosnia, and Bulgaria, Baton slowly re- 
treated from the Danube to the V olga, to enjoy the 
rewards of victory in the city and palace of Serai, 
which started at his command from the midst of 
the desert. 

IV. Even the poor and frozen regions of the or Siberi*. 
north attractod^Uie arms of theAloguls: Sliei-^^“’**^*’ 
bani khan, the brother of the great Batou, led 


I shall cop> hls characteristic or flattering epithets ol* the dttHn-* 
ent countries of Europe : Purens ac fervens ad arnoa Germania, stre- 
nuse miiitue genetrix et alumna Fraocia, beilictwa et audax Hispa- 
nia, virtuosa viris ct classe munita fertilis Anglia, impctuosia belia* 
toribus referta Alemannia, navalis Dacia, indomita Italia, pacis ig- 
ntra Burgundia, ir.ijuieta Apulia, cum marts Grsci, Adriatic! ct 
Tyn-heni insulis pyraticis tt in\ictis, Creti, Cypro, SicUia, cum 
oceano conterminis* insulis, et regionibus, cruenta Hybernia, cum 
agUi Wallia, pallustris Scotia, glacialU Norwegia auam elcctam mil. 
tlam suo vcxillo crucis de^tinabunt, &.c. (Matthew Paris, p. 41)3;. 
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CHAP, an horde of fifteen thousand families into the 
wilds of Siberia ; and his descendants reigned at 
Tobolskoy above three centuries, till the Russian 
conquest. • The spirit of enterprise which pun- 
sued the course of the Oby and Yenisei must have 
led to the discovery of the icy sea. After brush- 
ing away the monstrous fables, of men with dogs 
heads and cloven feet, we shall find that, fifteen' 
years after the death of Zingis, the Moguls were 
informed of the name and manners of the Sa- 
moyedes in the neighbourhood of the polar circle, 
who dwelt in subterraneous huts, and derived 
tbraMMx& 4 Xl^lbeir food from the sole occupa- 
tion of hunting!*"*-’*-,.. 

Theme- While Cliiua, Syria, and Poland,-w«i»- in- 
vaded at the same time by the Moguls and Tat- 

1259.^**^" authors of the mighty mischief were 

content with the knowledge and declaration, that 
their word was the sword of death. Like the first 
caliphs, the first successors of Zingis seldom ap- 
peared in person at the head of their victorious 
aicoaies* On the banks of the Onon andRdinga, 
the royad or golden horde exhibited the contrast 
of simplicity and greatness ; of the roasted sheep 
and mare’s milk which composed their banquets ; 
and of a distribution in one day of five hundred 
waggons of gold and silver. The ambassadors 
and princes of Europe and Asia were compelled 
to undertake this distant and laborious pilgrim- 


* See Carpin’s relation in Hackluyt* vol. i, p. 30* The pedifiree 
of the khans of Siberia is given by Abulj^asi (part viii, p» 49;5j* 

Have the Rusaiaius found no Tartar dmnicles at Tobolsk ? 
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age ; and the life and reign of the great dukes of c h a p. 
Russia, the kings of Georgia and Armenia, the 
sultans of fcoBiam, and the emirs of Persia, were 
decidedly the frown or smile of the great khan. 
The*lSOns and grandsons of Zingis had been ac- 
customed to the pastoral life ; but the village of 
Caracorum’’ was gradually ennobled by their 
election and residence. A change of manners 
is implied in the removal of Octai and Mangou 
from a tent to an house ; and their example was 
imitated by the princes of their family and the 
great officers of the empire. Instead of the 
boundless forest, the inclosiire of a park afforded 
the more indolent pleasures of the chace ; their 
new habitations were , decorated with painting 
and sculpture ; their superfluous treasures were 
cast in fountains, and basons, and statues of massy 
silver; and the artists of China and Paris vied 
with each other in the service of the great khan.‘ 
Caracorum contained two streets, the one of Chi- 
nese merchants, the other of mahometan traders ; 
and the places of religious worshij), one nesto- 
rian church, two moschs, and twelve temples of 
various idols, may represent in some degree the 
number and division of inhabitants. Yet a French 


^ The map of d^Anvilley and the Chinese Itineraries (dc Guignes, 
tom. i, part, ii, p. 57), seem to mark the position of Hohn, or ( ara- 
corum, about six hundred miles to the north-west of Pekin. The dis- 
tance between Selinginsky and Pekin is near two thousand Russian 
versts, between thnteen and fourteen hundred English miles iBeli'i 
Travels, vol. li, p. 67). 

* RulM'uquis found at Caracorum his countryman GuiUaume Bourler 
orfevTt de ParU^ who had executed for the khan a silver tree, sup- 
ported by four lions, and ejecting four diiferent liquors. Abulghazi 
(part iv, p. 336} mentions the painters of Kitay or Cbiaa. - 


1 
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CHAP, missionary declares, that the town of St. Denysj 

LXIV • • 

1 ■ near Pans, was more considerable than the Tar- 

tar capital ; and that the whole palace of Man- '' 
gou was scarcely equal to a tenth part of that 
benedictine abbey. The conquests of Russia and 
Syria might amuse the vanity of the great khans; 
but they were seated on the borders of China; 
the acquisition of that empire was the nearest 
and most interesting object ; and they might 
learn from their pastoral economy, that it is for 
the advantage of the shepherd to protect and pro- 
•sopt the Pirate his stock. I have already celebrated the 
China, wliB iWH Mi UL JW gtoe <H a mandarin, who prevented 
desolation^fxfiBe pq^ous and cultivated 
provinces. In a spotless administnrtiOB>of'.thirty 
years, this friend of his country and of mankind 
continually laboured to mitigate or suspend the 
havoc of war ; to save the monuments, and to 
rekindle the flame, of science ; to restrain the 
military, commanded by the restoration of dvil 
magistrates ; and to instil the love of peace w»d 
justice into the minds of the Moguls. He strug- 
gled with the barbarism of the first conquerors ; 
but liis salutary lessons produced a rich harvest 
in the second generation. The northern, and by 
degrees the southern, empire, acquiesced in the 
government of Cublai, the lieutenant, and after- 
wards the successor, of Mangou ; and the nation 
was loyal to a prince who had been educated iu 
the manners of China. He restored the forms 
of her venerable constitution ; and the victors 
fubmitted to the laws, the fashions, and even the 
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prejudices, of the vanquished people. This peace- 
ful triumph,' which has been more than once 
repeated, ascribed, in a great measure, to 

the nuBshere and servitude of the Chinese. The 
Mog^army was dissolved in a vast and populous 
country ; and their emperors adi^ed with plea- 
sure a political system, which gives to the prince 
the solid substance of despotism, and leaves to the 
subject the empty names of philosophy, freedom, 
and filial obedience. Under the reign of Cublai, 
letters and eommerce, peace and justice, were 
restored; the great canal, of five hundred miles, 
was opened from Nankin to t!ie cajutal ; lie fixed 
his residence at Pekin ; and di&olayed in his court 
the magnificence ofjlie.g;te«tesrmonarch of Asia. 
Yet this learned prince declined from tlie pure 
and simple religion of his great ancestor; he sacri- 
ficed to the idol Fo ; and his blind attachment 
to the lamas of Thibet and the bonzes of China^^ 
provoked the censure of the disciples of Confu- 
cius. His successors polluted the palace with a 
crowd of eunuchs, physicians, and astrology's, 
while tfaiit^mkD^ions of their subjects were 
consumed in the jHOvincea by fhmme. One hun- 
dred and forty years after the death of Zingis, 
bis degenerate race, the dynasty of the uen, was 
expelled by a revolt of the native Chinese ; and 

* Tfce attachment of the khans and the hatred of the mandarins, 
to the bonzes and lamas (Duhaldc, Hist, dc ia Chme, tom. i, p- SOS. 
•5Q3) seems to represent them as the prie-sts of the same god, o! 
the Indian Fo, whose worshiii prevails among the sects of Hindostaii, 
Siam, Thibet, China, and .lapan. But this mysterious subject is stUl 
iost in a cloud, which the researches of our Asiatic society may gra- 
dually dispel. 
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CHAP, the Mogul emperors were lost in the oblivion of 
the desert. Before this revolution, they had for- 

Division of feitedtheirsupremacyoverthedcpendentbranches 

empi^e”,^”* of thcir housc, the khans of Kipzak and Russia, 
the khans of,Zagatai or Transoxiana, and the 
khans of Iran or Persia. By their distance and 
power, these loyal lieutenants had soon been re- 
leased from the duties of obedience ; and, after 
the death of Cublai, they scorned to accept « 
sceptre or a title from his unworthy succe^rs. 
According to their respective situation theymain- 
tained the simplicity of the pastoral life, or as- 
fflTitTdi thf; .(rf the cities of Asia ; but the 

princes and their'6rade^%ei^ alike disposed for the 
reception of a foreign worship. Aft^Hsaaae hesi- 
tation between the gospel and the koran, they 
conformed to the religion of Mahomet ; and while 
they adopted for their brethren the Arabs and 
Persians, they renounced all intercourse with the 
ancient Moguls, the idolaters of China. 

Escape of In this sliipwreck of nations, some sunwisejBay 

Constant!' . , ^ ♦ 

Mpteaad he ^mted'by the escape of the Romafc'sejnpirc, 
whose relics, at the time of the Mogul invasion, 
fom the were dismembered by the Greeks and Latins- 
i. D. 1240- Less potent than Alexander, they were press- 
•304. Macedonian, both in Europe and 

Asia, by the shepherds of Scythia ; and had the 
Tartars undertaken the siege, Constantin<q>le 
must have yielded to the fate of Pekin, Samar- 
cand, and Bagdad. The glorious and voluntary 
retreat of Batou from the Danube was iQ' 
suited by the vain triumph of the Franks and 
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Greeks and, in a second expedition, death sur- chap- 

* fi-X iv 

prised him in full march to attack the capital 

of the Ceessirsti Hisr- brother Borga carried the 
Tartar arms into Bulgaria and Thrace; but he 
was diverted from the Byzantine war by a visit 
to Novogorod, in the fifty-seventh d^ee of lati- 
tude, where he numbered the inhabitants and 
regulated the tributes of Russia. The Mogul 
khan formed an alliance with the Mamalukes 
against his brethren of Persia: three hundred 
thousand horse penetrated through the gates of 
Derbend ; and the Greeks might rejoice in the 
first example of domestic war. After the reco- 
very of Constantinople, Michael Palaeologus,™ 
at a distance from his cpuct-end army, was sur- 
prised and surround^, in a Thracian castle, by 
twenty thousand Tartars. But the object of their 
march was a private interest : they came to the 
deliverance of Azadin, the Turkish sultan; and 
were content v. ith his person and the treasure of 
the emperor. Their general Noga, whose name 
is perpetuated in the hordes of Astraran, raised a 
formidable rebellion against Mengo Timour, the 
third of the khans of Kipzak ; obtained in mar- 
riage Marin, the natural daughter of Palaeol(^8; 
and guarded the dominions of his friend and 
father. The subsequent invasions of a Scythian 

4 

> Some repulse of the Moyuls in Hungary (Matthew Paris, p. 545, 

546) might propagate and colour the report of the union and vic- 
tory of the kings of the Franks on the confines of Bulgaria. Abul- 
pharagius 'Dynast, p. 310), after forty years, beyond the Tigris, might 
be easily deceived. 

* Sec Pachymer, 1 iii» c* and 1. ix» c. 26» 27 ; and the faUe 
Alarm at Nice, 1. iii, c. 27. Nicepuorus Gregoras, 1. ir, c. 6. 
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CHAP, cast ware those of outlaws and fugitives ; aad 
some thousands of Alani and Comans, who had 
been driven from their native seats, were re- 
claimed from a vagrant life, and inlisted in the 
service of the empire. Such was the influence 
in Europe of the invasion of the Moguls. The 
first terror of their arms secured, rather than dis- 
turbed, the peace of the Roman Asia. The sul- 
tan of Iconium solicited a personal interview with 
John Vataces ; and his artful policy encouraged 
the Turks to defend their barrier against the com- 
juob enemy.'" That barrier indeed was soon 
the servitude and ruin of the 
Seljukians expTl'iwduthe mdceAness of the Greeks. 
The formidable Holagou thr^atMitii!kto«ttarch to 
Constantinople at the head of four hundred thou- 
sand men ; and the groundless panic of the citit 
zens of Nice will present an image of the terror 
which he had inspired. The accident of 
cession, and the sound of a doleful litany, " From 
“ the fury of the Tartars, good Lorf deKver 
^ auiT-^hadaeattered the hasty report assault 
and massacre. In the blind credulity of fear, 
the streets of Nice were crowded with thousands 
of both sexes, who knew not from what «r to 
whom they fled ; and some hours elapsed before 
the firmness of the military officers could relieve 
the city from this imaginary foe. But the am- 
bition of Holagou and his successors was fortu- 
nately diverted by the conquest of Bagdad, and a 

• G. AcropoUta, p. 36, 3T. Nic. Greg. 1. ji, c. 1. i», c. 5. 
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long vicissitude of Syrian wars: their hostility chap. 
to the Moslems inclined them to unite with the 
Greeks a^ sFranks;“ and their generosity or 
contempt" had offered the kingdom of Anatolia 
as the reward of an Armenian vassal. The frag- 
m«its of the Seljukian monarchy were disputed 
by the emirs who had occupied the cities or the 
mountains ; but they all confessed the supremacy 
of the khans of Persia ; and he often interposed 
his authority, and sometimes his arms, to check 
their depredations, and to preserve the peace 
and balance of his Turkish frontier. The death 

the Mogul 

of Cazan,^ one of the greatest and most ac- khans of 
complished princes of the house of Zingis, re-f®^“i’304, 
moved this salutaix£flHt* ** »«*t|”and the decline 
the Moguls gave a free scope to the rise and 
progress of the Ottoman empire."^ 

After the retreat of Zingis, the sultan Gela- 
leddin of Carizme had returned from India to mans, 


the possession and defence of his Persian king- 4c* 
doms. In the space of eleven years, that hero 
fought in person fourteen battles ; and such was 


* Abulpbaragius, wrote in the year that Ihe 

Moguls, since the fabulous defeat of Batou, had not attacked either 
the Franks or Greeks ; and of this be is a competent witness. Hay> 
ton likewise, the Armeniac prince, cclelKatce their IViendsbip for hinio 
self and his nation. 

r Pachyiner gives a splendid character of Cazan khan, the rival of 
Cyrus and Alexander (U xii, c. 1). In the conclusion of hia histmry 
(I.xiii, c. 36) he k&pea much from the arrival of 30,000 Tochars or 
Tartars, who were ordered by the successor of Cazan to restrain the 
Turks of Bithynia, *. d. 1308. 

** The origin of the Ottoman dynasty is illustrated by the critical 
leaiping of M. M. de Guignes (Hist, des Huns, tom. iv, p. 329-337) 
and d’Anville (Empire Turc. p. 14-22), two inhabitants of Paris, 
from whom the Oriental's may Itam the history and geography <!: 
their own countiy. 
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CHAP, his activity, that he led his cavalry in seventecii 
days from Teflis to Kerman, a march of a thou- 
sand miles. Yet he was oppressed by the jealousy 
of the Moslem princes, and the innumerable armies 
of the Moguls ; and, after his last defeat, Gela- 
leddin perished ignobly in the mountains of Cur- 
distan. His death dissolved a veteran and adven- 
turous army, which included under the name of 
Carizmians or Corasmins many Turkman hordes, 
that had attached themselves to the sultan’s for- 
tune. The bolder and more powerful chiefs in- 
vaded Syria, and violated the holy sepulchre of 
more, humble engaged in the ser- 
vice of Alaom^Tswltaft of Iconium ; ajid among 
these were the obscure fathers of « tire- Ottoman 
line. They had formerly pitched their tents near 
the southern banks of the Oxus, in the plains of 
Mahan and Nesa; and it is somewhat remarkable, 
that the same spot should have produced the first 
’ • authors of the Parthian and Turkish empires. At 
the head, or in the rear, of a Karismian ^cmy, 
Sobn|a^ShMiwas.drpwDed in the passage of the 
ISap^tes : his son Orthogrul became the soldier 
and subject of Aladin, and established at Surgut, 
on the banks of the Sangar, a camp of four hun- 
dred families or tents, whom he governed fifty* 

Ot^am 

*. D. 1899- father of Tharaan, or Atbman, whose Tmkish 
name has been melted into the appellation of the 
caliph Othman ; and if we describe that pastoral 
chief as a sliepherd and a robber, we must sepa- 
rate from those characters all idea of ignominy 
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and baseness. Othman possessed, and perhaps chap. 
surpassed, ^he ordinary virtues of a soldier ; and 
the circi^srtatiGes of time and place were propi- 
tious tff life independence and success. The Sel- 
juhte (fynasty was no more ; and the distance 
mid decline of the Mogul Ifhaws soon enfranchised 
hkn from tjie control of a superior. He was 
situate on the verge of the Greek empire : the 
koran sanctified his gazi, or holy war, against the 
infidels ; and their political errors unlocked the 
passes of mmint Olympus, and invited him to 
descend into the plains of Bithynia. Till the 
reign of Palieologas, these passes had been vigi- 
lantly guarded by the militia of the country, who 
were repaid by th eir owiL safety and an exemption 
from taxes. THe emperor abolished their pri- 
vilege and assumed their oflSce ; but the tribute 
was rigorously collected, the custody of the passes 
was neglected, and the hardy mountaineers dege- 
nerated into a trembling crowd of peasants with- 
out spirit or discipline. It was on the twenty- 
seventh of July, in the year twelve hundred and 
ninety-nine of the christi^ era, that Othman 
first invaded the territoiy of Nicomedia;’' and 
the singular accuracy of the date seems to disclose 
some foresight of the rapid and destructive growth 
of the monster. The annals of the twenty -seven 
years of his reign would exhibit a repetition of 


• See Paehymer, 1. x, c. 25, 2«, L xiii, c. 33,34. 36; end concern, 
iag the guard of the mountains, I. i* c. 3-6: Nicephoras Grcijoras, 
)• c- i, and the first book of Laooicas CbaJctHidyles, the Athemant 

5 f 


VOL XU 



484 


THE DECUNE AND VAhh 


CHAP, the same inroads ; and his hereditary troops were 
multiplied in each campaign by the accession of 
captives and volunteers. Instead of retreating to 
the bills, he maintained the most useful and de- 
fi^sible posts ; fortified the towns and castle 
which he had first pillaged ; and renounced the 
pastoral life for the baths and palaces of his in- 
fant capitals. But it was not till Othman was 
oppressed by age and infirmities, that he received 
the welcome news of the conquest of Prusa, 
which had been surrendered by famine or treach- 
ery to the iurms of his son Orchan. The glory 
I ii founded on .that of his de- 

scendants; buttltONril^pdos Jaave transcribed or 
composed a royal testament of htivfaBfc utwinsels 
of justice and moderation 

OreSn”*^ From the conquest of Prusa, we may date the 
true era of the Ottoman empire. The lives and 

* 1 am ignorant whether the Turks have any 'writers older than 
Mahomet ii, nor can I reach beyemd a meagi*e chronicle (Annates 
Tnfddl ad Annum 1A50)» triuislatcd by John Gaudier, and piThipJigd 
bjy Laoniff' Chalcond. p. 31 1-350^ ^w|tb . co* 

-The History of the Growth and 
DecHy t** D, 16^) of the Othman empire was translated into 
English from the Latin ms, of Demetrius Cantexnir, prince of Mol- 
davia (London, ITS*!, in folio^. The author is guilty of strange 
blunders in Oriental history ; but he was conversant with the lan- 
guage, the annals, and the iastitutions af the Turks. Caartenur part- 
ly draws bU materials from the Synopsis of Saadi Effendi of Larissa* 
dedicated in the year 1696 to Sultan Mustapha, and a valuable 
abridgment of Uie original htatorians. In one. of the Bamhlere, Or- 
Johnson praises Knolles (a General History of the Turks to the pre- 
sent year, London, 1603), as the first of historians, unhappy only in 
the choice of his subject. Yet I much doubt whether a partial and 
vtthoae compilarion from Latin writeia, ^rteea hundrad P^S**" 
of sfceidtes and battles, can either inatrtu^ or amoae an wUighteoed 
age, which requires from the historian some tincture of philoao^X 
and criticism. 
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possession; of the christiap subjapts werp reiegpo^ p a a p. 
by a tribi|te op raipcpn pf thirty thousand crowgs 
of gold^§ai 4 i^'citf, by the labours of OrchanuA. d. 132^ 
assu^^ the aspect of a Mahometan -wpital ; Pro- 
so iras decorated with a moscht « coll^. as 
hospital of royal fcmndatioo ; the coin 

w&s changed for the name and impression of. the 
new dynasty ; and the most skilful professors, of 
human and divine knowledge, attracted the Per- 
sian and Arabian students frcmn the ancient schools 
of Oriental learning. The office of vizir was 
instituted for Aladin, the brotlier of Orchan ; 
and a different habit distinguished tlie citizens 
from the peasants, the Moslems hrmn tbHnhdels. 

All the troops_2fXitha*«*rtsd consisted of loose 
squadrons erf Turkman cavalry; who served with- 
out pay, and fought without discipline ; but a 
regular body of infantry was first established and 
trained by the prudence of his son. A great 
number of volunteers was enrolled with a small 
stipend, but with thepermission of livingat home, 
unless they were summoned to tlie field : their 
rude manners, and seditious temper, disposed Or- 
chan to educate his young captives a$ h^ sfddterjss 
and those of the prophet; but the Turkish pea- 
sants were still allowed to mount on horseback, ^ 
and follow his standard, with the appellation 
and the hopes of freebooters. By these arts he 
formed an army of twenty-five thousand Mos- 
lems : a train of battering engines was framed 
for the use of sieges ; and the first successful ex- 
periment was made on the cities of Nice and 

* quest of 

Nicomedia. Orchan granted a safe conduct to Biihynia, 
all who were desirous of departing with their Js^9*^*** 

F f 2 



436 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP, families and effects ; but the widows of theslaiitt 
were given in marriage to the conquerors ; and 
the sacrilegious plunder, the books, the vases, 
and the images, were sold or ransomed at Con- 
stantinople. The emperor Andronicus the younger 
was vanquished and wounded by the son of 0th- 
man:* he subdued the whole province or king- 
dom of Bithynia, as far as the shores of the Bos- 
phorus and Hellespont ; and the Christians con- 
fessed the justice and clemency of a reign, which 
claimed the voluntary attachment of the Turks 
of ’Aria. Yet Orchan was content with the mo- 
ddstTiPIt'All-simi^ and in the list of his com- 
Divi^ion ofpeers, the princesW*>iU>Bni or Anatolia," his 
a^ong the niiUtary for(;es were surpassed by the’^ewwrs of 
Turkish Ghcrmian and Caraniania, each of whom could 
t^risoo, bring into the field an army of forty thousand 
men. Their dominions were situate in the heart 
of the Seljukian kingdom : but the holy warriors, 
though of inferior note, who formed new princi- 
palities on the Greek empire, are more con^pfe 
1%^ tff history. The iWH^nnc 
country from the Propontis to the Maeander and 
the isle of Rhodes, so long threatened and so 
often ])illaged, was finally lost about the thirtieth 

• 

‘ CanUcuzene, though he relates the battle and heroic flight of the 
younger Andronicua (L U, c. 6, 7, 8), dissembles by his silence 
loss of Prusa, Nice, and Nicomedia, which are fairly confessed t»y 
Nicephoras Gregoras (1- viii, 15, ix, 9, 13, xi, 6). It appears. that 
Nice was taken by Orchan in 1330, and Nicomedia in 1339, which 
are somewhat different from the Turkish dales. 

® The partition of the Turkish emirs is extracted from twecontOT* 
porarles, the Greek Nicephoras Gregoras (L vii, 1), and the Arabian 
Marakeschi (de Gulgne;-, tom. ii, p, ii, p. 76, 77). See likewise the 
Hrst book of Laonicus Chalcondyles, 
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year of Andronicus the elder.* * * Two Turkish. chap. 
chieftains*' Sarukhao and Aidin, left their names ****''’■ 
to their^onqiKsts, arid their conquests to their 
posterity. The captivity or ruin of the iepe»Lossofthe 
clmrches of Asia was consummated ; and the bar-finc^''^™' 
barons lords of Ionia and Lydia still trample on^®' 
the monuments of classic and Christian antiquity. 

In the loss of Ephesus, the Christians deplored the 
fall of the first angel, the extinction of the first 
candlestick, of the Revelations -J the desolation 
is complete ; and the temple of Diana, or the 
church of Mary, will equally elude the search of 
the curious traveller. The circus and three stately 
theatres of Laodicea are now peopled with wolves 
and foxes ; .^anlrri is ccrfTTfrd to a miserable vil- 
lage ; the god of Mahomet, without a rival or 
a son, is invoked in the moschs of Thyatira and 
Pergamus ; and the populousness of Smyrna is 
supported by the foreign trade of the Franks and 
Armenians. Philadelphia alone has been saved 
by prophecy, or courage. At a distance from tlie 
sea, forgotten by the emperors, encompassed on 
all sides by the Turks, her valiant citizens de- 
fended their religion and freedmh above four- 
score years ; and at length capitulated with the 
proudest of the Ottomans. Among the Greek 


* Pachyraer, 1. xiii, c. 13. 

y Sec the travels of Wheeler and Sjwn, of Pococke and Chandler, 
«nd more particularly Smith’s Survey of the Seven Churches of Asia, 
p. 305«276. The more pious antiquaries labour to reconcile the pro- 
mises and threats of the author of the Revelations with the pregent 
state of the seven cities. Perhaps it would be more prudent to con- 

hne bis predictions to the characters and e%'ents of bis own tiroes. 

, F f .3 
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CHAP, colonies and churches of Asia, Philadelphia 
still erect ; a column in a scene of rtiins ? a please 
ing exatnple, that the paths of honour and safety 
t^hts of sometimes bo the same. The servitude of 
Rhodes, Rhodes was delayed abont ttvo centuries, by the 
Aug. 1 ^’’ establishment of the ktiights of St. John of Jetti- 
“ Salem :* under the discipline of the order, that 
island emerged into fame and opulence; the no- 
ble and warlike monks were renowned by land 
and sea ; and the bulwark of Christendom pro- 
voked, and repelled, the arms of the Turks and 
Sa ij^eng. 

ra”*or*the !'Uikii,4ljiJ^eir intestine divisions, W'ere 

Turks intfUhe aotlioiT. of their"ftTn#»dtf. thiting the civil 
of the elder and younger Ahdro'Titgtttr ^he 
1347. son of Othman achieved, almost without resist- 
ance, the conquest of Bnhynia ; and the same 
disorders encouraged the Turkish emirs of Lydi^ 
and Ionia to build a fleet, and to pillage the ad- 
jacent islands and the sea-coast of Europe. ' Ifa 
the defence of his life and honour, CantacU^he 
to jffovmit. Or imitate, his 
rieS, by caMing to his aid the public enemies of 
his religion and country. Amir, the son of Ai- 
din, concealed under a Turkish garb the huma- 
. nity and politeness of a Greek ; he was united 
with the great domestic by mutual esteem and 
reciprocal services ; and their friendship is ewn- 
pared, in the vain rhetoric of the times, to the 

* Cfmsult th6 fourth book of the Histo!re de I'fhrdrt 4e Malthe, par 
I’Abbife de Vertot, That pleasing writer betrajrs his ignorancet in sup- 
posing that Othman, a freebooter, of the Bithytiian hills, eould be* 
siege Rhodes by sea and laud. 
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perfect unioB of Orestes and Pylades.* €hi tiie ch,ap. 
report of the dai^per of his friend, who was per- 
Becuted^yattt ungratrftti court, the prince of"^”" 
loni^^sEetnbled at Smyrna a fleet of three hun- 
dred vessels, with an army of twenty-ametiiousand 
men ; sailed in the depth of wintm*, and cast an- 
chor at the mouth of the Hebrus. From thence, 
with a chosen band of two thousand Turks, he 
marched along the banks of the river, and rescued 
the empress, who was besi^ed hr Demotica by 
the wild Bulgarians. At that disastrous moment, 
the life or death of his beloved Cantacuzene was 
concealed by his flight into Servia; but the grate- 
ful Irene, impatient to behold her deliverer, in- 
vited him t^entgrjijeje*tyr*»d accompanied her 
message with a present of rich apparel, and an 
hundred horses. By a peculiar strain of- delicacy, 
the gentle barbarian refused, in the absence of an 
unfortunate friend, to visit his wife, or to taste 
the luxuries of the palace ; sustained in his tent 
the rigour of the winter ; and rejected the hospi- 
table gift, that he might share the hardships of 
4wo thoosaiid compauUms,. all. as deserving ds 
himself of that honour of dktihetion. Nacesaity 
and revenge might justify his predatory excur- 
sions by sea and land ; he left nine thousand five 
hundred men for the guard of his fleet ; and 


* Nicephorus Gr^;oras has expatiated with pleasure on this afltiable 
character (1. xiiy 7, xiii, 4, 10, xiv, I, 9, xvi, 6). Cantacuzene speaks 
with honour and esteem of his ally (I. iii, c. 56, 57, 63, 64, 66, 67, 
68, 86, 89, 95, 96) ; but he seems ignorant of his own sentimental 
passion for the Turk, and indirectly denies the possibility of such un- 
natural friendship (U iv, c. 40.) 

F f 4 
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Chap, persevered in the fruitless search of CantacuzenCj 

LXIV * 

till his. embarkation was hastened by a fictitious 
Ifitter, the severity of the season, the clamours of 
his independent troops, ahd the weight of his 
spoil and captives. In the prosecution of the civil 
war, the prince of Ionia twice returned to Eu*- 
rope ; joined his arms with those of the emperor ; 

^ besieged Thessalonica, and threatened Constanti- 
nople. Calumny might affix some reproach on 
his imperfect aid, his hasty departure, and a bribe 
of ten thousand crowns, which he accepted from 
the Byzantine court ; but bis friend was satisfied; 
ftudr-thM irnnd’irt nf Amir is excused by the more 
sacred duty oi'Jtefsiuiijig, against the Latins bis 
hereditary dominions. The maritiaM-^owter of 
the Turks, had united the pope, the king of Cy- 
prus, the republic of Venice, and tlie order of 
St. John, in a laudable crusade ; their gallies in- 
vaded the coast of Ionia ; and Amir was slain 
with an arrow, in an attempt to wrest from the 
Hhodian. knights the citadel of Smyrna.” 

ha^ggnarpusly recommended an- 
Otlnft his own nation ; not more sincere or 

zealous than himself, but more able to afford a 
prompt and powerful succour, by his situation 
along the Propontis and in the front of Constan- 
Orc^an^ “^tioople. By the prospect of a more advantageous . 
with a treaty, the Turkish prince of Bithynia was de- 
J^i^^^ii’tached from his engagements with Anne of Sa- 


* After the conquest of Smyrna by the Latins, the defence of this 
fortress was imposed by pope Gregory xi on the knights of Ehodes 
(see Vertot, 1. v). 
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Voy; and the pride of Orchan dictated the most chap. 

' * • LSIV 

solemn protestations, that if he could obtain the 
daughter j0[ Gantacuzene, he would invariably^. »■ i3i«. 
fulfil tbe'duties of a subject and a son. Parental 
tendmiess was silenced by the voice of ambition ; 
the Greek clergy connived at the marriage of a 
Christian princess with a sectary of Mahomet { 
and the father of Theodore describes, with shame- 
ful satisfaction, the dishonour of the purple.*^ A 
body (rf T urkish ca val ry attended the ambassadors, 
who disembarked from thirty vessels before his 
camp of Selybria. A stately pavilion was erected, 
in which the empress Irene passed the night with ^ 
her daughters. In the morniug, Theodora as- 
cended a thronei_wliich--was surrounded with 
curtains of silk and gold ; the troops were un- 
der arms ; but the emperor alone was on horse- 
back. At a signal the curtains were suddenly 
withdrawn, to disclose the bride, or the victim, 
encircled by kneeling eunucbs and hymenaeal 
torches : the sound of flutes and trumpets pro- 
claimed the joyful event; and her pretended 
happiness was.;,the -theme of the nuptial sung, 
which was chaunted by such poets as the age 
could produce. Without the rites of the church, 
Theodora was delivered to her barbarous lord"; 
but it had been stipulated, that she should pre- 
serve her religion in the haram of Bursa-; and 


' Sec Cantacuzene, I. iii, c. 95. Nircphorus, Gregory', who, for the 
light of mount Thabor, brands the emperor with the names of tyrant 
and Herod, excuses, rather tlian blames, this Turkish marriage, and 
alleges the passion and power of Orchan, ly-yuran^, mat rr iL/rauii 
TV! xaT aortr sJs UifWiKHi {Turkuk) v'r.faifxw (I. x- , 5). He 

afterwards celebrates his kingdom and armies. See his reign in Can- 
temir, p. 21-30. 
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CHAP, her father celebrates her charity and devotion in 
this ambiguous situation. After his peaceful 
establishment on the throne of Constantinople, 
the Greek emperor visited his Turkish ally, who 
with four sons, by various wives, expected him 
at Scutari, on the Asiatic shore. The two princes 
partook, with seeming cordiality, of the pleasures 
of the banquet and the_ chace ; and Theodora 
was permitted to repass the Bosphorus, and to 
enjoy some days in the society of her mother. 
But the friendship of Orchan was subservient to 
_ his religion and interest ; and in the Genoese war 
' a enemies of Canta- 

Establish- 111 tlie treaty with the 01 * 

Ottomans toman prince had inserted a singular condition, 
’^®“i^^®^that it should be lawful for him to sell his pri- 
soners at Constantinople, or transport them into 
Asia. A naked crow'd of Christians, of both sexes 
and every age, of priests and monks, of ma- 
trons and virgins, was exposed in the ptihhc 
market: the whip was frequently u^td^flhicken 
the charity of redemption ; and the indigent 
Greeks deplored the fate of their brethren, who 
were led away to the worst evils of temporal and 
spiritual bondage.** Cantacuzene was reduced to 
subscribe the same terms ; and their execution 
must have been still more pernicious to the em- 
pire : a body of ten thousand Turks bad been 
detached to the assistance of the empress Anne ; 

* The most lively and concise pi^nre of this capUTity B»y ^ 

found in the history of Ducas (c. 8), who fairly describes what Can 
tacuzene confesses with a guilty blush ! 
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btit the entire forces of Orchan were exerted iii chap. 
the service of his father. Yet these calamities 
were of a tt'ansteiit nature ; as soon as the storm 
had pa3#d away, the fugitives might return to 
their habitations ; and at the conclusion of the 
civi! and foreign wars, Europe xiras completely 
evacuated by the Moslems of Asia. It was in his 
last quarrel with his pupil that Cantacuzene in- 
flicted the deep and deadly wound, which could 
never be healed by his successors, and which is 
poorly expiated by his theological dialogues a- 
gainst the prophet Mahomet. Ignorant of their 
own history, the modern Turks confoundtheirfirst 
and their final passage of the Hellespont,* and 
describe the inn nf nirhnmlfflTnnrtitmal robber, 
who, with eighty companions, explores by strata- 
gem an hostile and unknown shore. Soliman, at 
the head of ten thousand horse, was transported 
in the vessels, and entertained as the friend, of 
the Greek emperor. In the civil wars of Ro- 
mania, he performed some service, and perpe- 
trated more mischief ; but the Chersonesus was 
insensfoly filled iV'tth a Turki8ii’'Coleny ; and the 
Byzantine court scdicited ih vain ttie restitution 
the fortresses of Thrace. After some artful delays 
between the Ottoman prince and his son, their 
ransom was valued at sixty thousand crowns, 
and the first payment had been made, when an 

* In this passage, and the first conquests in Europe, Cantemir (p. 27 , 

&c«) gives a miserable Idea of his Turkish guides •' nor am 2 much bet- 
ter satls6ed with Chalcondyles (1. i, p. 12, &c.) They forget to con- 
fute the most authentic record, the fourth book of Cantacuzene. I 
likewise regret the la^st hooksy which are still manuscript, of Nicepho- 
Ths Gregoras. 
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CHAP, earthquake shook the walls and cities of the pra- 
vinces ; the dismantled places were occupied bT 
the Turks ; and Gallipoli, the key of the Helles- 
pont, was rebuilt and repeopled by the policy of 
Soliman. The abdication of Cantacuzene dis- 
solved the feeble bands of domestic alliance ; and 
his last advice admonished his countrymen to 
decline a rash contest, and to compare their own 
weakness with the numbers and valour, the dis- 
cipline and enthusiasm, of the Moslems. His 
prudent counsels were despised by the headstrong 
vanity of youth, and soon justified by the victo- 

But as he practised in 
‘. the jmd, Soliman was 
liman. liilled ijy a fall from his horse t un^the ag^ 
Orchan wept and expired on the tomb of hk 
valiant son. 

wfdEurol Greeks had not time to rejoice in the 

pean con- death of their enemies ; and the Turkish scyme- 
Snurath t, tsT was Wielded with the same spirit by Amurath 
J'^lg^the first, the son of Orchan and the brother, of 
By the pale and fainting l%ht of the 
Byzsmtine annals,^ we ean discern, that he sub- 
dued u ithout resistance the whole province of 
Romania or Thrace, from the Hellespont to 
mount Hsemus, and the verge of the capital ; mid 
that Adrianople was chosen for the royal seat of 
‘his government and religion in Europe. Con- 
stantinople, whose decline is almost coeval with 
* 

* After the conclusion of Cantacuzene and Gregoras, there follows • 
^rk interval of an hundred years. George Phranza, Michael Duck* 
und Laonicus Chalcondyks, all three Wrote after the taking of Con- 
:*Hntinople. 
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Iier foundation, had often, in the lapse of a thou- chap. ' 
sand years, bfeen assaulted by the barbarians rf 
the East said ; but never till this fatal hour " 
had the^^reeks been surrounded, both in Asia 
and ^rope, by the arms of the same hostile 
monarchy. Yet the prudence or generosity ‘ 
Amurath postponed for a while this easy con- 
quest ; and his pride was satisfied with the fre- 
quent and humble attendance of the emperor 
John PalaeologTJS and his four sons, who followed 
at his summons the court and camp of the Otto- 
man prince. He marched against the Sclavonian 
nations between the Danube and the Adriatic, 
the Bulgarians, Servians, Bosnians, and Alba^ 
nian ; ; and had so often 

insulted the majesty of the empire, were repeat- 
edly broken by his destructive inroads. Their 
countries did not abound either in gold or silver : 
nor were their rustic hamlets and townships en- 
riched by commerce, or decorated by the arts of 
luxury. But the natives of the soil have been 
distinguished in every age by their hardiness of 
mind and body ; and they were converted by a 
prudent institution into the fiimest and mart 
faithful supporters of the Ottoman greatness.* 

The vizir of Amurath reminded his sovereign, 
that, according: to the mahometan law, he was 
entitled to a fifth part of the spoil and captives; 
and that the duty might easily be levied, if vo- 
lant officers were stationed at Gallipoli, to watch 

« See Cantemir, p. 37-41, with his own large and curious ann*. 
laUons. 
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CHAP, the passEffe, and to select for his use the stoutest 

I>XIV * ^ 

and Btost beautiful of the Christian youth. The 

advice was followed ; the edict was ];H‘oclaimed ; 
many thousands of the European captives were 
educated in religion and arms ; and the new mi- 
litia was consecrated and named by a celeteated 
dervish. Standing in the front of their ranks, 
he stretched the sleeve of his gown over the head 
the foremost soldier, and his blessing was 

Thejani- delivered in these words: JLet them be callad 

zaries. . • . . , . i i- v 

“ janizaries (yengi chert, or new soldiers) ; may 
their countenance be ever bright ! their hand 
iilniiiwbllillijjr their sword keen ! may their spear 
“ always han^'wwai^^^ hands -of ^ir enemies 1 
and wheresoever Hu j ijri' imiy liMiy jajl'iiiiii. irith 
“ a white face I” “ Such was the origin of the® 
haughty troops, the terror of the nations, and 
sometimes of the sultans themselves, Themvar 
lour has declined, their discipline is relaxed, and 
their tumultuary array is incapable of cimten^^ 
wUh the order and weapons of modem ; 

Ipt..^th^. tama* of; their insUtutiofti^b^ pGS” 
ieaseA^^iefliMTi^'TOperiority in war ; since a re- 
gular body of infantry, in constant exercise and 
pay, was not maintained by any of the princes of 
Christendom. The Janizaries fou^t with-the 
Eeal of proselytes against their idc^rous coui^y* 
men ; and in the battle of Cossova, the Iwtjuo 
and independence of the Sclavonian trHies was 
finally crushed. As the conqueror walked over 

* White and hlaxtk face are commoD aid ^tjvcrbtal 
praise and reproach in the Turkish language. Hie awgw est, hOB® 
tu Romane otvetoy was likewise a Latin sentence. 
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the field, he observed that the greatest part of the chap. 
slain consisted of beardless yoatbs ; and listened 
to the flat^j^ jjeply of bis vizir, that age and 
wisdom^^ld have taught them not to oppose 
bis ii^pasistible arms. But the sword of his jani- 
zanies could not defend him from the dagger ^f 
despair ; a Servian soldier started from the crowd 
of dead bodies, and Amurath was pierced in the 
belly with a mortal wound. The grandson of 
Othman was mild in his temper, modest in bis 
appmel, and a lover of learning and virtue : but 
the Moslems were scandalised at his absence from 
public worship ; and he was corrected by the 
firmness of the mufti, who dared to reject his 
testimony in a c ivil cause j.i.<rft^ture of servi- 
tude and freedom not ^^requent in Oriental his- 
tory.* 

The character of Bajazet, the son and suixessor The reiga 
of Amurath, is strongly expressed in his surnamezet ?,*'**' 
of Ilderim, or the li|^tning ; and he might glory 
in an epiiiiet, which was drawn from the fiery -i* 03 , 

^ . . , , . • March ft 

energy of his soul and the rapidity of his destruc- 
tive reign,'' 

* See the life and deaUi of Morad, or Amurath i, in Cantemir 
(p. 3S-45)i the itt book of Cbalcond^Ies, end the Anoales Turcid of 
Lcundeafus. According to another (toij, the sultan iras staUwd by 
a Croat in his tent ; and this accident was alleged to Busbequius 
(Epist, i, p. 98), as an excuse for the unworthy precaution of pinion- 
ing, as it were, between two attendants, an ambassador’s anna, when 
he is introduced to the royal presence. 

*■ The reign of Bajazet t, or Ilderim Bayazid, is contained in Can. 
temir (p. 46), the Sd book of Chalcondyles, and the Annales Turcici, 

The sDinanw of Ilderim, or lightning, is an example, that the con- 

querora 
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he inceraantly moved at the head of his armies, 

^ from Bdursa to Adrianople, from the Danube to 

the Dhpbrates ; and, though he strenuously la-; 
boured for the propagation of the law, he invad- 
ed, with partial ambition, the Christian and ma- 
ms con- hometan princes of Europe and Asia. From An- 
from*tho gora and Amasia and Erzeroum, the northern 
toTheDr. Anatolia were reduced to his obedir 

Bube. ence ; he stripped of their hereditary possessions 
his brother emirs of Ghermian and Caramania, 
of Aidin and Sanikhan ; and after the conquest 
*• Sfleotiium,' the ancient kingdom of the Selju- 

in the Ottoman dynasty. * 
Nor were the>BI«pi||ht;<^iBii^teet les rajnd hr 
important in Europe. im< 

posed a regular form of servitude on the Servi^ 
and Bulgarians, than he passed the Danube to 
seek new enemies and new subjects in the he^ 
of Moldavia.’ Whatever yet • adhered to thig 
Greek empire in Thrace, Macedonia, and'llfcs- 
saly, acknowledged a Turkish master : an dtoe- 
q^i^ottrW^i^'l^-liuatbrougb the 

we may observe, as a 
singular fact, that the widow of a Spanish chief, 
who possessed the ancient seat of the oracle of 
Delphi, deserved his favour by the sacrifice of a 
beauteous daughter. The Turkish communHation 

•luerors and poet* of every age haveyyt the truth of a which . 

derives the su' lime from the principle of terror. 

' Cantemir, who celebrates the victories of the great Stephen ovfr 
the Turks tp. 47 1 , had composed the ancient and rnodem state of hi* 
principality of Moldavia, which has b*en lon|; pmoiised, A»d i® 
unphhlishad. 



OF Till ROMAN EMPIRE. 


449 


between Europe and Asia had , been dangerous 
and doubtful, till he.stationed at Gallipoli a fleet 
of gallies/to command the Hellespont and inter- 
cept tteljatin succours of Constantinople. While 
the,^inonarch indulged_his passions in a boundless 
range of injustice and cruelty, he imposed oahis 
soldiers the most rigid laws of modesty and ab- 
stinence; and the harvest was peaceably reaped 
and sold within the precincts of his camp. Pro- 
voked by the loose and corrupt administration of 
Justice, he collected in a house the judges and law- 
yers of his dominions, who expected that in a few 
moments the fire would be kindled to reduce them 
to ashes. His ministers trembled in silence ; but 
an .Ethiopia n buffoon g cftBatfied to insinuate the 
true cause'oT the evil ; and future venality was 
left without excuse, by annexing an adequate sa- 
lary to the office of cadhi.” The humble title 
of emir was no longer suitable to the Ottoman 
greatness ; and Bajazet condescended to accept a 
patent of sultan from the caliphs who served in 
Egypt under the yoke of the Mamalukes a 
last and frivolous homage that was yielded by 
force to opinion, by the Turkish conquerors to 
the house of Abbas and the successors of the Ara- . 
bian prophet. The ambition of the sultan was 

“ Lcunclav. Annal. Turcici, p. 319, 319. The venality of the cad- 
his has long been an object of scandal and satire ; and if we distrust 
the observations of our travellers, we may consult tbe feeling of the 
Turks themselves (d’Herbelot, Bibliot. Orientale, p. 216, 217, 229, 
230). 

» The fact, which is attested by the Arabic history of Ben Schounali, 
a contemporary Syrian (de Ouignes, Hist, des Huns, tom. iv, p. 336), 
destroys the testimony of Saad Effendi and Cantemir (p. li, 15) of 
the election of Otbman to the dignity of suIUq. 

V®L. XI. 6 ^ 
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CHAP, inflamed by the obligation of deserving tliis aik 

turned his arms against the 
kingdom of Hungary, the perpetual theatre of 
the Turkish victories and defeats. Sigismond, the 
Hungarian king, was the son and brother of the 
emperors of the West : his cause was that of Eu- 
rope and the church ; and on the report of his 
danger, the bravest knights of France and Ger- 
many were eager to march under his standard and 
Battle of that of the cross. In the battle of Nicopolis, Ba- 
13 %, jazet defeated a confederate army of an hundred 
Sept. 28. thousand Christians, who liad proudly boasted, 
tha*i4*l»i^Ejf^^QuId.fall, they could uphold it on 
their lances.^The-fi(j;,greatfflr part were slain or 
driven into the Danube ; and Si^^teoMHii^dscapiDg 
to Constantinople by the river and the Black 
sea, returned, after a long circuit, to his exhaust- 
ed kingdom.® In the pride of victory, Bajazet 
threatened that he would besiege Buda ; that 
he vvfould subdue the adjacent countries of Ger- 
many and Italy ; and that he would feed bis, 
h0rs^.iKit]^,a;.busheLof oats on the alta» ef- SK' 
Hirprogress w as checked, not 
by the miraculous interposition of the apostle ; 
not by a crusade of the Christian powers, but 
by a long and painful fit of the gout. The 
disorders of the moral, are sometimes correct- 
ed by those of the physical, world; and an 
acrimonious humour falling on a single filne of 

• See the Decades Rerum Hungaricarum (dec. iiiy 1. ii* p* StSf 
of Bonfinius, an Italian, who, in the fifteenth centmy, was invited 
into Himgary to compose an eloquent history of that kingdom. Tet, 
if it be extant and accessible, I should give the to sonw^ 

homely chronicle of the time aod country* 
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one man, maj? prevent or suspend the miseiy of chap. 
nations. 

Such jli thege^i^l idea of the Hungarian war jc^sade 
but ti^ disastrcrus adventure of the French has’uyrf^he 
procured us some memorials which illustrate the*'?"®*' 

* princes, 

victory and character of Bajazet.® The duke*. ». 1396- 
of Burgundy, sovereign of Flanders, and unde*^' 
of Charles the sixth, yielded to the ardour of his 
son, John count of Nevers ; and the fearless 
3'outh was accompanied by four princes, his cou.. 
sans, and those^f the French monarch. Their 
inexperience was guided by the sire de Coucy, 
one of the best and oldest captains of Christen- 
dom but the constable, admiral, and marsbal 
of Franc e'' roiTiiunniled -tMr'feiaY. Which (fid not 
exceed tire number of a thousand knights and 
squires. These splendid names were the source 

F I should not complain of the labour of this work, if my materials 
were always derived from such books as the chronicle of honest 
Froissard (vdl. iv, c. 67, 69, 72, 74, 79-83, 85, 87, 89), who read 
little, inquired much, and believed all. The original memoirs of 
the marechal de Boiicicauit (parlie i, c- 22-28) add some facts, but 
they are dry and deficient, if compared v\ ith the pleasant garrulity of 
Fraissatd. 

s An accurate memoir life ^ tik o^n da Coucy, 

has been given by the tAnin de Eiriitnlifch (Hjil. 

Inscriptions, tom. His rahk Wid possessiona wepe equally eon- 

siderable iq Fiance and England; and, in 1375, he led »n army of 
adventurers ipto SwiUerland, to recover a large patrimony which he 
claimed in right of his grandmother, the daughter of the emperor 
Albert i of Austria (Sinner, Voyage ^ns la Suisse Occidentale, tom. i, 
p. 118-124). 

• That military office, so cespecuMe W preset, waCStfll lAhre fort- 
spkuous when it was divided between two persons (Daniel, Hist, de 
la Milice Fron 9 oise, tom. ii, p. 5). One of these, the marshal of the 
crusade, VTO the famous BoucicauU, wl»o afterward defended Con- 
atantinople, governed SenOa, invaded the coast of Asia, and died m 
the field of Aaincour* 

Gg 2 
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CHAP, of presumption and the bane of discipline. Sff 

LXiv. jnight aspire to command, that none were 

willing to obey; their national spirit despised both 
their enemies and their allies ; and in the persuar 
sion that Bajazet would fly, or must fall, they 
began to compute how soon they should visit 
Constantinople, and deliver the holy sepulchre. 
When their scouts announced the approach of 
the Turks, the gay and thoughtless youths were 
at table, already heated with wine ; they instantly 
clasped their armour, mounted their horses, rode 
full speed to the vanguard, and resented as an 
fiffrsHfcii till ^^uiii of Sigismond,' which would 
have depriveJTftemjijE the riglrt and honour ctf 
the foremost attack. The ba~ttte»ef4>iifinpolis 
would not have been lost, if the French would ’ 
have obeyed the prudence of the Hungarians : 
but it might have been gloriously won, had the 
Hungarians imitated the valour of the French. 
They dispersed the first line, consisting of the 
troops of Asia ; forced a rampart of stakes, whhA 
bad been^^pbrnted against the cavalry; brok^> 
ft IdMdyliiSttClict, •the''^Jaflfzaries themselves ; and 
were at length overwhelmed by the numerous 
squadrons that issued from the woods, and charged 
on all sides this handful of intrepid warriors. In 
fhe speed and secrecy of his march, in the order 
and evolutions of the battle, his enemies felt and 
admired the military talents of Bajazet. They 
accuse his cruelty in the use of victory. After 
reserving the count of Nevers, and four-and- 
twenty lords, whose birth and riches were attest- 
ed by his Latin interpreters, the remainder of the 
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IFrench captives^ who bad surviyed the slaugl||:er chap- 
of the day, were led before his throne ; and, as 
they refused to abjure theirfaith, were successiye-- 
ly beheaded in his presence. ' The sultan was ex- 
asperated by the loss of his brayest janizaries ; 
and if it be true that, on the eye of the engage- 
ment, the French had massacred their Turkish 
prisoners,’ they might impute to themselves the 
consequences of a just retaliation. A knight, 
whose life had been spared, was permitted to re- 
turn to Paris, that he might relate the deplorable 
tale, and solicit the ransom of the noble captives. 

In the meanwhile, the count of Nevers, with the 
princes and barons of France, were dragged along 
in the ma rches of the- TurktSh camp, exposed as 
a gratefulTtr^hy to the Moslems of Europe and 
Asia, and strictly confined at Boursa, as often as 
Bajazet resided in his capital. The sultan was 
pressed each day to expiate Avith their blood the 
blood of his martyrs ; but he had pronounced 
that they should liv'e, and either for mercy or 
destruction his word was irrevocable. He Avas 
assured of their value .mad importance by the 
return of the messenger, a/od the and inter- 
cessions of the kings of France and of Cyprus.. 
Lusignan presented him with a gold salt-cellar of 
curious workmanship, and of the price of ten 
thousand ducats ; and Charles the sixth disjmtch- 
ed, by the way of Hungary, a cast of Nonvegian 
hawks, and six horse-loads of scarlet cloth, of 


• For this odious fact, the abbe de Vcrtot quotes the Hist. Auonyme 
it St. Denys, 1. ivi, c. 10, 11 (Otdre de Maltbe, tom. ii, p. 310h 
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fin^ linm of Rheims, and of Arras tapestry, re- 
presenting the battles of the great Alexander. 
After much delay, the effect of distance rather 
than of art, Bajazet agreed to accept a ranson^ 
of two hundred thousand ducats for the count of 
Nevers and the surviving princes and barons : the 
marshal Boucicault, a famous warrior, was of the 
number of thefortunate; but the admiral of France 
had been slain in the battle ; and the constable 
with the sire deCoucy, diedintheprisonof Boursa. 
This heavy demand, which was doubled by inci- 
dental costs, fell chi^y qn the duke of Bui^ndy, 

who were bound 
for the kn^ht- 
hood and captivity of the rldfrfflfmniif tiMTir,|qrd 
For the faithful discharge of the debt, some mer- 
chants of Genoa gave security to the amount of 
five times the sum; alesson to those warlike times, 
that commerce and credit are the links of the 
society of nations. It had been stipulated in the 
treaty, that the French captives should swOaT ne-i 
agamst the person of 
^g c n efolis restraint was abo- 
lished by Bajazet himself. “ I despise,” said he 
to the heir of Burgundy, “ thy oaths and thy 
“ arms. Thou art young, and mayest be ambitiotfs 
“ of effacing the disgrace or misforttme of thy fir^ 
" chivalry. Assemble thy powers, proclaim 
“ design, and be assured that Bajazet will 
“ to meet thee a second time in the field of battle.” 
Before their departure, they were indulged in the 
freedom and hospitality of the cOOlrt of Boursa. 
The French princes admired the magnificence of 


Flemish subjects, 
by the feuclaFlaV9i4a^>ntril»te 
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the Ottoman, whose hunting and hawking equi- chap. 
pa^e was composed of seven thousand huntsmen 
and seven^housMtdfalconers.* In their presence, 
and at'^'lns command, the belly of one of his 
chamberlains was cut open, on a complaint a- 
gainst him for drinking the goat’s milk of a poor 
woman. The strangers were astonished by this 
act of justice ; but it was the justice of a sultan 
who disdains to balance the weight of evidence, 
or ta measure the degrees of guilt. 

After his enfranchisement from an oppressive The «rape- 
guardian, John Palaeologus remained thirty-six Paiaoio^* 
years, the helpless, and, as it should seem, thej'^^-’^^^’ 
careless, spectator of the public ruin.“ Love, or*. 
rather lust , v as ni'ily-***g^^”» passion ; and, 
in the embraces of the wives or virgins of the 
city, the Turkish slave forgot the dishonour of 
the emperor of the Romans. Andronicus, his 
eldest son, had formed, at Adrianople, an inti- 
mate and guilty friendship with Sauzes, the son 
of Aniurath; and the two youths conspired 
against the authority and lives of their parents. 

The presence of Amuroth ia^Europe soon disco- 

* Sheresedilin AJi (Hist, de Timoar Bee, i. v, c. 13) «Uow». Bejazet 
a round number of 12,000 officers and servanu of the chace. A part 
of his spoils was afterwards displayed in a hunting match of Timour : 

1. hounds with satin 'housings ; 2. leopards with collars set with 
jewels ; 3. Grecian greyhounds ; and, dogs from Europe as strong 
as African lions (idem, 1. vi, c. 15). Bajazet was particularly fond 
•f flying his hawks at cranes (Chalcondyles, L ii, p, 35). 

s Porthcreigns of John Palcologus and his son Manuel, from 1351' 
to 1402, see Ducas, c. 9-15. Fhranza, I. i, c. 16-21, and. the flr.st 
and second books of Chalcondyles, whese proper subject is drowned 
is a sea of episode. 
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vered and dissipated their rash counsels ; attdi 
after depriving Sauzes of his sight, the OttomMt 
threatened his vassal with the treatment of an 
accomplice and an enemy, unless he inflicted a 
similar punishment on his own son. Palseologus 
trembled and obeyed*, and a cruel precaution 
involved in the same sentence the childhood and 
innocence of John the son of the criminal. But 
the. operation w'as so mildly, or so skilfully, per- 
formed, that the one retained the sight of an 
eye, and the other was afflicted only with the 
infirmity of squinting. Thus excluded from the 
two princes were confined in the 
tower of Anerna’r^-o nA.^d ie piety of Manuel, the 
second son of the reigning monaiti(s«a«iBe3iarded. 
with the gift of the imperial crown. But at the , 
end of two years, the turbulence of the LatiA$ 
and the levity of the Greeks produced a revolitii 
tiont and the two emperors were buried in the 
tower from whence the two prisoners were exalt- , 
ed to the throne. Another period of two yeai« 
Pidaeologpis . and Manuel the,jae«^ of 
contrtEed by the magic or sub- 


tlety of a monk, who was alternately named the 
angel or the devil : they fled to Scutari ; their 
adherents armed in their cause; and the two By- 
zantine factions displayed the ambition and ani- 
mosity with which Caesar and Pompcy had dis- 
puted the empire of the world. The Romanworld 
was now contracted to a corner of Thrace, be- 
tween the Propontis and the Black sea, about 
fifty miles in length and thirty in breadth ; a space 
of ground not more extensivetban the lesser prin- 
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cipalities of Germany or Italy, if the remains of chap. 
Constantini^le had not still represented the wealth v. 

and populousness of a kingdom. To restore the 
public peace, it was found necessary to divide 
this fragment of the empire ; and while Palseolo- 
gus and Manuel were left in possession of the 
capital, almost all that lay without the walls was 
ceded to the blind princes, who fixed their resi- 
dence at Rhodosto |^d Selybria. In the tranquil 
slumber of royalty, the passions of John Palaeo- 
logus survived his reason and his strength ; he 
deprived his favourite and heir of a blooming 
princess of Trebizond; and while the feeble em- 
peror laboured to consummate his nuptials, Ma- 
nuel, with a hundred Q fjthenttobkst Greeks, was 
sent on a pereraptoiy summons to the Otto- 
man jaorfe. They served with honour in the wars 
of Bajazet ; but a plan of fortifying Constanti- 
nople excited his jealousy : he threatened their 
lives ; the new works were instantly demolished : 
and we shall bestow a praise, perhaps above the 
merit of Palaeologus, if we impute this last hu- 
miliatkm ES the cause of his death. 

The earliest intelligence of thateventwas com- ^1,* 
municated to Manuel, who escaped with speed and rorManoei, 
secrecy from the palace of Boursa to the Byzan- ligj, 
tine throne. Bajazet affected a proud indifference 
at the loss of this valuable pledge ; and while he 
pursued his conquests in Europe and Asia, he left 
the emperor to struggle with his blind cousin John 
of Selybria, who, in eight years of civil war, as- 
serted his right of primogeniture. At length, 
the ambition of the' victorious sultan pointed to 
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(. HAP. the conquest of Constantinople ; but he listened 
to the advice of his vizir, who represented, that 
such an enterprise might unite the powers of 
Christendom in a second and more formidably 
crusade. His epistle to the emperor was com 
Distress of ceived in these words ; “ By the divine cl&. 
nopie, ' “ mency, our invincible scymetar has reduced 
our obedience almost all Asia, with many 
“ and large countries in Emmpe, excepting only 
the city of Constantino^e : for beyond the 
“ walls thou hast nothing left. Resign that city ; 
“ stipulate thy reward ; or tremble, for thyself 
unhappy people, at the consequences 
of a rash But his aqibassadors wery 

instructed to soften their tone, ssiNd ^Qpose a 
treaty, which was subscribed with submission and 
gratitude. A truce of ten years was purchased 
by ^n annual tribute of thirty thousand crowns of 
gold : the Greeks deplored the public toleraticm 
of the law of Mahomet, and Bajazet enjoyed the 
glory of establishing a Turkish cadhi, and found- 
u^ aroy^mosch in the metropolis ofthf,5a^® 
truce was soon violated by 
the restless sultan : in the cause of the prince of 
Selybria, the lawful emperor, an army of Otto- 
mans again threatened Constantinople ; and the 
distress of Manuel implored the protection of the 
king of France. His plaintive embassy obtained 
much pity and some relief ; and the conduct of 
the succour was entrusted to the marshal Bouci- 

* Cuitemir, p. 50-53. Of the Greeks, Duces alone (c. 13, 15) 
achnowletlges the Turkish cadhi at Constantinopla. Yet eren Dutas 
dissembles the mosch. 
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cault/ whose re%iou? chivalry was infltoied by chap. 
the desire of revenging his captivity on the in- 
hdels. He sailed with four ships of war, froin'''^'"' 
Aiguesmortes to the Hellespont ; forced the 
passage, which was guarded by seventeen Turk- 
ish gallies; landed at Constantinople ^ a^ply 
of six hundred men at arms and sixteen hundred 
nrchers ; and reviewed them in the acyacent 
plain, without condescending to number or array 
the multitude of Greeks. By his presence the 
blockade was raised both by sea and land the 
flying squadrons of Bajazet were driven to 3 
more respectful distance ; and several castles in 
Europe and Asia were stormed by the emperor 
and the maYshal, who fo^ht, with equal valour, 
by each othef's’sifle. But the Ottomans soon 
returned with'-hn increase of numbers ; and the 
intrepid Boucicault, after a year’s struggle, re- 
solved to evacuate a country, which could no 
longer afford either pay or provisions for his 
soldiers. The marshal offered to conduct Ma- 
nuel to the French court, where he might solicit, 
in person, a supply of men and money ; and ad- 
vised, in the meanwhile, that, to extingpiish all 
domestic discord, he should leave his blind com- 
petitor on the throne. The proposal was em- 
braced: the prince of .Selybria was introduced 
to the capital ; and such was the public misery, 
that the lot of the exile seemed more fortunate 
than that of the sovereign. Instead of ap- 
plauding the success of his vassal, the Turkish 

y Memoires du bon Messiere Jean le dit fioucicawW, 

r^shal de France, partie i, c. 3(b-35. 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL, &:c. 

CHAP, sultan claimed the city as his own ; and, on the 

LXlV ^ - 

‘ refusal of the emperor John, Constantinople was 
more closely pressed by the calamities ’df war and 
fan^ne. Against such an enemy, prayers and 
resistance were alike unavailing ; and the savage 
would have devoured his prey, if, in the fatal 
moment, he had not been overthrown by another 
savage stronger than himself. By the victory of 
Timour, or Tamerlane, the fall of Constanti- 
nople was delayed about fifty years ; and this 
important, though accidental, service may justly 
introduce the life and character of the Mogul 
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